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Summary
The document summarizes the updated Work Program and Task List of the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS) for consideration at this session.
Introduction
At its thirteenth session in 2025, the CWS considered the Work Program and Task List of the CWS, which were provided in Annex I to document CWS/13/31 REV. 2.  There were 20 active Tasks and two in abeyance defined in the Task List, where 13 Tasks were assigned to a specific Task Force and nine Tasks assigned to the International Bureau to lead discussions. 
At the same session, the Committee also approved the proposal for the revision of Tasks No. 47 and Task No. 65, as well as discontinuation of Task No. 52.  The Committee approved the revised list of Tasks, as presented in Annex I of document CWS/13/31 REV. 2.  In total, 21 Tasks, including two held in abeyance, remained in the Work Program.
With regard to Task complexity and activity levels, at its thirteenth session, the CWS noted that the Secretariat had categorized Task activity levels as "very active", "active", "occasional" or "ad hoc";  and complexity levels as "low", "medium", "high" or "not applicable".  For Task prioritization, each Task was assessed as "essential" or "important", based on its relevance to WIPO Standards, ongoing implementation, or preparation for future CWS sessions.  At the same session, the CWS considered and supported the Secretariat's analysis of Task complexity and activity levels, as well as the proposal for Task prioritization, as presented in Annex II to document CWS/13/31 Rev. 2.
CWS Task Force membership
At its thirteenth session, the CWS noted that the Secretariat had reviewed the Task Force membership in 2025 and removed entries which were no longer valid.  For more effective communication with the Task Forces’ Members and Observers, in 2026, the Secretariat continued to review and update the membership.  The renewed CWS Task Force membership is available on WIPO website at:  https://www.wipo.int/en/web/cws/taskforce/members.  Twelve CWS Task Forces are currently active.  Subject matter experts from 68 CWS Members and three CWS Observers participate in the Task Forces.  It should be noted that two new intellectual property (IP) offices have joined the CWS Task Forces from the following countries since the last session of the CWS:  Nigeria (NG) and Uganda (UG).  
With a view to promoting broader participation by IP offices in the CWS Task Forces, the Secretariat issued Circular C. CWS 212 “Nomination of Experts to the Committee on WIPO Standards Task Forces” in May 2026, inviting Offices to nominate subject-matter experts on the CWS Task Forces.  The Secretariat further proposes that the CWS encourage its Members and Observers to nominate subject-matter experts for participation in the CWS Task Forces.
Report on the Activities of CWS Work Program
Since the thirteenth session of the Committee, the CWS Task Forces have worked under the respective Task(s) of the CWS Work Program approved at the thirteenth session of the CWS.  The Secretariat organized one CWS Task Forces Review meeting in June 2026 where the progress made on CWS Tasks was presented by Task Force Leaders.  All CWS Task Force Members and Observers were invited to the Task Forces Review meeting.  Task Force Leaders presented the reported progress of the active CWS Tasks using the following common template:
· Objectives;  
· Relevant actions for 2026 and the upcoming year;  
· Potential challenges or dependencies;  and 
· Progress evaluation.
To assist members of the CWS Task Forces, the Secretariat circulated the schedule of the WIPO Standards related meetings for 2026 and the latest updated meeting calendar, i.e., circular C.CWS 203 Rev. 3 is published on the CWS webpage at:  https://www.wipo.int/documents/d/cws/docs-en-circulars-files-cws-203-rev3.pdf.  
In addition to the Task Forces review meeting, three workshops and 35 Task Force meetings were organized in 2026.  Furthermore, the Secretariat organized a number of informal meetings among interested Offices on specific topics, to analyze issues and challenges, to identify possible solutions and to prepare proposals for consideration by the Task Forces.
At the current session, all 12 active Task Forces will report on their activities and the progress made on their assigned Task(s) since the thirteenth session of the CWS.  For Tasks not assigned to a specific Task Force, progress is reported in the Annex to the present document.
Current Tasks List and proposals for update
The Secretariat has prepared a new revised Task List for consideration by the CWS, as presented in the Annex to the present document.  For each Task, the Annex includes the following information: 
· Task description;  
· Task Force / Task (Force) Leader;  
· Scheduled actions to be carried out;  
· Remarks and historical details;  and  
· Where appropriate, proposals for consideration and decision by the CWS at the current session.  
If the CWS approves the closure of Task No. 58, the Secretariat proposes to revise the description of Task No. 33 to deal with not only ongoing revision of WIPO Standards but also Recommendations and Guidelines, considering the proposal by the ICT Strategy Task Force.
The list of currently active Tasks is published on the webpage of CWS Work Program Overview at:  https://www.wipo.int/en/web/cws/work-program.  Detailed information on the Task Forces is available on the webpage of the CWS Task Forces at:  https://www.wipo.int/en/web/cws/taskforce/index.  The contents of the Work Program web page will be reviewed and updated after the fourteenth session to reflect any agreements made by the CWS.  
The CWS is invited to:
(a) note the content of the present document;
(b) consider the Task List as presented in the Annex to the present document;
(c) approve the Secretariat to incorporate the agreements reached at this session in the CWS Work Program and the CWS Work Program Overview, and publish them on WIPO website as described in paragraph 13 above;  and
(d) consider the proposal to encourage more IP offices to participate in the CWS Task Forces and request the Secretariat to issue a CWS circular inviting IP offices to nominate their subject matter experts to the CWS Task Forces, as referred to in paragraph 6 above.
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