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ABOUT Smart Africa  
 
Since the endorsement of the Smart Africa Manifesto by Seven (7) Heads of State on 29 
October 2013, the Smart Africa Alliance has since grown in size and in strength and 
includes 31 African Member States that represent over 750 million people. The same 
Manifesto was also endorsed by all Heads of State and Government of the African Union 
at the 22nd Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the African Union in Addis Ababa. This 
development placed the Manifesto at the heart of the ICT agenda for Africa. 
 
Chaired by His Excellency President Paul Kagame, President of Rwanda, the Smart Africa 
Board brings together the 31 Heads of States and Government along with the 
International Telecommunication Union, the African Union Commission as well as Smart 
Africa’s Platinum members, with one common goal: to transform Africa into a single 
digital market. 
 
By creating this platform, our leaders are aiming to bring about sustainable development, 
enable a cashless economy, increase citizen participation, increase transparency, trust 
and accountability and last but not least, create jobs, especially for the youth. It is within 
this context that the Smart Africa Member States give a great importance to start-ups 
and innovation ecosystems development, to create jobs and accelerate economic 
development. 
 
To operationalize the Smart Africa Manifesto, the Smart Africa Alliance identified flagship 
projects led by Member States. One of these flagship projects is “Start-ups and 
Innovation ecosystems” led by the government of Tunisia. In close cooperation with a 
range of key public and private sector stakeholders and partners, the Republic of Tunisia 
with the close technical support of the Smart Africa Secretariat embarked into the 
development of the “Africa’s Blueprint for ICT start-ups and Innovation ecosystems” 
aiming to give concrete policy and strategic recommendations for African Member States 
to create the best ecosystems for the birth, growth and success of ICT African start-ups. 
 
From the Blueprint recommendations, Smart Africa supports African governments with 
the development of legal frameworks (Startup Acts) to promote local Startups by 
promoting best practices sharing across member states of successful frameworks which 
include incentives for entrepreneurs, startups and investors. 
 
In addition, Smart Africa established the BLOC Smart Africa Fund, the first African 
technology venture fund seeded by African governments as founding members aimed at 
financing African startups whose primary mission is to work towards solving a social or 
environmental problem using technology as a powerful level for impact.  
 
Last but not least, Smart Africa also supports the Startup ecosystem through the 
development of entrepreneurial and Innovation Hubs at national, regional, and 
continental levels and the development of a framework on Intellectual Property and a 
“Made in Africa” Label. 


