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Summary
	The IP Data Exchange Task Force presents a final draft for a new WIPO standard on intellectual property (IP) data exchange and its use, for consideration and adoption at the fourteenth session of the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS). 
Background
	At its twelfth session, the CWS approved the creation of Task No. 67, the description of which reads as follows:
“Analyze existing practices and challenges experienced by IP offices with a view to explore solutions to improve global IP data exchange”
(see paragraph 146 of document CWS/12/29). 
	At its thirteenth session, the CWS approved the preparation by the IP Data Exchange Task Force of a survey questionnaire to collect information on Offices’ practices and suggestions for facilitating IP data exchange, and requested the Secretariat to conduct the survey among the IP offices.  The CWS further decided that the Task Force would analyze the survey results and present its findings at the fourteenth session.  The CWS also noted that the Task Force would first reach consensus on the project brief for the IP Data Exchange Framework and Platform, as discussed at the twelfth session, and subsequently revise the draft WIPO standard on IP Data Exchange in light of the survey findings, with a view to submitting a final proposal for consideration and adoption at the fourteenth session.  (See paragraphs 89 and 94 of document CWS/13/33.)
Proposal for a New Standard
	Since the thirteenth session of the CWS, the IP Data Exchange Task Force has convened four online meetings to discuss the activities foreseen on the project brief presented at the twelfth session of the CWS, to develop a survey questionnaire and to improve the draft standard presented based on the survey results.  Further details regarding the Task Force’s activities, including its other work, are provided in document CWS/14/11.  The analysis of the survey results is provided in document CWS/14/12.
	As a result of its work, the IP Data Exchange Task Force has prepared a final proposal for a new WIPO standard establishing a harmonized framework for the exchange and use of IP data among IP offices.  This proposal is reproduced as the Annex to the present document. 
Objectives
	The objective of the proposed standard is to provide a harmonized framework for the exchange and use of IP data among IP offices.  It provides clear and consistent recommendations concerning the use and redistribution of IP data, data quality and accountability, the content and formats of exchanged data, the timeliness of data delivery, and communication between partner IP offices.  The proposed standard is intended to facilitate efficient, transparent and reciprocal IP data exchange and to strengthen cooperation among IP offices.
Benefits of the proposed standard
	The proposed standard would provide IP offices with a common reference for the exchange of IP data and its use.  By establishing shared principles, roles and terminology, it would support consistent and transparent arrangements among originating, providing, receiving IP offices and third parties.  The standard would also facilitate broader and more efficient use of IP information such as for examination, administration, research, analytics and innovation, while allowing each IP office to implement the recommendations in accordance with its applicable legal framework or operational circumstances.
Scope
	The proposed standard provides recommendations for the exchange of IP data between IP offices, and for the subsequent use and provision of the data received.  It identifies the recommended types of IP data to be exchanged but does not prescribe the detailed structure of each data type.  Detailed recommendations concerning data structures are provided in other relevant WIPO Standards.
	The proposed standard comprises the following elements:
· [bookmark: _Toc208241019]Main Body:  Defines recommendations concerning the conditions for the exchange, use and provision of IP data;  the types and means of IP data exchange;  and requirements relating to data ownership, quality, correction and delivery;
· Annex I:  Provides a recommended checklist for IP data quality assurance before data is provided;  and
· Annex II:  Provides a model agreement that IP offices may use as a reference when establishing arrangements for IP data exchange.
	The following name for the new WIPO standard is proposed:
	“WIPO Standard ST.94 - Recommendations for the Exchange of Intellectual Property Data and its Use”
	Subject to the adoption of the new standard by the CWS at its current session, it is proposed that the CWS request the Secretariat publish the Standard in Part 3 of the WIPO Handbook for Intellectual Property Information and Documentation.
Improvements made since the thirteenth session of the CWS
	Taking account of the discussions at the thirteenth session of the CWS, the results of the survey of IP offices and subsequent consultations within the IP Data Exchange Task Force, the working draft presented to the thirteenth session of the CWS was substantially revised.  The main improvements are summarized below:
· Expansion and clarification of the terminologies, including definitions of “partner Office”, “library”, “third party”, “third party Office”, “internal use”, “external use”, “open IP data”, “Terms of Use”, “statistical or added-value data”, “IP data quality assurance mechanisms” and “full-text published data”;
· Introduction of standardized normative keywords to distinguish requirements, recommendations and optional provisions;
· Addition of provisions concerning compliance with applicable personal data protection laws and the communication of relevant requirements and conditions by partner IP offices;
· Clarification of the reciprocity and legitimate-use principles, including source attribution, compliance with access and security conditions, identification of transformed data, and communication of applicable restrictions when data is redistributed;
· Revision of the recommendations concerning internal use, external use, redistribution and the provision of data to third parties and third-party IP offices, including circumstances in which an agreement may be appropriate;
· Expansion of the recommended IP data types and formats, including bibliographic and full-text data, multimedia representations, sequence listings, legal status data, examination and search reports, office actions, and statistical or added-value data, together with references to relevant WIPO Standards;
· Clarification of the recommended electronic means of exchange, including Application Programming Interface (API) and SFTP/FTP, and reference to WIPO Standard ST.90 where APIs are used;
· Addition of recommendations concerning the authoritative source of IP data, responsibility for its accuracy and official status, error reporting and correction, delivery frequency, predictable schedules, and advance notification of interruptions or changes to data structures or formats;
· Expansion of the recommended IP data quality checklist in Annex I to cover completeness, validity, compliance with applicable schemas and formats, file integrity, transfer security, public availability and compliance with applicable personal data protection requirements;  and
· Introduction of Annex II, containing a model agreement that IP offices may use as a reference when establishing arrangements for IP data exchange.
Proposal for the Revision of Task No. 67
	Subject to the adoption of the proposed WIPO Standard ST.94, it is proposed that the IP Data Exchange Task Force continue its work on collecting and sharing best practices, establishing a mechanism and platform to facilitate communication among industrial property offices, and assessing the feasibility of developing a centralized global platform for the exchange of intellectual property data.  Accordingly, it is further proposed that the description of Task No. 67 be revised as follows:
“Ensure the necessary revisions and updates of WIPO Standard ST.94 and explore feasible technical solutions to improve global IP data exchange, including the sharing experience and information on data quality assurance and the possible development of a global IP data exchange platform.”
	The CWS is invited to: 
1. note the content of the present document;
1. consider and approve the name of the proposed standard “WIPO Standard ST.94 - Recommendations for the Exchange of Intellectual Property Data and its Use”, as indicated in paragraph 10; 
1. consider and adopt the new WIPO Standard ST.94 as indicated in paragraphs 4 to 9 and reproduced in the Annex to the present document; 
1. consider and approve the revision of Task No. 67, as indicated in paragraph 13 above.
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