
 

Expedited examination programs of IP Offices 

Switzerland 

Swiss patent applications usually undergo a substantive examination in the sequence in 

which they are received by the IPI. This means that the examination usually begins about two 

years after filing. 

 
Nonetheless, the applicant can submit a request for an accelerated procedure (Art. 63 Patent 

Ordi-nance). 

 
The request has two main effects: 

- the application goes immediately into substantive examination; and 

- the internal working standards (deadlines etc.) are shortened. 

 
In practice, the accelerated procedure is requested for about 15% of the Swiss applications.  
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