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For the sake of brevityI would like to depart from my prepared closing remarks and would straight away say our thanks to all who have made this 3rd global congress a success.  On behalf of International Trademark Association, its members, and, if I may presume, on the behalf of all of you here today I would like to thank:

· Director General Idris for hosting this global congress;

· Secretary General Nobel and Secretary General Danet for providing essential support to this congress;

· The Steering Committee members who made this global congress a reality; A very special thanks to Ambassador Rita Hayes who worked tirelessly with the steering committee on this congress;
· The speakers, panelists and participants whose enthusiasm and expertise have helped to identify new and very tangible action items for all of us to work on;

· Thanks to Tom Clark for his fine moderation of the congress; and finally;
· Sincere thanks to the WIPO Staff for their warm hospitality and superb organization in making this 3rd Global Congress a tremendous success. 

Please join me in a round of applause.

In the past two days we have heard more than four dozen presentations by representatives from government and industry.  Many insights and ideas have been shared, and significant common strategies have been identified for future actions by government and industry to fight counterfeiting and piracy.
To conclude, the bottom line that I have extracted from this congress has made me conscious of the following: 
· We share the most classic public-private partnership platform at international level for this problem

· And, we all have noted that there is growing involvement of organized criminals in counterfeiting and piracy. The money paid by consumers does not stay in the street vendors’ hands for very long; it goes to criminal gangs, which use the proceeds from the sale of counterfeit goods to fund other illegal activities.
· Therefore, we need to strengthen multilateral disciplines for intellectual property rights enforcement so as to make the illegal business of counterfeiting and piracy a dreadfully expensive and seriously risky venture.
All in all, a very productive two days!  

Thank you for joining the Third Global Congress.
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