Confidentiality of Communications between Clients and Patent Advisors
(Republic of Korea)

< CRIMINAL ACT >

Article 2 (Domestic Crimes)
This Act shall apply to both Korean nationals and aliens who commit crimes in the territory of the

Republic of Korea.

Article 3 (Crimes by Koreans outside Korea)
This Act shall apply to all Korean nationals who commit crimes outside the territory of the Republic of

Korea.

Article 317(Occupational Disclosure of Other’s Secrets)

(1) A doctor, dentist, herb doctor, pharmacist, druggist, midwife, lawyer, patent attorney, certified

public accountant, notary, scrivener or his assistant or any person formerly engaged in such

profession who discloses another’'s secret which has come to his knowledge in the course of the

practice of his profession, shall be punished by imprisonment or imprisonment without prison labor for

not more than three years, suspension of qualifications for not more than ten years or a fine not

exceeding seven million won.

< PATENT ATTORNEY ACT >

Article 23(Crime as to Use by Stealth and Divulgence)
When a patent attorney or a person who was a patent attorney divulges or uses by stealth without

any justifiable reason the secret of an invention or utility model of an inventor, a designer, or an

applicant for patent or registration, which he has learned in the course of performing his duty, he shall

be punished by imprisonment for not more than five years or a fine not exceeding ten million won.

< ATTORNEY-AT-LAW ACT >

Article 26(Duty to Maintain Confidentiality>
No Attorney-at-law or former attorney-at-law shall disclose any confidential matter that he/she has
learned in the course of performing his/her/duties. Provided, that the same shall not apply to cases

where such disclosure of confidential matters is especially prescribed otherwise by Acts.



< UNFAIR COMPETITION PREVENTION AND TRADE SECRETS PROTECTION ACT >

Article 18(Penal Provisions)

(1) Any person who has used useful trade secrets of any enterprise abroad for the purpose of making
an illegal profit or causing damage to such enterprise or acquired, used, or leaked such trade secrets
to any third party with knowing that they are used or will be used overseas shall be punished by
imprisonment with prison labor for not more than ten years or by a fine equivalent to the amount
ranging from not less than two times to not more than ten times the amount of the profit in property.
(2) Any person who has acquired and used useful trade secrets of any enterprise for the purpose of
making an illegal profit or causing damage to the enterprise or leaked the trade secrets to any third
party shall be punished by imprisonment with prison labor for not more than five years or by a fine
equivalent to the amount ranging from not less than two times to not more than ten times the amount

of the profit in property.
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