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Summary
The Authority File Task Force proposes to revise WIPO Standard ST.37, which sets out recommendations for the required elements and permitted formats of a patent authority file.  The document presents, for consideration and approval, a proposal for a revision to WIPO Standard ST.37.
Background
The Authority File Task Force was restarted at the twelfth session of the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS), after feedback from Member States regarding necessary updates to WIPO Standard ST.37 and the consultation that was required (see paragraphs 171 to 172 of document CWS/12/29).
The following Task Force description for Task No. 66 was approved at the same session:
	"Encourage IP offices to provide their patent authority file in compliance with WIPO Standard ST.37 by providing any technical support or training necessary, based on available resources; and undertake any necessary revisions and updates to WIPO Standard ST.37."
The subject of this document relates to the second part of the Task description.
In 2025, the Authority File Task Force met twice online and also participated in a hybrid workshop in February.  As an outcome of these meetings, the Task Force prepared a revision to WIPO Standard ST.37, which was presented at the thirteenth session of the CWS for consideration and approval.
At the thirteenth session of the CWS, an improved version of WIPO Standard ST.37, version 3.0, was approved and entered into force at the date of publication, in December 2025 (see paragraph 118 of document CWS/13/33).
Following the rapid uptake of the newly revised Standard by a large number of the PCT minimum documentation Offices, many who are members of the Task Force, the Task Force has shared their experience and came to the decision that further revisions to WIPO Standard ST.37 were required.  Further details regarding the progress made by the Authority File Task Force in 2026 are provided in document CWS/14/14.
Proposed Revision to WIPO Standard ST.37
The Authority File Task Force has prepared a proposal for the revision of WIPO Standard ST.37 for consideration and, where appropriate, approval by the CWS.  The proposal for the revision to WIPO Standard ST.37 is reproduced as Annex I to the present document, where strike-through text indicates a deletion and underlined text indicates an addition.  Annex II to the present document is a reproduction of the improved XML Schema, which is Annex III of WIPO Standard ST.37, and Annex III to the present document is a reproduction of the improved DTD, which is Annex IV of the Standard.
The proposed changes to WIPO Standard ST.37 being proposed by the Task Force can be summarized as follows:
(a) Correct the description for ExceptionCodeDefinition, which was incorrectly defined in version 3.0, to read:  "A set of exception codes and their descriptions as defined by the IP offices, which are different from definitions in WIPO Standard ST.37";
(b) Include a new allowable exception code "H", to account for historical documents;
(c) Include a reference to WIPO Standard ST.9, and standardize the titles for the other WIPO Standards cited in the References section;
(d) Include definitions for "filing date" and "publication date" in the Definitions section;
(e) Provide clarifications regarding missing data elements, such as application number in the application identification;  and
(f) Provide other clarifications to the recommendations set out in various parts of the Main Body.
Versioning and transition
The new revision to WIPO Standard ST.37 is proposed as version 3.1.  This is because the changes being proposed are considered to be backwards compatible with the current version, version 3.0.  Offices are welcome to implement any of the official versions available and there is no expectation that Offices will upgrade to version 3.1, if it is approved.
Offices implementing WIPO Standard ST.37 who require assistance should refer to the Authority File Guidelines at:  https://www.wipo.int/en/web/standards/authority-file-guidelines or alternatively contact the International Bureau requesting technical assistance via standards@wipo.int.
The CWS is invited to:
(g) note the contents of the present document and its Annexes;
(h) consider and approve the revision to WIPO Standard ST.37, as indicated in paragraphs 7 to 8 and detailed in the Annexes to the present document;  and
(i) approve the new revision as version 3.1 of WIPO Standard ST.37 as indicated in paragraph 9 above.
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