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WIPO TASK FORCE ON CLASSIFICATION OF TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE

Report prepared by the International Bureau

INTRODUCTION

 AUTONUM  
At its thirty-second session, held in February 2003, the Committee of Experts of the IPC Union considered the report of the Task Force on Classification of Traditional Knowledge, which described the work carried out by the Task Force in the year 2002.  The Committee noted that the Task Force, as instructed by the Committee, had prepared a revision request with a revision proposal relating to the creation of the new main group A61K 36/00 for medicinal preparations containing plants and had submitted it to the IPC Revision Working Group for consideration.  The Working Group, at its eighth session, agreed to include the proposal in the IPC revision program as a new revision project C 425 (see document IPC/WG/8/8, paragraphs 8 to 11). 

 AUTONUM  
The Committee also confirmed its instruction to the IPC Revision Working Group to complete the revision project relating to traditional medicine classification on time and make the results available in the next edition of the IPC.  The Committee agreed with the suggestion of the Task Force that a more detailed revision could be carried out at a later stage, in the course of the next IPC revision period.

 AUTONUM  
The Committee finally instructed the Task Force to continue its work on further development of classification tools for traditional knowledge and to investigate possible patent classification aspects relating to components of biodiversity and folklore and requested the Task Force to consider how the future revised IPC could be linked to traditional knowledge resources classifications which may be developed in various countries, and how to best organize access to traditional knowledge documentation which was in  public domain, including hyperlinking the IPC to traditional knowledge databases. 

WORK CARRIED OUT BY THE TASK FORCE

 AUTONUM  
According to the instruction of the Committee of Experts, the established work program of the Task Force included the following actions:

–
survey of patent classification aspects relating to components of biodiversity and folklore;

–
consideration of how the future revised IPC could be linked to the traditional knowledge resources classification (TKRC) developed in India and elaboration of proposals on hyperlinking of the IPC to TKRC and on the IPC‑TKRC concordance;

–
consideration of how to best organize access to traditional knowledge documentation in public domain, including hyperlinking the IPC to traditional knowledge databases and elaboration of an initial proposal;

–
preparation of the Task Force report to the Committee of Experts.

 AUTONUM  
In submitting their proposals and comments, the Task Force members were directed by the list of actions with respective deadlines, which were indicated in the work program.  The present report summarizes the work carried out by the Task Force so far.

 AUTONUM  
All Task Force members took active part in the discussion of the proposed classification scheme for traditional medicine, which was included into the IPC revision program as a new revision project C 425 and submitted their comments with regard to the list of questions compiled by the IPC Revision Working Group at its eighth session.  The United States of America prepared a rapporteur report based on the comments submitted for the discussion during the ninth session of the Working Group.

 AUTONUM  
The Working Group, at its ninth session, approved the new main group A61K 36/00 and its subgroups based on the initial proposal, subject to some minor questions, on which the Task Force members and other offices were invited to comment, in order to provide for the completion of the project until the publication of the next edition of the IPC.

 AUTONUM  
At its tenth session, held from November 24 to December 5, 2003, the Working Group approved the revision proposal, with some amendments, taking into account all the comments submitted by the Task Force members and other offices, and questions raised by the Working Group at its previous session.  It should be noted that the English and French version of this revision would be ready to submit to the Committee of Experts for final adoption at its thirty‑fourth session.

 AUTONUM  
As has been instructed by the Committee of Experts and has been indicated in the work program, the International Bureau carried out a survey of patent classification aspects relating to components of biodiversity and folklore, which provides a general overview of how the current IPC relates to, and covers, the components of biodiversity and traditional cultural expressions (see Appendix I to this Annex).  It was indicated in the survey that the Task Force could use this survey as a basis when considering its work on further development of classification tools for traditional knowledge and other relevant areas.  

 AUTONUM  
Furthermore, the International Bureau, in accordance with the instruction given by the Committee of Experts, as well as the task indicated in the work program, also carried out another survey on considerations of how to best organize access to traditional knowledge documentation which was in the public domain, and on the ongoing activities in WIPO relating to traditional knowledge databases (see Appendix II to this Annex).  It should be noted that this survey could be used as a background document for the Task Force future discussion of the subject, taking into account conclusions to be made by the Meeting of International Authorities under the PCT (PCT/MIA) and the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC) on this matter in their future work. 

 AUTONUM  
As has been agreed by the Committee of Experts and indicated in the Task Force work program, further work of the Task Force could be directed to the consideration of how the future revised IPC could be linked to traditional knowledge resources, and how to best organize access to traditional knowledge documentation which is in public domain. 

[Appendices follow]
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