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SUMMARY
The IP Data Exchange Task Force presents a progress report on Task No. 67, describing the work carried out since the last session of the Committee on WIPO Standards (CWS).  A survey was conducted on the practices and challenges of intellectual property (IP) data exchange between Offices;  and the Task Force has been busy conducting the analysis.  The Task Force is also presenting a working draft of a new standard being developed on IP Data exchange.
BACKGROUND
At the eleventh session of the CWS, the Delegations of Japan and Saudi Arabia presented separate proposals to resolve issues experienced in establishing intellectual property (IP) data exchange with other Offices.  To find solutions, the two Delegations proposed to add two new separate Tasks to the CWS work program.  The Delegation of Japan proposed the creation of a framework which establishes guidance on IP data exchange policies including authorization for third-party use, providing quality data at source, and data structure and format for exchange, preferably through use of WIPO Standards (see document CWS/11/16).  The Delegation of Saudi Arabia proposed to create a global data exchange platform, under the supervision of WIPO, which aims to harmonize and standardize IP data provided by disparate sources (see document CWS/11/25). 
At the same session, the CWS considered that the two proposals were interlinked and suggested that the two proponents work together to prepare and present a consolidated proposal with more concrete and achievable goals at its twelfth session (see paragraph 175 of document CWS/11/28). 
At its twelfth session, after consideration of the project brief prepared by the Japan Patent Office (JPO) and the Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) to include a new Task, the CWS approved the creation of Task No. 67, the description of which reads as follows: 
“Analyze existing practices and challenges experienced by IP offices with a view to explore solutions to improve global IP data exchange.”
To undertake this Task, the CWS established the IP Data Exchange Task Force and designated JPO, SAIP and the International Bureau as the co-leaders of the Task Force.  (See paragraphs 146 and 147 of document CWS/12/29.)
Following this decision, the Secretariat issued the circular C.CWS.188 on October 21, 2024, inviting IP offices to nominate experts to join the IP Data Exchange Task Force.  At the time of preparation of this document, the Task Force comprises experts from 29 IP offices. 
PROGRESS ON TASK NO. 67
Objective
Task No. 67 explicitly sets out one of its aims as improving global IP data exchange efficiency.
Progress Evaluation
Since the last session of the CWS, the IP Data Exchange Task Force has convened five online meetings, one in 2024 and four in 2025;  to analyze practices and challenges encountered by IP offices, with the objective of identifying effective solutions to enhance global IP data exchange.  At its first meeting held in November 2024, the Task Force agreed to the following workplan including key actions to be undertaken in 2025:  
· Gather further data exchange practices, challenges and potential solutions within the Task Force Offices;
· Analyze practices and challenges gathered;  and
· Prepare potential solutions to improve global IP data exchange.
Regarding the first action, a survey on ‘Practices and Challenges in IP Data Exchange’ was conducted within the Task Force.  Twenty Task Force members responded to the survey, comprising Offices from the following Member States:  Australia (AU), Brazil (BR), Canada (CA), China (CN), Croatia (HR), Ghana (GH), Honduras (HN), Japan (JP), Mexico (MX), Peru (PE), Poland (PL), Republic of Korea (KR), Russian Federation (RU), Saudi Arabia (SA), Ukraine (UA), United Kingdom (GB), United States of America (US) and Uruguay (UY);  and the following regional Offices:  the European Patent Organization (EP) and the European Union Intellectual Property Office (EM). 
At the Task Force meeting held in April 2025, several participants proposed completing the analysis of challenges prior to developing guidelines and technical solutions.  They emphasized the importance of a detailed analysis for a deeper understanding of the reported issues.  In response, the Task Force co-leaders encouraged the Task Force members to participate in the analysis.  
In June 2025, an informal meeting was held between the International Bureau, the China National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA), the European Patent Office (EPO), JPO, the Ministry of Intellectual Property (MOIP) – the former Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) and SAIP to review the results of this survey.  The discussion centered on the survey findings and underscored the need to establish a data exchange framework aligned with IP5 guidelines.  The survey analysis was presented at the subsequent Task Force meeting and posted to the Task Force wiki space.  A detailed summary of the survey is included in the Annex of the present document.  It should be noted that the copyright Office in Jordan posted a comment, but it has not been reflected in the summary as it did not answer to the survey questionnaire.
At the Task Force meeting held in June 2025, JPO presented a proposal to draft a new WIPO standard on IP data exchange and its use, building on the existing IP5 Data Exchange Policy.  There was broad consensus among the Task Force members to proceed with drafting the new standard based on the IP5 Policy, incorporating additional items as required. 
As consensus was reached by the Task Force, the Task Force co-leaders prepared a working draft of the new standard on IP data exchange in cooperation with the EPO.  A working draft of this standard has been submitted to the CWS for consideration and comments as the Annex to the document CWS/13/27.
Challenges 
The IP Data Exchange Task Force can report the following challenges and dependencies:
· Limited active participation and input from IP offices;
· The need to further analyze practices, challenges and suggestions related to global IP data exchange to finalize a draft standard document;  and
· Requirements to explore potential solutions to improve global IP data exchange.
WORK PLAN  
The Task Force co-leaders plan to present a final proposal for the new standard on the IP data exchange framework and its use for consideration and adoption at the fourteenth session of the CWS.  In this regard, the Task Force co-leaders propose a new survey to gather IP offices’ practices and suggestions to facilitate IP data exchange.  Therefore, the following activities are considered priorities for the upcoming year:
· The Task Force co-leaders to prepare a draft survey questionnaire based on the decision of CWS/13 if the CWS approves to conduct a survey (from December 2025 to January 2026);
· The Task Force to discuss and approve the draft survey questionnaire (February 2026);
· The Secretariat to conduct the survey and collect responses (from March to April 2026);
· The Task Force to compile and analyze the survey results (May 2026);
· The Task Force to further improve the draft standard considering the outcomes of the survey (from June to August 2026);
· The Task Force to present the survey analysis at the fourteenth session of the CWS (November 2026);  and
· The Task Force to present the final proposal for consideration and adoption at the fourteenth session of the CWS (November 2026).
The CWS is invited to:
(a) note the contents of the present document and its Annex;  
(b) note the challenges and work plan of the IP Data Exchange Task Force as indicated in paragraphs 12 and 13 above;  and 
(c) consider and approve the proposed survey referred to in paragraph 13 above.
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