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What is an authority file? 

• An authority file is a complete list of patent documents published 

by an IP Office. 

• WIPO Standard ST.37 defines which data elements should form 

part of an authority file in one of two recommended formats : text 

and XML. 

• Each IPO entry on the Authority File Portal includes: 

• the authority file itself (TXT or XML or ZIP file)

• optional definition file (see Annex I) 

• data coverage of authority file (e.g., from 1990 onwards) 

• any relevant remarks (e.g., update frequency)
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WIPO Sequence Authority File Portal

• The Authority File Portal is available on the WIPO website as part of the 

WIPO Handbook in 3 languages: 

• https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html (English)

• https://www.wipo.int/standards/fr/authority_file.html (French)

• https://www.wipo.int/standards/es/authority_file.html (Spanish) 

• First published in April 2019

• Updated annually in March after receiving responses to annual circulars

• A link to set of guidelines to support production of authority files is also 

available on this page: https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority-file-

guidelines.html

https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority_file.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/fr/authority_file.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/es/authority_file.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority-file-guidelines.html
https://www.wipo.int/standards/en/authority-file-guidelines.html


Current list of participants (32)
Patent authority Year joined Format

APO 2020 XML

IP Australia 2019 TXT

BG PO 2024 TXT

INPI BR 2023 TXT

CIPO 2019 TXT

CNIPA 2019 TXT

IPO CZ 2020 TXT

DPMA 2020 TXT

EAPO 2020 TXT

Estonian PO 2022 XML

European PO 2019 TXT

OEPM 2019 XML

PRH 2019 XML

INPI FR 2022 TXT

UK IPO 2020 XML

Croatian PO 2022 XML

Patent authority Year joined Format

Israel PO 2022 TXT

Italian PO 2020 TXT

JPO 2020 TXT

KIPO 2019 XML

Latvian PO 2021 XML

Monaco PO 2020 TXT

AGEPI 2023 XML

Poland PO 2020 XML

Serbian 

PO/Yugoslavia

2021 TXT

ROSPATENT 2019 XML

SAIP 2019 TXT

Swedish IP Office 2019 XML

Ukraine PO 2019 TXT

USPTO 2019 TXT

WIPO 2020 TXT

Slovakia 2023 TXT
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Authority File Task Force
… to support satisfying the new PCT Minimum Doc. requirements

• The Authority File Task Force was disbanded in 2021 after the publication of version 2.2

• Since then there has been no amendments to WIPO Standard ST.37

• The Authority File Guidelines has been the only means to ensure consistent 

implementation

• The Delegation of the United Kingdom proposes to restart the Authority File Task Force 

to support Offices during this critical implementation period so any necessary updates to 

WIPO ST.37 can be made in an informed manner

• The UKIPO will serve as Task Force Leader



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
6

Task No. 66 – new and improved
…assigned to the Authority File Task Force

“Encourage IP offices to provide their patent authority file in compliance with 

WIPO Standard ST.37 by providing any technical support or training 

necessary, based on available resources; and undertake any necessary 

revisions and updates to WIPO ST.37”
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Next steps

• September 2024: CWS to approve updated task No. 

66 and creation of Authority File Task Force

• February 2025: IB to issue annual circular to Offices 

requesting updates to authority files

• 2025: IB to continue to offer clinics to interested 

Offices and Authority File Task Force meetings

• January 2026: PCT Minimum Documentation 

contributors must provide WIPO ST.37-compliant 

authority file
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Further questions: 
standards@wipo.int
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