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Sherif Saadallah, Executive Director, World Intellectual Property 
Organization (WIPO) Academy, WIPO 
 
Mr. Sherif Saadallah has been Executive Director, WIPO Academy from 
January 2015 to date. During the last nine years at the helm of the Academy, 
Mr. Saadallah has successfully transformed the Academy into the core entity 
in WIPO for the delivery of IP education, training and human capacity-building 
services and programs. In 2008, Mr. Saadallah was appointed Executive 
Director of the Department of External Relations. He strengthened 
cooperation with numerous United Nations agencies and organizations, 

provided fora and new opportunities for the active participation and involvement of civil society in the 
work of WIPO. He promoted dialogue and cooperation with stakeholders in the private sector. In 
December 2003, he was appointed Executive Director of the Office of Strategic Use of IP for 
Development (OSUIPD). He supervised the work of five Divisions in WIPO. Mr. Saadallah was 
responsible for the process that led to the successful adoption of the WIPO Development Agenda in 
2007 and commenced WIPO’s work in the new areas of IP and economic development, creative 
industries, and IP and public policy. In January 1993, he joined the Development Cooperation and 
External Relations Bureau for Arab Countries. Promoted as Head of that Bureau in November 1995 and 
appointed by the WIPO Coordination Committee as Director of the Bureau in 1997. As Director of the 
Arab Bureau, Mr. Saadallah assumed the lead role in the design and delivery of technical and legal 
assistance programs to the countries in the region. 
 

 
Antony Taubman, Director, Intellectual Property, Government Procurement & 
Competition Division (IPD), World Trade Organization (WTO) 

Antony Taubman has served since 2009 as Director of the WTO’s Intellectual 
Property, Government Procurement and Competition Division, with responsibility for 
a wide range of WTO activities in these fields including coordination on the 
intersections between public health, trade policy and the intellectual property 
system, with a particular focus on the international response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. From 2002 to 2009, he directed the Global Intellectual Property Issues 
Division of WIPO (including the Traditional Knowledge Division and Life Sciences 
Program), covering IP and genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore, the 

life sciences, and related global issues including public health and climate, the environment, climate 
change, human rights, food security, bioethics and indigenous issues. An earlier appointment at WIPO 
covered development cooperation in Asia and the Pacific, redesign of the program and budget, and 
policy development. 

 

 
 

E 

WIPO-WTO/COL/ACAD/CPT/24/INF3 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

 

DATE: JULY 31, 2024D 

DATE: AUGUST 1, 2024 

WIPO-WTO COLLOQUIUM IN AFRICA: BIOGRAPHIES OF MODERATORS AND SPEAKERS 

 

OPENING REMARKS 



 

WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY  

 

Jetane Charsley, Chief Director (Head), National Intellectual Property 
Management Office (NIPMO) 

Ms Jetane Charsley is the Head: NIPMO, a specialised service delivery unit within 
the Department of Science and Innovation as of March 2022.   She started her career 
at NIPMO in May 2012 as Deputy Director: IP Attorney and was appointed in April 
2014 as Director: Regulatory and Compliance.  Prior to her appointment at NIPMO 
she was employed by Kisch IP patent and trademark attorneys for over 3 years. 
Jetane completed her Bachelor of Pharmacy and Bachelor of Law (LLB) at Northwest 
University, Potchefstroom.  She is registered as a patent attorney and pharmacist and 

is an admitted attorney of the High Court of South Africa.  
Jetane is a mother of two, loves coffee and has a passion for IP education and ensuring that IP finds 
application and make a real difference and impact in our society. 

 

Danwood Chirwa, Dean, Faculty of Law, University of Cape Town 

Professor Chirwa holds a PhD from the University of the Western Cape, an 
LLM from the University of Pretoria, and an LLB (Hons) from the University of 
Malawi. Currently, he holds a full professorship at the University of Cape 
Town. Over the last 14 years, Prof Chirwa has taught Administrative Law, 
International Human Rights, Children's Rights, and Constitutional Law. He 
has played a key role in curriculum development and the administration of the 
human rights post-graduate programmes and has gained considerable 
experience as a postgraduate supervisor at both the LLM and doctoral levels. 

 

Jeff Murugan, Acting Deputy Vice-Chancellor: Research and 
Internationalization, University of Cape Town  

Jeff Murugan is Professor of Mathematical Physics in the Department of 
Mathematics & Applied Mathematics at the University of Cape Town (UCT). 
A former Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Science, he is also a Simons 
Associate at the International Center for Theoretical Physics in Trieste, Italy, 
a former member of the School of Natural Sciences at the Institute for 
Advanced Study in Princeton, and a current member of the Academy of 
Science of South Africa. 
Professor Murugan’s research interests are primarily in understanding 

emergent phenomena, from spacetime itself to the properties of quantum matter and information. His 
most recent focus has been on low-dimensional quantum field theories, topological quantum matter and 
quantum chaos in disordered systems where he has made seminal contributions to low-dimensional 
dualities and disordered conformal field theories. 
He is also a recipient of a Distinguished Teacher Award at the University of Cape Town. 

 

Michelle Louw, Head of Commercial Law Department, Faculty of Law, 
University of Cape Town 

Professor Michelle Louw (writing as Kelly-Louw) joined the University of Cape 
Town on 1 April 2022 as a professor of law in the Department of Commercial 
Law, after serving as professor of law at the University of South Africa from 21 
June 1999 to 31 March 2022. Before joining the ranks of academia, Michelle 
was a legal advisor for Nedcor Bank Ltd and, prior to that, acted as a prosecutor 
in the magistrates’ courts. Michelle holds the BIuris (cum laude), LLB, LLM (cum 
laude) and LLD degrees (Unisa); a Diploma in Insolvency Law & Practice 
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(SARIPA) (UJ); and she also completed an advanced short course in Outcome-Based Assessment in 
Higher Education and Open Distance Learning (with distinction – 99% Unisa (2009)) and a short 
programme in Construction Contracts (with distinction) (UP) (2019). 
Michelle’s doctoral degree is in international banking law (thesis titled Selective Legal Aspects of Bank 
Demand Guarantees). Highly awarded and extensively involved in legislative drafting, Michelle has 
published widely in the fields of insolvency law, banking law and consumer credit law, and her research 
has been cited with approval by the South African courts, including the Constitutional Court and the 
Supreme Court of Appeal, and a Namibian High court on several occasions. 

 

THEME 1: IP EDUCATION, TRAINING AND SKILLS BUILDING IN AFRICA 

Jetane Charsley, Chief Director (Head), National Intellectual Property 
Management Office (NIPMO) 

Ms Jetane Charsley is the Head: NIPMO, a specialised service delivery unit within 
the Department of Science and Innovation as of March 2022.   She started her career 
at NIPMO in May 2012 as Deputy Director: IP Attorney and was appointed in April 
2014 as Director: Regulatory and Compliance.  Prior to her appointment at NIPMO 
she was employed by Kisch IP patent and trademark attorneys for over 3 years. 
Jetane completed her Bachelor of Pharmacy and Bachelor of Law (LLB) at Northwest 
University, Potchefstroom.  She is registered as a patent attorney and pharmacist and 

is an admitted attorney of the High Court of South Africa.  
Jetane is a mother of two, loves coffee and has a passion for IP education and ensuring that IP finds 
application and make a real difference and impact in our society. 

 
Martha Chikowore, Acting Head, Academic Institutions and Executive 
Program, WIPO Academy  
 
Martha Chikowore is Acting Head, Academic Institutions and Executive Program 
at the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Academy since February 
2023. Previously, she was a Counsellor, from 2017 to January 2023, and a 
Training Officer and Consultant, from 2003 to 2017, for the WIPO Academy. She 
specializes on the development of human resources as well as capacity building 
in the field of intellectual property, in particular the WIPO joint Masters’ Degree 
programs with universities worldwide and the WIPO-WTO Colloquium for teachers 
and researchers of IP. Prior to joining WIPO, from 1983 to 2002, Ms. Chikowore 

was a civil servant with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Government of Zimbabwe. She served in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with stints at the country’s diplomatic missions in Tokyo, Japan; New York, 
USA and Geneva, Switzerland. She holds an LLM in IP; a MBA & Management and a BA in Business 
Management. Ms. Chikowore co-published the Intellectual Property Monograph on Zimbabwe (2018 & 
2013), a monograph which is an integral part of Intellectual Property in the International Encyclopedia of 
Laws series. She also co-authored a chapter in a book on IP Law, Practice and Management: 
Perspectives from Africa (2018). 
 

 
Roshan Khan, Intellectual Property Division, Intellectual Property, 
Competition Policy and Government Procurement, WTO 
 
Roshan is a legal officer within the Intellectual Property, Competition, and 
Government Procurement Division at the World Trade Organization (WTO). In her 
current capacity, she leads technical cooperation and collaborative initiatives 
related to the WTO's Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS). Her leadership encompasses overseeing various programs aimed 
at enhancing WTO Members' implementation of the TRIPS Agreement, including 
collaborative training programs with the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO). Roshan's tenure at the WTO spans over a decade. She played a pivotal 
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role in the Agriculture and Commodities Division, particularly as part of the Standards and Trade 
Development Facility (STDF), a global partnership of the World Bank, WTO, FAO, WHO, and the World 
Organization for Animal Health. The STDF was established to strengthen Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
(SPS) capacity building in developing countries. In this role, Roshan supported over 25 developing 
countries, mainly in English-speaking Africa and Asia, in developing and rolling out results-focused 
projects on food safety, animal health, and plant health. She drove STDF’s work on evidence-based 
decision-making (P-IMA) to support SPS investments and ran various initiatives to use data for resource 
allocation to improve SPS capacity. Roshan holds a Master's degree in International Trade and 
Economics from the University of Barcelona (IELPO). She also holds a dual Bachelor's degree in Law 
and Social Sciences from the Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS), Pakistan. A Pakistani 
national, Roshan is registered as an advocate in her country. 
 
 
 
THEME 2: THE ROLE OF REGIONAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATIONS IN 
ENHANCING IP EDUCATION IN AFRICA 
 

 
Victor Owade, Counsellor, Academic Institutions and Executive Program, 
WIPO Academy 
 
Victor Owade is a national of Kenya with over 15 years of experience working on 
the interface between intellectual property (IP) and global public policy issues. He 
is currently Counsellor in the Academic Institutions and Executive Program of the 
WIPO Academy. Prior to this role, he was External Relations and Partnerships 
Officer in the External Relations Division closely following multilateral UN 
processes which have a bearing on WIPO’s work and mandate and working with a 
broad range of stakeholders to increase understanding of IP. He holds a LL.M. in 

Intellectual Property Law from the University of Edinburgh and a M.A in International Relations from 
King's College London. 
 
 
Mahamadi Tassembedo, Director of the OAPI Academy  
 
 
 

Outule Rapuleng, Head of ARIPO Academy, ARIPO 
 
Outule Rapuleng is the Head of the ARIPO Academy. He is responsible for 
intellectual property human resource development and capacity building for the 
Member States of ARIPO and Africa. In his role, he is involved in part-time teaching 
and research supervision at universities in Ghana, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe, among 
others. Prior to joining ARIPO, he was Senior Partner at Adsense Consulting (IP 
Consulting & Training) in Botswana. He served as Acting Assistant Director - 
Commercialization with the Office of Research and Development at the University 
and as an IT Analyst (Assistive Technology) in the Faculty of Education at the 
University of Botswana, coupled with part-time teaching.  

He also worked as an IT Helpdesk Analyst at the Coca-Cola Company in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
USA. Mr. Rapuleng holds a Ph.D. (Intellectual Property and Traditional Knowledge) from Northwest 
University in South Africa.  He also holds a Masters in IP from Africa University in Zimbabwe, a BSc in 
Information Systems from Drexel University, Philadelphia, USA, and a Diploma in Science Education 
(Biology and Physics) from the University of Botswana. 
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John Dashaco Tambutoh, Professor of Law and Coordinator, WIPO-OAPI-
University of Yaoundé II MIP 
 
John Dashaco Tambutoh is Professor of Law in the University of Yaounde II, 
Cameroon. He is Academic Coordinator of the Masters in IP program organized by 
OAPI, WIPO and UYII. He was DVC-ICE in the University of Bamenda from 2012 
to 2017 and Vice Dean/RC of the Faculty of Laws and Political Science, University 
of Yaounde II, from 2000 to 2011. He is holder of a Doctorat d’Etat and Doctorat 

de 3e Cycle in Law. He also has a Certificate of Participation in the Post-Graduate Specialization Course 
in Intellectual Property organized by WIPO/WWA and the University of Turin in 2001. He has realized 
and/or participated in some projects which, inter alia, include a study on national laws on copyright in 
Africa in collaboration with RDA-CISAC, the draft statute and governance structure of PAIPO in Dakar, 
Senegal, translated the document entitled “Relationship between Copyright Law and the Law of Contract: 
Electronic Resources and the Consortium of Libraries” from English to French, participated in elaborating 
the National Development Plan for Intellectual Property in Cameroon and was member of the ADHOC 
Committee of the Ministry of Industrial and Commercial Development to adapt Cameroonian laws to 
TRIPS, 1994. 
 
 
 
THEME 3: FRONTIER TECHNOLOGIES & DIGITAL COPYRIGHT AND RELATED RIGHTS: ISSUES 
AND DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA 
 

 
Lee-Ann Tong, Associate Professor, Department of Commercial Law, 
University of Cape Town 
 
Dr Lee-Ann Tong is an associate professor in the Department of Commercial 
Law. She holds BA (Honours), LLB and PhD degrees from the University of 
Cape Town, and LLM degrees in Intellectual Property Law from University 
College London and the University of Turin. She teaches intellectual property 
law at LLB and LLM level and is currently the convenor for the postgraduate 
intellectual property law programme. Her main area of interest is the allocation 

of intellectual property rights in the employment context although she has published on various aspects 
of intellectual property locally and in international journals. She is the author the Juta IP Fundamentals 
series of books and a contributor to Van der Merwe, A et al Law of Intellectual Property. She is the co-
founder and co-editor of the South African Intellectual Property Law Journal (IPLJ). 
 
 

Tana Pistorius, Professor of Commercial Law and Head Department of 
Commercial Law, Business School of the University of Auckland 
 
Tana Pistorius is the Head of the Department of Commercial Law at the University 
of Auckland Business School (UABS). Tana is the Programme Director of the 
Master of Information Governance Programme of the UABS and a Co-Director of 
the New Zealand Centre for Law and Business. Tana is an affiliated member of 
the Z-inspection® initiative, a holistic process for evaluating the trustworthiness of 
AI-based technologies at different stages of the AI lifecycle. She has a keen 
interest in intellectual property law, legal aspects of frontier technologies, data, and 

information technology law. Tana is a member of the Editorial Board of the WIPO-WTO Colloquium 
Papers, and she is regularly appointed as a tutor for the courses offered by the WIPO Academy. Tana 
has been involved in ICT capacity building and the training of judicial officers for the ITU since 2011 and 
more recently in Malawi and Eswatini (2023), and Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, and Zambia (2024). Tana’s past 
service roles include serving as a part-time Member of the Information Regulator (South Africa)) from 
December 2016 to September 2019. Tana was the president of the International Association for the 
Advancement of Teaching and Research in Intellectual Property (ATRIP) from 2013 to 2015. She was a 
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professor of intellectual property law at the University of South Africa from 2003-2019 and the incumbent 
of the SARChI Chair in Law, Society and Technology from 2016-2019. 
 
 

Teshager Dagne, Associate Professor & Ontario Research Chair in 
Governing Artificial Intelligence and Associate Professor at York 
Universit 
 
Professor Dagne is an Associate Professor and holds the Ontario Research 
Chair in Governing Artificial Intelligence at York University in Canada. He 
teaches at the School of Public Policy and Administration and Osgoode Hall 
Law School. His current research explores the legal, regulatory, and ethical 
aspects of AI, focusing on innovation and knowledge governance in Indigenous 

and local communities. He examines the instrumentality of intellectual property, privacy and data 
governance rules and norms in influencing societal outcomes, either perpetuating or mitigating 
inequalities in AI deployment. 
 
 
THEME 4: COPYRIGHT 
 

Thabang Jase, Director, Advisory and Support, National Intellectual 
Property Management Office (NIPMO) 
 
Mr. Thabang Jase is the Director: Advisory and Support at the DSI/NIPMO. 
He was acting Director: Advisory and Support from 2017 to 2022. His 
responsibilities include Developing and Implementing NIPMO’s Human 
Capacity Development Strategy, managing OTT Support   Fund applications          
and agreements; capacitating    stakeholders through training programs on IP 

and technology     transfer; stakeholder     management between NIPMO and its partners; management 
of advocacy and awareness program on IP (IP Wise™), etc. He   joined   NIPMO in 2011 as a   Deputy   
Director: Technology Transfer Specialist after spending his previous   professional   years   as   amongst   
others Manager: Community Development at Ndlovu Care Group Mpumalanga; Operations Specialist:  
Seda Free State; Project Leader: Business Development – CSIR Foodtek division, and Provincial Project 
Leader at the Initiative for Economic Empowerment. He holds an MBA from Regenesys Business School 
in Johannesburg (2018); Post Graduate Diploma in Business Management from Small Business 
Education and Training Academy in Johannesburg (1992); BA Ed. degree from the National University 
of Lesotho (1991). He has business skills courses, leadership, management, Intellectual Property, 
Technology Transfer skills, etc., Thabang is a member of Licensing Executives Society (LES) and 
Southern African Research and Information Management   Association (SARIMA) and   loves interacting 
with people on IP advocacy, assisting in IP Management and Funding. 
 
 

Chijioke Okorie Ph.D., Lecturer, University of Pretoria and Senior 
Researcher, Centre for Intellectual Property Law (IP Centre) 
 
Chijioke Okorie is a Lecturer at the University of Pretoria, where she specialises 
in Intellectual Property Law and Internet laws. She is a Senior Researcher at and 
member of the Centre for Intellectual Property Law (IP Centre). She is the 
principal investigator and leader of Data Science Law Lab, a research group at 
the University of Pretoria that deploys research in law and produces evidence 
and policy advice to support the growth of data science research across 

Africa. Chijioke is an Africa correspondent at The IPKat blog, associate editor of South African 
Intellectual Property Law Journal, and the author of several articles on intellectual property and 
information justice issues in Africa. 
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THEME 5: PATENTS: CURRENT ISSUES AND RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA 
 

 
Tobias Schonwetter, Associate Professor, Department of Commercial Law 
and Director, Intellectual Property Unit, University of Cape Town 
Dr. Tobias Schonwetter is an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Commercial Law, and the Director of the Faculty's Intellectual Property Unit, as 
well as the Founding Director of the Faculty's iNtaka Centre for Law & Technology. 
He teaches IP and IT law. He currently leads several development- and 
innovation-oriented research and capacity building projects, including the Open 
African Innovation Research network, Open AIR. He regularly advises various 

government and non-governmental entities on issues relating to IP and, in particular, copyright and open 
access. In 2018, Tobias became an Associate Member of the Centre of Law, Technology and Society at 
the University of Ottawa, Canada; and in 2019 he joined the Department of Science and Innovation’s 
Open Science Advisory Board. Previously, Tobias has held positions as a Senior Manager – Technology 
and Innovation Law – at PwC South Africa, as the Regional Coordinator for Africa and Legal Lead in 
South Africa for the Creative Commons Corporation, as a guest editor for the African Journal of 
Information and Communication, and as a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Cape Town’s 
Intellectual Property Research Unit. Over the years, Tobias was involved in numerous research projects, 
including the Open Review of the South African Copyright Act 1978 project, the African Copyright and 
Access to Knowledge (ACA2K) project, the Exploring the Emerging Impacts of Open Data in Developing 
Countries (ODDC) initiative, the African Scholars for Knowledge Justice (ASK Justice) project, the 
WikiPrimary project and the Open and Collaborative Science in Development network (OCSDnet) and 
One Ocean Hub. 
Tobias studied and practiced law in Germany and holds PhD and LLM degrees from the University of 
Cape Town's Law Faculty. Tobias’s linked profile is available here and his twitter handle is 
@tobyschonwetter. 
 

 
 Fernando dos Santos, Ph.D., Senior Advisor on Africa, European Patent Office 
 
Dr. dos Santos is a Senior Advisor on Africa, European Patent Organization (EPO) 
and Lecturer Intellectual Property at the Faculty of Law, Eduardo Mondlane 
University, Maputo. Holds a PhD in Intellectual Property and Innovation by the 
University of the Witwatersrand in South Africa and recently published a book on 
‘Innovation in Africa: Levelling the Playing Field to Promote Technology Transfer’. 
He spearheads EPO projects supporting patent drafting and examination in Africa. 
A flagship ongoing project is the PATLIB Knowledge Transfer to Africa Initiative 
aiming at supporting African universities to access and exploit technological 
information available on databases through exchanges with more than 300 PATLIB 

established in Europe. 
 
 

Bassem Awad, Director of the Intellectual Property, Information and 
Technology Law Unit and Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law, Western 
University 
 
Dr. Bassem Awad is a Professor at the Faculty of Law at the University of Western 
Ontario in Canada. A Former Judge and Head of the Appeal Court at the Appeal 
Courts of Egypt. Professor Awad is a Lead Tutor and Professor at the Academy of 
the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in Geneva and consultant on 
number of projects. He was nominated in 2020 as the Chair of the ASRIC Taskforce 

on intellectual property rights at the African Union. Prior to joining Western Law, Professor Awad was the 
Deputy Director of Intellectual Property Law and Innovation at the Centre for International Governance 
Innovation (CIGI) in Canada. Prof. Awad received his Ph.D. and LL.M degrees in Intellectual Property 
from the University of Montpellier, in France and an LL.M in International Business Law from University 
of Paris I (Panthéon-Sorbonne). He conducted his post-doctoral research studies at the University of 
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Western Ontario in Canada. Professor Awad has remarkable experience in intellectual property law, 
technology law, and innovation policies. He teaches and consult governments in the area of intellectual 
property strategy and commercialisation, patent policies and law and frontier technologies. Professor 
Awad is a frequent speaker in international and regional forum on Intellectual Property topics. 
 
 
 
THEME 6: TRADEMARKS AND GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS: CURRENT ISSUES AND RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA 
 
 

Irene Calboli, Regents Professor of Law, Texas A&M University 
 
Irene Calboli is Regents Professor of Law at Texas A&M University and Academic 
Fellow at the University of Geneva. She holds several honorary and visiting 
appointments, including at SciencesPo Paris, the University of Melbourne, Singapore 
University of Social Sciences, National Law School Delhi, Bocconi University, and 
Stanford University. In 2022, she was a Fulbright-Hanken Distinguished Chair in 
Business and Economics in Finland and, in 2018, a Fulbright Specialist Scholar at 
the Royal University of Law and Economics in Cambodia. She is a member of the 
editorial board of several scientific journals, including the Oxford Journal of 
Intellectual Property Law and Practice, the Queen Mary Journal of Intellectual 

Property, and the WIPO-WTO Colloquium Papers. An elected member of the American Law Institute 
and the European Law Institute, she serves on the board of several professional associations, including 
the Comparative Law and European Law Sections of the Association of American Law Schools, the 
American Branch of the International Law Association, the European Policy for Intellectual Property Law 
Association, and the International Trademark Association. She regularly advises national governments 
and international organizations, and is currently an Expert for the World Intellectual Property 
Organization, the World Trade Organization, the U.N. International Trade Center, and the European 
Union. Irene is a graduate of the University of Bologna, Queen Mary University, and the London School 
of Economics. 
 
 
 

Teshager Dagne, Associate Professor & Ontario Research Chair in 
Governing Artificial Intelligence and Associate Professor at York 
University 
 
Professor Dagne is an Associate Professor and holds the Ontario Research 
Chair in Governing Artificial Intelligence at York University in Canada. He 
teaches at the School of Public Policy and Administration and Osgoode Hall 
Law School. His current research explores the legal, regulatory, and ethical 
aspects of AI, focusing on innovation and knowledge governance in Indigenous 

and local communities. He examines the instrumentality of intellectual property, privacy and data 
governance rules and norms in influencing societal outcomes, either perpetuating or mitigating 
inequalities in AI deployment. 
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Sadulla Karjiker, Professor & Chair of Intellectual Property Law, 
Stellenbosch University 
 
Sadulla Karjiker is a South African legal scholar and Professor & Anton 
Mostert Chair in Intellectual Property Law at Stellenbosch University. He is 
known for his works on corporate law and intellectual property. Prof Karjiker 
is lecturer of Intellectual Property Law (LLB & LLM), Information Technology 
Law (LLM), Copyright Law and Trade Mark Law (LLM) and Company Law 
(LLB) in the Department of Mercantile Law. He is admitted as an attorney 
in South Africa and a solicitor in England and has practised in corporate 
and commercial law in both jurisdictions. He also worked for a UK legal 

publisher on its technology-related projects. His current research interests are copyright and trade mark 
law. Prof Karjiker holds the Chair of Intellectual Property Law from 2016. He is the programme 
coordinator of the LLM (IP Law) and PGDip (IP Law) programmes and the Stellenbosch coordinator of 
the annual IP Law Short Course. 

 
Nomagugu Hlongwane, Senior Lecturer, University of South 
Africa 
 
Ms Nomagugu Hlongwane, Senior lecturer, University of South 
Africa. LLB & LLM (University of the Western Cape). Registered for 
LLD in Geographic indications and trademarks. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
THEME 7: INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS AND UTILITY MODELS: CURRENT ISSUES AND 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA 
 
 

Hezekiel Oira, Professor of Law & Dean, Mount Kenya University 
School of Law, Nairobi 
 
Dr. Hezekiel Oira is holder of LL.D, LLM & LLB; CPS, and is an advocate, currently 
serves as the Dean of the School of Law at Mount Kenya University in Kenya. He 
is a co-author of an IP book titled “Intellectual Property Rights in Kenya” and has 
published several articles in peer-reviewed journals. Dr. Oira also serves as an 
external examiner for Daystar University's School of Law and is one of the external 
reviewers for the Kabarak University Law Journal. In 2020, he was commissioned 
by WIPO to craft two curricula for copyright and related rights for arts students at 
the masters and undergraduate levels. Currently, in addition to his job, Dr. Oira's 

main focus is to conduct further research on and harmonize members’ comments and contributions both 
in written forms and during the WIPO SCCR meetings on the WIPO draft treaty for the protection of 
broadcasting organizations, of which he is one of the facilitators. 
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Stanley Murairwa, Professor & Dean, College of Business, Peace, 
Leadership and Governance, Africa University 
 
Prof. Stanley Murairwa (PhD) is the Dean of the College of Business, Peace, 
Leadership and Governance (CBPLG) at Africa University (AU) in Zimbabwe 
where the joint MIP Program with WIPO, ARIPO and Africa University is housed. 
He holds a PhD Degree in Decision Science (UUM), an M.Sc. degree in 
Operations Research (Distinction) (NUST), B.Sc. Special Honours Degree in 
Statistics (UZ), Diploma in Statistics (UZ), and Diploma in Management 

Information System (IMIS). He is a Senate member and a Chairperson or a member of several 
committees at Africa University. Prof Murairwa is a board member and reviewer of several local and 
international journals. His areas of research interest include Heuristics, Operations Research, Statistics, 
Combinatorial Optimization, Integer Programming, Optimization, and Linear Programming. His 
publications appear in several highly reputable local and international journals. 
 
 
 
THEME 8: IP AND COMPETITION: RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA 
 
 

Tebogo Lefifi, Ph.D., Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance and 
DSI-NRF SARChI Chair: IP, Innovation and Development, UCT 
 
Dr Tebogo Lefifi is a Senior Programme Manager: Stakeholder Relations at 
the Nelson Mandela School of Public Governance, University of Cape Town 
(UCT). She holds a PhD in Commerce: Chinese Law and Investments in Africa 
(UCT), an LLM in Chinese Business Law (Hong Kong Open University), and a 
BCom from the University of KwaZulu-Natal. Since 2018, Tebogo has been 
convening and teaching an LLM course and an executive development course 

in Chinese Law and Investments at UCT. Her expertise includes international business strategy and 
research, China-Africa relations, strategic marketing, and reputation management. In her previous roles, 
Tebogo has served as a senior government official and established the first official national brand agency 
in China. In this capacity, she profiled and positioned South Africa and Africa to attract Chinese 
investments and promote market entry for African products in China. She has been a Chief 
Representative for various organisations in China, providing strategic advice to private sector companies 
and senior officials in the public sector. Tebogo serves on advisory boards for various China-Africa 
businesses and initiatives, including the Africa China Law Desk (ACLD). She co-founded the Sino-Africa 
Centre of Excellence (SACE), an applied think tank that published and conducted the China Business 
Perception Index in various African countries. 
 
 

Desmond Oriakhogba, Associate Professor, Department of Private Law, 
University of the Western Cape 

 
Desmond Oriakhogba is an Associate Professor in the Department of Private 
Law at the UWC. He obtained his PhD from the University of Cape Town (UCT), 
South Africa; and Master of Laws (LLM) and Bachelor of Laws (LLB) degrees 
from the University of Benin, Nigeria. He is a Queen Elizabeth Scholar (awarded 
by the Canadian government). He is also an expert collaborator with international 
research networks, including the Open African Innovation Research Network, the 

International Network on the Right to Research in International Copyright. Desmond is an independent 
consultant for the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) where he tutors participants under 
WIPO Academy’s distance learning programs. He is an associate editor of the South African Intellectual 
Property Law Journal, and was a visiting researcher in the Centre for Technology, Law and Society, 
Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa, Canada. 
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Antony Taubman, Director, Intellectual Property, Government Procurement & 
Competition Division (IPD), World Trade Organization (WTO) 

Antony Taubman has served since 2009 as Director of the WTO’s Intellectual 
Property, Government Procurement and Competition Division, with responsibility for 
a wide range of WTO activities in these fields including coordination on the 
intersections between public health, trade policy and the intellectual property 
system, with a particular focus on the international response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. From 2002 to 2009, he directed the Global Intellectual Property Issues 
Division of WIPO (including the Traditional Knowledge Division and Life Sciences 
Program), covering IP and genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore, the 

life sciences, and related global issues including public health and climate, the environment, climate 
change, human rights, food security, bioethics and indigenous issues. An earlier appointment at WIPO 
covered development cooperation in Asia and the Pacific, redesign of the program and budget, and 
policy development. 

 
 
 
THEME 9: UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (UNSDGS): CLIMATE CHANGE 
AND ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY TECHNOLOGIES 

 
Amos Saurombe, Associate Professor of Law and International Trade 
Law Consultant, University of South Africa 
 
Amos Saurombe is a Professor of International Economic Law & related aspects 
of Intellectual Property law and Biodiversity at the University of South Africa. He 
currently serves as Head of Department, Criminal and Procedural Law in the 
College of Law. He is an International Trade Law & regional integration 
Consultant for the African Union and their various Regional Economic 
Communities (RECs). He is an Adjunct Professor of international economic law at 
the Trade Policy Training Centre (TRAPCA), Arusha Tanzania. He also teaches 

international trade at the Thabo Mbeki African School of Public and International Affairs. He has taught 
at the University of South Africa for 15 years. Amos has supervised a number of Doctoral (15) and 
Masters Students (25) to completion as well as publishing over 50 research papers in high impact 
factor journals. A C2 NRF Rated Researcher and member of Southern African Young Academy of 
Sciences (SAYAS). Prof. Saurombe is a serving member of the 14th Council of the National University 
of Lesotho. 

 
Bassem Awad, Director of the Intellectual Property, Information and 
Technology Law Unit and Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Law, 
Western University 
 
Dr. Bassem Awad is a Professor at the Faculty of Law at the University of Western 
Ontario in Canada. A Former Judge and Head of the Appeal Court at the Appeal 
Courts of Egypt. Professor Awad is a Lead Tutor and Professor at the Academy 
of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in Geneva and consultant 
on number of projects. He was nominated in 2020 as the Chair of the ASRIC 
Taskforce on intellectual property rights at the African Union. Prior to joining 

Western Law, Professor Awad was the Deputy Director of Intellectual Property Law and Innovation at 
the Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) in Canada. Prof. Awad received his Ph.D. and 
LL.M degrees in Intellectual Property from the University of Montpellier, in France and an LL.M in 
International Business Law from University of Paris I (Panthéon-Sorbonne). He conducted his post-
doctoral research studies at the University of Western Ontario in Canada. Professor Awad has 
remarkable experience in intellectual property law, technology law, and innovation policies. He teaches 
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and consult governments in the area of intellectual property strategy and commercialisation, patent 
policies and law and frontier technologies. Professor Awad is a frequent speaker in international and 
regional forum on Intellectual Property topics. 
 

 

Anthony Kakooza, J.S.D, Lecturer, School of Law and Ag. Head, 
Depart of Commercial Law, Makerere University (Uganda) 
 
Dr. Anthony C.K. Kakooza is a distinguished legal scholar and academic, 
currently serving as the Acting Head of the Commercial Law Department at the 
School of Law, Makerere University. He holds an array of qualifications, 
including an LL.B (Hons.) from Makerere University, a Dip LP from the Law 
Development Centre in Uganda, an LL.M in International Economic Law from 
Warwick University in the U.K., and a J.S.D from the University of Illinois in the 

U.S.A. Dr. Kakooza is a member of several professional associations, reflecting his diverse interests and 
expertise. He is a member and cluster head of the Intellectual Property Cluster at the Uganda Law 
Society, a member of the East African Law Society, a member of the Bulletins Committee at INTA 
(International Trademark Association), and a member of UCLF (Uganda Christian Lawyers Fraternity). 
In addition to his academic and professional commitments, Dr. Kakooza is actively involved in various 
projects. He is currently engaged in a case study development project on Climate Adaptation Innovation 
with Governing Climate Innovation Africa (GOCIA). He also serves as a research consultant in a project 
analysing the flexibilities in laws and policies that regulate the digital environment in the ARIPO region. 
Dr. Kakooza's multifaceted career and contributions reflect his commitment to advancing legal 
scholarship and practice in Uganda and beyond. 
 
 
 
 
THEME 10: IP, TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, TCES & GENETIC RESOURCES: CURRENT ISSUES 
AND RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN AFRICA 
 

 
Roshan Khan, Intellectual Property Division, Intellectual Property, 
Competition Policy and Government Procurement, WTO 
 
Roshan is a legal officer within the Intellectual Property, Competition, and 
Government Procurement Division at the World Trade Organization (WTO). In her 
current capacity, she leads technical cooperation and collaborative initiatives 
related to the WTO's Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS). Her leadership encompasses overseeing various programs aimed 
at enhancing WTO Members' implementation of the TRIPS Agreement, including 
collaborative training programs with the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO). Roshan's tenure at the WTO spans over a decade. She played a pivotal 

role in the Agriculture and Commodities Division, particularly as part of the Standards and Trade 
Development Facility (STDF), a global partnership of the World Bank, WTO, FAO, WHO, and the World 
Organization for Animal Health. The STDF was established to strengthen Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
(SPS) capacity building in developing countries. In this role, Roshan supported over 25 developing 
countries, mainly in English-speaking Africa and Asia, in developing and rolling out results-focused 
projects on food safety, animal health, and plant health. She drove STDF’s work on evidence-based 
decision-making (P-IMA) to support SPS investments and ran various initiatives to use data for resource 
allocation to improve SPS capacity. Roshan holds a Master's degree in International Trade and 
Economics from the University of Barcelona (IELPO). She also holds a dual Bachelor's degree in Law 
and Social Sciences from the Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS), Pakistan. A Pakistani 
national, Roshan is registered as an advocate in her country. 
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John Dashaco Tambutoh, Professor of Law and Coordinator, WIPO-OAPI-
University of Yaoundé II MIP 
 
John Dashaco Tambutoh is Professor of Law in the University of Yaounde II, 
Cameroon. He is Academic Coordinator of the Masters in IP program organized by 
OAPI, WIPO and UYII. He was DVC-ICE in the University of Bamenda from 2012 
to 2017 and Vice Dean/RC of the Faculty of Laws and Political Science, University 
of Yaounde II, from 2000 to 2011. He is holder of a Doctorat d’Etat and Doctorat 

de 3e Cycle in Law. He also has a Certificate of Participation in the Post-Graduate Specialization Course 
in Intellectual Property organized by WIPO/WWA and the University of Turin in 2001. He has realized 
and/or participated in some projects which, inter alia, include a study on national laws on copyright in 
Africa in collaboration with RDA-CISAC, the draft statute and governance structure of PAIPO in Dakar, 
Senegal, translated the document entitled “Relationship between Copyright Law and the Law of Contract: 
Electronic Resources and the Consortium of Libraries” from English to French, participated in elaborating 
the National Development Plan for Intellectual Property in Cameroon and was member of the ADHOC 
Committee of the Ministry of Industrial and Commercial Development to adapt Cameroonian laws to 
TRIPS, 1994. 

 
Hezekiel Oira, Professor of Law & Dean, Mount Kenya University 
School of Law, Nairobi 
 
Dr. Hezekiel Oira is holder of LL.D, LLM & LLB; CPS, and is an advocate, currently 
serves as the Dean of the School of Law at Mount Kenya University in Kenya. He 
is a co-author of an IP book titled “Intellectual Property Rights in Kenya” and has 
published several articles in peer-reviewed journals. Dr. Oira also serves as an 
external examiner for Daystar University's School of Law and is one of the external 
reviewers for the Kabarak University Law Journal. In 2020, he was commissioned 
by WIPO to craft two curricula for copyright and related rights for arts students at 
the masters and undergraduate levels. Currently, in addition to his job, Dr. Oira's 

main focus is to conduct further research on and harmonize members’ comments and contributions both 
in written forms and during the WIPO SCCR meetings on the WIPO draft treaty for the protection of 
broadcasting organizations, of which he is one of the facilitators. 

 
 
 
THEME 11: (I) WIPO TREATY ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY, GENETIC RESOURCES 
AND ASSOCIATED TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE – IMPLICATIONS FOR AFRICA AND (II) 
PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION 
 
 

Eddie Hurter, Associate Professor in Intellectual Property Law, University 
of South Africa 
 
Professor Eddie Hurter is an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Mercantile Law at the University of South Africa where he teaches intellectual 
property law and information technology law. Professor Hurter is an admitted 
attorney of the High Court of South Africa and, among others, a member of the 
South African Institute of Intellectual Property Law (SAIIPL) and the International 
Association for the Advancement of Teaching and Research in Intellectual 

Property (ATRIP). He serves as an adjudicator and appeals panellist for both the South African Wireless 
Application Service Provider’s Association and the South African Internet Service Provider’s Association. 
Professor Hurter has a special interest in domain name law and has served in an advisory capacity to 
the South African Department of Communications and Digital Technologies, the ZA Central Registry 
(ZACR), and the South African Institute of Intellectual Property Law (SAIIPL), regarding relevant 
legislation, and the resolution of domain name disputes in the .za domain. 
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Enyinna Sodienye Nwauche, Professor of Law and Head Department 
of Private Law, Nelson Mandela School of Law, University of Fort Hare 
 
Enyinna Sodienye Nwauche is a professor of law at the Nelson Mandela School of 
Law University of Fort Hare, East London. He previously taught at Rhodes 
University Grahamstown; the University of Botswana; and the Rivers State 
University of Nigeria. He is a rated NRF scholar and has held fellowship and visiting 
positions in the United States; Canada; Germany; United Kingdom and Austria. He 
was Chair of the Coordinating Committee of the African Network of Constitutional 
ALawyers (ANCL); a member of the Executive Committee of the International 

Association of Constitutional Law (IACL) and former Director General of the Nigerian Copyright 
Commission. He has to his credit many international peer reviewed books and articles a list of which 
appears at at https://enyinnawuache.com. 

 
 

Chidi Oguamanam, Professor, Faculty of Law and University 
Research Chair in Sustainable Bio-Innovation, Indigenous 
Knowledge Systems and Global Knowledge Governance, 
University of Ottawa 
 
Dr. Chidi Oguamanam is a full professor at the Centre for Law and Technology 
in the University of Ottawa’s Faculty of Law. He holds the Research Chair in 
Sustainable Bio-Innovation, Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Global 
Knowledge Governance. He is also a Co-founder of the Open African 

Innovation Research (Open AIR) Network and the founding Director of Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) 
Canada. Dr. Chidi Oguamanam is called to the Bar in Nigeria and Canada and is a member of the 
Nigerian Bar Association and the Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society. He is also inducted to the Royal Society 
of Canada College of New Scholars, Artists and Scientists and holds several interdisciplinary research 
fellowships. Dr. Chidi Oguamanam’s research interests include global knowledge governance, especially 
through intellectual property and technology law, with emphasis on biodiversity, biotechnology & AI. He 
explores the intersections of Western science and the traditional knowledge of Indigenous and local 
communities in relation to the global dynamics of negotiating access to knowledge and the benefits of 
innovation. Dr. Oguamanam is affiliated with three Centres of Excellence at the University of Ottawa: 
Centre for Law Technology & Society, Centre for Environment & Global Sustainability and the Centre for 
Health Law, Policy & Ethics. 
 

 
Coenraad Visser, Professor Extraordinarius, University of South Africa, 
South Africa 
 
Coenraad Visser is a professor extraordinarius in the College of Law at the University 
of South Africa. His research focus has been on intellectual property law issues in 
developing countries. As a result, he became a special adviser to The World Bank 
on Civic Engagement, Empowerment, and Respect for Diversity, and a consultant to 
bodies such as the African Union, the American Law Institute, the European Patent 
Office, the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, and the 

World Intellectual Property Organisation. In 1996, he was the spokesperson on technical matters for the 
African Group at the WIPO diplomatic conference to adopt the WIPO Copyright Treaty and the WIPO 
Performances and Phonograms Treaty. He was also the vice-chair of the drafting committee of the 
conference that prepared the final text of the treaties. He has authored and contributed to 25 books, and 
has published more than 100 articles in peer review journals. He was on the editorial board of Computer 
Law International and the International Review of Intellectual Property and Competition Law. He was the 
editor of the Annual Survey of South African Law and the South African Mercantile Law Journal, and is 
currently the editor of the Journal of Contemporary Roman Dutch Law. 

 



 

WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY  

THEME 12: UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (UNSDGS): GLOBAL PUBLIC 
HEALTH ((INCLUDING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND DIVERSIFYING PRODUCTION OF 
VACCINES AND OTHER KEY TECHNOLOGIES) 
 
 

 
Coenraad Visser, Professor Extraordinarius, University of South Africa, 
South Africa 
 
Coenraad Visser is a professor extraordinarius in the College of Law at the University 
of South Africa. His research focus has been on intellectual property law issues in 
developing countries. As a result, he became a special adviser to The World Bank 
on Civic Engagement, Empowerment, and Respect for Diversity, and a consultant to 
bodies such as the African Union, the American Law Institute, the European Patent 
Office, the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, and the 

World Intellectual Property Organisation. In 1996, he was the spokesperson on technical matters for the 
African Group at the WIPO diplomatic conference to adopt the WIPO Copyright Treaty and the WIPO 
Performances and Phonograms Treaty. He was also the vice-chair of the drafting committee of the 
conference that prepared the final text of the treaties. He has authored and contributed to 25 books, and 
has published more than 100 articles in peer review journals. He was on the editorial board of Computer 
Law International and the International Review of Intellectual Property and Competition Law. He was the 
editor of the Annual Survey of South African Law and the South African Mercantile Law Journal, and is 
currently the editor of the Journal of Contemporary Roman Dutch Law. 

 
 
Roshan Khan, Intellectual Property Division, Intellectual Property, 
Competition Policy and Government Procurement, WTO 
 
Roshan is a legal officer within the Intellectual Property, Competition, and 
Government Procurement Division at the World Trade Organization (WTO). In her 
current capacity, she leads technical cooperation and collaborative initiatives 
related to the WTO's Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS). Her leadership encompasses overseeing various programs aimed 
at enhancing WTO Members' implementation of the TRIPS Agreement, including 
collaborative training programs with the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO). Roshan's tenure at the WTO spans over a decade. She played a pivotal 

role in the Agriculture and Commodities Division, particularly as part of the Standards and Trade 
Development Facility (STDF), a global partnership of the World Bank, WTO, FAO, WHO, and the World 
Organization for Animal Health. The STDF was established to strengthen Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
(SPS) capacity building in developing countries. In this role, Roshan supported over 25 developing 
countries, mainly in English-speaking Africa and Asia, in developing and rolling out results-focused 
projects on food safety, animal health, and plant health. She drove STDF’s work on evidence-based 
decision-making (P-IMA) to support SPS investments and ran various initiatives to use data for resource 
allocation to improve SPS capacity. Roshan holds a Master's degree in International Trade and 
Economics from the University of Barcelona (IELPO). She also holds a dual Bachelor's degree in Law 
and Social Sciences from the Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS), Pakistan. A Pakistani 
national, Roshan is registered as an advocate in her country. 
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Lonias Ndlovu, Professor & Director, School of Law, Faculty of 
Management, Commerce and Law, University of Venda 
 
Lonias is a professor and Director of the School of Law at the University of Venda 
(SA), where he has worked since August 2016. He served as the dean of the 
School of Law at the same university from 2019 to 2021. He holds a Bachelor 
and Master of Laws from the University of Fort Hare (SA), a Doctor of Laws from 
the University of South Africa, and a Postgraduate Diploma in Higher Education 
from the University of Kwazulu-Natal. Before joining the University of Venda, he 

worked at the universities of Fort Hare, Zululand, and North West (all in SA), holding managerial positions 
such as Head of the Law Department and Vice Dean at the University of Zululand. As an Advocate of 
the High Court of South Africa, Lonias maintains a limited commercial law practice, focusing on 
intellectual property, customs law, and commercial law. His teaching and research interests include 
intellectual property law, access to medicines, international trade law, and corporate law. He has been 
an instructor on the WIPO/Havard University PatentX Programme on Patent Law and Global Public 
Health since its inception in 2023. Lonias is an active member of several professional societies, including 
the African American Society of International Law, Asian Society of International Law, African 
International Economic Law Network, Society of International Economic Law, and the South African 
Association of Intellectual Property Law and Information Technology Law. 

 
 
 
THEME 13: AFRICAN CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA (AFCFTA): THE ECONOMIC, 
TRADE POLICY AND SOCIAL CONTEXT FOR IP IN AFRICAN COUNTRIES 

 

Ntando Sindane, Ph.D., Lecturer, University of the Western Cape 
 
Dr Ntando Sindane is an academic and researcher based in Cape Town, South 
Africa. He teaches Public International Law, and Research Methodology for Law 
Students. Currently, he is thinking about the iniquitous relationship between 
racial capitalism and the global copyright law regime. He holds the LLB and LLM 
degrees from the University of South Africa (Unisa) and a PhD degree in 
Intellectual Property Law at the University of Cape Town (UCT). His PhD thesis 
is titled, “Abezimu/Badimo (ancestors) and copyright law: from the Decolonial 

Turn to the Pluriversal Author”. He is editor of various scholarly and literary journals. For leisure, he is an 
ardent follower of Test Cricket, and an undying supporter of Kaizer Chiefs Football club, #Amakhosi4Life! 
 

Caroline Ncube, Professor & DSI/NRF SARChl Research Chair in 
Intellectual Property, Innovation and Development, University of 
Cape Town 
 
Professor Caroline Ncube is the DSI/NRF SARChI Research Chair in Intellectual 
Property, Innovation and Development in the Department of Commercial Law at 
the University of Cape Town (UCT). She holds a PhD in IP Law from the 
University of Cape Town; an LLM from the University of Cambridge; and an LLB 
from the University of Zimbabwe. Before joining UCT in 2005, Prof Ncube 

lectured at the University of Limpopo (formerly University of the North) and the University of Zimbabwe. 
Prior to that, she practiced as an attorney at Coghlan, Welsh & Guest. 
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Yeukai Mupangavanhu, Associate Professor, University of the 
Western Cape 
 
Prof Yeukai Mupangavanhu received her LLD degree in the area of Trademark 
Law from the University of the Western Cape (UWC) in 2014. Her main 
research interests include Intellectual Property Law with a special focus on 
trademarks and the Law of Contract. She has taught Intellectual Property Law 
at undergraduate and postgraduate levels as well as the Law of Contract and 
Advanced Law of Contract at the undergraduate level. Prof Mupangavanhu has 
presented at both national and international conferences and forums. She 

continues to publish articles and supervise postgraduate students in the field of Intellectual Property Law. 
She has received scholarships and awards such as the Law Faculty’s Emerging Researcher Award. 

 
 
 
THEME 14: CURRENT IP RESEARCH AND TEACHING METHODOLOGIES: BUILDING 
CAPACITY OF UNIVERSITIES TO TRANSFORM IDEAS INTO TANGIBLE ASSETS 
 

 
Roshan Khan, Intellectual Property Division, Intellectual Property, 
Competition Policy and Government Procurement, WTO 
 
Roshan is a legal officer within the Intellectual Property, Competition, and 
Government Procurement Division at the World Trade Organization (WTO). In her 
current capacity, she leads technical cooperation and collaborative initiatives 
related to the WTO's Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
Rights (TRIPS). Her leadership encompasses overseeing various programs aimed 
at enhancing WTO Members' implementation of the TRIPS Agreement, including 
collaborative training programs with the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO). Roshan's tenure at the WTO spans over a decade. She played a pivotal 

role in the Agriculture and Commodities Division, particularly as part of the Standards and Trade 
Development Facility (STDF), a global partnership of the World Bank, WTO, FAO, WHO, and the World 
Organization for Animal Health. The STDF was established to strengthen Sanitary and Phytosanitary 
(SPS) capacity building in developing countries. In this role, Roshan supported over 25 developing 
countries, mainly in English-speaking Africa and Asia, in developing and rolling out results-focused 
projects on food safety, animal health, and plant health. She drove STDF’s work on evidence-based 
decision-making (P-IMA) to support SPS investments and ran various initiatives to use data for resource 
allocation to improve SPS capacity. Roshan holds a Master's degree in International Trade and 
Economics from the University of Barcelona (IELPO). She also holds a dual Bachelor's degree in Law 
and Social Sciences from the Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS), Pakistan. A Pakistani 
national, Roshan is registered as an advocate in her country. 
 

 
Coenraad Visser, Professor Extraordinarius, University of South Africa, 
South Africa 
 
Coenraad Visser is a professor extraordinarius in the College of Law at the University 
of South Africa. His research focus has been on intellectual property law issues in 
developing countries. As a result, he became a special adviser to The World Bank 
on Civic Engagement, Empowerment, and Respect for Diversity, and a consultant to 
bodies such as the African Union, the American Law Institute, the European Patent 
Office, the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions, and the 

World Intellectual Property Organisation. In 1996, he was the spokesperson on technical matters for the 
African Group at the WIPO diplomatic conference to adopt the WIPO Copyright Treaty and the WIPO 
Performances and Phonograms Treaty. He was also the vice-chair of the drafting committee of the 
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conference that prepared the final text of the treaties. He has authored and contributed to 25 books, and 
has published more than 100 articles in peer review journals. He was on the editorial board of Computer 
Law International and the International Review of Intellectual Property and Competition Law. He was the 
editor of the Annual Survey of South African Law and the South African Mercantile Law Journal, and is 
currently the editor of the Journal of Contemporary Roman Dutch Law. 
 

 
Stanley Murairwa, Professor & Dean, College of Business, Peace, 
Leadership and Governance, Africa University 
 
Prof. Stanley Murairwa (PhD) is the Interim Dean of the College of Business, 
Peace, Leadership and Governance (CBPLG) at Africa University (AU) in 
Zimbabwe where the joint MIP Program with WIPO, ARIPO and Africa University 
is housed. He holds a PhD Degree in Decision Science (UUM), M.Sc. degree 
in Operations Research (Distinction) (NUST), B.Sc. Special Honours Degree 
in Statistics (UZ), Diploma in Statistics (UZ), and Diploma in Management 

Information System (IMIS). He is a Senate member and a Chairperson or a member of a number of 
committees at Africa University. Prof Murairwa is a board member and reviewer of a number of local and 
international journals. His areas of research interest include Heuristics, Production/Operations 
Management and Applied Statistics. His publications appear in several highly reputable international 
journals. 

 
 
 
THEME 15: INNOVATION AND TECHNOLOGY ADAPTATION IN AFRICA 
 
 

Caroline Ncube, Professor & DSI/NRF SARChl Research Chair in 
Intellectual Property, Innovation and Development, University of Cape 
Town 
 
Professor Caroline Ncube is the DSI/NRF SARChI Research Chair in Intellectual 
Property, Innovation and Development in the Department of Commercial Law at 
the University of Cape Town (UCT). She holds a PhD in IP Law from the 
University of Cape Town; an LLM from the University of Cambridge; and an LLB 
from the University of Zimbabwe. Before joining UCT in 2005, Prof Ncube 

lectured at the University of Limpopo (formerly University of the North) and the University of Zimbabwe. 
Prior to that, she practiced as an attorney at Coghlan, Welsh & Guest. 
 

 
Chidi Oguamanam, Professor, Faculty of Law and University 
Research Chair in Sustainable Bio-Innovation, Indigenous 
Knowledge Systems and Global Knowledge Governance, University 
of Ottawa 
 
Dr. Chidi Oguamanam is a full professor at the Centre for Law and Technology 
in the University of Ottawa’s Faculty of Law. He holds the Research Chair in 
Sustainable Bio-Innovation, Indigenous Knowledge Systems and Global 

Knowledge Governance. He is also a Co-founder of the Open African Innovation Research (Open AIR) 
Network and the founding Director of Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) Canada. Dr. Chidi Oguamanam 
is called to the Bar in Nigeria and Canada and is a member of the Nigerian Bar Association and the Nova 
Scotia Barristers’ Society. He is also inducted to the Royal Society of Canada College of New Scholars, 
Artists and Scientists and holds several interdisciplinary research fellowships. Dr. Chidi Oguamanam’s 
research interests include global knowledge governance, especially through intellectual property and 
technology law, with emphasis on biodiversity, biotechnology & AI. He explores the intersections of 
Western science and the traditional knowledge of Indigenous and local communities in relation to the 

http://www.uum.edu.my/
http://www.nust.ac.zw/
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global dynamics of negotiating access to knowledge and the benefits of innovation. Dr. Oguamanam is 
affiliated with three Centres of Excellence at the University of Ottawa: Centre for Law Technology & 
Society, Centre for Environment & Global Sustainability and the Centre for Health Law, Policy & Ethics. 
 

 
Tobias Schonwetter, Associate Professor, Department of Commercial Law 
and Director, Intellectual Property Unit, University of Cape Town 
 
Dr. Tobias Schonwetter is an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Commercial Law, and the Director of the Faculty's Intellectual Property Unit, as 
well as the Founding Director of the Faculty's iNtaka Centre for Law & 
Technology. He teaches IP and IT law. He currently leads several development- 
and innovation-oriented research and capacity building projects, including the 
Open African Innovation Research network, Open AIR. He regularly advises 

various government and non-governmental entities on issues relating to IP and, in particular, copyright 
and open access. In 2018, Tobias became an Associate Member of the Centre of Law, Technology and 
Society at the University of Ottawa, Canada; and in 2019 he joined the Department of Science and 
Innovation’s Open Science Advisory Board. Previously, Tobias has held positions as a Senior Manager 
– Technology and Innovation Law – at PwC South Africa, as the Regional Coordinator for Africa and 
Legal Lead in South Africa for the Creative Commons Corporation, as a guest editor for the African 
Journal of Information and Communication, and as a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Cape Town’s 
Intellectual Property Research Unit. Over the years, Tobias was involved in numerous research projects, 
including the Open Review of the South African Copyright Act 1978 project, the African Copyright and 
Access to Knowledge (ACA2K) project, the Exploring the Emerging Impacts of Open Data in Developing 
Countries (ODDC) initiative, the African Scholars for Knowledge Justice (ASK Justice) project, the 
WikiPrimary project and the Open and Collaborative Science in Development network (OCSDnet) and 
One Ocean Hub. 
Tobias studied and practiced law in Germany and holds PhD and LLM degrees from the University of 
Cape Town's Law Faculty. Tobias’s linked profile is available here and his twitter handle is 
@tobyschonwetter. 

 
 

Nandipha Ntsaluba, Adv, University of South Africa 

 
Nandipha Ntsaluba is an advocate, academic, and experienced professional 
with a diverse background in law, education, and training. She holds twelve 
qualifications, including four Master's degrees in various fields (2LLMs (UP), 
Med(UOVS), MBL(UNISA)), and is currently a member of the UNISA CLAW 
Mercantile Law Department. Nandipha was the first female Defence Strategy 
and Ex Act Deputy Director General within the Military Veterans. She specializes 
in Intellectual Property, Cybersecurity, Commercial Contracting, Data Privacy, 
and ASM Policy Advice. Nandipha is a member of various professional bodies, 
including the South African Females in Energy Efficiency interest group, ZAIGF 

multistakeholder Committee, and the South African Association of Intellectual Property Law and 
Information Technology Teachers and Researchers (AIPLITL). She has also attended numerous 
international, continental, and domestic conferences. 

[END OF DOCUMENT] 

 


