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ANNEX III


RULES OF PROCEDURE
OF THE COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS OF THE LOCARNO UNION

(Article 3(1) of the Locarno Agreement)


adopted by the Committee of Experts on September 17, 1971,
and amended on October 29, 2002 and October 22, 2025




Rule 1:  Application of the General Rules of Procedure

	The Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts of the Locarno Union (hereinafter referred to as the “Committee of Experts”) shall consist of the General Rules of Procedure of WIPO, supplemented and amended by Articles 3 and 4 of the Locarno Agreement and by the provisions set forth hereinafter.


Rule 2:  Representatives of Member States

	(1)	Each delegate may represent one State only.

	(2)	The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which has appointed it.


Rule 3:  Sessions

	(1)	The Committee of Experts of the Locarno Union shall meet in ordinary session on the initiative of, and on convocation by, the Director General.

	(2)	The Committee of Experts of the Locarno Union shall meet in extraordinary session on convocation by the Director General at the request of one-fourth of the States members of the Committee.


Rule 4:  Examination of Proposals

	(1)	The Committee of Experts of the Locarno Union shall decide only on proposals submitted to it at least two months before the opening of the session.

	(2)	It may, however, by a majority of two-thirds of the votes cast at the meeting, decide to depart from this rule.



Rule 5:  Voting by mail

	(1)	The period referred to in Article 3(6) of the Locarno Agreement shall be two months from the date on which the notification of the proposals to be considered by the Committee of Experts is made available by the International Bureau is sent.  Votes thus communicated shall only be taken into consideration if they are in the possession of the Director General within the prescribed period.

	(2)	The communication of the vote must come either from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, or from the competent Administration of the State in question.


Rule 6:  Observers

	(1)	The Director General shall invite States members of the Paris Union but not members of the Locarno Union to be represented by observers at the sessions of the Committee of Experts of the Locarno Union.

	(2)	The Director General may, as an exceptional measure, invite other States and organizations to be represented by observers.


Rule 7:  Officers

(1)	The Committee of Experts shall elect a Chair and two Vice-Chairs.  Officers’ terms of office shall begin immediately with their election.  Officers shall remain in office until terms of office of newly elected officers begin.

(2)	Any outgoing Chair or Acting Chair may be immediately re-elected to the office which they have held.

(3)	Where the Chair or Acting Chair is the only member of the delegation of a member State, they may vote in their capacity of delegate.


Rule 8:  Adoption of Amendments to the Classification

(1)	Except in special cases, amendments to the Classification shall be adopted at the end of specified periods; the length of each period shall be determined by the Committee of Experts.

(2)	The Committee of Experts shall be able to take certain decisions by electronic means.  Such decisions include the adoption of the reports of its sessions and, without prejudice to Rule 8(1), the adoption of amendments to the Classification.


Rule 79:  Publication of the Report

	The report on the work of each session of the Committee of Experts, or a summary drawn up by the International Bureau, shall be published in the review WIPO Magazine or on the WIPO Wwebsite on the Internet.
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