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 AUTONUM  
The Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS), at its first session, in October 2010, agreed that, once the survey on current practices of application numbering is finalized, the ST.10/C Task Force should prepare a questionnaire for conducting a new survey on application and priority application numbers used by the industrial property offices (IPOs) in the past (see paragraph 22 of document CWS/1/10).  This decision was reaffirmed by the CWS at its third session held in April 2013 (see paragraph 70 of document CWS/3/14).
 AUTONUM  
In accordance with the above‑mentioned request by the CWS, the ST.10/C Task Force has prepared a draft questionnaire “Numbering of applications and priority applications – former practices” for consideration and approval by the CWS at its fourth session.  The draft questionnaire is reproduced in the Annex to the present document.
 AUTONUM  
The structure of the questionnaire is close to that of the survey “Numbering of applications and priority applications – current practices” which was presented, as a draft, for information to the CWS at its third session (see paragraph 4 of document CWS/3/10).  In September 2013, it was published in the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation (WIPO Handbook) as Part 7.2.6.

 AUTONUM  
In case that the questionnaire mentioned above is approved by the CWS, the International Bureau should be requested to carry out the following actions:

· prepare and issue a circular inviting IPOs to complete the questionnaire;

· prepare a survey report;  and

· present the results of the survey for consideration by the CWS at its fifth session, in order to approve its publication in Part 7 of the WIPO Handbook.

 AUTONUM  
The CWS is invited to: 

(a)
consider and approve the questionnaire “Numbering of applications and priority applications – former practices”, as reproduced in the Annex to the present document;  and


(b)
consider and approve the actions to be undertaken by the Secretariat, as well as the timeframe, as specified in paragraph 4, above.

[Annex follows]
