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PCT MINIMUM DOCUMENTATION

Explanatory Notes
INVENTORY OF PATENT and utility model DOCUMENTS 
ACCORDING TO PCT RULE 34.1 (PERIOD FROM 1920 TO 2021effective from 2026 onwardS)

	On the following pages is given theThe following information relates to the inventory of patent documents, covering the period January 1, 1920, to September 30, 2021 forming the PCT mMinimum dDocumentation according to PCT Rule 34.1, effective from January 1, 2026. 
	There are six columns defined within the table provided linked in paragraph 2:
(a) The first column specifies the Issuing Office or Organization;
(b) The second column provides the related two-letter code from WIPO Standard ST.3 for the State of the Office, or for the intergovernmental organization; is given in the second column.   
(c) The third column details the letter code from WIPO Standard ST.16 that corresponds to each kind of those patent documents. The codes are indicated for information only – under PCT Rule 34.1(d), where an application is republished, no International Searching Authority is obliged to keep all versions in its documentation.   Further information on kind codes used by Offices can be found in Part 7.3.2 of the WIPO Handbook on Intellectual Property Information and Documentation;   
(d) The fourth column details a description for the different kinds of patent documents issued by each Office falling within the PCT Minimum Documentation according to PCT Rule 34.1 are arranged in the fourth column.  
(e) The fifth column gives the publication years of the documents that are part of the PCT mMinimum dDocumentation.  However, for patent documents referred to in PCT Rule 34.1(e), the requirements for an International Searching Authority to include those patent documents in its documentation will depend on the official language(s) of the International Searching Authority and the availability of English language abstracts.  
(f) The sixth column of the inventory indicates the date coverage of the authority file compliant with WIPO Standard ST.37 if an Office has provided the International Bureau with the authority file or a link to where the authority file is hosted.  Further details regarding the patent documents published by an Issuing Office or Organization can be found in the authority file or associated definition file.  These details include number series which are not used or exception codes which are used to indicate why documents are not available. The name of the issuing Office or organization in the first column is linked to the page on the WIPO website hosting the authority file of the Office, or to the page on the website of the Office or organization hosting the authority file.
	Reference should be made to Annex H of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT which sets out the technical requirements and procedures for inclusion of patent and utility model documentation and non-patent literature in the PCT minimum documentation. 
Inventory of patent and utility model documents
	The full inventory of patent and utility model documents for every patent Office or Organization is available on the WIPO website: 

Part 4.1 Inventory Table 
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