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GLOSSARY OF TERMS CONCERNING INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION
Supplementary Protection Certificate

A Supplementary Protection Certificate is an industrial property right which is granted for a product which has obtained authorization to be placed on the market as a medicinal product or plant protection product.  The certificate takes effect at the end of the term of a patent which protects the product as such, a process to obtain the product or an application of the product.  The certificate extends the protection conferred by the said patent, but only in respect of the product covered by the said authorization and any use of that product as a medicinal product or plant protection product that has been authorized before expiry of the certificate.  The certificate does not extend the term of the said patent.

The duration of a supplementary protection certificate can be extended for medicinal products for paediatric use when all the measures in the agreed paediatric investigation plan have been complied with.  That fact should be recorded in the marketing authorization. 

In this context:

· “medicinal product” means any substance or combination of substances presented for treating or preventing diseases in human beings or animals or any substance or combination of substances which may be administered to human beings or animals with a view to making a medical diagnosis or to restoring, correcting or modifying physiological functions in humans or in animals;

· “plant protection product” means any active substance or preparation containing one or more active substances, put up in the form in which it is supplied to the user, intended to:

(i)
 protect plants or plant products against all harmful organisms or prevent the action of such organisms, in so far as such a substance or preparation is not otherwise defined below;

(ii)
influence the life processes of plants, other than as a nutrient (e.g., plant growth regulators);

(iii)
preserve plant products, in so far as such a substance or product is not subject to special Council or Commission provisions on preservatives;

(iv)
destroy undesirable plants; or

(v)
destroy parts of plants, check or prevent undesirable growth of plants;

· “product” means the active ingredient or combination of active ingredients of a medicinal product or plant protection product.

The following notifications, where applicable, regarding a supplementary protection certificate are published by the concerned industrial property office:

· the application for the certificate

· the grant of the certificate

· the rejection of an application for the certificate

· the application for an extension of the duration of the certificate

· the grant of an extension of the duration of the certificate
· the rejection of an application for an extension of the duration of the certificate
· the application for a revocation of an extension of the duration of the certificate
· the revocation of an extension of the duration of the certificate
· the rejection of an application for a revocation of an extension of the duration of the certificate
· the application for a correction of the duration of the certificate
· the correction of the duration of the certificate
· the rejection of an application for a correction of the certificate
· the lapse or invalidity of the certificate
· the application to surrender the certificate
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