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Distinguished guests and attendees:

A very good morning to you all.

the celebrated Swiss psychologist, Dr. Carl Jung, once said … that ‘conference between two personalities is like the contact between two chemical substances – if there is any reaction then both are transformed’

Valuing the advice of Dr. Jung … in the context of this 3rd Global Congress today … once again … both the public and private sector stakeholders … have another opportunity to meet, react and become transformed.
the most important common goal for all of us today is to find new solutions at the global level to combat trademark counterfeiting.

Solutions that will be recommended by the speakers at this congress must result in concrete actions … otherwise history will identify us as only a debating club.

To ensure that we avoid such an ignoble label, I would like to breifly discuss three proposed strategies as solutions to combat trademark counterfeiting to which  INTA is dedicating its energies and resources.

INTA’s first proposed strategy is the establishment of a harmonized and effective international legal framework for criminal sanctions against intellectual property crimes. While the globalization of national economies is spurring exponential economic growth, it is also generating vastly sophisticated cross-border networks of criminal groups whose counterfeiting activities affect many countries, thus turning what was once a more local problem into a transnational crime.

the international harmonization of criminal laws against counterfeiting, would strengthen enforcement efforts by setting minimum standards for: prosecution, adjudication and sanctions; identification, tracing, freezing or seizure of assets and confiscation of the proceeds of criminal activity; and jurisdiction over offences.

inta’s second proposed strategy is the disruption of the transshipment and transit of counterfeit goods through free trade zones and free ports around the world. Members of INTA strongly believe that unrestricted regimes for transshipment and transit of goods through free trade zones and free ports significantly contribute to the global trafficking of counterfeit goods.
INTA urges all governments to enact and enforce laws to prohibit the passage and processing of counterfeit goods through free trade zones, irrespective of the country of origin of such goods, the country from which such goods arrived, or the country of destination.
and the third strategy, that inta has endorsed since the 1st global congress, is for both government and private industry to mount widespread and sustained campaigns to make consumers aware that purchasing a counterfeit product is not a “victimless crime”. It causes worldwide economic harm, sustains the other activities of criminal and terrorist groups and threatens the health and safety of consumers. take, for example, the sale of counterfeit medicine over the Internet, which raises serious public health problems across borders of both developing and developed countries. 

INTA looks forward to continuing its work within the steering group, and indeed the entire congress, to implement these strategies, which are critical  to winning the global fight against counterfeiting.

Thank you for the opportunity to address this distinguished congress.
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