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KIPO’s Implementation Plan of ST.26
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Legal Amendments

❖ Accepting ST.25 sequence listings and ST.26 sequence listings depending on the filing date

▪ New applications filed on and after July 1, 2022, must include their sequence listings in ST.26 format.

▪ In the case of an amendment to the application filed before July 1, 2022, the applicant should submit the 

sequence listing in ST.25 format.

❖ Relevant legal amendments 

▪ Prepared the ground rules by revising relevant regulations, including six provisions and twelve forms

▪ The electronic file of the sequence listing must be attached to the application at the filing stage and the 

submitted electronic file is considered a part of the description of the application.

▪ The sequence that has fewer than 10 nucleotides or fewer than 4 amino acids must be described in the 

specification.
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IT System – Filing Stage

❖ XML Application Body Editor

▪ KIPO’s S/W to create an application body including abstract, specification, drawing, and amendments for 

a patent, utility model, and industrial design.

▪ An ST.26 sequence listing file is attached to the application body so that users can check the file by 

hyperlink. 

❖ Form Builder

▪ KIPO’s S/W  to write and submit bibliographic items

▪ Users can submit the specification, drawing images, and the sequence listing electronic file combined in 

ZIP format

❖ Online Filing System

▪ The submitted electronic file of the sequence listing is uploaded into the internal storage system.
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IT System – Examination Stage

❖ Examination System 

▪ Examiners can check sequence listings even in HTML format and validate them in XML format.

▪ Currently, examiners utilize WIPO Sequence to check the sequence listing in XML format.

❖ Search System

▪ KIPO has improved the existing search system so that examiners can do their prior art search with the 

sequence listings in ST.26 format.
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Promotion Campaign

❖ Promoting the revised items

▪ Advising and encouraging users to get familiar with the revised items caused by implementing ST.26.

▪ Conducting promotion campaigns through various channels such as news media, the official homepage, 

KIPO’s SNS, user conferences, etc.

6News Media KIPO’ SNS



Other Challenging Issues 

❖ Users misunderstood the format of their sequence listings.

▪ Some users submitted their sequence listings in ST.26 format even though their filing dates were before

July 1, 2022.

▪ Some users submitted their sequence listings in ST. 25 format even after July 1, 2022.

❖ Users misunderstood the reference date of the international application.

▪ Some users submitted their sequence listings in ST.26 format for the national phase even though their 

international filing dates were before July 1, 2022.

❖ Error during the submission procedure (broken Korean typefaces)

▪ This type of error is caused by the encoding error when compressing the submitted electronic files.
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Thank you!


