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PART 1
INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO GENERAL MATTERS

Section 101
Abbreviated Expressions and Interpretation

(a) In these Administrative Instructions:

(i) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty;

(i) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty;
(iii) “Article” means an Article of the Treaty;

(iv) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations;

(v) “International Bureau” means the International Bureau as
defined in Article 2(xix) of the Treaty;

(vi) “International Authorities” means the receiving Offices, the
International Searching Authorities, the International Preliminary
Examining Authorities, and the International Bureau;

(vii) “Annex” means an Annex to these Administrative
Instructions, unless the contrary clearly follows from the wording
or the nature of the provision, or the context in which the word is
used;

(viii) “Form” means a Form contained in Annex A;

(ix) “WIPO Standard” means a Standard established by the World
Intellectual Property Organization;

(x) “Director General” means the Director General as defined in
Article 2(xx) of the Treaty;

(xi) “electronic” technology includes that having electrical, digital,
magnetic, optical or electromagnetic capabilities;

(xii) the expressions “sequence listing”, “sequence listing forming
part of the international application” and “sequence listing not
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forming part of the international application” have the same
meaning as in Annex C.

(b) MtRZIIAERERID—ERTHS.
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(b) The Annexes are part of these Administrative Instructions.

Section 102
Use of the Forms
(a) Subject to paragraphs (b) to (k) and Section 103, the
International Authorities shall use, or require the use of, the
mandatory Forms specified below:

(i) Forms for use by the applicant: () HEEAIMERTIHAK

PCT/RO/101 (request Form)
PCT/IPEA/401 (demand Form)

PCT/RO/101 (BEZ D)
PCT/IPEA/401 (A& FHETBEDFEREDH)

(i) ZEETNEHRT I HER

(ii) Forms for use by the receiving Offices:

PCT/R0O/103
PCT/RO/104
PCT/RO/105
PCT/RO/106
PCT/RO/107
PCT/RO/109
PCT/RO/110
PCT/RO/111

PCT/ISA/201
PCT/ISA/202
PCT/ISA/203
PCT/ISA/205
PCT/ISA/206

PCT/RO/112
PCT/RO/113
PCT/RO/114
PCT/RO/115
PCT/RO/117
PCT/RO/118
PCT/R0O/123
PCT/RO/126

PCT/ISA/209
PCT/ISA/210
PCT/ISA/212
PCT/ISA/217
PCT/ISA/218

PCT/R0O/133
PCT/RO/136
PCT/R0O/143
PCT/RO/147
PCT/RO/150
PCT/RO/151
PCT/R0O/152
PCT/R0O/153

PCT/ISA/219
PCT/ISA/220
PCT/ISA/225
PCT/ISA/234
PCT/ISA/235

PCT/RO/154
PCT/RO/155
PCT/RO/156
PCT/RO/157
PCT/RO/158
PCT/R0O/159

(iii) Forms for use by the International Searching Authorities:

PCT/ISA/236
PCT/ISA/237

PCT/SISA/501 PCT/SISA/504 PCT/SISA/507
PCT/SISA/502 PCT/SISA/505 PCT/SISA/510
PCT/SISA/503 PCT/SISA/506

17

PCT/RO/103 PCT/RO/112 PCT/RO/133 PCT/RO/154
PCT/RO/104 PCT/RO/113 PCT/RO/136 PCT/RO/155
PCT/RO/105 PCT/RO/114 PCT/RO/143 PCT/RO/156
PCT/RO/106 PCT/RO/115 PCT/RO/147 PCT/RO/157
PCT/RO/107 PCT/RO/117 PCT/RO/150 PCT/RO/158
PCT/RO/109 PCT/RO/118 PCT/RO/151 PCT/RO/159
PCT/RO/110 PCT/RO/123 PCT/RO/152
PCT/RO/111 PCT/RO/126 PCT/RO/153
(i) EREAERELNFERT %K
PCT/ISA/201 PCT/ISA/209 PCT/ISA/219 PCT/ISA/236
PCT/ISA/202 PCT/ISA/210 PCT/ISA/220 PCT/ISA/237
PCT/ISA/203 PCT/ISA/212 PCT/ISA/225
PCT/ISA/205 PCT/ISA/217 PCT/ISA/234
PCT/ISA/206 PCT/ISA/218 PCT/ISA/235

PCT/SISA/501 PCT/SISA/504 PCT/SISA/507
PCT/SISA/502 PCT/SISA/505 PCT/SISA/510
PCT/SISA/503 PCT/SISA/506



(iv) Forms for use by the International Bureau:

PCT/IB/301 PCT/IB/319 PCT/IB/345 PCT/IB/369
PCT/IB/304 PCT/IB/320 PCT/IB/346 PCT/IB/370
PCT/IB/305 PCT/IB/321 PCT/IB/349 PCT/IB/371
PCT/IB/306 PCT/IB/323 PCT/IB/350 PCT/IB/373
PCT/IB/307 PCT/IB/325 PCT/IB/351 PCT/IB/374
PCT/IB/308 PCT/IB/326 PCT/IB/353 PCT/IB/376
PCT/IB/310 PCT/IB/331 PCT/IB/354 PCT/IB/377
PCT/IB/311  PCT/IB/332 PCT/IB/356 PCT/IB/378
PCT/IB/313 PCT/IB/335 PCT/IB/357 PCT/IB/379
PCT/IB/314 PCT/IB/336 PCT/IB/358 PCT/IB/399
PCT/IB/315 PCT/IB/337 PCT/IB/360

PCT/IB/316 PCT/IB/338 PCT/IB/366

PCT/IB/317 PCT/IB/339 PCT/IB/367

PCT/IB/318 PCT/IB/344 PCT/IB/368

(v) Forms for use by the International Preliminary Examining
Authorities:
PCT/IPEA/402 PCT/IPEA/409 PCT/IPEA/420 PCT/IPEA/441
PCT/IPEA/404 PCT/IPEA/412 PCT/IPEA/425 PCT/IPEA/442
PCT/IPEA/405 PCT/IPEA/414 PCT/IPEA/431 PCT/IPEA/443
PCT/IPEA/407 PCT/IPEA/415 PCT/IPEA/436 PCT/IPEA/444
PCT/IPEA/408 PCT/IPEA/416 PCT/IPEA/440
(b) Slight variations in layout necessary in view of the printing of the
Forms referred to in paragraph (a) in various languages are
permitted.
(c) Slight variations in layout in the Forms referred to in paragraph
(a)(ii) to (v) are permitted to the extent necessary to meet the
particular office requirements of the International Authorities, in
particular in view of the production of the Forms by computer or of
the use of window envelopes.

(iv) EREBRMVMERT SR

PCT/IB/301 PCT/IB/319 PCT/IB/345 PCT/IB/369
PCT/IB/304 PCT/IB/320 PCT/IB/346 PCT/IB/370
PCT/IB/305 PCT/IB/321 PCT/IB/349 PCT/IB/371
PCT/IB/306 PCT/IB/323 PCT/IB/350 PCT/IB/373
PCT/IB/307 PCT/IB/325 PCT/IB/351 PCT/IB/374
PCT/IB/308 PCT/IB/326 PCT/IB/353 PCT/IB/376
PCT/IB/310 PCT/IB/331 PCT/IB/354 PCT/IB/377
PCT/IB/311 PCT/IB/332 PCT/IB/356 PCT/IB/378
PCT/IB/313 PCT/IB/335 PCT/IB/357 PCT/IB/379
PCT/IB/314 PCT/IB/336 PCT/IB/358 PCT/IB/399
PCT/IB/315 PCT/IB/337 PCT/IB/360

PCT/IB/316 PCT/IB/338 PCT/IB/366

PCT/IB/317 PCT/IB/339 PCT/IB/367

PCT/IB/318 PCT/IB/344 PCT/IB/368

v) EEFIREERENERAT IR

PCT/IPEA/402 PCT/IPEA/409 PCT/IPEA/420 PCT/IPEA/441
PCT/IPEA/404 PCT/IPEA/412 PCT/IPEA/425 PCT/IPEA/442
PCT/IPEA/405 PCT/IPEA/414 PCT/IPEA/431 PCT/IPEA/443
PCT/IPEA/407 PCT/IPEA/415 PCT/IPEA/436 PCT/IPEA/444
PCT/IPEA/408 PCT/IPEA/416 PCT/IPEA/440
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(d) Where the receiving Office, the International Searching Authority
and/or the International Preliminary Examining Authority are each
part of the same Office, the obligation to use the Forms referred to
in paragraph (a) does not extend to communications within that same
Office.
(e) The annexes to Forms PCT/R0O/106, PCT/R0O/118,
PCT/ISA/201, PCT/ISA/205, PCT/ISA/206, PCT/ISA/210,
PCT/ISA/219, PCT/IB/313, PCT/IB/336, PCT/IPEA/404,
PCT/IPEA/405 and PCT/IPEA/415 may be omitted in cases where
they are not used.
(f) The notes attached to Forms PCT/RO/101 (request Form),
PCT/IB/375 (supplementary search request Form) and
PCT/IPEA/401 (demand Form) shall be distributed by the
International Authorities concerned together with the printed
versions of those Forms. The notes attached to Form PCT/ISA/220
shall accompany the Form when sent to the applicant.
(g) The use of Forms other than those referred to in paragraph (a) is
optional.
(h) Where the request or the demand is presented as a computer
print—out, such print—out shall be prepared as follows:
(i) subject to subparagraph (ix), the layout and contents of the
request and the demand when presented as computer print—outs
shall correspond to the format of Forms PCT/R0O/101 (request
Form) and PCT/IPEA/401 (demand Form) (“the printed Forms”),
with the same information being presented on the corresponding
pages,
(ii) all boxes shall be drawn by solid lines; double lines may be
presented as single lines;
(iii) the box numbers and box titles shall be included even where no
information is supplied therein;

(d) REEF. BFFAE#EEY/XIERFEEEHELIE—O
EFD—&THAHBE X, QISHET IHRAEEATIRHL. &
ZRI—ETHNOEEICETCRAEDTIEAELY,

(e) #¥=z=PCT/R0O/106, PCT/RO/118, PCT/ISA/201, PCT/ISA/205,
PCT/ISA/206. PCT/ISA/210, PCT/ISA/219, PCT/IB/313,
PCT/IB/336. PCT/IPEA/404, PCT/IPEA/405 R UPCT/IPEA/415M
MEE L. EALZLMEEIXEIETHILATED,

() EF#EIIEL. PCT/RO/101(FRED#R ). PCT/IB/375({# FEFAE
FERZDHKL)RUPCT/IPEA/401 (EEFHRBEDEREZDHR)
DiEEZ. NRILI- L& EELITERMT S, BkXPCT/ISA/2200)
BEEICOVNTIEL, HEEANITEF T BBEICHZERITHTT D,

(2) @ICHET DA LUNDBHRADERIFEETH D,

(h) EEXIIERFREEEDHEREZIVEL—21—HNFICIYERT
BEIX. BERHFIERDEBYITS,
i) (XDIREIZHK-T, AVE1—2—HFIZKYRITEOEZE RV
EfFHEEEDEREOIF RUARIE., #%XPCT/R0O/101(FEE
D) R UPCT/IPEA/401 (EEFIHEEBEDFEREDHR) (TENRI
LE#RD) OBRITHETIIDEL., JHETEIR—UICE—D1TF
|ERT,

(i) ETOMIERBTHE ZERE—FRDRTRIENTED,

(i) WOBERUBOREIL., BZBICEEATHEHRALEGS
THH-THEH 5,

19



(iv) the boxes for use by the International Authorities shall be at
least as large as those on the printed Forms;

(v) all other boxes shall be within one cm in size of those on the
printed Forms;

(vi) all text shall be 9 points or larger in size;

(vii) titles and other information shall be clearly distinguished:;

(viii) explanatory notes presented in italics on the printed Forms

may be omitted;

(ix) the request and the demand when presented as computer

print—outs may contain additional or alternative details concerning

the means of communication with the applicant.
(i) Other formats permitted for the presentation of the request and
the demand as computer print—outs may be determined by the
Director General. Any such format shall be published in the Gazette.
(j) The page—based layout of a Form generated from a character—
coded format shall be permitted if it is generated using a stylesheet
provided by the International Bureau.®
(k) A Form may be transmitted by one Office, International Authority
or the International Bureau to another in character—coded format
only, without its page based layout, if the recipient Office, Authority
or Bureau has agreed to receive the information in such format and
has agreed to generate any page based layout which may be required
for the recipient Office’ s file records.

Section 102bis
[Deleted]

2 Editor’ s Note: Available from the WIPO website at: www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/resources
REE T WIPO M4k (www.wipo.int/pct/en/epct/resources) 5 F| A BT 42,
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Section 103
Languages of the Forms Used by International Authorities
(a) The language of the Forms used by any receiving Office shall be
the same as the language in which the international application is
filed, provided that:

(i) where the international application is to be published in the
language of a translation required under Rule 12.3(a) or 12.4(a), the
receiving Office shall use the Forms in such language;

(ii) the receiving Office may, in its communications to the applicant,
use the Forms in any other language being one of its official
languages.

(b) Subject to Section 104(b), the language or languages of the
Forms to be used by any International Searching Authority shall be
specified in the applicable agreement referred to in Article 16(3)(b).

(c) Subject to Section 104(b), the language or languages of the
Forms to be used by any International Preliminary Examining
Authority shall be specified in the applicable agreement referred to in
Article 32(3).

(d) The language of any Form used by the International Bureau shall
be English where the language of the international application is
English, and it shall be French where the language of the
international application is French. Where the language of the
international application is neither English nor French, the language
of any Form used by the International Bureau in its communications
to any other International Authority shall be English or French
according to the wishes of such Authority, and in its communications
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to the applicant it shall be English or French according to the wishes
of the applicant.
Section 104
Language of Correspondence

(a) The language of any letter from the applicant to the receiving
Office shall be the same as the language of the international
application to which such letter relates, provided that, where the
international application is to be published in the language of a
translation required under Rule 12.3(a) or 12.4(a), any letter shall be
in such language. However, the receiving Office may expressly
authorize the use of any other language.

(b) The language of any letter from an Office or Authority to the
International Bureau shall be English where the language of the
international application is English, and it shall be French where the
language of the international application is French. Where the
language of the international application is neither English nor
French, the language of any letter to the International Bureau shall
be English or French, provided that any copy, sent to the
International Bureau as a notification addressed to it, of a Form sent
to the applicant by the receiving Office, the International Searching
Authority or the International Preliminary Examining Authority, does
not require translation into English or French.
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(¢) Any communication from the applicant to the International
Bureau using ePCT shall be in English, French or the language of
publication. The Director General may determine that
communications in such languages may also be submitted through
other means of communication, and may additionally expand the
languages permitted. Any such decisions by the Director General
shall be published in the Gazette.

Section 105
Identification of International Application with Two or More
Applicants
Where any international application indicates two or more applicants,
it shall be sufficient, for the purpose of identifying that application, to
indicate, in any Form or correspondence relating to such application,
the name of the applicant first named in the request. The provisions
of the first sentence of this Section do not apply to the demand.
Section 106
Change of Common Representative
Where a change is recorded under Rule 925/s.1(a) in the person of an
applicant who was considered to be the common representative
under Rule 90.2(b), the new applicant shall be considered to be the
common representative under Rule 90.2(b) if he is entitled according
to Rule 19.1 to file an international application with the receiving
Office.
Section 107
Identification of International Authorities and of Designated and
Elected Offices
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(a) Whenever the nature of any communication from or to the
applicant, from or to any International Authority or, before national
processing or examination has started, from or to any designated or
elected Office so permits, any International Authority or any
designated or elected Office may be indicated in the communication
by the two—letter code referred to in Section 115.

(b) The indication of a receiving Office, an International Searching
Authority, an International Preliminary Examining Authority or a
designated or elected Office shall be preceded by the letters “RO,”

“ISA,” “IPEA,” “DO,” or “EO,” respectively, followed by a slant (e.g.,

“RO/JP,” “ISA/US,” “IPEA/SE,” “DO/EP,” “EO/AU").
Section 108
Correspondence Intended for the Applicant

(a) For the purpose of this Section, where there are two or more
agents whose appointments are in force, “first mentioned agent”
means the agent first mentioned in the document containing the
appointments or, where the appointments are contained in two or
more documents, in that which was filed first.
(b) Where a sole applicant has appointed an agent or agents under
Rule 90.1(a), correspondence intended for the applicant from the
International Authorities shall, subject to paragraph (d), be addressed
to the agent or, where applicable, to the first mentioned agent.
(c) Where there are two or more applicants, correspondence
intended for the applicants from the International Authorities shall,
subject to paragraph (d), be addressed:

(i) if no common agent has been appointed under Rule 90.1 — to

the common representative or, where applicable, to his agent or

first mentioned agent; or
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(ii) if the applicants have appointed a common agent or common
agents under Rule 90.1(a) — to that common agent or, where
applicable, to the first mentioned common agent.
(d) Where an agent has or agents have been appointed under Rule
90.1(b), (c) or (d)ii), paragraphs (b) and (c) shall apply to

correspondence intended for the applicant relating to the procedure

before the International Searching Authority or the International
Preliminary Examining Authority, as the case may be, as if those
paragraphs referred to the agent or agents so appointed.

(e) Where, in accordance with paragraph (c), correspondence

intended for the applicants from the International Authorities is to be
addressed to the common representative but the indication required

under Rule 4.5(a)(ii) has not been provided for the common
representative, correspondence shall be addressed:
(i) to the first applicant named in the request who is entitled
according to Rule 19.1 to file an international application with the
receiving Office and in respect of whom the indication required
under Rule 4.5(a)(ii) has been provided; or, if there is no such
applicant,
(ii) to the applicant first named in the request who is entitled
according to Article 9 to file an international application and in
respect of whom the indication required under Rule 4.5(a)(ii) has
been provided; or, if there is no such applicant,

(iii) to the applicant first named in the request in respect of whom

the indication required under Rule 4.5(a)(ii) has been provided.

Section 109
File Reference
(a) Where any document submitted by the applicant contains an
indication of a file reference, that reference shall not exceed 25
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REIZHVTHIREZ(ZE D HLT, BRFABORKEICDOLTHEE
45@)GNDMEICKYBRINSGRRHDENEEICIE, BEFLULTD
EIZETH,

i) HRAN191 DREIZR->TREEFICERERZT 2ERZE
L. &RE 45()i) DHREIZEDIEBERINSGRTASNTIVSES
[CRFICEREHESNIHEA,

(i) WIZMETAHBALNEWMESX, 5 9 FORTEICKYERR
HEEZ T 5EEAL. KA 450)60) ORTEIZEITERINSGEK
TSN TWSEEICKRIICESH IN-HEA,

(i) ORIFMITHET DHEALNNGEWNGE L, FBEI 45)i) DR
EICHEDEERINSRTNEINTWSEE(CRYICTEH INT-H
FEANo
%1095
BHERES
(a) HREEAMNRHE T OEHICERLTORTESDDHGEEICIE. &
SEFITEX 25 XFFBALEVWEDEL,. O—IFELLIITIET
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characters in length and may be composed of either letters of the
Latin alphabet, or Arabic numerals, or both. The hyphen character
(“—“) may also be used as a separator between alphanumeric
characters.
(b) Correspondence from International Authorities intended for the
applicant shall indicate any such file reference.
Section 110
Dates
Any date in the international application, or used in any
correspondence emanating from International Authorities relating to
the international application, shall be indicated by the Arabic number
of the day, by the name of the month, and by the Arabic number of
the year. The receiving Office, where the applicant has not done so,
or the International Bureau, where the applicant has not done so and
the receiving Office fails to do so, shall, after, above, or below any
date indicated by the applicant in the request, repeat the date, in
parentheses, by indicating it by two—digit Arabic numerals each for
the number of the day and for the number of the month followed by
the number of the year in four digits, in that order and with a period,
slant or hyphen after the digit pairs of the day and of the month (for
example, “20 March 2004 (20.03.2004),” “20 March 2004
(20/03/2004),” or “20 March 2004 (20-03-2004)").
Section 111
Excuse of Delay in Meeting Time Limits and Extension of Time
Limits under Rule 82quater

(a) Where the receiving Office, the International Searching Authority,
the Authority specified for supplementary search, the International
Preliminary Examining Authority, or the International Bureau receives
a request under Rule 82 guater.1 or 82 quater.2 for the excuse of a
delay in meeting a time limit, it shall promptly:

HFEXFZEDO@ATERTHIENTED NATU (- IE ZHF
DREYPYELTHERT HENTES,

(b) HEEANIZX T HEEHEENSDEIEIL, BREHELEEERTT
5LMET B,
E1105
B

ESHEEICHS T2 B XITIEREEAFKH T LEMREFREICET 58
EICAWSBIE. BE7IE7HF. AT DEMRUEETIET
BFTRERT D, HEADNKRKLGHEZEZEBETXIE., HEE
ADRRETZEETLEINEZEof-LEE. BEZEHRX. HEA
MREEIZRRLE-BfADOZ. EXIETIC, BHET. BERERTY
TNEN2HDTIETHF. TORIZEEZRT 4 HTOHFE. 2D
IEFET. D BRUBD 2 HIOMFDRICEVAR ., FHEXIE/NA
FU%EMLT, A% BAEEYRLEKTRT S (5]:T20 March 2004
(20.03.2004) | . 20 March 2004 (20/03/2004) ] X (%20 March 2004
(20-03-2004)1) o

1115
5 82 HAID 4 DREICEI<HEMNEFEhEhof=Z&IZkD
EFOHBRUVHMOER
(a) ZEET. EFFEHE. HMREABED-OIIEESN-H#E. F
HEEHEXIIEREHERE. SROERICHRIHFRICEAT SR8
82M 41 RV 82M 42 DMEICEDIGEREZIETBHIHE. EOH,
[ZRDEBYIT,
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(i) communicate its decision whether or not to excuse such a delay
to the interested party; and
(ii) where applicable, transmit a copy of such a request, a copy of
any evidence or statement furnished and a copy of its decision to
the International Bureau.
(b) An interested party desiring to have delays excused due to
general unavailability of electronic communications services
under Rule 82quater.1 must establish that the outage of electronic
communications services affected a widespread geographical area
rather than being a localized problem, that it was unexpected or
unforeseen, and that there was no alternative communication means
available to him.
(b—bis) The International Bureau shall promptly publish any waiver
notified to it under Rule 82quater.1(d) in the Gazette.
(c) Where any Office that acts as the receiving Office, the
International Searching Authority, the Authority specified for
supplementary search, or the International Preliminary Examining
Authority provides for the excuse of a delay in meeting time limits
due to the unavailability of electronic means of communication at
that Office under Rule 82quater.2, it shall notify the International
Bureau accordingly. The International Bureau shall promptly publish
this information in the Gazette.

(d) Where the International Bureau provides for the excuse of a delay
in meeting time limits due to the unavailability of electronic means of
communication at the Bureau under Rule 82 guater.2, it shall publish
this information in the Gazette.

(e) The International Bureau shall also promptly publish in the
Gazette any notification received by it under Rule 82 quater.2(a), last
sentence.
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(f) Where the receiving Office, the International Searching Authority,
the Authority specified for supplementary search, the International
Preliminary Examining Authority, or the International Bureau
establishes a period of extension or additional period of extension
under Rule 82 qguater.3, any time limit fixed in the Regulations for
performing a particular action before that specific Office, Authority
or the International Bureau which would expire during that period
shall, subject to Rule 80.5, expire on the first day after the expiration
of that period.

(g) The International Bureau shall promptly publish in the Gazette
any notification of period of extension or additional period of
extension received by it under Rule 82 guater.3.

Section 112
Ceasing of Effect under Articles 24(1)(iii) and 39(2), Review under
Article 25(2) and Maintaining of Effect under Articles 24(2) and 39(3)

(a) Each national Office shall, in its capacity as designated Office,
notify the International Bureau once a year of:
(i) the number of international applications in respect of which,
during the preceding calendar year, the time limit applicable under
Article 22 has expired;
(ii) the number of international applications in respect of which,
during the preceding calendar year, the requirements provided for
in Article 22 have not been complied with before the expiration of
the time limit applicable under that Article, with the consequence
that the effects of the international applications concerned have
ceased under Article 24(1)(iii).
(b) Each national Office shall, in its capacity as elected Office, notify
the International Bureau once a year of:

) #EI 82 M 43 DBREICEDNT, ZEEFT. EFFAEHEE. 3
AEDEOIIEEIN-HE. EEFHREEHREAXIEREEERN
ERIABIXITEMDERIAMEZRELIZEEZF. BFEDEIT. HEAX
FEREEBICH LB EDITAEITIODRATEDSHAMT
HOTCUZERPBRNIZET I5THAIBDI(XL, A 805 DIFFEIC
WOTEFEHELT, A ERIBZRAL-ZORVDOBICHET
T5EDET DB,

(o) EFFEHBBIEHRA82 D 43 DHAEICEDNTRELL-ERARM
RIFEMDERIAMDBEINZ R ONIZAFRITBET S,

E11258
55 24 X B UE 39 FQDREICE IR HM. 5 25 £(2)
DFREICEIRELUICE 24 FQRUE 39 FQDHREIZESL
ERDHEF

(@) BEBEFTELTORERNERIZ. EIT—EROEELZEEER
BIZ@%T 5,

() BTG, 56 22 RITIHRE T HHAMIZBL-ERELHBEOH

#

(i) AT, 58 22 KITHE T H2HARER BT HRTICRISEIZH
EIDEGEM-ST . EDRBR. ERHBDOMENE 24 i)
DIRFEICKYHBL=ERRHREO 42

(b) BIREFELTOEZERNETIE. FIT—ERODFEHZEREH
BIZERT %,
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(i) the number of international applications in respect of which,
during the preceding calendar year, the time limit applicable under
Article 39(1) has expired:
(ii) the number of international applications in respect of which,
during the preceding calendar year, the requirements provided for
in Article 39(1) have not been complied with before the expiration
of the time limit applicable under that Article, with the
consequence that the effects of the international applications
concerned have ceased under Article 39(3).
(c) Where, under Article 25(2), the designated Office decides that the
refusal, declaration or finding referred to in Article 25(1) was not
justified, it shall promptly notify the International Bureau that it will
treat the international application as if the error or omission referred
to in Article 25(2) had not occurred. The notification shall preferably

contain the reasons for the decision of the designated Office.
(d) Where, under Article 24(2) or under Article 39(3), the designated
or elected Office maintains the effect provided for in Article 11(3), it
shall promptly notify the International Bureau accordingly. The
notification shall preferably contain the reasons for the decision of
the designated or elected Office.
Section 113
Special Fees Payable to the International Bureau

(a) The special publication fee provided for in Rule 48.4 shall be 200
Swiss francs.
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(b) The special fee provided for in Rule 91.3(d) shall be payable to
the International Bureau and shall be 50 Swiss francs plus 12 Swiss
francs for each sheet in excess of one. Where that fee has not been
paid prior to the expiration of the time limit under Rule 91.3(d), the
request for rectification, the reasons for refusal by the authority and
any further brief comments submitted by the applicant shall not be
published. Where the last sentence of Rule 91.3(d) applies and the
said fee has not been paid before the time of the communication of
the international application under Article 20, a copy of the request
for rectification shall not be included in that communication.

(c) The special fee provided for in Rule 26b/s.2(e) shall be payable to

the International Bureau and shall be 50 Swiss francs plus 12 Swiss
francs for each sheet in excess of one.

Section 114
Notification and Transfer of Fees

The notification of the receipt of fees under Rule 96.2(b) and the
transfer of fees under Rule 96.2(c) shall be carried out in accordance
with Annex G.

Section 115

Indications of States, Territories and Intergovernmental

Organizations
The indication of a State, territory or intergovernmental organization
shall be made either by its full name, by a generally accepted short
title which, if the indications are in English or French, shall be as
appears in WIPO Standard ST.3 (Recommended Standard Two—
Letter Code for the Representation of Countries, and of Other
Entities and International Organizations Issuing or Registering

(b) }REI 9 3IDIIREIT2EHADOFHKIE. BEBHERICKILSD
DEL.S0 RARTIUITT MEBASRAM 1 MTE 12 RARITS0%
MAT-ZEET D, HERFHHEMNRA 91.3DITRET HHREEET
BENZZ IO NG5S (X, STIEDT=HDFER ., HER D H SR
[CKPIEENDEREVHBEANRHETIEEAERZELARHAING
WEDET B, FRE N1.3ADEREDRENBERAINSIEE THOT.
LEFHHENE 20 FOREICEIKEBHBEDEZDRIZILH
NGNS HZEIZIE STEDF=ODFERDEBELITHZEZEIZEDHN
WEDET B,

(c) 3RAI26 D 2.2(e)ITIRET HHFANDFHHIEEEHEBICTILD
HDEL.50 RARTSUIC 1 MERBADEE 1 MTEIZ12RARTS
VEMAT-2EET B,

£1145
FEHOBHMR VB
A 96.20)DIREICEDIFHH DO ZED B RUFRA 96.2(c)D
HEICEIKFHHDOBERL. MEE G ITR-TITIIDET S,

E1158
& . fEiE R U B AFREI#EEI D KR

E. B A UVBAE#EORTRII. FOTELELT., BZRTHNE
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TRITEHZFTHELVICZEDMOFER RV EEEEREE R HEZIZE

2 XFA—R)IZRFE SN TLS—RITERH LN TV HIEN R TR
LRI EHD 2 XFOA—FDVTAMNIZLYITILDET B,

3 Editor’ s Note: Published in the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property Information and Documentation.
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Industrial Property Titles), or by the two—letter code as appears in

Standard.*
PART 2 & 2 87
INSTRUGTIONS RELATING TO THE INTERNATIONAL B B < B 5 B 4B
APPLICATION
Section 201 & 201 &
Language of the International Application EfRHBEDEE
The language in which the international application is filed shall EEHEEDOEEIL. FBEICRTTHIENEFELLY,
preferably be indicated in the request.
Section 202 202 5
[Deleted] [HIRR]
Section 203 % 203 5
Different Applicants for Different Designated States B 5EEEO-ODOERLTHHEAN
(a) Different applicants may be indicated for different States (a) IGEFHFDI-OICEEINSELGSEIZONT, BLSHBAE
designated for a regional patent. RRTHENTES,
(b) Where a particular State has been designated for both a national (b) —DFEDENEREFFEVLEEFOMAD-HIZIEESN
patent and a regional patent, the same applicant or applicants shall TW5EEIE. A—OHBAZHIEEIZDOLWTERTRYT 5,
be indicated for both designations.
Section 204 £ 204 &
Headings of the Parts of the Description BfEDREHEEORLL

TERMAEBBRRURF 1A T—aVICET 5 WIPO N\URTYIIZENTARINATINS,
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(a) The headings of the parts of the description shall preferably be as (a) BAfIZEDEHFIEORHBLIEX. RO ELIIZTBHIENEFELLY,

follows:

(i) for matter referred to in Rule 5.1(a)(i), “Technical Field”; (i) #FREI5.1() WIZHET SFBIEIZDLTIE., T H 5]

(ii) for matter referred to in Rule 5.1(a)(ii), “Background Art”: (i) A 5.1() IZRETHAEIEICDOLNTIE., EEHIT

(iii) for matter referred to in Rule 5.1(a)(iii), “Disclosure of Gii) #3281 5.1(a) GDIZIRE T HFEIEIZDLTIL, FEBADBKRIXIE
Invention” or “Summary of Invention”; [FBADEE

(iv) for matter referred to in Rule 5.1(a)(iv), “Brief Description of (iv) B 5.1@) (MIZTRETHFIEICDOLTIE., IKEDEELER
Drawings”; BA J

(v) for matter referred to in Rule 5.1(a)(v), “Best Mode for Carrying (v) FRAI5.1(a) MIZHE T AEIBEIZDLVTIE., [RBEZEET 1=
out the Invention,” or, where appropriate, “Mode(s) for Carrying HDwRBDMAEE] XX, 3ZETHGEEICIE. [HBEEEKT S0
out the Invention” or “Description of Embodiments”; DR EE IE LI E BRI RED ERBA

(vi) for matter referred to in Rule 5.1(a)(vi), “Industrial (vi) 2B 5.1@) WIZTHRETHFIEICDOWTIE. EE EDOF| BAARE
Applicability”. %1

(vii) [Deleted] (vii) [HIBR]

(viii) [Deleted] (viii) [HIIBR]

(b) The heading “Title of Invention” shall preferably precede the title (b) FEBAD R L. [FREDEZFIEVVDSRELORICHITTREET S

of the invention. CEMEELLY,
Section 204b/s F 20480 2
Numbering of Claims BEROEHEODESDHFITEH
The number of each claim referred to in Rule 6.1(b) shall preferably FRA 6.1(D)IHRETHEFERDEFDHE S DRIZIX., [FFKRIBIEE
be preceded by the expression “Claim” (for example, “Claim 17, BIHENEFELLNWIAIX, TE5KIE 11, T55°R1E 2, [F53K1E
“Claim 2”7, “Claim 3”). 3D,
Section 205 ¥ 205 5
Numbering and Identification of Claims upon Amendment FHEDROERODBHEDES DO FTHRVER
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(a) Amendments to the claims under Article 19 or Article 34(2)(b)
may be made either by cancelling one or more entire claims, by
adding one or more new claims or by amending the text of one or
more of the claims as filed. Where a claim is cancelled, no
renumbering of the other claims shall be required. In all cases where
claims are renumbered, they shall be renumbered consecutively in
Arabic numerals.

(b) The applicant shall, in the letter referred to in Rule 46.5(b) or
Rule 66.8(c), indicate the differences between the claims as filed and
the claims as amended or, as the case may be, differences between
the claims as previously amended and currently amended. He shall, in
particular, indicate in the said letter, in connection with each claim
appearing in the international application (it being understood that
identical indications concerning several claims may be grouped),
whether:

(i) the claim is unchanged:;
(i) the claim is cancelled;
(iii) the claim is new;

(iv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed;

(v) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as filed:;

(vi) the claim replaces one or more claims as previously amended:;

(vii) the claim is the result of the division of a claim as previously
amended.
Section 206
Unity of Invention

(a) %5 19 EXILEE 34 F2O)DREICEIGERDEE DML,
—EHLIFZ U EDFERDEREFHZRIRT S &ITkY, —FH LI
U LEDOHFREROEEZTEMT S5 ECEY R FHFERO—FL
IFZLEDFBERDEFRDEHEMIET D &ICKYITITENTE
%o —DFERDERZHIFFT HERICIEL. EDMDFERDEFHDE
SEMTEYTRERILGV., FROEEDESEMTEITHEE. &
T.7IET7HFDERT HESEMITET,

(b) HEEAIL. #7E 46.5(b)X L 66.8(c)IZEITHERBICHLNT, H
FERFDERDEFE LM IEZRDERDEHEEDHERIL., 2L T 515
BICIX. EOBWERDFEROEFEESEHMERDERDEFEDEZE
e, HEANL HIC. EEHRBICRESEL-&HEROEFEIZREL
T RIZERBTEINEIDE . HEERBICRTTDERDFERDE
HIZBE T AR —DRRITEENHDIENTEEHLEBEINTILNEG),

() FROMAENL. EEINLL,
(i) FHERDEFH L. HIBFREN D,
(i) FEROELHIL, FRDEDTHS,

(iv) EEROEE L. EERO—XI(ZZULDEROEEEELE
Z5
(v) BROEHL, HERO—DEROFTHEDHEIDERTHS,
(vi) EBERDEHET., EITHESh-—XIZZ L EDFEROEFHZE
=LEZ5,
(vii) EBERDEH (., EITHESN-—DEROEBEDHEIDHER
TH5,
% 206 &
RADE—
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The determination by the International Searching Authority, the
International Preliminary Examining Authority and the designated and
elected Offices whether an international application complies with
the requirement of unity of invention under Rule 13 shall be made in
accordance with Annex B.
Section 207
Arrangement of Elements and Numbering of Sheets of the
International Application
(a) In effecting the sequential numbering of the sheets of the
international application in accordance with Rule 11.7, the elements
of the international application shall be placed in the following order:
(i) the request;

(ii) the description (excluding the sequence listing part of the
description referred to in Rule 5.2 (a));

(iii) the claims;

(iv) the abstract;

(v) if applicable, the drawings;

(vi) [Deleted]
Any sequence listing part of the description shall be presented
in a separate electronic file in accordance with Annex C.

EfRREHE. R P REEHELEVICHEEETROERET(E.
EFRHFEASE 13 RAIHES SHADE - EOEHZH-LTL
SMDREZMIREE B ITR-TITI.

%2075
ERHBEOEROEIRUVAKOBEESOHFITHE

(@) RAN11.7 OBREICH->TERHED RRICSERBESZH IR

. EFRHBEDNERERDIEF TEET D,

(i) FEE
(i) BAMAE (JREI 5.2)TRETHBHMEDE IR D EHERL )

(iii) &Rk D&
(iv) EH
(v) &9 558(1C1F. M@

(vi) [ElIER]
BMZEDEHNRDEL L. MEE CIZR-TAHEODEFI7AILE
LTRETHEDET D,

(b) The sequential numbering of the sheets shall be effected by using (b) FAKDEHHZS (L. XD BEDEHH S DT ITAZEZRNTHT

the following separate series of numbering:
(i) the first series applying to the request only and commencing
with the first sheet of the request;
(i) the second series commencing with the first sheet of the
description (as referred to in paragraph (a)(ii)) and continuing
through the claims until the last sheet of the abstract;

a—-
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https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/ai/annex_c.html

(iii) if applicable, a further series applying to the sheets of the (i) ZHIT55E1CIE. IEDORKIZOA BRSNS ZDMDE
drawings only and commencing with the first sheet of the drawings; HEES . XEOREIORENSIEES, IEOERAKOESX

the number of each sheet of the drawings shall consist of two FETHFONEZD2OT7IETHFEMILHY . XD EF ALK
Arabic numerals separated by a slant, the first being the sheet NES. ROYBFIIREDAMOEETH BIZIX, 1/3,2/3,3/3)
number and the second being the total number of sheets of &9 %,

drawings (for example, 1/3, 2/3, 3/3);

Section 208 % 208 &
Sequence Listings 27IE S
Any sequence listing, whether forming part of the international EEHEEO—EHEERTINENEFRHT . BEBIIRIE. HEZCD
application or not forming part of the international application, shall HHEZB-ITZTNIELZSEL, BZEZN T EE S . SEROZEEV
comply with Annex C. Sequences and references to sequences HEDIZEENAERIERVERIOERLAEE C DEEF B4

included in the main part of the description, claims and drawings shall [FTALIEXIRSELY,
also compy with Annex C.

Section 209 % 209 &
Indications as to Deposited Biological Material on a Separate Sheet FESN-EDMHHIZEAT AREOBEAD TR
(a) To the extent that any indication with respect to deposited (a) FESNT-EYMHHIZEATARRAEMEZIZESENTLELIS
biological material is not contained in the description, it may be given &IZ[RY. AEDRBKIZENTHZRTET HENTES, HX
on a separate sheet. Where any such indication is so given, it shall T3 A5 E1E. 55X PCT/RO/134 [IZ&E2TITHZENEFELL F
preferably be on Form PCT/R0O/134 and, if furnished at the time of =, HEERFICIRHE T AE A1, HEFER IZO)DREIHK-T, FBE
filing, the said Form shall, subject to paragraph (b), preferably be (23R4T, F2A 3.3Q@)GDIZHRETIABEHBIZBLNTEFNEFERTS

attached to the request and referred to in the check list referred to CEMEELLY,
in Rule 3.3(a)(ii).

(b) For the purposes of designated Offices which have so notified (b) 3RAI13 D 27@)DIRFEIZKYEEBEZE BRI L BHEITo=1EE
the International Bureau under Rule 135/s.7(a), paragraph (a) applies ETIZDWWTIE. Q)DRE L. B XILABENEERIZHSITS
only if the said Form or sheet is included as one of the sheets of the EEHEDAHMEDRAMDILO—HELTEEITNTLBIGEIZD

description of the international application at the time of filing. HEAT B,
Section 210 E 2105
[Deleted] [EIR&]
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Section 211

Declaration as to the Identity of the Inventor
(a) Any declaration as to the identity of the inventor, referred to in
Rule 4.17(i), shall be worded as follows:
“Declaration as to the identity of the inventor (Rules 4.17(i) and
51bis.1(a)(i)):
in relation to [this] international application [No. PCT/---],
=+ (name) of **+ (address) is the inventor of the subject matter for
which protection is sought by way of [the] [this] international
application”
(b) This declaration need not be made if the name and address of the
inventor are otherwise indicated in the request.
(c) This declaration may, where applicable, be combined, in
accordance with Section 212(b), with the declaration referred to in
Section 212(a).

Section 212
Declaration as to the Applicant’ s Entitlement to Apply for and Be
Granted a Patent

(a) Any declaration as to the applicant’ s entitlement, as at the
international filing date, to apply for and be granted a patent, referred
to in Rule 4.17(ii), shall be worded as follows, with such inclusion,
omission, repetition and re—ordering of the matters listed as items (i)
to (viii) as is necessary to explain the applicant’ s entitlement:
“Declaration as to the applicant’ s entitlement, as at the
international filing date, to apply for and be granted a patent (Rules
4.17(ii) and 51b/s.1(a)(ii)), in a case where the declaration under Rule
4.17(iv) is not appropriate:
in relation to [this] international application [No. PCT/---],
.=+ (name) is entitled to apply for and be granted a patent by virtue
of the following:

Fo211 5
FBAEOREICEITSHHIT
(a) FRAI4A1TOICIRE ST SRBEFEDIFEICETHRILTIE. LLTD
XELT D,
[FBAEDHFEICEET HBILTHERAI 4170 R UHREAI 51 @ 2.1(a)())
[R]IEFREFEPCT/---]ICEL. (HTR)EED (KA)([F. [CD]
[(R]IEREREIZE>TRENKROON TSI HRDRBEETHS, |

(b) EPEEOKBARUHTEAMNBEEZICRTINTLSIEE(E., KH
S TEITOBEILZLY,

(c) ARBITIX.3ZYUTHBEICIE.E 212 BEO)DHFEIZHL., &
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(i) ==+ (name) of -+ (address) is the inventor of the subject matter
for which protection is sought by way of [the] [this] international
application

(ii) ==+ (name) [is] [was] entitled as employer of the inventor, *--
(inventor’s name)

(iii) an agreement between *** (name) and **+ (name), dated -+

(iv) an assignment from -+ (name)to -+ (name), dated ---

(v) consent from =+ (name) in favor of -+ (name), dated ---
(vi) a court order issued by *** (name of court), effecting a transfer
from -+ (name)to *** (name) dated -**

(vii) transfer of entitlement from -+ (name)to --- (name) by way of
-+ (specify kind of transfer), dated -+

(viii) the applicant’ s name changed from -+ (name)to -+ (name) on
-+ (date)’

(b) The declaration referred to in paragraph (a) may, where
applicable, be combined with the declaration referred to in Section
211(a), in which case the introductory phrase shall be worded as
follows and the remainder of the combined declaration shall be
worded as prescribed in paragraph (a):
“Combined declaration as to the applicant’ s entitlement, as at the
international filing date, to apply for and be granted a patent (Rules
4.17(ii) and 51b/s.1(a)(ii)) and as to the identity of the inventor (Rules
4.17(i) and 51b/5.1(a)(i)), in a case where the declaration under Rule
4.17(iv) is not appropriate:”

Section 213
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Declaration as to the Applicant’ s Entitlement to Claim Priority of
Earlier Application

Any declaration as to the applicant’ s entitlement, as at the
international filing date, to claim priority of the earlier application,
referred to in Rule 4.17(iii), shall be worded as follows, with such
inclusion, omission, repetition and re—ordering of the matters listed
as items (i) to (viii) as is necessary to explain the applicant’ s
entitlement:
“Declaration as to the applicant’ s entitlement, as at the
international filing date, to claim the priority of the earlier application
specified below, where the applicant is not the applicant who filed
the earlier application or where the applicant’ s name has changed
since the filing of the earlier application (Rules 4.17(iii) and
51b/s.1(a)ii)):
in relation to [this] international application [No. PCT/---],
.=+ (name) is entitled to claim priority of earlier application No. *** by
virtue of the following:

(i) the applicant is the inventor of the subject matter for which

protection was sought by way of the earlier application

(i) === (name) [is] [was] entitled as employer of the inventor, ---

(inventor’s name)

(iii) an agreement between -+ (name) and -+ (name), dated ---
(iv) an assignment from *+ (name)to *** (name), dated ---

(v) consent from **+ (name) in favor of -+ (name), dated ---

(vi) a court order, issued by . (name of court), effecting a

transfer from -+ (name)to *++ (name), dated ---
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(vii) transfer of entitlement from -+ (name)to -+ (name)by way of
-+ (specify kind of transfer), dated -+

(viii) the applicant’ s name changed from **+ (name)to -+ (name) on

-+ (date)’
Section 214
Declaration of Inventorship
(a) A declaration of inventorship, referred to in Rule 4.17(iv), that is
made for the purposes of the designation of the United States of
America shall be worded as follows:
“Declaration of inventorship (Rules 4.17(iv) and 515is.1(a)(iv)) for the
purposes of the designation of the United States of America:
[ hereby declare that [ believe I am the original inventor or an original
joint inventor of a claimed invention in the application.

This declaration is directed to the international application of which
it forms a part (if filing declaration with application).

This declaration is directed to international application No. PCT/++-
(if furnishing declaration pursuant to Rule 26 ter).

[ hereby declare that the above—identified international application
was made or authorized to be made by me.

[ hereby acknowledge that any willful false statement made in this
declaration is punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001 by fine or
imprisonment of not more than five (5) years, or both.

Name: ---

Residence: -** (city and either US state, if applicable, or country)
Mailing Address: ---

Inventor’ s Signature: --+ (The signature must be that of the inventor,
not that of the agent)

Date: *-+”
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(b) Where there is more than one inventor and all inventors do not
sign the same declaration referred to in paragraph (a), each
declaration shall indicate the names of all the inventors.
(c) Any correction or addition under Rule 26ter.1 of a declaration
referred to in paragraph (a) shall take the form of a declaration
referred to in that paragraph and be signed by the inventor. In
addition, any such correction should be entitled “Supplemental
declaration of inventorship (Rules 4.17(iv) and 515is.1(a)(iv))”.
Section 215
Declaration as to Non—Prejudicial Disclosures or Exceptions to Lack
of Novelty
Any declaration as to non—prejudicial disclosures or exceptions to
lack of novelty shall be worded as follows, with such inclusion,
omission, repetition and re—ordering of the matters listed as items (i)
to (iv) as is necessary:
“Declaration as to non—prejudicial disclosures or exceptions to lack
of novelty (Rules 4.17(v) and 515is.1(a)(v)):
in relation to [this] international application [No. PCT/---],
-=+ (name) declares that the subject matter claimed in [the] [this]
international application was disclosed as follows:
(i) kind of disclosure (include as applicable)
(a) international exhibition
(b) publication
(c) abuse
(d) other: -+ (specify)
(i) date of disclosure: -

(iii) title of disclosure (if applicable): ---
(iv) place of disclosure (/f applicable): ---”

Section 216
Notice of Correction or Addition of a Declaration under Rule 26 ter
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Any notice referred to in Rule 26¢er.1 shall consist of a replacement
sheet containing a corrected declaration, or of an additional sheet
containing a declaration, and an accompanying letter explaining the
correction or addition.
Section 217
Corrections Concerning Expressions, Etc., Not to Be Used in the
International Application under Rule 9.2
(a) Where the receiving Office, the International Searching Authority
or the Authority specified for supplementary search receives
corrections aimed at complying with Rule 9.1, it shall:
(i) indelibly mark, in the upper right—hand corner of each
replacement sheet, the international application number and the
date on which that sheet was received;
(i) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each
replacement sheet, the words “SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 9.2)”
or their equivalent in the language of publication of the
international application;
(iii) indelibly mark on the letter containing the correction or
accompanying any replacement sheet the date on which that letter
was received;
(iv) keep in its files a copy of the letter containing the correction
or, when the correction is contained in a replacement sheet, the
replaced sheet, a copy of the letter accompanying the replacement
sheet, and a copy of the replacement sheet;
(v) unless the circumstances in item (vi) apply, promptly transmit
any letter and any replacement sheet to the International Bureau
and a copy thereof to the receiving Office, the International
Searching Authority and the Authority specified for supplementary
search, as applicable;
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(vi) where transmittals under Article 12(1) have not yet been made,
the receiving Office shall transmit any letter and any replacement
sheet to the International Bureau together with the record copy
and, except where the international application is considered
withdrawn and Rule 29.1(ii) applies, a copy of the said letter or
replacement sheet to the International Searching Authority
together with the search copy. The record copy and the search
copy shall contain any replaced sheet.
(b) Where the International Bureau receives corrections under
paragraph (a) from the receiving Office, the International Searching
Authority or the Authority specified for supplementary search, the
International Bureau shall transfer the correction to the record copy,
together with the indication of the date on which the Office or
Authority received the letter, or shall insert the replacement sheet in
the record copy. Any letter and any replaced sheet shall be kept in
the file of the international application. Where the International
Bureau receives corrections under paragraph (a) from the receiving
Office or the International Searching Authority, it shall, where
applicable, promptly transmit a copy of any letter and replacement
sheet to the Authority specified for supplementary search.
(c) Where the International Bureau receives from the applicant
corrections aimed at complying with Rule 9.1, it shall:
(i) indelibly mark, in the upper right—hand corner of each
replacement sheet, the international application number and the
date on which that sheet was received;
(ii) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each
replacement sheet, the words “SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 9.2)”
or their equivalent in the language of publication of the
international application;
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(iii) indelibly mark on the letter containing the correction or
accompanying any replacement sheet the date on which that letter
was received;
(iv) keep in its files the letter containing the correction or, when
the correction is contained in a replacement sheet, the replaced
sheet, the letter accompanying the replacement sheet and, the
replacement sheet;
(v) promptly transmit a copy of any letter and any replacement
sheet to the receiving Office, the International Searching Authority
and the Authority specified for supplementary search, as
applicable.
Section 218
Processing of a Request for Omission of Information Referred to
in Rules 48.2() and 94.1(e)
(a) Where the International Bureau decides to omit information from
international publication under Rule 48.2(1) or not to provide access
to information contained in its file under Rule 94.1(e), it shall:

(i) indelibly mark, in the upper right—hand corner of each
replacement sheet, the international application number and the
date on which that sheet was received;

(ii) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each
replacement sheet, the words “SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE
48.2(1))” (where the replacement sheet contains an omission under
Rule 48.2(1)) or “SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 94.1(e))” (where the
replacement sheet contains an omission under Rule 94.1(e)) or
their equivalent in the language of publication of the international
application;
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(iii) indelibly mark on the letter containing the omission or
accompanying any replacement sheet the date on which that letter
was received;

(iv) keep in its files the letter containing the proposed omission or,
where the proposed omission is contained in a replacement sheet,
the replaced sheet, the letter accompanying the replacement
sheet, and the replacement sheet;

(v) promptly transmit a copy of any replacement sheet to the
receiving Office, the International Searching Authority, the
Authority specified for supplementary search or the International
Preliminary Examining Authority (where the replaced sheet is also
contained in the file of the international application held by that
Office or Authority).

(b) Where the International Bureau decides not to omit information
from international publication under Rule 48.2(I) or to provide access
to information contained in its file under Rule 94.1(e), it shall proceed
as indicated under paragraph (a)(i), (iii) and (iv).

(c) Section 311, paragraphs (a) to (c) shall apply mutatis mutandis to
any deletion, substitution or addition of a sheet of the international
application received by the International Bureau.

PART 3
INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO THE RECEIVING OFFICE
Section 301
Notification of Receipt of Purported International Application

Before the determination under Article 11(1), the receiving Office may

notify the applicant of the receipt of the purported international

application. The notification should indicate the date of actual receipt
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and the international application number of the purported international
application referred to in Section 307 as well as, where useful for
purposes of identification, the title of the invention.
Section 302

Priority Claim Considered Not to Have Been Made
Where the receiving Office declares, under Rule 26 6/5.2(b), that a
priority claim is considered not to have been made, that Office shall
enclose the priority claim concerned within square brackets, draw a
line between the square brackets, while still leaving legible the
indications concerned, and enter, in the margin, the words “NOT TO
BE CONSIDERED FOR PCT PROCEDURE (RO)” or their equivalent in
the language of publication of the international application, and shall
notify the applicant accordingly. If copies of the international
application have already been sent to the International Bureau and the
International Searching Authority, the receiving Office shall also notify
that Bureau and that Authority.

Section 303
Deletion of Additional Matter in the Request

(a) Where, under Rule 4.19(b), the receiving Office deletes ex officio
any matter contained in the request, it shall do so by enclosing such
matter within square brackets and entering, in the margin, the words
“DELETED BY RO” or their equivalent in the language of publication
of the international application, and shall notify the applicant
accordingly. If copies of the international application have already
been sent to the International Bureau and the International Searching
Authority, the receiving Office shall also notify that Bureau and that
Authority.
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(b) The receiving Office shall not delete ex officio any indication made
in declarations referred to in Rule 4.17 which are contained in the
request.

Section 304
Invitation to Pay Fees before Date on Which They Are Due
If the receiving Office finds, before the date on which they are due,
that the transmittal fee, the international filing fee (including any
supplement per sheet over 30) or the search fee are lacking in whole
or in part, it may invite the applicant to pay the missing amounts
within one month from the date of receipt of the international
application.
Section 305
Identifying the Copies of the International Application

(a) Where, under Rule 11.1(a), the international application has been
filed in one copy, the receiving Office shall, after preparing under Rule
21.1(a) the additional copies required under Article 12(1), mark,

(i) the words “RECORD COPY” in the upper left—hand corner of the

first page of the original copy,

(i) in the same space on one additional copy, the words “SEARCH
COPY,” and
(iii) in the same space on the other such copy, the words “HOME
COPY,”
or their equivalent in the language of publication of the international
application.
(b) Where, under Rule 11.1(b), the international application has been
filed in more than one copy, the receiving Office shall choose the copy
most suitable for reproduction purposes, and mark the words
“RECORD COPY,” or their equivalent in the language of publication of
the international application, in the upper left—hand corner of its first
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page. After verifying the identity of any additional copies and, if
applicable, preparing under Rule 21.1(b) the home copy, it shall mark,
in the upper left—hand corner of the first page of one such copy, the
words “SEARCH COPY,” and, in the same space on the other such
copy, the words “HOME COPY,” or their equivalent in the language of
publication of the international application.
Section 305b/s
Preparation, Identification and Transmittal of the Copies of the
Translation of the International Application under Rules 12.3,
12.4 and 26.3ter(e)
(a) Where a translation of the international application is furnished
under Rule 12.3, the receiving Office shall:
(i) be responsible for the prompt preparation of any additional copies
required where the translation is furnished in less than the number
of copies required for the purposes of this paragraph, and shall have
the right to fix a fee for performing that task and to collect such fee
from the applicant;
(i) mark the words “RECORD COPY - TRANSLATION (RULE 12.3)”
in the upper left—hand corner of the first page of the original copy of
the translation and transmit that copy to the International Bureau;
(iii) mark the words “SEARCH COPY - TRANSLATION (RULE
12.3)” in the same space on one additional copy of the translation
which, together with a copy of the request marked “SEARCH
COPY” under Section 305(a)(ii), is considered pursuant to Rule
23.1(b) to be the search copy, and transmit such search copy to the
International Searching Authority; and
(iv) mark the words “HOME COPY — TRANSLATION (RULE 12.3)” in
the same space on the other such copy of the translation, and keep
that copy in its files.
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(a—bis) Where a translation of the description or the claims or any part

thereof is furnished under Rule 26.3ter(e), the receiving Office shall:
(i) be responsible for the prompt preparation of any additional copies
required where the translation is furnished in less than the number
of copies required for the purposes of this paragraph, and shall have
the right to fix a fee for performing that task and to collect such fee
from the applicant;
(ii) mark the words “RECORD COPY — TRANSLATION (RULE
26.3ter(e))” in the upper left—hand corner of the relevant page(s) of
the original copy of the translation and tansmit that copy to the
Internationl Bureau;
(iii) mark the words “SEARCH COPY - TRANSLATION (RULE
26.3ter(e))” in the same space on one additional copy of the
translation which, together with a copy of the request marked
“SEARCH COPY” under Section 305(a)(ii), is considered pursuant
to Rule 23.1(b) to be the search copy, and transmit such search
copy together with the rest of the search copy to the International
Searching Authority; and
(iv) mark the words “HOME COPY — TRANSLATION (RULE
26.3ter(e))” in the same space on the other such copy of the
translation, and keep that copy together with the rest of the home
copy in its files.

(b) The receiving Office may, when marking the copies of the

translation under paragraph (a) or paragraph (a—bis), use, instead of

the words referred to in that paragraph, the equivalent of those words

in the language of publication of the international application.

(c) Where a translation of the international application is furnished

under Rule 12.4, the receiving Office shall:
(i) be responsible for the prompt preparation of any additional copies
required where the translation is furnished in less than the number
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of copies required for the purposes of this paragraph, and shall have

the right to fix a fee for performing that task and to collect such fee

from the applicant;

(ii) mark the words “RECORD COPY - TRANSLATION (RULE 12.4)”

in the upper left—hand corner of the first page of the original copy of

the translation and transmit that copy to the International Bureau;

and

(iii) mark the words “HOME COPY - TRANSLATION (RULE 12.4)” in

the same space on the other such copy of the translation, and keep

that copy in its files.

Section 305ter
Identification and Transmittal of the Translation of an Earlier
Application Furnished under Rule 20.6(a)(iii)
Where a translation of an earlier application is furnished under Rule
20.6(a)(iii), the receiving Office shall mark the words “TRANSLATION
OF EARLIER APPLICATION (RULE 20.6(a)iii))” in the upper left—hand
corner of the first page of the translation and, after having made a
finding under Rule 20.6(b) or (c), transmit the translation to the
International Bureau.
Section 306
Delayed Transmittal of Search Copy
Where the search copy will be transmitted to the International
Searching Authority after the date on which the record copy is
transmitted to the International Bureau, the receiving Office shall
notify the International Bureau. The notification may be made by
marking a check—box provided for this purpose on the request.
Section 307
System of Numbering International Applications

Papers purporting to be an international application under Rule 20.1(a)
shall be allocated an international application number, consisting of
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the letters “PCT,” a slant, the two—letter code referred to in Section
115, indicating the receiving Office, a four—digit indication of the year
in which such papers were first received, a slant and a six—digit
number, allotted in sequential order corresponding to the order in
which the international applications are received (e.g.,
“PCT/SE2004/000001”). Where the International Bureau acts as
receiving Office, the two—letter code “IB” shall be used.
Section 308

Marking of the Sheets of the International Application and of the

Translation thereof under Rules 12.3, 12.4, 20.2, 20.4, and 26.3 ter
(a) Upon receipt of papers purporting to be an international
application, the receiving Office shall indelibly mark the date of actual
receipt on the request of each copy received.
(b) The receiving Office shall indelibly mark the international
application number referred to in Section 307 in the upper right—hand
corner of each sheet of each copy of the purported international
application and of any translation of the international application
furnished under Rule 12.3, 12.4, or 26.3ter(a) or (e).
(c) If a positive determination is made under Rule 20.2, the receiving
Office shall mark on the request the name of the receiving Office and
the words “PCT International Application” or “Demande internationale
PCT”. If the official language of the receiving Office is neither English
nor French, the words “International Application” or “Demande
internationale” may be accompanied by a translation of these words in
the official language of the receiving Office.
(d) If a negative determination is made under Rule 20.4 or a
declaration is made under Article 14(4), the letters “PCT” shall be
deleted by the receiving Office from the indication of the international
application number on any papers marked previously with that number,
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and the said number shall be used without such letters in any future
correspondence relating to the purported international application.
Section 308b/s
Marking of Later Submitted Sheets
The receiving Office shall indelibly mark any sheet containing an
element referred to in Article 11(1)(iii)(d) or (e), or a part referred to
in Rule 20.5(a) or an element or part referred to in Rule 20.5bis(a),
received on a date later than the date on which sheets were first
received (“later submitted sheet”), in the upper right—hand corner of
each sheet, with the international application number referred to in
Section 307 and the date of actual receipt of that sheet.
Section 309
Procedure in the Case of Later Submitted Sheets Furnished for the
Purposes of Incorporation by Reference

(a) This Section applies, subject to paragraph (f), to later submitted
sheets which accompany a notice confirming under Rule 20.6 that an
element or part embodied in those sheets was incorporated by
reference.
(b) Where later submitted sheets as referred to in paragraph (a) are
received within the applicable time limit referred to in Rule 20.7 and
the receiving Office makes a finding under Rule 20.6(b), the receiving
Office shall:

(i) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each later

submitted sheet, the words “INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

(RULE 20.6)”, or their equivalent in the language of publication of

the international application;

(ii) notify the applicant that the element or part contained in the

later submitted sheets is considered to have been contained in the

international application or purported international application on the

date when sheets were first received and that that date has been
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accorded or retained, as the case may be, as the international filing RONE-EXIEEHERELTHEINSIEEZHEAICEINT

date; B

(iii) keep in its files a copy of the later submitted sheets marked Gii) DDIREIZEDCGEAFIRALE-ZICEESN-BAHENELED
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application or purported international application on the date when
sheets were first received and that the international filing date has
been accorded as, or corrected to, as the case may be, the date on
which the new sheets were received;
(iii) keep in its files a copy of the later submitted sheets and of the
notice under Rule 20.6(a);
(iv) where the later submitted sheets are furnished under Rule
20.5bis to correct any erroneously filed sheets, remove the
erroneously filed sheets from the international application and notify
the applicant accordingly, and keep a copy of the removed sheets in
the file;
(v) where transmittals under Article 12(1) have already been made,
notify the International Bureau and the International Searching
Authority accordingly and transmit a copy of the corrected first and
last sheets of the request, the later submitted sheets and the notice
under Rule 20.6(a) to the said Bureau and a copy thereof to the said
Authority; and
(vi) where transmittals under Article 12(1) have not yet been made,
attach the later submitted sheets and the notice under Rule 20.6(a)
to the record copy and a copy thereof to the search copy.
(d) Where later submitted sheets referred to in paragraph (a) are
received within the applicable time limit referred to in Rule 20.7 but
the purported international application still does not fulfill the
requirements of Article 11(1), the receiving Office shall proceed as
provided in Rule 20.4, but not before the expiration of the time limit
under Rule 20.7.
(e) Where later submitted sheets referred to in paragraph (a) are
received after the expiration of the applicable time limit referred to in
Rule 20.7, the receiving Office shall proceed as provided in Section
310ter.
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(f) Where later submitted sheets referred to in paragraph (a) are
received but a missing element or part contained in those sheets
cannot be incorporated by reference in the international application
under Rules 4.18 and 20.6 because of the operation of Rule 20.8(a),
the receiving Office shall:
(i) inform the applicant that the notice under Rule 20.6(a) confirming
the incorporation by reference of the missing element or part has
been disregarded;
(ii) proceed in accordance with Section 310(b), which shall apply
mutatis mutandis, as if the notice under Rule 20.6(a) were a
correction furnished under Rule 20.3(b)(i), or a missing part furnished
under Rule 20.5(b) or (c), as the case may be; and
(iii) proceed in accordance with Section 31056/s(b) where the
applicant requests, within the time limit under Rule 20.5(e), that the
missing part concerned be disregarded.
(g) Where later submitted sheets referred to in paragraph (a) are
furnished under Rule 20.5bis to correct any erroneously filed element
or part but the correct element or part embodied in those sheets
cannot be incorporated by reference in the international application
under Rules 4.18 and 20.6 because of the operation of Rule 20.8(a—
bis), the receiving Office shall:
(i) subject to subparagraph (ii), transmit the international application
to the International Bureau as receiving Office;
(ii) if the applicant does not authorize the transmittal of the
international application under Rule 19.4(a)(iii) or does not pay the
required fee within the applicable time limit, proceed in accordance
with Section 333(c) and apply the procedure provided in paragraph
(f) mutatis mutandis as if the notice under Rule 20.6(a) were a
correction furnished under Rule 20.5bis(b) or (c), as the case may
be.
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Section 310
Procedure in the Case of Later Submitted Sheets Not Furnished
for the Purposes of Incorporation by Reference

(a) This Section applies to later submitted sheets which do not
accompany a notice confirming under Rule 20.6 that an element or
part embodied in those sheets was incorporated by reference.
(b) Where later submitted sheets as referred to in paragraph (a) are
received within the applicable time limit referred to in Rule 20.7 and
where the international filing date is to be accorded under Rule
20.3(b)(i), 20.5(b) or 20.5bis(b), or corrected under Rule 20.5(c) or
20.5bis(c), the receiving Office shall, subject to Section 3104/s:

(i) accord the international filing date in accordance with Rule

20.3(b)(i), 20.5(b) or 20.5bis(b), or effect the required correction of

the international filing date in accordance with Rule 20.5(c) or

20.5bis(c), as the case may be;

(ii) notify the applicant of the correction or the according of the

international filing date effected under item (i);

(iii) keep in its files a copy of the later submitted sheets;

(iv) where the later submitted sheets are furnished under Rule
20.5bis to replace any erroneously filed sheets, remove the
erroneously filed sheets from the international application and notify
the applicant accordingly, and keep a copy of the removed sheets in
the file;

(v) where transmittals under Article 12(1) have already been made,
notify the International Bureau and the International Searching
Authority accordingly and transmit a copy of the corrected first and
last sheets of the request and the later submitted sheets to the said
Bureau and a copy thereof to the said Authority; and
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(vi) where transmittals under Article 12(1) have not yet been made,
attach the later submitted sheets to the record copy and a copy
thereof to the search copy.
(c) Where later submitted sheets referred to in paragraph (a) are
received within the applicable time limit referred to in Rule 20.7 but
the purported international application still does not fulfill the
requirements of Article 11(1), the receiving Office shall proceed as
provided in Rule 20.4.
(d) Where later submitted sheets referred to in paragraph (a) are
received after the expiration of the applicable time limit referred to in
Rule 20.7, the receiving Office shall proceed as provided in Section
310ter.
Section 3104/s
Procedure in the Case of Later Submitted Sheets Resulting in the
Correction of the International Filing Date under Rule 20.5(c) or
20.5bis(c)
(a) Where, following the receipt of later submitted sheets referred to
in Sections 309(a) or 310(a) within the applicable time limit referred to
in Rule 20.7, the international filing date has been corrected under
Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c), the receiving Office shall, in addition to
proceeding under Section 309(c)(i) to (iii), or 310(b)(i) to (iii), as the
case may be:
(i) draw the attention of the applicant to the procedure available
under Rule 20.5(e) or 20.5bis(e), as the case may be;
(ii) proceed under Section 309(c)(iv) to (vi), or 310(b)(iv) to (vi), as
the case may be, but only after the expiration of the time limit under
Rule 20.5(e) or 20.5bis(e) and only where the applicant has not made
a request under that Rule.
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(b) Where the applicant requests within the time limit under Rule
20.5(e) or 20.5bis(e) that the missing part or the correct element or
part concerned be disregarded, the receiving Office shall:
(i) restore the international filing date to that which had applied prior
to its correction under Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c);
(ii) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each sheet
containing the missing part concerned, the words “NOT TO BE
CONSIDERED (RULE 20.5(e))”, or in the middle of the bottom
margin of each sheet embodying the correct element or part
concerned, the words “NOT TO BE CONSIDERED (RULE
20.5bis(e))”, as the case may be, or their equivalent in the language
of publication of the international application;
(iii) notify the applicant that the missing part or the correct element
or part is considered not to have been furnished and that the
international filing date has been restored to that which had applied
prior to its correction under Rule 20.5(c) or 20.5bis(c);
(iv) keep in its files a copy of the later submitted sheets marked
under item (ii) and of the request made under Rule 20.5(e) or
20.5bis(e);
(v) where transmittals under Article 12(1) have already been made,
notify the International Bureau and the International Searching
Authority accordingly, and transmit the later submitted sheets
marked under item (ii), the notice under Rule 20.6(a) and the request
made under Rule 20.5(e) or 20.5bis(e) to the said Bureau and a copy
thereof to the said Authority;
(vi) where transmittals under Article 12(1) have not yet been made,
notify the International Bureau accordingly and attach the later
submitted sheets marked under item (ii), the notice under Rule
20.6(a) and the request under Rule 20.5(e) or 20.5bis(e) to the
record copy.
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Section 310ter
Procedure in the Case of Later Submitted Sheets Furnished after the
Expiration of the Applicable Time Limit Referred to in Rule 20.7
Where later submitted sheets referred to in Sections 309(a) or 310(a)
are received after the expiration of the applicable time limit referred
to in Rule 20.7, the receiving Office shall:

(i) notify the applicant of the fact and of the date of receipt of the
later submitted sheets, and of the fact that they will not be
considered for the PCT procedure;

(ii) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each sheet
containing the missing or correct element or part concerned, the
words “NOT TO BE CONSIDERED (RULE 20.7)”, or their equivalent
in the language of publication of the international application;

(iii) keep in its files a copy of the later submitted sheets marked
under item (ii) and, where applicable, of the notice under Rule
20.6(a);

(iv) where transmittals under Article 12(1) have already been made,
notify the International Bureau accordingly, and transmit the later
submitted sheets marked under item (ii) and, where applicable, the
notice under Rule 20.6(a) to the said Bureau;

(v) where transmittals under Article 12(1) have not yet been made,
notify the International Bureau accordingly, and attach the later
submitted sheets marked under item (ii) and, where applicable, the
notice under Rule 20.6(a) to the record copy.

Section 311
Renumbering in the Case of Deletion, Substitution or Addition of
Sheets of the International Application and of the Translation Thereof
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(a) The receiving Office shall, subject to Section 207, sequentially

renumber the sheets of the international application when

necessitated by the addition of any new sheet, the deletion of entire

sheets, a change in the order of the sheets or any other reason.

(b) The sheets of the international application shall be provisionally

renumbered in the following manner:
(i) subject to paragraph (iii), when a sheet is deleted, the receiving
Office shall either include a blank sheet with the same number and
with the word “DELETED,” or its equivalent in the language of
publication of the international application, below the number, or
insert, in brackets, below the number of the following sheet, the
number of the deleted sheet with the word “DELETED” or its
equivalent in the language of publication of the international
application;
(i) when one or more sheets are added, each sheet shall be
identified by the number of the preceding sheet followed by a slant
and then by another Arabic numeral such that the additional sheets
are numbered consecutively, starting always with number one for
the first sheet added after an unchanged sheet (e.g., 10/1, 15/1,
15/2, 15/3, etc.); when later additions of sheets to an existing series
of added sheets are necessary, an extra numeral shall be used for
identifying the further additions (e.g., 15/1, 15/1/1,15/1/2, 15/2,
etc.).
(iii) where a correct element or part furnished under Rule 20.5bis to
correct an erroneously filed element or part is added to the
international application, the sheets of the correct element or part
shall be humbered without taking into account the sheets of the
erroneously filed element or part, and no action referred to in
paragraph (i) need be taken with respect to the sheets of the
erroneously filed element or part, either when they are removed
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from the international application under Section 309(c)(iv) or
310(b)(iv), or when they are moved to the end of the corresponding
element of the international application under Section 309(b)(iv).

(c) In the cases mentioned in paragraph (b), it is recommended that
the receiving Office should write, below the number of the last sheet,
the total number of the sheets of the international application followed
by the words “TOTAL OF SHEETS” or their equivalent in the
language of publication of the international application. It is further
recommended that, at the bottom of any last sheet added, the words
“LAST ADDED SHEET” or their equivalent in the language of
publication of the international application should be inserted.
(d) Paragraphs (a) to (c) shall apply mutatis mutandis to any
translation of the international application furnished under Rule 12.3 or
124.
Section 312
Notification of Decision Not to Issue Declaration that the
International Application Is Considered Withdrawn
Where the receiving Office, after having notified the applicant under
Rule 29.4(a) of its intent to issue a declaration under Article 14(4),
decides not to issue such a declaration, it shall notify the applicant
accordingly.
Section 313
Documents Filed with the International Application; Manner of
Marking the Necessary Annotations in the Check List
(a) Any power of attorney, any priority document, any fee calculation
sheet and any separate sheet referred to in Section 209(a) containing
indications as to deposited biological material, filed with the
international application shall accompany the record copy; any other
document referred to in Rule 3.3(a)(ii) shall be sent only at the
specific request of the International Bureau. If any document which is
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indicated in the check list as accompanying the international
application is not, in fact, filed at the latest by the time the record
copy leaves the receiving Office, that Office shall so note on the
check list and the said indication shall be considered as if it had not
been made.

(b) Where, under Rule 3.3(b), the receiving Office itself completes the
check list, that Office shall enter, in the margin, the words
“COMPLETED BY RO” or their equivalent in the language of
publication of the international application. Where only some of the
indications are completed by the receiving Office, the said words and
each indication completed by that Office shall be identified by an
asterisk.

Section 314
Correction or Addition of a Priority Claim under Rule 26 b/s
(a) Where the applicant, in a notice submitted to the receiving Office,
corrects or adds a priority claim under Rule 26 b/s, that Office shall
enter the correction or addition in the request, draw a line through,
while still leaving legible, any indication deleted as a result of the
correction, and enter, in the margin, the letters “RO.”
(b) The applicant and, if copies of the international application have
already been sent to the International Bureau and the International
Searching Authority, that Bureau and that Authority shall be promptly
notified by the receiving Office of any correction or addition of a
priority claim under Rule 26 b/s and of the date on which it received
such correction or addition.
Section 315
Processing of Documents by the Receiving Office under Rule
26b/s.3(h—bis)

61

HEFIEREHICEDELIITERLTSHEDEL, BZERRIIITHhhA
75\91-::60)&37‘7;3—0

(b) ZEET(X., A 33bL)DREIZE DT, BOMNEEHEIZEEA
3 51541%. RBEIZCOMPLETED BY ROJ(ZEETIZLBEEAL D
EAXIIEEEEOEERARDEEICE ITAhEREDEAEE
ATS. ZEEFII. RRO—EOAELATIHEEIE. LEDEAR
VHRZEETNEALEZEFIEL. TRAARIIZKYERT 5,

3145

% 26 HBID 2 [THRETHEXED EROMITRILIEM
(a) HEAAD ., ZEETICTIRH T HBAICHINT,. FE 26 HAID 2 D
HECED(EBAIEDTROMERIITEMET HI5E(X, U%TEE
FFiE. FEEICYZERILEMDANETEZEAL #FEDOERELTHI
BRENBRRIZ, FIFETESLESICLT, #8%51E. RHIZTROJIDXF
AT D,
(b) ZFEEFIX. EBAICKHLEV., EREROELZEREERR
VEBRAE#BEICELIEMLTWSEE L. EREER RV %ER
AEHBEICHL. 5 26 FRAD 2 DEEICEDIEBAIED RO
XILEMIZDODWTRUVHZMEFTER (L EMEZELI-BHEESHIZ
BEHT 5,

#3158
A 26 M 23(h D 2) DREICEDICFHEFICEIEHDNE



(a) Where the receiving Office receives a request under Rule
26bis.3(h—bis) and decides not to transmit a document or part thereof
to the International Bureau, it shall

(i) indelibly mark on the request under Rule 26bis.3(h—bis) the date

on which that request was received;

(ii) indelibly mark, in the upper right—hand corner of each

replacement sheet received, the international application number

and the date on which that sheet was received;

(iii) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each

replacement sheet received, the words “SUBSTITUTE SHEET

(RULE 26bis.3(h—bis))” or their equivalent in the language of

publication of the international application;

(iv) keep in its files a copy of the request under Rule 26 b/5.3(h—bis),

and, where applicable, the replaced sheet, and a copy of the

replacement sheet;

(v) promptly transmit any replacement sheet to the International

Bureau.
(b) Where the receiving Office receives a request under Rule
26bis.3(h—bis) and finds that information in a part of a document
meets the requirements in this Rule, but the receiving Office has not
received a replacement sheet from the applicant in which that part
has been removed, it may decide not to transmit the entire document
or part thereof to the International Bureau and proceed as indicated
under paragraph (a)(i) and (iv) as applicable, or invite the applicant to
submit such a replacement sheet. Where the applicant submits a
replacement sheet within the time limit set by the receiving Office,
the receiving Office proceeds as indicated under paragraph (a). Where
the applicant does not submit a replacement sheet within the time
limit set by the receiving Office, the receiving Office may either
transmit the document containing that part and the request under
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Rule 26bis.3(h—bis) to the International Bureau, or decide not to
transmit the entire document or part thereof to the International
Bureau under Rule 26bis.3(h—bis).

(c) Where the receiving Office finds on its own decision that
information in a part of a document meets the requirements in Rule
26bis.3(h—bis), it may either invite the applicant to submit a
replacement sheet in which that part has been removed and proceed
as indicated under paragraph (b), or decide not to transmit the entire
document or part thereof to the International Bureau.

(d) Where the receiving Office receives a request under Rule
26bis.3(h-bis), but nevertheless decides to transmit that document or
part thereof to the International Bureau, it shall proceed as indicated
under paragraph (a)(i), (ii) and (iv), and promptly transmit the request
under Rule 26bis.3(h—bis) and any proposed replacement sheet to the
International Bureau.

Section 316
Procedure in the Case Where the International Application Lacks
the Prescribed Signature

Where, under Article 14(1)(a)(i), the receiving Office finds that the
international application is defective in that it lacks the prescribed
signature, that Office shall send to the applicant, together with the
invitation to correct under Article 14(1)(b), a copy of the relevant
sheet of the request part of the international application. The
applicant shall, within the prescribed time limit, return said copy after
affixing thereto the prescribed signature.
Section 317
Transmittal of a Notice of Correction or Addition of a Declaration
under Rule 26ter.1
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If a notice under Rule 26ter.1 is submitted by the applicant to the
receiving Office, that Office shall mark the date of receipt on the
notice and transmit it promptly to the International Bureau. The notice
shall be considered to have been received by the International Bureau
on the date marked.
Section 317bis
Transmittal of a Notice of Correction or Addition of an indication
under Rule 26 quater:1

If a notice under Rule 26quater.1 is submitted by the applicant to the
receiving Office, that Office shall mark the date of receipt on the
notice and transmit it promptly to the International Bureau. The notice
shall be considered to have been received by the International Bureau
on the date marked.
Section 318

Cancellation of Designations of Non—Contracting States
The receiving Office shall cancel ex officio the designation of any
State which is not a Contracting State, shall enclose that designation
within square brackets, shall draw a line between the square brackets
while still leaving the designation legible, shall enter, in the margin, the
words “CANCELLED EX OFFICIO BY RO” or their equivalent in the
language of publication of the international application, and shall
promptly notify the applicant accordingly. If the record copy has
already been sent to the International Bureau, the receiving Office
shall also notify that Bureau.

Section 319
Procedure under Rule 4.9(b)

(a) Where the receiving Office finds that the request contains an
indication under Rule 4.9(b) that the designation of a State is not
made but the request does not contain a priority claim to an earlier
national application filed in that State, the receiving Office shall
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promptly notify the applicant accordingly and shall draw the
applicant’ s attention to Rule 26 bis.
(b) If the receiving Office does not, before the expiration of the time
limit under Rule 264/s.1(a), receive a notice correcting or adding a
priority claim to an earlier national application filed in the State, the
designation of which is not made, it shall cancel ex officio the
indication under Rule 4.9(b), shall enclose that indication in square
brackets, draw a line between the square brackets while still leaving
the indication legible, enter, in the margin, the words “CANCELLED
EX OFFICIO BY RO” or their equivalent in the language of publication
of the international application, and promptly notify the applicant
accordingly. If the record copy has already been sent to the
International Bureau, the receiving Office shall also notify that Bureau.
Section 320
Invitation to Pay Fees under Rule 165/s.1(a)
When issuing an invitation under Rule 1654/s.1(a), the receiving Office
shall, if it received moneys from the applicant before the due date,
inform the applicant of the fees to which those moneys have been
applied.
Section 321
Application of Moneys Received by the Receiving Office in Certain
Cases
(a) The receiving Office shall, to the extent that it has received
instructions from the applicant as to the fees to which it shall apply
moneys received by it from the applicant, apply those moneys
accordingly.
(b) Where the receiving Office receives moneys from the applicant
which, together with any other moneys so received, are not sufficient
to cover in full the transmittal fee (if any), the international filing fee
and the search fee (if any), the receiving Office shall, to the extent
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that it has not received instructions from the applicant as to the fees
to which it shall apply the moneys which are available for the purpose,
apply those moneys in payment, successively, of the fees set out
below to the extent that they are due and unpaid and in the order in
which they appear below:
(i) the transmittal fee;
(i) the international filing fee;
(iii) the search fee.
Section 322
Invitation to Submit a Request for Refund of the Search Fee
The receiving Office may, before making a refund of the search fee
under Rule 16.2, first invite the applicant to submit a request for the
refund.
Section 323
Transmittal of Priority Documents to International Bureau
(a) Any priority document which is submitted to the receiving Office
under Rule 17.1(a) shall be transmitted by that Office to the
International Bureau together with the record copy or, if received
after the record copy has been sent to the International Bureau,
promptly after having been received by that Office.
(b) Where the priority document is issued by the receiving Office and
the applicant has, not later than 16 months after the priority date,
requested the receiving Office under Rule 17.1(b) to prepare and
transmit it to the International Bureau, the receiving Office shall,
promptly after receipt of such request (“request for priority
document”) and, where applicable, the payment of the fee referred to
in that Rule, transmit the priority document to the International
Bureau. Where such request for priority document has been made but
the required fee has not been paid, the receiving Office shall promptly
notify the applicant that the request for priority document will be
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considered not to have been made unless the fee is paid not later
than 16 months after the priority date or, in the case referred to in
Article 23(2), not later than at the time the processing or examination
of the international application is requested.

(c) When transmitting a priority document, the receiving Office shall
notify the International Bureau of the date on which it received the
priority document or the request for priority document.

(d) Where a request for priority document has, under paragraph (b),
been considered not to have been made, the receiving Office shall
promptly notify the International Bureau. Where the receiving Office
fails to notify the International Bureau accordingly within 17 months
from the priority date, the receiving Office shall prepare and transmit
the priority document to the International Bureau even though the
required fee has not been paid by the applicant.

(e) Where a request for priority document has been received by the
receiving Office later than 16 months after the priority date, or where
such request has, under paragraph (b), been considered not to have
been made, the receiving Office shall promptly notify the applicant
accordingly, directing attention to the requirements of Rule 17.1(a).

Section 324
Copy of Notification of the International Application Number and the
International Filing Date under Rule 20.2(c)

The copy, sent to the International Bureau, of the notification of the
international application number and the international filing date under
Rule 20.2(c) shall also include, if the priority of an earlier application is
claimed in the international application, the date of filing — as indicated
in the international application — of that earlier application. If the
priority of several earlier applications is claimed, the earliest filing date
shall be indicated.

67

IhN =B EEREN . BEESEOFBRIITHONGE,N2I-EDE
HIESNDBEZTHRBANITEON BT S,

() REETL. BEESEEEAMNITIRL. SZELESEERVE
FEEHEDOFROZEDOBMNZ. BREHRICTENT S,

@) GOREIESINT, BREBEOHRMNTOAEN DL
AEENBAE. BEE T EERSERISE O, CENT 5, BE
B BEE S 17 A B LUNCEREERIZOEEBMT 5T
LEBSIBAL, HEBANDELTHHERILS>TVENEETH
Tt BAEEEE FRLERBERISETT 5.

() REETIL. BEESHEDFEREELBENS 16 NAZREBL
RICZELIHEXIE, ODOREITEDNT, B RNMTOIG

Mot DEATTIHRIF HEEANCEDEZE LA IEAL ., A

171@ICHE T HEHICTOVTEIEZMIES 5,

3245

HA 202c)DREICE I ERHBEESRVERLEBRDEMNDE

L
ERHEICBVTEDHEICE IKBAIENTIRINTLSESE.
A 202c)DBREICEDVWCEREHERICEM T IEREEEE R
VEREEBOBMOELIZ. BfHREICR RSN HZIEDOHBED
HEERLREHT S, LOIDEDHREICEDIBEENERSATL
5581 ZEOHEBERERTI 5,



Section 325 - RYLE=]
Corrections of Defects under Rule 26.4 and Rectifications of Obvious 338l 26.4 DFBFEICE I RMODHFRRUVE 91 HRAIOHREIZES<H
Mistakes under Rule 91 HGEREEDETIE

(a) Where the receiving Office receives a correction of defects under (a) ZIEETIL. 3RE| 264 DREICE L REDHEFTEZET HEES
XIFE N RADOREICEDETHBLREDITEZHATHI5E(E.
RDESYET D,

Rule 26.4 or authorizes a rectification of an obvious mistake under
Rule 91, it shall:

(i) indelibly mark, in the upper right—hand corner of each replacement
sheet, the international application number and the date on which
that sheet was received;

(ii) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each
replacement sheet, the words “SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26)”
(where the replacement sheet contains a correction of defects
under Rule 26) or “RECTIFIED SHEET (RULE 91)” (where the
replacement sheet contains the rectification of an obvious mistake
under Rule 91) or their equivalent in the language of publication of
the international application;

(iii) indelibly mark on the letter containing the correction or
rectification, or accompanying any replacement sheet, the date on
which that letter was received,;

(iv) keep in its files a copy of the letter containing the correction or
rectification or, when the correction or rectification is contained in a
replacement sheet, the replaced sheet, a copy of the letter
accompanying the replacement sheet, and a copy of the
replacement sheet;

(v) subject to item (vi), promptly transmit any letter and any
replacement sheet to the International Bureau, and a copy thereof
to the International Searching Authority;
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(vi) where transmittals under Article 12(1) have not yet been made,
transmit any letter and any replacement sheet to the International
Bureau together with the record copy and, except where the
international application is considered withdrawn and Rule 29.1(ii)
applies, a copy of the said letter or replacement sheet to the
International Searching Authority together with the search copy. The
record copy and the search copy shall contain any replaced sheet.

(b) Where the receiving Office refuses to authorize the rectification of
an obvious mistake under Rule 91, it shall proceed as indicated under
paragraph (a)(i), (iii) and (iv) and promptly transmit any letter and any
proposed replacement sheet to the International Bureau. If the record
copy has not yet been sent to the International Bureau, any letter and
any proposed replacement sheet shall be transmitted together with
the record copy.
Section 326
Withdrawal by Applicant under Rule 905/s.1, 9056/s.2 or 90b/s.3

(a) The receiving Office shall promptly transmit to the International
Bureau any notice from the applicant effecting withdrawal of the
international application under Rule 906/s.1, of a designation under
Rule 9056/s.2 or of a priority claim under Rule 9056/5.3 which has been
filed with it together with an indication of the date of receipt of the
notice. If the record copy has not yet been sent to the International
Bureau, the receiving Office shall transmit the said notice together
with the record copy.

(b) If the search copy has already been sent to the International
Searching Authority and the international application is withdrawn
under Rule 906/s.1 or a priority claim is withdrawn under Rule 906/s.3,
the receiving Office shall promptly transmit a copy of the notice
effecting withdrawal to the International Searching Authority.
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(c) If the search copy has not yet been sent to the International
Searching Authority and the international application is withdrawn
under Rule 90b/s.1, the receiving Office shall not send the search
copy to the International Searching Authority and shall, subject to
Section 322, refund the search fee to the applicant unless it has
already been transferred to the International Searching Authority. If
the search fee has already been transferred to the International
Searching Authority, the receiving Office shall send a copy of the
request and of the notice effecting withdrawal to that Authority.
(d) If the search copy has not yet been sent to the International
Searching Authority and a priority claim is withdrawn under Rule
90b6/s5.3, the receiving Office shall transmit a copy of the notice
effecting withdrawal to the International Searching Authority together
with the search copy.
Section 327

Ex Officio Correction of Request by the Receiving Office
(a) Subject to paragraph (d), where the record copy has not yet been
sent to the International Bureau and the request requires correction
because it contains an inconsistency or a minor defect such as non—
compliance with the requirement for indications under Section 115,
the receiving Office may correct the request ex officio. If the
receiving Office does so, it shall notify the applicant accordingly.
(b) When making a correction under paragraph (a), the receiving Office
shall enter, in the margin, the letters “RO.” Where any matter is to be
deleted, the receiving Office shall enclose such matter within square
brackets and shall draw a line between the square brackets while still
leaving the deleted matter legible. Where any matter is to be replaced,
both the first and second sentences of this paragraph shall apply.
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(c) The receiving Office shall check the number of characters of the
file reference, if any, and shall delete any characters beyond the
number permitted by Section 109.
(d) The receiving Office shall not make any ex officio correction to
declarations referred to in Rule 4.17 which are contained in the
request.

Section 328

Notifications Concerning Representation

(a) Where a power of attorney or a document containing the
revocation or renunciation of an appointment is submitted to the
receiving Office and the record and search copies have already been
transmitted, the receiving Office shall immediately notify the
International Bureau and the International Searching Authority by
sending them a copy of the power of attorney or document and
request the International Bureau to record a change in the indications
concerning the agent or common representative under Rule
92bis.1(a)ii).
(b) If the record copy and/or search copy have not yet been
transmitted by the receiving Office, a copy of the power of attorney
or document containing the revocation or renunciation of an
appointment shall be transmitted by the receiving Office with the
record copy and/or search copy.

Section 329

Correction of Indications Concerning the Applicant’ s Residence or

Nationality
Where, in response to an invitation to correct a defect under Article
11(1)(i), evidence is submitted indicating to the satisfaction of the
receiving Office that, in fact, the applicant had, on the date on which
the international application was actually received, the right to file an
international application with that receiving Office, the invitation shall
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be considered to be an invitation to correct a defect under Article
14(1)(a)(ii) and Rule 4.5 in the prescribed indications concerning the
applicant’ s residence and/or nationality, and the applicant may
correct those indications accordingly. If such correction is made, no
defect shall be considered to exist under Article 11(1)().
Section 330
Transmittal of Record Copy Prevented or Delayed by National
Security Prescriptions

(a) Where prescriptions concerning national security prevent the
transmittal of the record copy by the receiving Office to the
International Bureau under Rule 22.1(a), the receiving Office shall
notify the applicant and the International Bureau accordingly.

(b) The notifications under paragraph (a) shall be sent before the
expiration of 13 months from the priority date. Where the receiving
Office believes that national security clearance is imminent, it may
postpone the sending of the notifications, but shall send them before

the expiration of 17 months from the priority date if no clearance has

been given by that time.
Section 331

Receipt of Confirmation Copy
Where, subject to Rule 92.4, the receiving Office receives an
international application by facsimile machine transmission and
subsequently receives the original of that international application, it
shall mark such original with the words “CONFIRMATION COPY” or
their equivalent in the language of publication of the international
application on the bottom of the first page of the request and on the
first page of the description. The marking under Section 325 is not
required in such a case. The international application as received by
facsimile machine transmission shall constitute the record copy. The
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confirmation copy shall be transmitted to the International Bureau in
addition to the record copy.
Section 332
Notification of Languages Accepted by the Receiving Office under
Rules 12.1(a) , (c) and (d) and 12.4(a)

(a) Each receiving Office shall notify the International Bureau of the
language or languages which, having regard to Rule 12.1(b), it is
prepared to accept under Rule 12.1(a) for the filing of international
applications.

(a—bis) Each receiving Office shall notify the International Bureau of
the language or languages of any language—dependent free text which,
having regard to Rules 12.1(a) and (b), it is prepared to accept under
Rule 12.1(d) for the filing of the sequence listing part of the
description.

(b) Each receiving Office shall notify the International Bureau of any
change to the information notified under paragraphs (a), (a—bis), (d)
and (e). If the change means that

(i) the receiving Office is no longer prepared to accept the filing of
international applications in a language that it had previously notified
the International Bureau that it was prepared to accept; or

(ii) the receiving Office is no longer prepared to accept the
translation of international applications into a language of publication
that it had previously notified the International Bureau that it was
prepared to accept; or
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(iii) the receiving Office is no longer prepared to accept the filing of

requests in a language that it had previously notified the

International Bureau that it was prepared to accept;

or

(iv) the receiving Office is no longer prepared to accept the filing of

the sequene lisiting part of the descripton containing language—

dependent free text in a language that it had previously notified the

Internatonal Bureau that it was prepared to accept,

the effective date of such change shall be two months after the date

of publication of the notification of the change in the Gazette

pursuant to Section 405 or such later date as may be determined by

the receiving Office.
(c) Nothing in paragraph (a), (a—bis), (b), (d) or (e) prevents any
receiving Office from accepting, in a particular case,

(i) the filing of an international application in a language that it has

not notified the International Bureau that it is prepared to accept; or

(i) the translation of an international application into a language of

publication that it has not notified the International Bureau that it is

prepared to accept; or

(iii) the filing of a request in a language that it has not notified the

International Bureau that it is prepared to accept; or

(iv) the filing of the sequence listing part of the description

containing language—dependent free text in a language that it has

not notified the International Bureau that it is prepared to accept.
(d) Each receiving Office concerned shall notify the International
Bureau of the language or languages which it is prepared to accept
under Rule 12.4(a) for the translation of international applications into
a language of publication.
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(e) Each receiving Office shall notify the International Bureau of the
language or languages which it is prepared to accept under Rule
12.1(c) for the filing of requests.

Section 333
Transmittal of International Application to the International Bureau as

Receiving Office

(a) Where a national Office intends to proceed under Rule 19.4(b)
having regard to Rule 19.4(a)(i), (ii) or (ii—bis), it shall, if it requires
payment of the fee referred to in Rule 19.4(b) and that fee has not
already been paid, promptly invite the applicant to pay that fee within
a time limit of 15 days from the date of the invitation.
(b) Where a national Office intends to proceed under Rule 19.4(b)
having regard to Rule 19.4(a)(iii), it shall promptly request the
International Bureau as receiving Office to agree to the transmittal of
the international application. The International Bureau as receiving
Office shall promptly respond to that request. If the International
Bureau as receiving Office agrees to the transmittal, the national
Office shall promptly invite the applicant:

(i) if the transmittal has not already been authorized by the
applicant, to submit to that Office, within a time limit of 15 days
from the date of the invitation, an authorization of the transmittal,
and,

(ii) if the Office requires payment of the fee referred to in Rule
19.4(b) and that fee has not already been paid, to pay that fee within
the time limit referred to in item (i).

(c) The national Office:
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(i) need not proceed under Rule 19.4(b) having regard to Rule
19.4(a)(i) to (i) if the Office requires payment of the fee referred to
in Rule 19.4(b) and the applicant does not pay that fee;

(ii) shall not proceed under Rule 19.4(b) having regard to Rule
19.4(a)(iii) if the International Bureau as receiving Office does not
agree to, or if the applicant does not authorize, the transmittal of
the international application under Rule 19.4(a)(iii).

(i) ENETHARA 1940)IRETHSFHMDOILEERL., HFE
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Section 334 £ 345
Notification to Applicant of Submission of Demand after the EEFPHREZBEOERENELEALIS 19 MNAZEBLI-RIZIZEE SN
Expiration of 19 Months from the Priority Date -EDHEAANDIBEA
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Where the demand is submitted after the expiration of 19 months from
the priority date to a receiving Office and the time limit under Article
22(1), as in force from April 1, 2002, does not apply in respect of all
designated Offices, the receiving Office shall:

(i) promptly notify the applicant accordingly, directing attention to
the fact that the time limit under Article 39(1)(a) does not apply, and
that Article 22(1), as in force until March 31, 2002, continues to
apply in respect of any such designated Office, and

(ii) proceed under Rule 59.3.

Section 335
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Procedures Relating to Secquence Listings Be5IRICEET 5F 6

(a) E3055M 2, 5 308 F(b). E 308 5D 2 MoFE3IN0FMD I F
T. RUE 325 BEOFEEX. )5S () EFTHORERUMESE CIZE
DONDEFFNREICHSIEEFHELT, BETHFHETEANDEF
T7AIVELTIRE SN SERFIRICERT 5,

(a) Sections 3054/s, 308(b), 308b/s to 310ter and 325 shall apply
mutatis mutandis to any sequence lisitng furnished as a separate
electroni file in the relevant procedures, subject to paragraphs (b) to
(d) and any special provisions set out in Annex C.
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(b) Where the receiving Office receive a sequence listing on a physical
medium, that Office shall physically lable the medim with the words
“SEQUENCE LISTING” together with other markings equivalent to
those reqgruied for sheets filed or submitted according to Sections
308(b), 308b/s to 310ter and 325, as the case may be, in accordance
with the procedures in Annex C.

(c) The receiving Office shall keep the contents of any file received
from the applicant representing a sequence listing unchanged. Any
required annotation concerning the internatonal application humber or
purpose for which the sequence listing was furnisuehd shall be
recorded in the filename or other metadata associated with the file in
accordance with the procedures in Annex C.

(d) Where the receiving Office receives a sequence listing under Rule
13ter for tht purposes of international search and any accompanying
statement as set out in Annex G, it shall forward those to the
International Searching Authority, together with the search copy or as
soon as possible thereafter.

Section 336
Waivers under Rules 90.4(d) and 90.5(c)

(a) Where, in accordance with Rule 90.4(d), a receiving Office waives
the requirement under Rule 90.4(b) that a separate power of attorney
be submitted to it, the receiving Office shall notify the International
Bureau accordingly
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(b) Where, in accordance with Rule 90.5(c), a receiving Office waives
the requirement under Rule 90.5(a)(ii) that a copy of a general power
of attorney be attached to the request or any separate notice, the
receiving Office shall notify the International Bureau accordingly.

(c) A receiving Office may require a separate power of attorney, or a
copy of a general power of attorney, in particular instances even if the
receiving Office has waived the requirement in general.

(d) A receiving Office which has notified the International Bureau
under paragraph (a) or (b) shall notify the International Bureau of any
change to the information notified under those paragraphs.

Section 337 [Deleted]

PART 4

INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU
Section 401
Marking of the Sheets of the Record Copy

(a) The International Bureau shall, upon receipt of the record copy,
mark the date of receipt of the record copy in the appropriate space
on the request.

(b) If the receiving Office has failed to mark any sheet as provided in
Sections 311 and 325, the marking which has not been made may be
inserted by the International Bureau.

Section 402
Correction or Addition of a Priority Claim under Rule 26 b/s
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(a) Where the applicant, in a notice submitted to the International
Bureau, corrects or adds a priority claim under Rule 26 b/s, that
Bureau shall enter the correction or addition in the request, draw a
line through, while still leaving legible, any indication deleted as a
result of the correction, and enter, in the margin, the letters “IB.”

(b) [Deleted]

(c) The applicant, the receiving Office and the International
Searching Authority shall be promptly notified by the International
Bureau of any correction or addition of a priority claim under Rule
26bis and of the date on which it received such correction or
addition.
Section 403
Transmittal of Protest against Payment of Additional Fees and

Decision Thereon Where International Application Is Considered to

Lack Unity of Invention
Where, under Rule 40.2(c) or 68.3(c), the International Bureau
receives a request from the applicant to forward to any designated
or elected Office the texts of both the protest against payment of

additional fees as provided for in Articles 17(3)(a) and 34(3)(a) where

the international application is considered to lack unity of invention

and the decision thereon by the International Searching Authority or

the International Preliminary Examining Authority, as the case may
be, it shall proceed according to such request.

Section 404
International Publication Number of International Application
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The International Bureau shall assigh to each published international
application an international publication number which shall be
different from the international application number. The international
publication number shall be used on the published international
application and in the Gazette entry. It shall consist of the two—letter
code “WO” followed by a four—digit indication of the year of
publication, a slant, and a serial number consisting of six digits

(e.g., "WO 2004/123456").

Section 405
Publication of Notifications of Languages Accepted by the Receiving
Office under Rules 12.1(a), (c) and (d) and 12.4(a)
The International Bureau shall promptly publish in the Gazette any
notification under Section 332(a), (a—bis), (b), (d) or (e).

Section 406
Publication of International Applications
(a) International applications shall be published on a given day of the
week.
(b) International applications may be published, for the purposes of
Article 21, on paper or wholly or partly in electronic form.
(c) Details concerning the publication of international applications,
and the form and particulars of the front page of each published
international application, shall be decided by the Director General,
after consultation with the Offices or Authorities which have a direct
interest in those details.
Section 406bis

Suggested English Translation of the Title of the Invention
(a) Where the international application is to be published in a
language other than English and a translation of the application into
English is not required under Rule 12.3(a), the applicant may furnish a
suggested translation of the title of the invention into English to the
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International Bureau before the expiration of 14 months from the
priority date.
(b) The International Bureau shall, to the extent possible, take the
suggested translation into account in the preparation of the
translation referred to in Rule 48.3(c) if it is received within the time
limit specified in paragraph (a).

Section 407

The Gazette
(a) The Gazette referred to in Rule 86.1 shall be published in
electronic form on the Internet. It may be made available by any
other electronic means as determined by the Director General after
consultation with the Offices and Authorities which have a direct
interest in the means by which the Gazette is published.
(b) In respect of each published international application, the Gazette
shall contain the contents specified in Rule 86.1(i), the contents
specified in Rule 86.1(iv), and the data indicated in Annex D.
(c) The information referred to in Rule 86.1(v) shall be that which is
indicated in Annex E.
(d) Details concerning the form and further particular content of the
Gazette shall be decided by the Director General after consultation
with Offices and Authorities which have a direct interest in those
details.

Section 408

Priority Application Number

(a) [Deleted]

(b) If the number of the earlier application referred to in Rule
4.10(a)(ii) (“priority application number”) is furnished after the
expiration of the prescribed time limit, the International Bureau shall
inform the applicant and the designated Offices of the date on which
the said number was furnished. It shall indicate the said date in the
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international publication by including on the front page of the
published international application next to the priority application
number the words “FURNISHED LATE ON ... (date),” and the
equivalent of such words in the language in which the international
application is published if that language is other than English.
(c) If the priority application number has not been furnished at the
time of the completion of the technical preparations for international
publication, the International Bureau shall indicate that fact by
including on the front page of the published international application
in the space provided for the priority application number the words
“NOT FURNISHED” and the equivalent of such words in the
language in which the international application is published if that
language is other than English.
Section 409

Priority Claim Considered Not to Have Been Made
Where the International Bureau declares, under Rule 26 6/5.2(b), that
a priority claim is considered not to have been made, that Bureau
shall enclose the priority claim concerned within square brackets,
draw a line between the square brackets, while still leaving legible
the indications concerned, and enter, in the margin, the words “NOT
TO BE CONSIDERED FOR PCT PROCEDURE (IB)” or their
equivalent in the language of publication of the international
application, and shall notify the applicant accordingly. The
International Bureau shall also notify the receiving Office and the
International Searching Authority.

Section 410
Numbering of Sheets for the Purposes of International Publication;
Procedure in Case of Missing or Erroneously Filed Sheets
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(a) In the course of preparing the international application for
international publication, the International Bureau shall sequentially
renumber the sheets to be published only when necessitated by the
addition of any new sheet, the deletion of entire sheets or a change
in the order of the sheets. Otherwise, the numbering provided under
Section 207 shall be maintained.

(b) Where a sheet has not been filed or is not to be taken into
consideration for the purposes of international processing under
Section 3106/s or 310ter, the International Bureau shall include an
indication to that effect in the published international application.

(c) Where the receiving Office fails to correct the numbering of the
sheets in accordance with Section 311(b)(iii), the International
Bureau shall number the sheets accordingly.

Section 411

Receipt of Priority Document
(a) The International Bureau shall, in respect of any priority
document received or obtained by it, record the date on which the
priority document has been received or obtained by it, and notify the
applicant and the designated Offices accordingly. The notification
should indicate whether the priority document was or was not
submitted, transmitted or obtained in compliance with Rule 17.1(a),
(b) or (b—bis), and with respect to the designated Offices, should
preferably be made together with the notification under Rule 47.1(a—
bis).
(b) Where the priority document has been submitted, transmitted or
obtained but not in compliance with Rule 17.1(a), (b) or (b—bi/s), the
International Bureau shall, in the notification under paragraph (a) of
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this Section, direct the attention of the applicant and the designated
Offices to the provisions of Rule 17.1(c).
Section 411bis
Receipt of Translation of Earlier Application under Rule 20.6(a)(iii)
The International Bureau shall indicate the words “TRANSLATION
(RULE 20.6(a)(iii))”, or their equivalent in French, on any translation
received under Rule 20.6(a)iii).

Section 412
Notification of Lack of Transmittal of Search Copy
If the International Bureau does not receive from the International
Searching Authority a notification under Rule 25.1 within two months
from the date of receipt of the record copy, the International Bureau
shall remind the receiving Office to transmit the search copy to the
International Searching Authority. A copy of the reminder shall be
sent to the International Searching Authority.
Section 413
Incorporations by Reference under Rule 20.6, Corrections of
Defects under Rule 26.4 and Rectifications of Obvious Mistakes
under Rule 91
(a) Where the International Bureau receives from the receiving Office
a letter containing a correction of any defects under Rule 26.4, or a
replacement sheet and the letter accompanying it, the International
Bureau shall transfer the correction to the record copy, together
with the indication of the date on which the receiving Office received
the letter, or shall insert the replacement sheet in the record copy.
Any letter and any replaced sheet shall be kept in the file of the
international application.
(b) Paragraph (a) shall apply mutatis mutandis to rectifications of
obvious mistakes under Rule 91 authorized by the receiving Office,
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by the International Searching Authority or, where a demand has
been made, by the International Preliminary Examining Authority.
(b—bis) Where the International Bureau receives from the receiving
Office, under Sections 309(c)(v), 310(b)(v), or 3104/s(b)(v), corrected
sheets of the request or later submitted sheets, the International
Bureau shall transfer any correction to the record copy and insert
any later submitted sheets in the record copy.
(c) Where the International Bureau is notified by the International
Searching Authority under Rule 43.6/s(b) that the rectification of an
obvious mistake authorized under Rule 91 has not been taken into
account for the purposes of the international search, the
International Bureau shall notify the designated Offices and, where a
demand has been made, the International Preliminary Examining
Authority accordingly.
(d) Where the International Bureau is notified by the International
Preliminary Examining Authority under Rule 70.2(e) that the
rectification of an obvious mistake authorized under Rule 91 has not
been taken into account for the purposes of the international
preliminary examination, the International Bureau shall notify the
elected Offices accordingly.
Section 413bis
Rectifications of Obvious Mistakes under Rule 91

(a) Where the International Bureau authorizes a rectification under
Rule 91, it shall:

(i) indelibly mark, in the upper right—hand corner of each

replacement sheet, the international application number and the

date on which that sheet was received;

(ii) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each

replacement sheet, the words “RECTIFIED SHEET (RULE 91)” or
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their equivalent in the language of publication of the international

application;

(iii) indelibly mark on the letter containing the rectification or

accompanying any replacement sheet the date on which that letter

was received;

(iv) keep in its files a copy of the letter containing the rectification

or, when the rectification is contained in a replacement sheet, the

replaced sheet, a copy of the letter accompanying the replacement

sheet, and a copy of the replacement sheet.
(b) Where the International Bureau refuses to authorize a
rectification under Rule 91, it shall proceed as indicated under
paragraph (a)(i), (iii) and (iv).
(c) Where the International Bureau authorizes or refuses to authorize
the rectification of an obvious mistake under Rule 91, it shall notify
the applicant, the International Searching Authority, where a demand
has been made, the International Preliminary Examining Authority, as
well as the designated or elected Offices accordingly and, where the
International Bureau refuses to authorize a rectification, the
notification shall also include the reasons for the refusal.

Section 414
Notification to the International Preliminary Examining Authority
Where the International Application Is Considered Withdrawn
If a demand has been submitted and the international application is
considered withdrawn under Article 14(1), (3) or (4), the International
Bureau shall promptly notify the International Preliminary Examining
Authority, unless the international preliminary examination report has
already issued.
Section 415
Notification of Withdrawal under Rule 90b/s.1, 90b6is.2, 90b/s.3,
90bis.3bis or 90bis.4
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(a) The fact of withdrawal by the applicant of the international
application under Rule 905b/s.1, of designations under Rule 9056/5.2, or
of a priority claim under Rule 904/s.3, together with the date on
which the notice effecting withdrawal reached the International
Bureau, the International Preliminary Examining Authority or the
receiving Office, shall be recorded by the International Bureau and
promptly notified by it to the receiving Office, the applicant, the
designated Offices affected by the withdrawal and, where the
withdrawal concerns the international application or a priority claim
and where the international search report, or the declaration referred
to in Article 17(2)(a), and the written opinion of the International
Searching Authority have not yet issued, the International Searching
Authority. However, where the withdrawal concerns the international
application and where the notice effecting withdrawal was filed
with the receiving Office before the sending of the record copy to
the International Bureau, that Bureau shall send the notifications
referred to in the preceding sentence and in Rule 24.2(a) to the
receiving Office and the applicant only.

(b) If, at the time of the withdrawal of the international application
under Rule 906/s.1, or of a priority claim under Rule 9054/s.3, a
demand has already been submitted and the international preliminary
examination report has not yet issued, the International Bureau shall,
unless the notice effecting withdrawal was submitted to the
International Preliminary Examining Authority, promptly notify the
fact of withdrawal to that Authority, together with the date on which
the notice effecting withdrawal has reached the International Bureau
or the receiving Office.

(c) If, at the time of the withdrawal of the international application
under Rule 906/s.1, or of a priority claim under Rule 9054/5.3, a
supplementary search request has already been submitted and the
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supplementary international search report has not yet been
established, the International Bureau shall promptly notify the fact of
withdrawal to the Authority specified for supplementary search,
together with the date on which the notice effecting withdrawal has
reached the International Bureau or the receiving Office.
(d) The fact of withdrawal by the applicant of the supplementary
search request under Rule 906/5.3b/s, together with the date on
which the notice effecting withdrawal was, or was considered to have
been, submitted to the International Bureau, shall be promptly
notified by that Bureau:

(i) to the applicant, and

(ii) to the Authority specified for supplementary search, unless the

notice effecting withdrawal was submitted to that Authority.
(e) The fact of withdrawal by the applicant of the demand or of one
or more elections under Rule 906/s5.4, together with the date on
which the notice effecting withdrawal was, or was considered to have
been, submitted to the International Bureau, shall be promptly
notified by that Bureau:

(i) to the applicant,

(i) to each elected Office affected by the withdrawal, except where

it has not yet been notified of its election, and

(iii) in the case of withdrawal of the demand or of all elections, to

the International Preliminary Examining Authority, unless the notice

effecting withdrawal was submitted to that Authority.

Section 416
Correction of Request in Record Copy

(a) Where the request requires correction as a consequence of the
withdrawal of a designation or of a change made under Rule 92 b/s,
the International Bureau shall make the necessary correction in the
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record copy and shall notify the applicant and the receiving Office
accordingly.
(b) When making a correction under paragraph (a), the International
Bureau shall enter, in the margin, the letters “IB.” Where the
correction involves the deletion or replacement of some matter, the
International Bureau shall enclose such matter within square
brackets and shall draw a line between the square brackets while still
leaving the deleted or replaced matter legible.
Section 417

Processing of Amendments under Article 19
(a) The International Bureau shall record the date on which, under
Rule 46.1, any amendment made under Article 19 was received, shall
notify the applicant of that date and indicate it in any publication or
copy issued by it.
(b) The International Bureau shall mark, in the upper right—hand
corner of each replacement sheet submitted under Rule 46.5(a), the
international application number, the date on which that sheet was
received under Rule 46.1 and, in the middle of the bottom margin, the
words “AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19).” It shall keep in its files
any replaced sheet and the letter accompanying the replacement
sheet or sheets.
(c) The International Bureau shall insert any replacement sheet or
sheets in the record copy.
(d) If, at the time when the demand is received by the International
Bureau, the international search report and the written opinion of the
International Searching Authority have been established and no
amendments under Article 19 have been made, the International
Bureau shall inform the International Preliminary Examining Authority
accordingly, unless the Authority has informed the International
Bureau that it wishes not to be so notified.
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Section 418
Notifications to Elected Offices Where the Demand Is Considered
Not to Have Been Submitted or Made
Where, after any elected Office has been notified of its election
under Article 31(7), the demand is considered not to have been
submitted or made, the International Bureau shall notify the said
Office accordingly.

Section 419

Processing of a Declaration under Rule 26 ter
(a) Where any declaration referred to in Rule 4.17, or any correction
thereof under Rule 26ter:1, is submitted to the International Bureau
within the time limit under Rule 26ter.1, the International Bureau
shall indicate the date on which it received the declaration or
correction and insert the additional sheet or replacement sheet in
the record copy.

(b) The International Bureau shall promptly notify the applicant, the
receiving Office and the International Searching Authority of any
declaration corrected or added under Rule 26 ter1.

(c) The International Bureau shall not make any ex officio correction
to declarations referred to in Rule 4.17 which are contained in the
request.
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(d) Where any declaration referred to in Rule 4.17, or any correction
thereof under Rule 26ter:1, is submitted to the International Bureau
after the expiration of the time limit under Rule 26 ter.1, the
International Bureau shall notify the applicant accordingly and inform
the applicant that such a declaration or correction should be
submitted directly to the designated Office or Offices concerned.
Any declaration referred to in Rule 4.17(iv), signed as prescribed in
Section 214, which is submitted to the International Bureau after the
expiration of the time limit under Rule 26 ter.1 shall be returned to
the applicant.

Section 419bis

Processing of Corrections or Additions under Rule 26quater
(a) Where any indication referred to in Rule 4.11, or any correction
thereof under Rule 26quater.1, is submitted to the International
Bureau within the time limit under Rule 26quater.1, the International
Bureau shall enter the correction or addition in the request, draw a
line through, while still leaving legible, any indication deleted as a
result of the correction, and enter, in the margin, the letters “IB”.

(b) The International Bureau shall promptly notify the applicant of
any indication corrected or added under Rule 26quater.1.

(c) Where any indication referred to in Rule 4.11, or any correction
thereof under Rule 26quater.1, is submitted to the International
Bureau after the expiration of the time limit under Rule 26quater.1,
the International Bureau shall notify the applicant accordingly and
inform the applicant that such an indication or correction should be
submitted directly to the designated Office or Offices concerned.
Section 420
Copy of International Application, International Search Report and
Supplementary International Search Report for the International
Preliminary Examining Authority

(d) EREEHEBIE. FRA 417 [THETHHEILTXITFHE 26 D 3.1 D
HEICE DRI TOMTEINRRAICHEE T SEMEFBLIZRIC
RESNI-EEIE. HEANZZOEEZEMT 5LEEIC. ZDKIGH
MTRIFHTIZ IBEETXXIIBERETICEZERETIRETHDS
CEEHBEANITRIT D, F 214 BICHRETHECAIZEH>TERAIN
=18 417GV E T DHRILTHH-T. BRAIHEET SHAMER
BLE-RICEBREHFRICIRESN LD, BRBRAISRET S,

E 498D 2
% 26 FAID 4 OBTEICETHFER (TBEMDNE
() EfEEFBIL. A 26 D 41 OREICEDIE HRA 411 OFFE
[CEDRTRRXIFLZRTOHEFRA., A 26 D 4.1 [THET SHARE
RAIZIRESINFISEICIE., BEECYZBREXITEMESTAL. HED
ERAIBRINDRTIC, HIFETEDLIICLT, B%E5I1E. KEIC(BY
DXFEHLRAT 5,

(b) EEEEBIL. A 26 D 41 DREICHE IR TOHERXILE
IIZDNWTHEEAIZEROHNIERNT S,

(c) EEEEIE. A 26 D 4.1 OMEIZE D=, KA 411 DIRFE
[CEIERRRITLEZRTOHIEH. A 26 D 4.1 ITHRE T SHARM
FRBLE-RICRESNIGE X HBEAICZOEEZEMT HELE
2. ZDESHERTFXIIHRIL BEETXIIEARETICEEIRSH

FTEHERETHAHEEHEANENT S,

%4202
ERFIEEZEEREO-HOERUE. ERATHRERVHTERER
AEHREDEL

91



(a) Where the International Preliminary Examining Authority is not
part of the same national Office or intergovernmental organization as
the International Searching Authority, the International Bureau shall,
promptly upon receipt of the international search report or, if the
demand was received after the international search report, promptly
upon receipt of the demand, send a copy of the international
application, the international search report and, where applicable, a
copy of the English translation of the said report to the International
Preliminary Examining Authority. In cases where, instead of the
international search report, a declaration under Article 17(2)(a) was
issued, references in the preceding sentence to the international
search report shall be considered references to the said declaration.
(b) Where an Authority specified for supplementary search has
established a supplementary international search report under Rule
455b/s.7, and the International Preliminary Examining Authority is not
part of the same national Office or intergovernmental organization as
the Authority specified for supplementary search, the International
Bureau shall, promptly upon receipt of the supplementary
international search report, send a copy of the supplementary
international search report and, where applicable, a copy of the
English translation of the said report to the International Preliminary
Examining Authority (Rule 455is.8(c)). In cases where, instead of the
supplementary international search report, a declaration under
Article 17(2)(a) was issued, references in the preceding sentence to
the supplementary international search report shall be considered
references to the said declaration.
Section 420bis
Communication of Other Documents to Elected Offices
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The International Bureau shall communicate the documents received
from the International Preliminary Examining Authority under Rule
71.1(b) to each elected Office, at the same time as it effects the
communication provided for in Article 36(3)(a) in accordance with
Rule 73.2.
Section 421
Invitation to Furnish a Copy of the Priority Document
Where a request for a copy of the application whose priority is
claimed in the international application is made under Rule 43b/s.1(b)
by the International Searching Authority or, under Rule 66.7(a), by
either the International Searching Authority, or the International
Preliminary Examining Authority before the International Bureau has
received the priority document under Rule 17.1, the International
Bureau shall, unless the applicable time limit referred to in Rule
17.1(a) has already expired, inform the applicant of such request and
remind him of the requirements of Rule 17.1.
Section 422

Notifications Concerning Changes Recorded under Rule 92 bis.1
(a) The International Bureau shall give notifications concerning
changes recorded by it under Rule 925/s.1(a), except changes which
are the subject of notifications under Section 425:

(i) to the receiving Office;

(ii) as long as the international search report, or the declaration
referred to in Article 17(2)(a), and the written opinion of the
International Searching Authority have not been established, to the
International Searching Authority;

(iii) to the designated Offices unless the change can be duly
reflected in the published international application used for the
purposes of the communication under Article 20;
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(iv) as long as the international preliminary examination report has
not been established, to the International Preliminary Examining
Authority;
(v) to the elected Offices, unless the change can be duly reflected
in the published international application used for the purposes of
the communication under Article 20;
(vi) to the applicant; where the change consists of a change in the
person of the applicant, the notification shall be sent to the earlier
applicant and the new applicant, provided that, where the earlier
applicant and the new applicant are represented by the same
agent, one notification only shall be sent to the said agent.
(b) Where Rule 925b/s.1(b) applies, the International Bureau shall
notify the applicant accordingly and, if the change was requested by
the receiving Office, that Office.
Section 422bis
Objections Concerning Changes in the Person of the Applicant
Recorded under Rule 925/s.1(a)
(a) Where a change recorded by the International Bureau under Rule
92bis.1(a):

(i) consists of a change in the person of the applicant, and

(ii) the request under Rule 924/s.1(a) was not signed by or on

behalf of both the earlier and the new applicant, and

(iii) the earlier applicant objects to the change in writing,
the change under Rule 925/s.1(a) shall be considered as if it had not
been recorded.
(b) Where paragraph (a) applies, the International Bureau shall notify
all those who received a notification under Section 422(a)
accordingly.
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Cancellation of Designations and Elections

(a) The International Bureau shall, if the receiving Office has failed to
do so, cancel ex officio the designation of any State which is not a
Contracting State, shall enclose that designation within square
brackets, draw a line between the square brackets while still leaving
the designation legible, enter, in the margin, the words “CANCELLED
EX OFFICIO BY IB” or their equivalent in French, and notify the
applicant and the receiving Office accordingly.

(b) The International Bureau shall cancel ex officio:
(i) the election of any State which is not a designated State;

(i) the election of any State not bound by Chapter II of the Treaty,

if the International Preliminary Examining Authority has failed to do

so.
(c) The International Bureau shall enclose the cancelled election
within square brackets, draw a line between the square brackets
while still leaving the election legible, enter, in the margin, the words
“CANCELLED EX OFFICIO BY IB” or their equivalent in French, and
notify the applicant and, if the election is in the demand, the
International Preliminary Examining Authority accordingly.

Section 424
Procedure under Rule 4.9(b)

(a) Where the International Bureau finds, if the Receiving Office has
failed to do so, that the request contains an indication under Rule
4.9(b) that the designation of a State is not made but the request
does not contain a priority claim to an earlier national application
filed in that State, the International Bureau shall promptly notify the
applicant accordingly and shall draw the applicant’ s attention to Rule
26 bis.
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(b) If the International Bureau does not, before the expiration of the
time limit under Rule 265i/s.1(a), receive a notice correcting or adding
a priority claim to an earlier national application filed in the State,
the designation of which is not made, it shall cancel ex officio the
indication under Rule 4.9(b), shall enclose that indication in square
brackets, draw a line between the square brackets while still leaving
the indication legible, enter, in the margin, the words “CANCELLED
EX OFFICIO BY IB” or their equivalent in French, and notify the
applicant and the receiving Office accordingly.

Section 425
Notifications Concerning Representation

Where a power of attorney or a document containing the revocation
or renunciation of an appointment is submitted to the International
Bureau, the International Bureau shall immediately notify the
receiving Office, the International Searching Authority, the Authority
specified for supplementary search and the International Preliminary
Examining Authority by sending them a copy of the power of
attorney or document and shall record a change in the indications
concerning the agent or common representative under Rule 925is. In
the case of a renunciation of an appointment, the International
Bureau shall also notify the applicant. Where the International Bureau
receives a notification concerning representation under Section 328,
it shall immediately notify the Authority specified for supplementary
search and the International Preliminary Examining Authority
accordingly.

Sections 426 to 429
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Section 430
Notification of Designations under Rule 32
Where the effects of any international application are extended to a
successor State under Rule 32.1(a), the International Bureau shall
promptly, but not before the international publication of the
international application, effect the communication under Article 20
to the designated Office concerned, and notify that Office under
Rule 47.1(a-bis).
Section 431
Publication of Notice of Submission of Demand
(a) For international applications in respect of which a demand is
filed before January 1, 2004, the publication in the Gazette of
information on the demand and the elected States concerned, as
referred to in Rule 61.4, as in force until December 31, 2003, shall
consist of a notice indicating that a demand has been submitted prior
to the expiration of 19 months from the priority date and, as
applicable, indicating that all eligible States have been elected or,
where not all eligible States have been elected, indicating those
eligible States which have not been elected.
(b) For international applications in respect of which a demand is
filed on or after January 1, 2004, the publication in the Gazette of
information on the demand and the elected States concerned, as
referred to in Rule 61.4, as in force from January 1, 2004, shall
consist of a notice indicating that a demand has been submitted prior
to the expiration of the applicable time limit under Rule 544/s.1(a)
and that all Contracting States which were designated and were
bound by Chapter Il of the Treaty have been elected. Where the
demand is made subsequent to the expiration of 19 months from the
priority date and the time limit under Article 22(1), as in force from
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April 1, 2002, does not apply in respect of all designated Offices, the
notice shall also indicate that fact.
Section 432
Notification to Applicant of Submission of Demand after the
Expiration of 19 Months from the Priority Date

Where the demand is submitted after the expiration of 19 months
from the priority date and subsequently transmitted to the
International Bureau under Rule 59.3(a), or is submitted after the
expiration of 19 months from the priority date to the International
Bureau, and the time limit under Article 22(1), as in force from April
1, 2002, does not apply in respect of all designated Offices, the
International Bureau shall, together with the notification sent to the
applicant under Rule 59.3(c)(i) or the invitation sent to the applicant
under Rule 59.3(c)(ii), as the case may be:

(i) promptly notify the applicant accordingly, directing attention to
the fact that the time limit under Article 39(1)(a) does not apply,
and that Article 22(1), as in force until March 31, 2002, continues
to apply in respect of any such designated Office,

(ii) proceed under Rule 59.3.

Section 433
Waivers under Rule 90.4(d)
(a) Where, in accordance with Rule 90.4(d), the International Bureau
waives the requirement under Rule 90.4(b) that a separate power of
attorney be submitted to it, the International Bureau shall publish a
notice of this fact in the Gazette.

(b) The International Bureau may require a separate power of
attorney in particular instances even if the International Bureau has
waived the requirement in general.
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Section 434
Publication of Information Concerning Waivers under Rules 90.4(d)

and 90.5(c)
(a) Any waivers of the requirement under Rule 90.4(b) that a
separate power of attorney be submitted, or any changes to the
information, notified to the International Bureau under Sections
336(a), 517(a), or 617(a) shall be promptly published in the Gazette.
The effective date of any change shall be two months after the date
of publication of the change in the Gazette, or such later date as
may be determined by the International Bureau.
(b) Any waivers of the requirement under Rule 90.5(a)(ii) that a copy
of a general power of attorney be attached to the request, the
demand or any separate notice, or any changes to the information,
notified to the International Bureau under Sections 336(b), 517(b), or
617(b) shall be promptly published in the Gazette. The effective date
of any change shall be two months after the date of publication of
the change in the Gazette, or such later date as may be determined
by the International Bureau.

Section 435

Communication of Publications and Documents

(a) Subject to paragraph (b), publications under Rule 87.1 and
documents under Rule 93b/s.1 shall be communicated in electronic
form via the International Bureau’ s electronic data exchange
services.
(b) Where so agreed between the International Bureau and the
Authority or Office concerned, publications under Rule 87.1 and
documents under Rule 93b6/5.1 may be communicated in other forms
and by other means.
(c) Pursuant to Rule 9356/s.1(b), where so agreed between the
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documents under Rule 93b/s.1 shall be considered to be effected at
the time when the International Bureau makes the document
available to that Office in electronic form via the International
Bureau’ s electronic data exchange services.
(d)Technical details concerning the communication of publications
under Rule 87.1 and of documents under Rule 93b/s.1 shall be agreed
between the International Bureau and the Authority or Office
concerned.
Section 436
Preparation, Identification and Transmittal of the Copies of the
Translation of the International Application

Where, for the purposes of a supplementary international search, a
translation of the international application is furnished under Rule
45pis.1(c)(i), the International Bureau shall mark the words
“TRANSLATION (RULE 4556/5.1(c)(i))” in the upper left—hand corner
of the first page of the translation and transmit a copy of that
translation to the Authority specified for the supplementary search.

PART 5
INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING
AUTHORITY
Section 501
[Deleted]
Section 502
Transmittal of Protest against Payment of Additional Fees and

Decision Thereon Where International Application Is Considered to
Lack Unity of Invention

The International Searching Authority shall transmit to the applicant,
preferably at the latest together with the international search report,
any decision which it has taken under Rule 40.2(c) on the protest of
the applicant against payment of additional fees where the
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international application is considered to lack unity of invention. At
the same time, it shall transmit to the International Bureau a copy of
both the protest and the decision thereon, as well as any request by
the applicant to forward the texts of both the protest and the
decision thereon to the designated Offices.
Section 503
Method of Identifying Documents Cited in the International Search
Report and the Written Opinion of the International Searching
Authority
Identification of any document cited in the international search
report shall be as provided in WIPO Standard ST.14
(Recommendation for the Inclusion of References Cited in Patent
Documents).” Any document cited in the international search report
may be referred to in a shortened form in the written opinion of the
International Searching Authority, provided that the reference to the
document is unambiguous.
Section 504

Classification of the Subject Matter of the International Application
(a) Where the subject matter of the international application is such
that classification thereof requires more than one classification
symbol according to the principles to be followed in the application of
the International Patent Classification to any given patent document,

the international search report shall indicate all such symbols.

(b) Where any national classification system is used, the international
search report may indicate all the applicable classification symbols
also according to that system.
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(c) Where the subject matter of the international application is
classified both according to the International Patent Classification
and to any national classification system, the international search
report shall, wherever possible, indicate the corresponding symbols
of both classifications opposite each other.
(d) The version of the International Patent Classification applicable
at the time the international application is published under Article 21
shall be used whenever feasible.
Section 505
Indication of Citations of Particular Relevance in the International
Search Report

(a) Where any document cited in the international search report is of
particular relevance, the special indication required by Rule 43.5(c)
shall consist of the letter(s) “X” and/or “Y” placed next to the
citation of the said document.
(b) Category “X” is applicable where a document is such that when
taken alone, a claimed invention cannot be considered novel or
cannot be considered to involve an inventive step.
(c) Category “Y” is applicable where a document is such that a
claimed invention cannot be considered to involve an inventive step
when the document is combined with one or more other such
documents, such combination being obvious to a person skilled in
the art.

Section 506
[Deleted]

Section 507
Manner of Indicating Certain Special Categories of Documents Cited
in the International Search Report
(a) Where any document cited in the international search report
refers to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition, or other means referred
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to in Rule 33.1(b), the separate indication required by that Rule shall
consist of the letter “O” placed next to the citation of the
document. Category “O” shall be accompanied by one of the
categories “X”, “Y” or “A”.

(b) Where any document cited in the international search report is a
published application or patent as defined in Rule 33.1(c), the special
mention required by that Rule shall consist of the letter "E” placed
next to the citation of the document.

(c) Where any document cited in the international search report is
not considered to be of particular relevance requiring the use of
categories “X” and/or “Y” as provided in Section 505 but defines
the general state of the art, it shall be indicated by the letter “A”
placed next to the citation of the document.

(d) Where any document cited in the international search report is a
document whose publication date occurred earlier than the
international filing date of the international application, but later than
the priority date claimed in that application, it shall be indicated by
the letter “P” next to the citation of the document. Category “P”
shall be accompanied by one of the categories “X”, “Y” or “A”.

(e) Where any document cited in the international search report is a
document whose publication date occurred after the filing date or
the priority date of the international application and is not in conflict
with the said application, but is cited for the principle or theory
underlying the invention, which may be useful for a better
understanding of the invention, or is cited to show that the reasoning
or the facts underlying the invention are incorrect, it shall be
indicated by the letter “T” next to the citation of the document.
(e—bis) Where any document cited in the international search report
is a document cited by the applicant in the international application,
it shall be indicated by the letter “D” next to the citation of the
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document. Category “D” shall be accompanied by one of the
categories indicating the relevance of the cited document.
(f) Where in the international search report any document is cited for
reasons other than those referred to in paragraphs (a) to (e—bis), for
example:

— a document which may throw doubt on a priority claim,

— a document cited to establish the publication date of another

citation,
such document shall be indicated by the letter “L” next to the
citation of the document and the reason for citing the document
shall be given.
(g) Where a document is a member of a patent family, it shall,
whenever feasible, be mentioned in the international search report in
addition to the one cited belonging as well to this family and should
be preceded by the sign ampersand (&). Members of a patent family
may also be mentioned on a separate sheet, provided that the family
to which they belong shall be clearly identified and that any text
matter on that sheet, if not in the English language, shall also be
furnished to the International Bureau in English translation.
(h) A document whose contents have not been verified by the search
examiner but are believed to be substantially identical with those of
another document which the search examiner has inspected, may be
cited in the international search report in the manner indicated for
patent family members in the first sentence of paragraph (g).

Section 508
Manner of Indicating the Claims to Which the Documents Cited in
the International Search Report Are Relevant

(a) The claims to which cited documents are relevant shall be
indicated by placing in the appropriate column of the international
search report:
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(i) where the cited document is relevant to one claim, the number
of that claim; for example, “2” or “17”;

(ii) where the cited document is relevant to two or more claims
numbered in consecutive order, the number of the first and last
claims of the series connected by a hyphen; for example, “1-15” or
“2-37;

(iii) where the cited document is relevant to two or more claims
that are not numbered in consecutive order, the number of each
claim placed in ascending order and separated by a comma or
commas; for example, “1, 6” or “1, 7, 10”;

(iv) where the cited document is relevant to more than one series
of claims under (ii), above, or to claims of both categories (ii) and
(iii), above, the series or individual claim numbers and series placed
in ascending order using commas to separate the several series, or
to separate the numbers of individual claims and each series of
claims; for example, “1-6, 9-10, 12-15" or “1, 3-4, 6, 9-11".

(b) Where different categories apply to the same document cited in
an international search report in respect of different claims or groups
of claims, each relevant claim or group of claims shall be listed
separately opposite each indicated category of relevance. Each
category and each relevant claim or group of claims may be
separated by a line.

The following example illustrates the situation where a document is
of particular relevance under Section 505(b) as to claims 1 to 3 and
under Section 505(c) as to claim 4, and indicates the general state of
the art under Section 507(c) as to claims 11 and 12:

Citation Relevant to claim No.
GB, A 392,415 (JONES) 18 May 1933 (18.05.33)
Fig.1 1-3

Category
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Y page 3, lines 5-7 4
A Fig. 5, support 36 11-12
Section 509

International Search and Written Opinion of the International
Searching Authority on the Basis of a Translation of the
International Application

Where the International Searching Authority has carried out the
international search and established the written opinion on the basis
of a translation of the international application transmitted to that
Authority under Rule 23.1(b), the international search report and the
written opinion of the International Searching Authority shall so
indicate.

Section 510

Refund of Search Fee in Case of Withdrawal of International

Application
(a) Where the international application is withdrawn or is considered
withdrawn before the International Searching Authority has started
the international search, that Authority shall, subject to paragraphs
(b) and (c), refund the search fee to the applicant.
(b) If the refund referred to in paragraph (a) is not compatible with
the national law of the national Office acting as International
Searching Authority and as long as it continues to be not compatible
with that law, the International Searching Authority may abstain from
refunding the search fee.
(c) The International Searching Authority may, before making a
refund under paragraph (a), first invite the applicant to submit a
request for the refund.

Section 511

Rectifications of Obvious Mistakes under Rule 91
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(a) Where the International Searching Authority authorizes a
rectification under Rule 91, it shall:
(i) indelibly mark, in the upper right—hand corner of each
replacement sheet, the international application number and the
date on which that sheet was received;
(ii) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each
replacement sheet, the words “RECTIFIED SHEET (RULE 91)” or
their equivalent in the language of publication of the international
application as well as an indication of the International Searching
Authority as provided for in Section 107(b);
(iii) indelibly mark on the letter containing the rectification or
accompanying any replacement sheet the date on which that letter
was received;
(iv) keep in its files a copy of the letter containing the rectification
or, when the rectification is contained in a replacement sheet, the
replaced sheet, a copy of the letter accompanying the replacement
sheet, and a copy of the replacement sheet;

(v) promptly transmit any letter and any replacement sheet to the
International Bureau and a copy thereof to the receiving Office.
(b) Where the International Searching Authority refuses to authorize
a rectification under Rule 91, it shall proceed as indicated under
paragraph (a)(i), (iii) and (iv) and promptly transmit any letter and any
proposed replacement sheet to the International Bureau.

Section 512
Notifications Concerning Representation
Where a power of attorney or a document containing the revocation
or renunciation of an appointment is submitted to the International
Searching Authority, that Authority shall immediately notify the
International Bureau by sending it a copy of the power of attorney or
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document and request the International Bureau to record a change in
the indications concerning the agent or common representative
under Rule 92b/s.1(a)(ii).
Section 513
Sequence Listings

(a) [Deleted]

(b) Where the international search report and the written opinion of
the International Searching Authority are based on a sequence listing
not forming part of the international application but furnished for the
purposes of the international search, the international search report
and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority shall
so indicate.

(c) Where a meaningful international search cannot be carried out
and a meaningful written opinion, as to whether the claimed invention
appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non—obvious)
and to be industrially applicable, cannot be established because a
sequence listing is not available to the International Searching
Authority in the required form, language and manner, that Authority
shall so state in the international search report or declaration
referred to in Article 17(2)(a), and in the written opinion.

(d) Where a sequence listing for the purposes of the international
search is furnished on a physical medium, that Authority shall
physically label that medium with the words “SEQUENCE LISTING
NOT FORMING PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION” in
accordance with the procedures in Annex C.

(e) The International Searching Authority shall:

(i) keep in its files one copy of any sequence listingwhich does not
form part of the international application but was furnished for the
purposes of the international search; and
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(ii) transmit one copy thereof to the International Bureau together
with the copy of the international search report. If that listing is
furnished on a physical medium in less than the number of copies
required by the International Searching Authority, that Authority
shall be responsible for the preparation of the additional copy and
shall have the right to fix a fee for performing that task and to
collect such fee from the applicant.
(f) Each International Searching Authority shall notify the
International Bureau of the means of transmittal of the sequence
listing accepted by it in accordance with Annex F. The International
Bureau shall promptly publish details of the notification in the
Gazette.
Section 514
Authorized Officer
The officer of the International Searching Authority responsible for
the international search report, as referred to in Rule 43.8, and for
the written opinion of the International Searching Authority, as
referred to in Rule 43b/s.1(b), means the person who actually
performed the search work and prepared the search report and the
written opinion of the International Searching Authority, or another
person who was responsible for supervising the search and the
establishment of the written opinion.
Section 515
Modification of Abstract in Response to Applicant’ s Comments
The International Searching Authority shall inform the applicant and
the International Bureau of any modifications made by it to an
abstract under Rule 38.3.
Section 516
Notification to Applicant of Submission of Demand after the
Expiration of 19 Months from the Priority Date
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Where the demand is submitted after the expiration of 19 months
from the priority date to an International Searching Authority and the
time limit under Article 22(1), as in force from April 1, 2002, does not
apply in respect of all designated Offices, that Authority shall:
(i) promptly notify the applicant accordingly, directing attention to
the fact that the time limit under Article 39(1)(a) does not apply,
and that Article 22(1), as in force until March 31, 2002, continues
to apply in respect of any such designated Office,
(ii) proceed under Rule 59.3.

Section 517
Waivers under Rules 90.4(d) and 90.5(c)
(a) Where, in accordance with Rule 90.4(d), an International
Searching Authority waives the requirement under Rule 90.4(b) that
a separate power of attorney be submitted to it, the International
Searching Authority shall notify the International Bureau accordingly.
(b) Where, in accordance with Rule 90.5(c), an International
Searching Authority waives the requirement under Rule 90.5(a)(ii)
that a copy of a general power of attorney be attached to any
separate notice, it shall notify the International Bureau accordingly.
(c) An International Searching Authority may require a separate
power of attorney, or a copy of a general power of attorney, in
particular instances even if the International Searching Authority has
waived the requirement in general.
(d) An International Searching Authority which has notified the
International Bureau under paragraph (a) or (b) shall notify the
International Bureau of any change to the information notified under
those paragraphs.
Section 518
Guidelines for Explanations Contained in the Written Opinion of the
International Searching Authority
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For the purposes of establishing the written opinion of the
International Searching Authority, Section 604 shall apply mutatis
mutandis.

Section 519
Notification of Receipt of Copy of International Application for the
Purposes of Supplementary International Search

The Authority specified for supplementary search shall promptly
notify the International Bureau and the applicant of the fact and the
date of receipt of the copy of the international application for the
purposes of the supplementary international search.

Section 520

Withdrawal by Applicant under Rule 905/s.3bis

The Authority specified for supplementary search shall promptly
transmit to the International Bureau any notice from the applicant
effecting withdrawal of the supplementary search request under Rule
90b/5.3b/s which has been filed with it. The Authority specified for
supplementary search shall mark the notice with the date on which it
was received.

PART 6
INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO THE INTERNATIONAL
PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITY

Section 601
Notification to Applicant of Submission of Demand after the
Expiration of 19 Months from the Priority Date
(a) Where the demand is submitted after the expiration of 19 months
from the priority date and the time limit under Article 22(1), as in
force from April 1, 2002, does not apply in respect of all designated
Offices, the International Preliminary Examining Authority shall
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promptly notify the applicant accordingly, directing attention to the
fact that the time limit under Article 39(1)(a) does not apply, and that
Article 22(1), as in force until March 31, 2002, continues to apply in
respect of any such designated Office.
(b) Where the demand is submitted after the expiration of 19 months
from the priority date to an International Preliminary Examining
Authority which is not competent for the internationalpreliminary
examination of the international application, and the time limit under
Article 22(1), as in force from April 1, 2002, does not apply in respect
of all designated Offices, that Authority shall:
(i) promptly notify the applicant accordingly, directing attention to
the fact that the time limit under Article 39(1)(a) does not apply,
and that Article 22(1), as in force until March 31, 2002, continues to
apply in respect of any such designated Office,
(ii) proceed under Rule 59.3.

Section 602
Processing of Amendments by the International Preliminary
Examining Authority
(a) The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall:

(i) indelibly mark, in the upper right—hand corner of each
replacement sheet submitted under Rule 66.8, the international
application number and the date on which that sheet was received:;
(ii) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each
replacement sheet, the words “AMENDED SHEET” or their
equivalent in the language of the demand as well as an indication of
the International Preliminary Examining Authority as provided for in
Section 107(b);

(iii) keep in its files any replaced sheet, any replacement sheet,
whether or not superseded, any letter accompanying such sheets
and any letter referred to in the last sentence of Rule 66.8(b);
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(iv) where any superseded replacement sheet and letter relating to
such superseded replacement sheet are to be annexed to the
international preliminary examination report under Rule 70.16(b),
indelibly mark, in addition to the markings referred to in items (i) and
(ii), in the middle of the bottom margin of each superseded
replacement sheet and of each letter relating to a superseded
replacement sheet, without obscuring the marking made under item
(i), the words “SUPERSEDED REPLACEMENT SHEET (RULE
70.16(b))” or, as applicable, the words “ACCOMPANYING LETTER
(RULE 70.16(b))";
(v) annex to the copy of the international preliminary examination
report which is transmitted to the International Bureau any
replacement sheet and letter as provided for under Rule 70.16;
(vi) annex to the copy of the international preliminary examination
report which is transmitted to the applicant a copy of each
replacement sheet and letter as provided for under Rule 70.16.
(b) Section 311(b)(ii) relating to the numbering of replacement sheets
shall apply when one or more sheets are added under Rule 66.8.
(c) Where the International Preliminary Examining Authority receives
from the applicant a copy of a purported amendment under Article 19
submitted after the time limit set forth in Rule 46.1, the International
Preliminary Examining Authority may consider such an amendment as
an amendment under Article 34 in which case it shall inform the
applicant accordingly.
(d) Where the International Preliminary Examining Authority receives
a copy of an amendment under Article 19, paragraphs (a) and (b) shall
apply mutatis mutandis.
Section 602bis
Transmittal of Other Documents to the International Bureau under
Rule 71.1(b)
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(a) The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall transmit a
copy of the following documents to the International Bureau under
Rule 71.1(b):
(i) any written opinion issued by the International Preliminary
Examining Authority;
(ii) any replacement sheet containing amendments under Article 34
and any letter accompanying the amendments, including any such
amendments and letters that have been superseded;
(iii) any letter containing arguments that the applicant submitted to
the International Preliminary Examining Authority under Rule 66.3;
(iv) any invitation to restrict the claims or pay additional fees issued
by the International Preliminary Examining Authority; and
(v) any protest against the invitation to restrict the claims or pay
additional fees and the decision thereon, regardless of whether or
not the applicant has so requested in accordance with Rule 68.3(c).
The International Preliminary Examining Authority may transmit to
the International Bureau a copy of any other document in its file.
(b) The International Preliminary Examining Authority may transmit
the documents referred to in paragraph (a) to the International
Bureau at any time after they have become available, but generally
not later than at the time of transmitting a copy of the international
preliminary examination report to that Bureau.
(c) Any International Preliminary Examining Authority may decide to
postpone the application of paragraphs (a) and (b) until such time as
it is technically prepared to do so.
Section 603
Transmittal of Protest against Payment of Additional Fees and
Decision Thereon Where International Application Is Considered to
Lack Unity of Invention
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The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall transmit to
the applicant, preferably at the latest together with the international
preliminary examination report, any decision which it has taken under
Rule 68.3(c) on the protest of the applicant against payment of
additional fees where the international application is considered to
lack unity of invention. At the same time, it shall transmit to the
International Bureau a copy of both the protest and the decision
thereon, as well as any request by the applicant to forward the texts
of both the protest and the decision thereon to the elected Offices.

Section 604
Guidelines for Explanations Contained in the International Preliminary

Examination Report

(a) Explanations under Rule 70.8 shall clearly point out to which of
the three criteria of novelty, inventive step (non—obviousness) and
industrial applicability referred to in Article 35(2), taken separately,
any cited document is applicable and shall clearly describe, with
reference to the cited documents, the reasons supporting the
conclusion that any of the said criteria is or is not satisfied.
(b) Explanations under Article 35(2) shall be concise and preferably in
the form of short sentences.

Section 605

File to Be Used for International Preliminary Examination

Where the International Preliminary Examining Authority is part of the
same national Office or intergovernmental organization as the
International Searching Authority, the same file shall serve the
purposes of international search and international preliminary
examination.

Section 606

Cancellation of Elections
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(a) The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall cancel ex
officio.

(i) the election of any State which is not a designated State;

(ii) the election of any State not bound by Chapter Il of the Treaty.

(b) The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall enclose
that election within square brackets, shall draw a line between the
square brackets while still leaving the election legible and shall enter,
in the margin, the words “CANCELLED EX OFFICIO BY IPEA” or
their equivalent in the language of the demand, and shall notify the
applicant accordingly.
Section 607
Rectifications of Obvious Mistakes under Rule 91
(a) Where the International Preliminary Examining Authority
authorizes a rectification of an obvious mistake under Rule 91, it
shall:
(i) indelibly mark, in the upper right—hand corner of each
replacement sheet, the international application number and the
date on which that sheet was received;
(ii) indelibly mark, in the middle of the bottom margin of each
replacement sheet, the words “RECTIFIED SHEET (RULE 91)” or
their equivalent in the language of the demand as well as an
indication of the International Preliminary Examining Authority as
provided for in Section 107(b);
(iii) indelibly mark on the letter containing the rectification or
accompanying any replacement sheet the date on which that letter
was received;
(iv) keep in its files a copy of the letter containing the rectification
or, when the rectification is contained in a replacement sheet, the
replaced sheet, a copy of the letter accompanying the replacement
sheet and a copy of the replacement sheet;
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(v) annex to the copy of the international preliminary examination

report which is transmitted to the International Bureau any

replacement sheet and any letter as provided for under Rule 70.16;

(vi) annex to the copy of the international preliminary examination

report which is transmitted to the applicant a copy of each

replacement sheet and any letter as provided for under Rule 70.16.
(b) Where the rectification of an obvious mistake is not taken into
account by the International Preliminary Examining Authority
pursuant to Rule 66.45/s, and the Authority so indicates in the
international preliminary examination report in accordance with Rule
70.2(e), it shall proceed as indicated under paragraph (a), provided
that the words “RECTIFIED SHEET (RULE 91) - NOT CONSIDERED
FOR REPORT (RULE 66.45/s)” shall be used when marking in
accordance with paragraph (a)ii).
(c) Where the rectification of an obvious mistake is not taken into
account by the International Preliminary Examining Authority
pursuant to Rule 66.4b/s, and the Authority is not able to so indicate
in the international preliminary examination report in accordance with
the second sentence of Rule 70.2(e), it shall proceed as indicated
under paragraph (a)(i) to (iv) and forward any replacement sheet and
any letter containing the rectification or accompanying any
replacement sheet to the International Bureau. The International
Bureau will promptly notify the elected Offices accordingly.

Section 608
Notifications Concerning Representation

Where a power of attorney or a document containing the revocation
or renunciation of an appointment is submitted to the International
Preliminary Examining Authority, that Authority shall immediately
notify the International Bureau by sending it a copy of the power of
attorney or document and request the International Bureau to record
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a change in the indications concerning the agent or common
representative under Rule 92b/s.1(a)(ii).
Section 609
Withdrawal by Applicant under Rules 9054/s.1, 9056is.2 or 90b/s.3

The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall promptly
transmit to the International Bureau any notice from the applicant
effecting withdrawal of the international application under Rule
905is.1(b), of a designation under Rule 904/5.2(d), or of a priority claim
under Rule 9046/5.3(c) which has been filed with it. The International
Preliminary Examining Authority shall mark the notice with the date
on which it was received.
Section 610

Sequence Listings
(a) Where the written opinion of the International Preliminary
Examining Authority or the international preliminary examination
report is based on a sequence listing not forming part of the
international application but furnished for the purposes of the
international preliminary examination, the written opinion and the
international preliminary examination report of the International
Preliminary Examining Authority shall so indicate.

(b) Where a meaningful written opinion of the International Preliminary
Examining Authority cannot be established, or a meaningful
international preliminary examination cannot be carried out, as to
whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an
inventive step (to be non—obvious) and to be industrially applicable,
because a sequence listing is not available to the International
Preliminary Examining Authority in the required form, that Authority
shall so state in the written opinion and in the international
preliminary examination report.
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(c) Where a sequence listing for the purpose of the international
preliminary examination is furnished on a physical medium, that
Authority shall physically label that medium with the words
“SEQUENCE LISTING NOT FORMING PART OF THE
INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION” in acordane with the procedure in
Annex C.
(d) The International Preliminary Examining Authority shall:
(i) keep in its files one copy of any sequence listing which does not
form part of the international application but was furnished for the
purposes of the international preliminary examination; and
(ii) transmit one copy thereof to the International Bureau, either
immediately or together with the international preliminary examination
report. If that listing is furnished on a physical medium in less than
the number of copies required by thelnternational Preliminary
Examining Authority, that Authoirty shall be responsible for the
preparation of the additional copy and shall have the right to fix a fee
for performing that task and to collect such fee from the applicant.
(e) Each International Preliminary Examining Authority shall notify the
International Bureau of the means of transmittal of the sequence
listing accepted by it in accordance with Annex F. The International
Bureau shall promptly publish details of the notification in the
Gazette.
(f) Where the national Office or intergovernmental organization that
acted as the International Searching Authority also acts as the
International Preliminary Examining Authority, any sequence listing
not forming part of the international application but furnished to that
Office or organization for the purposes of the international search
shall be considered to have been furnished to it also for the purposes
of the international preliminary examination.

Section 611
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Method of Identification of Documents in the International
Preliminary Examination Report

Any document cited in the international preliminary examination
report which was not cited in the international search report shall be
cited in the same form as required under Section 503 for international
search reports. Any document cited in the international preliminary
examination report which was previously cited in the international
search report may be cited in a shortened form, provided that the
reference to the document is unambiguous.

Section 612

Authorized Officer

The officer of the International Preliminary Examining Authority
responsible for the international preliminary examination report, as
referred to in Rule 70.14, means the person who actually performed
the examination work and prepared the international preliminary
examination report or another person who was responsible for
supervising the examination.

Section 613
Invitation to Submit a Request for Refund of Fees under Rule 57.4 or

58.3

The International Preliminary Examining Authority may, before making
a refund under Rule 57.4 or 58.3, first invite the applicant to submit a
request for the refund.

Section 614

Evidence of Right to File Demand

Where a demand is considered as not having been made under Rule
61.1(b) by the International Preliminary Examining Authority because
the applicant appeared, on the basis of the indication made in the
demand, not to have the right to file a demand with that Authority
under Rule 54 but evidence is submitted indicating to the satisfaction
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of the International Preliminary Examining Authority that in fact, an
applicant had, on the date on which the demand was received, the
right to file the demand with that Authority, the International
Preliminary Examining Authority shall regard the requirements under
Article 31(2)(a) as having been fulfilled on the date of actual receipt
of the demand.

Section 615

Invitation to Pay Fees before Date on Which They Are Due

If the International Preliminary Examining Authority finds, before the
date on which they are due, that the handling fee or the international
preliminary examination fee are lacking in whole or in part, it may
invite the applicant to pay the missing amounts within the time limit
under Rule 57.3 or 58.1(b), as the case may be.

Section 616
International Preliminary Examination on the Basis of a Translation of

the International Application

Where the International Preliminary Examining Authority has carried
out international preliminary examination on the basis of a translation
of the international application furnished to that Authority under Rule
55.2(a) or, in the case referred to in Rule 55.2(b), transmitted, under
Rule 23.1(b), to the national Office or intergovernmental organization
of which that Authority is part, the international preliminary
examination report shall so indicate.

Section 617

Waivers under Rules 90.4(d) and 90.5(c)

(a) Where, in accordance with Rule 90.4(d), an International
Preliminary Examining Authority waives the requirement under Rule
90.4(b) that a separate power of attorney be submitted to it, the
International Preliminary Examining Authority shall notify the
International Bureau accordingly.
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(b) Where, in accordance with Rule 90.5(c), an International
Preliminary Examining Authority waives the requirement under Rule
90.5(a)(ii) that a copy of a general power of attorney be attached to
the demand or any separate notice, it shall notify the International
Bureau accordingly.

(c) An International Preliminary Examining Authority may require a

separate power of attorney, or a copy of a general power of attorney,

in particular instances even if the International Preliminary Examining
Authority has waived the requirement in general.

(d) An International Preliminary Examining Authority which has
notified the International Bureau under paragraph (a) or (b) shall
notify the International Bureau of any change to the information
notified under those paragraphs.

PART 7
INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO THE FILING AND PROCESSING IN
ELECTRONIC FORM OF INTERNATIONAL APPLICATIONS
Section 701
Abbreviated Expressions

(b) EFFiEEEHEIL. FHEI 90.5(c)DIREIZHE-ST, #HRE|
90.5()INICENHIBIERFROELXERFHRBEDFEREXILA
BEOBEHIHRGTIEHERETSHEEE. EEBSHERICEDEE
BT 5,

() ERFHREEREE. —RICHZERHERELLEHEAETHLT
LLREDHEICEVTIE AEOCZEERRIBEZEROELZE
RIBDIENTED,

(d) (@XIFODHEIEDEEREHFBICBRIAEIT-ERTFHE
BEHEE, ChoDREICEDEEHML-BEROLEELZ. EREBR
[SBHT D,

B8
EFREBEOEFICESHBER VLRI SR

% 701 B
& F5

COEDHRERVHES F DERA L, ROFEARBLLONTNDRE
DRJ|ELLFMEERIEXARN AL M RLGD-EKRIZEEIN D15
BZEREH,

For the purposes of this Part and Annex F, unless the contrary
clearly follows from the wording, the nature of the provision or the
context:

. 13 . ”

(i) “electronic package” means a package of one or more
electronic files assembled for the purposes of transmission of one
or more documents in electronic form;®

(ii) “electronic document format” means the presentation or
arrangement of the information in a document in electronic form;
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(iii) “means of transmittal,” in connection with a document in Gii) TEMFEIEF. EFERICKAIXEIZELT, HIZIEEFH

electronic form, means the manner in which a document is FEXIIVMBHMFERFICEXOIXEZEDEMDAEELD,
transmitted, for example, by electronic means or physical means;

(iv) “electronic signature” means information in electronic form (iv) MTEFEER1EX. BFERICKEIXEIZHRMAINDG, RITHE
which is attached to, or logically associated with, a document in MHICEAEDITONSAEFEAICKSERTHOT. ELEZTHANT
electronic form, which may be used to identify the signer and BEOITERTACENTE. T-. XEDAHAICHTHIELED K
which indicates the signer’ s approval of the content of the FHETTEDELD,
document;

(v) “basic common standard” means the basic common standard (v) TERHZHE m—%]‘i MEEFICHET SEREBEDNDE

for electronic filing of international applications provided for in HEED 1= D E KRG HBIZESF VD,

Annex F;

(vi) “communication” of an international application or other (vi) EIfHEERIZFDMOTEDIEZE 1F. 35889 D 2.3 [ZHTE

document has the same meaning as in Rule 8954/s.3; THELEDERLEKRTHS,

(vii) words and expressions whose meanings are explained in Annex  (vii) fBZE F I[CEWVVTEFDEKRMFHBASN TWWAEGRURIR

F have the same meanings in this Part. [F. ZOFIZEWTERILEKREHE D,

Section 702 % 702 &
Filing, Processing and Communication in Electronic Form of ERHEEOEFRRICLIIEH . B UEE
International Applications
(a) The filing, processing and communication of international (a) BFERICLIEBEHEDRE. LEBRUEZEDUICHEKIC
applications filed in electronic form, and the processing and SO TIRHEN-EREEOEFHRICKSNEBRUEEIL. ZOE

communication in electronic form of international applications filed DRERUVMBEZ F ITR-TITOLDET S,
on paper, shall be in accordance with this Part and Annex F.’

6 Editor’ s Note: Apart from the transitional reservations notified under Section 703(f), the only derogations possible to the requirements of Annex F are provided for by Annex F itself, in the
Office—Office communication sector, in the case of an agreement between the sending office and the recipient office in view of the exchange of documents; the recipient office should inform the
International Bureau accordingly and specify the technical contents of such an agreement.

WEET 8 703 EODOREICEIEEMINLBTHOBRERNEL T E OB TFEZBEAIOETLOBMTXEDKBICODVTOEENLINTWRIGEEICHETSH, BEFHEDXEIZH
TEMBEF OBEHITOVTHARELRHE—DOHFIIL. MEE F BASHEELTWL S, ZEADOEFIXEREERICTOEZEML. BZRAEORMHNBEZARLATNIEESE,
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(b) Subject to this Part, an international application that is filed, b) COEDIRMEIZHOIEEZEFHELT. EFERICE>TIRE. AL
processed or communicated in electronic form shall not be denied BX(FTEMFSIN-EERLEEE. TN EFERICLDIEDTHSIE

legal effect merely because it is in electronic form. DAHEEBHELT EMUREINBESINDI LT,
(c) [Deleted] (c) [HIBR]
Section 703 % 703 &
Filing Requirements; Basic Common Standard HEEH EXRNGHERE

(a) An international application may, subject to this Part, be filed in (a) ZEEFTMN.REI8I D 21DBEEIR-T. EFHERICLDEH
electronic form if the receiving Office has notified the International BRHEEZETHEFBINEO TS EZEREFRISEHML TS

Bureau in accordance with Rule 895/s.1(d) that it is prepared to BlE. COHDREICHRSICEFFHELT. EFERICE-TEER
receive international applications in such form. fEZT A EMTES,
(b) An international application filed in electronic form shall be: (b) BFERICLKOTEINSERHFEL. RDESYET D,

(i) in an electronic document format that has been specified by the () MEEZEFIC-TZEHETNEELXITERMGIL @EEE(IC
receiving Office in accordance with Annex F or that complies with EWNTLEFXERRICLD,

the basic common standard;®

(ii) filed by a means of transmittal that has been specified by the (i) MEEZEFICTK-TZEEANMEELIENITERWL L EIZEE(C
receiving Office in accordance with Annex F or that complies with EWT HEMNFERICKYRET S,

the basic common standard;

(iii) in the form of an electronic package, appropriate to the means i) MBZEF IR TZEEMNIEELE=XITER L EIE:

of transmittal, that has been specified by the receiving Office in [ZEMT BAEMFERICEGLE-EF/\vr—20K(285,
accordance with Annex F or that complies with the basic common

standard;

8 Editor’ s Note: Use of the basic common standard (see Section 701(v) and Annex F, Appendix III) is not mandatory for applicants, but the receiving Office must accept applications that comply
with the basic common standard in addition to applications that comply with different requirements that the Office may have specified for the purposes of Section 703(b)(i), (ii) and (iv). The
basic common standard itself does, however, provide for certain options to be exercised by receiving Offices. Note that the basic common standard provides for the use of PKI technology for
packaging the international application documents.

REEE  EANGLBEEZEEE 701 BMRUHEE F RAMNEELZSR) OFERE. BEEADERBTIEEVH, FEETIE. 5 703 5b) (). (R WIVOBEMOT=HI-ZEEFNEEL:
B OEHITEHNT HHFEICINA T, ERNGHBIZEICENT SHEZZBELGFNIEGESE0, 2L, EXRMGEEREBRE, RBEETHTIREVOIDERZREEDH TS, HXK
ML EEEIEREEXED /T —0 7 D=0 0 PKIEFOERICOVWTRELTWAIEISEET S,
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(iv) prepared and filed using electronic filing software that has been
specified by the receiving Office in accordance with Annex F or
that complies with the basic common standard;’ and
(v) free of viruses and other forms of malicious logic in accordance
with Annex F or that complies with the basic common standard.
(c) An international application filed in electronic form shall, for the
purposes of Article 14(1)(a)(i), be signed by the applicant using a
type of electronic signature that has been specified by the receiving
Office in accordance with Annex F or, subject to Section 704(g), that
complies with the basic common standard.™
(d) A receiving Office which has not notified the International Bureau
in accordance with Rule 895/s.1(d) that it is prepared to receive
international applications in electronic form may nevertheless decide
in a particular case to receive an international application submitted
to it in such form, in which case this Part shall apply accordingly.
(e) Any receiving Office may refuse to receive an international
application submitted to it in electronic form if the application does
not comply with paragraph (b), or may decide to receive the
application.

(iv) MtEE F [CR>TREETMEEL-RITERGHBEITE
[CHEWT HBEFHBEY IV 7 FERALTERETRE T 5%

(v) MEE F IZH> TRITERMWGHBIZE(IZEINL T, V1ILR
RUZOMOBEEHDHEBIZREELTLVEL,
(c) BFBEHKICI-TIREL-EEHEEX. 5 14 £D@ODHRED
BAL MEEZEFICR-TREETNEELLXIEL., 5 704 5D
HEICH--T ARG R BIZEICENT I—EOEFERZAL
T.HEANERLRT S,

(d) ZEEFIX.HRE 8 D 21(dDREIZH>TEFHKXICLHE
RERZEZEYLERBE-OTVWSEZEREZRBISERL TLVRLY
BETHOTHL RENHRICTENTIE,. BFERICE-TRESh
ERHEERETHLERET HENTE. EDHFRITENT
[T, COEDBEEZLEERT 5.

(e) ZEEFTIX. EFEXICK > TIRE Sh-ERHFED (b) DR
EITHE-TULRMER(E, HRHEERETHLEEETITSHC
E. RIFEFZHBERETHIETRETDHCENTE D,

8 Editor’ s Note: The International Bureau provides software that supports all of the requirements of the basic common standard and certain alternatives available under Annex F. Use of that
software is not mandatory, but any applicant may choose to use it, in which case the receiving Office must accept the international application concerned (unless it has made a reservation

under Section 703(f) in that respect) (see Annex F, section 6).

wEETD EREBRE. AXWLCHABREDLETOERHRUMESE F ICEDESHATRGEEDERKREYR—MTEVINIIT7ERH]T S, COVIFITT7 DERITBEAETIFELA,
HEAFZZOERERRYT SN TE, FHREF (L, H&V IV 7EHEAL TSN ERBREZELZ TN EELL0 (F2ZL, REEFA, % 703 5 (N ORECEIVTHEZY I+

TOERAEZRLTNDIEEZRO  (HEZE F. Section 6 5 )

® Editor’ s Note: The receiving Office must specify the type(s) of electronic signature that it is prepared to accept (see Section 710(a)(i)). While signature in compliance with the basic common
standard is sufficient for the purposes of filing, compliance with the receiving Office’ s particular requirements may be required subsequently pursuant to Section 704(g). Note the distinction
between requirements as to signature of the application for the purposes of Article 14(1)(a)(i) (which may be a basic or enhanced electronic signature by the applicant) as distinct from packaging

(which requires the use of the electronic signature of the sender).

wEEL REETE. RETIEBEBOTVSEFERDEBLZHLLLTNELSR(E 710 5@) VESHR) ARG HBEREICERL-ZL THNEHBEOBEH LIZ+2THS
A ZEETORNGERICENTEIEE. B 704 B@DAEITHST, RICERTHIIENTED \WTr—VU T DB GEEEOEFELDEREERT D) LELY., 5 14 £(1)@)0)
DF-HOHBADERICETHEN (HEAOEXRNLGEFERXIITEEMNMERIN-EFERATE) CIET HEAHDHLITTETHIE,
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(e—bis) Any receiving Office that has notified the International (em?2) ZEETIX. FRANBID2.1(d D 2) DIREIZHRE > TERE

Bureau in accordance with Rule 895/s.1(d—bis) may nevertheless FEHERICEMLE-GETH-TH., BFEDGEIZHEWLTIX, #Hf
decide in a particular case to receive the international application RICK > TIRHESN-EEHEEEZREBT LA ETRETHEN
submitted on paper. TZ 5%,

(e—ter) Any receiving Office that has notified the International (ed3) ZEEIL. FRAISI M 2.1(d M 3) MDIMEIZHE > TEEE
Bureau in accordance with Rule 895/s.1(d-ter) may decide, in EXEBICEMLI-EE. BEDBEIZEWLWTIE. £1065850 20

particular case, to convert the application filed on paper into HREIZHE-T, R > TRESNEHBEZEFRAICE#R
electronic form in accordance with Section 709bis. TEHILEZRETDHIENTED,

(f) If, on 7 January 2002, the applicable national law and the () 2002F 1 A7 BIZBWC. ENETOERNESRUEMY AT

technical systems of a national Office provide for the filing with it of LD, (b)DG)MSV)ETHDIREDOWNTNIZEHBE S L TULVEWEHIC
national applications in electronic form according to requirements o-EFHRICLLIERNLEEDEHZERAETADREICOVLNTHE
which are incompatible with any of items (i) to (iv) of paragraph (b):'"" TFLTWAEBEIE. ROEBYET S,

(i) the provisions concerned shall not apply in respect of the Office M) BXINDBIETOREIL, BT EELBGET M. ZEE

in its capacity as a receiving Office for as long as the TELTOEZERNETICIEERLLL,

incompatibility continues; and

(ii) the Office may instead provide for the filing with it of (i) HEZRENEFIX. KDYIC, AZERESTRUEM AT LAIZ
international applications in electronic form according to that OB FHRICLIEREBEDIREICOVWTIRET 5EMNTE
national law and those technical systems; o

" Editor’ s Note: An Office that has made a transitional reservation under Section 703(f) has to comply with other applicable provisions of Part 7 and Annex F, including Section 703(b)(i). For
example, Section 713(b) would require compliance with Annex F as to the electronic packaging of documents transmitted from the receiving Office to the International Bureau. That would be the
case even if the international application itself as filed with the receiving Office did not, pursuant to a transitional reservation by the Office under Section 703(f), comply with the requirements of
Section 703(b)(iii) and Annex F, section 5.2.1, as to electronic packaging. Moreover, an applicant who filed an international application with a receiving Office which has made a transitional
reservation under Section 703(f) as to the application of Section 703(b)(iii) would not have to comply with Annex F as to PKI-based electronic packaging of the application. However, any
subsequent communications in electronic form between the applicant and the International Bureau, the International Searching Authority or the International Preliminary Examining Authority
would have to comply with Annex F.

WEET % 703 SODOREICEIEBTHOBRRET>LETIE. FE 703 5b) OEDE 71 BRUMBEE F OZOMOZLRELETLETNITESEND, FIZIE, 5F 713 BO)DOHREIE.
SEETISERERRICEMNINEIXENEF/\WIr—CUJICEALT. MEEF OREICRSICELEERTEHTHAS, COILE. REETICRESN-ERHEB AN, £ 703 BHD
HECEIKYUZZFEHEFTOBITHOBRIZE>T. EF/N\vr—2U0F 1220 T, E 7103 BO)MEUVHBEF 0 521 SOBEHEHLTOVEWNEAETHoTH, BUTHTHAI, I,
5 703 Sb)iDHEICKDEREICEALT. 5 703 BEODBREICE IEBITHOBREToZEETICEREREEL-HEA L. HEED PKZE DWW EF/\vr—I U5 (CELT. B
EFICRSDEIGNTHAS, LLELS, HEALEREHER. ERFRAEHEXIER P HEEERELOMOZTORDBEFHRICLLHEEL. MEE F ICERLZTNIEELEES
Do
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provided that the Office informs the International Bureau accordingly 7=7=L. ZZERNEITAH. REI 89 D 2 1(DREICLYEREHERBIC
by the date on which the Office sends the International Bureau a BHZEEMMLEBAETIZ. RU.WLWHAVESEETH2002 £ 4 878
notification under Rule 8954/s.1(d) and in any case no later than 7 EFTIC. ZDEZXEHEEFRICERMT A EEHET D EEETE
April 2002. The information received shall be promptly published by B, ZELEEREZZEOCNZATRICENTART S,
the International Bureau in the Gazette.

Section 704 %704 5
Receipt; International Filing Date; Signature; Physical Requirements 2B ERHEBR. 4. DENEY
(a) The receiving Office shall promptly'? notify the applicant of, or SHETIE. BFERICLI>TEREEELTIRESN -1 DEFIE
otherwise enable the applicant to obtain confirmation of, the receipt L7=C&ZFHEEANIZEROMNIEEHL ., RITHBEANFOMMDAET
of any purported international application filed with it in electronic ZIEEAERTELERIICT S, BN IFIERIZIEIRDEDERT

form. The notification or confirmation shall indicate or contain: XI(IEEEHT 5,
(i) the identity of the Office; () BHRETZHREI LD
(ii) the date of receipt;" (i) ZEOHFF?
(iii) any reference number or application number assigned to the i) HEEELTIRE SNV DICTHEETICKYEIY Y TSNS
purported application by the Office; and BEEXITHEES
(iv) a message digest, generated by the Office, of the purported (iv) HEREL TRESN LD EZEL-FICHEZE TAMERLT
application as received:; ryt—I B AT AL
and may, at the option of the Office, also indicate or contain other F-.ZEETOBHREF=ZICTKY. ROZDMDIEFEHRERRXILE
information such as: B9 H5_EEHTES,
(v) the names and sizes of the electronic files received:; (v) 2ELEBEFI7IMILDELIMRE VS AX
(vi) the dates of creation of the electronic files received; and (vi) ZEBLI=-BFI771IILDO{ERH

"' Editor’s Note: Numbers of provisions in the Regulations and Administrative Instructions require “prompt” official action. The question of what is “prompt” in given circumstances is not
defined in absolute terms but should be explained in the PCT Receiving Office Guidelines. In the context of Section 704(a), the notification should generally issue in minutes rather than hours or
days. The various indications referred to in the Section may in some cases have to be notified or confirmed at different times, for example, in the case of batch submissions of documents.
WEEE  RAURUERMRDOREDZH. EFOHERONEITEEZRE DT TS, IEDKRICEVDTHEMAHEON I TH LN DEMIT DOV TIE, XL AETIEERIN T
M.PCT ZEEFTHARIAVITEVWTHRANGEFNITESLEN, 5 704 S@EDEEICENTIE B IE—EMICHEFR X EH B TIEE B TRITLETNIEESHENLDTHD, hhd
BICHESNTOSHLLERRE. fIZE. XEZEO—EEFDEEFOLOIDT—RIZEWNTIE, BEEZT 5L TEMXIIERETHETIIELESHENTHAS,

12 Edjtor’s Note: The date of receipt will be determined according to the usual principles applicable to the filing ofapplicat ions on paper, including filing by electronic means (such as by facsimile
transmission).

WEET REOBME. EFHIFRICEIDRE O7 7 IVITLIEMNF) 0. MEADHBADRBISERTES. —RMGRR K >TRESN DS,
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(vii) a copy of the purported application as received.

(b) Where the receiving Office refuses in accordance with Rule
89bis.1(d) or Section 703(e) to receive a purported international
application submitted to it in electronic form, it shall, if practicable
having regard to the indications furnished by the applicant,
promptly notify the applicant accordingly.

(c) Promptly after receiving a purported international application in
electronic form, the receiving Office shall determine whether the
purported application complies with the requirements of Article 11(1)
and shall proceed accordingly.

(d) Where an international application filed in electronic form is not
signed in compliance with Section 703(c), the application shall be
considered not to comply with the requirements of Article 14(1)(a)(i)
and the receiving Office shall proceed accordingly.

(e) Where an international application filed in electronic form does
not comply with Section 703(b) but the receiving Office decides,
under Section 703(e), to receive it, that non—compliance shall be
considered to be non—compliance with the physical requirements
referred to in Article 14(1)(a)(v) and the receiving Office shall
proceed accordingly, having regard to whether compliance is

(vii) RELERICEITHHBELTRHESN=LDDEL

(b) ZEETIL. A 89 D 2.1(d)XILZE 703 B(e)DMEIZHRE-ST.
BFRRICE-TERHBELTRESNZLDDREEEET 55
Bl RTARGES. HEASRHELERTEERBL T HEA
[CZEDEERPCHITEIT D,

() REETF. EFHAICL-TERHEFEELTIREEA=LDOD
ZREZEOHNC, BERLAZEREREELTRESNZLDOMNE 11 £
(DDEHZFE-LTOENEINZREL., BYIZFHEITI,

(d) REETEF. EFERICEI-TRESN-EREFEIZE 703 5
(C)DIMEIHST-FBRAMNESNTIVELMEE X, BERHEREILE 14 5%
(M@WMIZRET HEHZHE-LTLVEVLDEAEL ., BYIZFiiz
73,

(&) BFHRICL>TRHSN-EMRHFEAE 703 SO)DHREIC
WO TUWVEWDY, ZSEETHA. 5 703 S(e)DMREICEDIE, BHRER
HEZREYHLEREIDERIL. SETETFIX.E 145K
(N@DWITHET SMENEHDRETFTTHLILDEALL, REE
T, B5F9 5o BEICH—RGERARGRAI 26.3) RUHREY
REEFRED=DICBENESHEZBEL T, @EYIFHETI

8 Editor’s Note: The receiving Office will, of course, be obliged to act reasonably in deciding what is “practicable” in the circumstances. While a filing date should be accorded wherever it is
practicable to do so, it needs to be remembered that receiving Offices are not obliged to receive international applications which do not comply with Annex F (see Section 703(e)). Receiving
Offices should not have to go to extreme lengths to find applicants who have not given adequate indications to enable them to be contacted.

WEET ZEETE. ZOKRICEVWTRIMNTETRIEEI THAIHZHIETT IG5 65, BREHS. RRDOHLTEET IRENHDHEA5, HFEER L. TNAETRIGETHIEEIEDT 5
SEBTNIEGESHND, —H ., ZEEFIEMEZ F ICERLAVERLEEEZETIERFEBVLICBETILENH D (F 703 5) . REETIE. BREASERELIIENTEDLLS

BYRRRETHLEMN>IHBAZRER I 5012 BIRGTHELOIBDRITEN,

'S Editor’s Note: The application of the criteria of “reasonably uniform international publication” and “satisfactory electronic communications” act as a restraint against overly strict
enforcement of physical requirements by receiving Offices, similarly to Rule 26.3 which refers to “reasonably uniform international publication” and “satisfactory reproduction” in the case of

applications filed on paper.

wEET BEICH-—LERARIRVIERINESEFREIOEZEDERT, REETOYEMNEHOBRCEBGEREICN T HHELLTELOTHY . XTI TRESNHH
FDZEONEEICY—RERARI RUTERE T RESERIZRET HHRA 263 (CHLLTWLS,

128



necessary for the purpose of reasonably uniform international
publication (Rule 26.3) and satisfactory electronic communications.'

(f) An international application filed in electronic form may, in
accordance with the provisions of Rule 19.4, be transmitted by the
Office with which the application was filed to the International
Bureau as receiving Office.
(g) Where an international application filed in electronic form was
signed using a type of electronic signature that complies with the
basic common standard but that has not been specified by the
receiving Office under Section 703(c), the Office may require that
any subsequent document or correspondence submitted to it in
electronic form be signed using a type of electronic signature that
has been so specified. If that requirement is not complied with, Rule
92.1(b) and (c) shall apply mutatis mutandis.
Section 705
Home Copy, Record Copy and Search Copy Where International
Application Is Filed in Electronic Form

(a) Where an international application is filed in electronic form as a
wrapped and signed package in accordance with Annex F, the home
copy and the record copy'® in relation to that application for the
purposes of Article 12 shall each consist of a copy in electronic form
of that package.

N BEREHBENEFERICE>TRESNI-ET(E., RA 194 DR
EITH- T, %ERHEZZEETLLTCORBREBRICENT D
CEMTED,

(e) BEFXICLoTIRHESN-ERHREM ., ERMGHBIRLECHE
WLI-BEFERTHAHN. £ 103 BC)DHAEICEDIEZEE T L
ELI-LDOTREVEFEREZAVTERSINLDOTHLEEIE.
LURZEETL. EFRATIRHESNDZDRDOIXEXITRIEIC
(T, HZREETMEELEEFEREAVTERTHEOIERTD
CENTED., COEHMFESNENGE(E, A 9210) R U(C)D
RMEZERAT S

% 705 5
ERHENEFERICL > TRHESN-GEOZEETHAEL. i€
BEARUREREL
(a) EIFFHEEDS. M/EZE F [T > T wrapped and signed package (LA
TIWASPIEWLS, ) (BERE T PCT B FHEERATMZETESOHONT-
T—ARR)ELTHOEFERICL>TRESN-EEX.E 125D
HEDER L., A%HEICEATSZEETABELRUVREERER L.
ThNEN, TNV —PDEFHAKICKDIELMGKDILDET S,

' Editor’s Note: As in the case of applications filed on paper, subsequent processing of the record copy will require that it be subject to the addition of further information, in the form of
markings or tags (meta—data), about the processing of the application (such as the application number, the date of receipt and the filing date). That further information does not become part of

the record copy in the strict sense, but rather is information associated with the record copy.

WEEL BRI >TRESNAHBDEE D LS, TORDEHRFERDLE(ICDONTIE, I—F T REFT (A2T—2) DRITLD. TOHBEONEICE T 5B HFR(HEES.
ZEHARVHBEBS) OEMETISENDEITESIZDS, EILIELLHERMIE . BELGER TIIRERAD—BIZE LT CLARREEAOEERFRTHS.

129



(b) Where an international application is filed in electronic form but is (b) EEHENBEFERICE>TIREBESNE=N. WMEEF (ZH-T
not filed as a wrapped and signed package in accordance with Annex WASP [Z&URH NG -1=15EIL. FE 12 £DREDERALE. &
F, the home copy and the record copy in relation to that application EHEEICETAZEETAELAUVEHFEKRIE. FNFhn . I2HE
for the purposes of Article 12 shall each consist of a copy in [ZBITHLARBBEOEFHERICKIELMAGKD D LDET S, HEEHL
electronic form of the application as filed. If the application as filed EE SN TRESN-15E8. RBEETHEBELAUVEHEEKRIIESS
was encrypted, the home copy and the record copy shall consist of MNI=EDMLREDEDET S, IBRERFIZEITAHEENADAMILARIEF
the decrypted version. If the application as filed was infected by a DD EEHIHEICERLELTCLV-EEIF. ZBETAHELREUVE
virus or other form of malicious logic, the home copy and the record Fk[RARIL, VAMIILARIZEEHIRBEZREL-LONOHBAEDE

copy shall consist of the disinfected version." 95,

(c) Where the international application is filed in electronic formona (c) EEHEENYEERIZCKYEFERICEI > TIRHEINES. FZ
physical medium, the home copy and the record copy shall not BETHELRUVEHEEKRICIE, ZOYBEAKEZESDHENVEDET S
include the physical medium, but the receiving Office shall, for the A ZHEETIE, A 931 OREDEA L. MIEEAELLICIRES
purposes of Rule 93.1, retain the application as originally filed, NE=FFEDORETHEFHEFEITS',

together with the physical medium.'®

(d) Where the International Searching Authority has notified the (d) EMRFAEHEH. $RAI 89 M) 21 d)DIMEIZHK-T. EFHKIC
International Bureau in accordance with Rule 8954/s.1(d) that it is FHEBFHEEFX LIRS 2EE N B TS EXEEEHFRBICEMLE:
prepared to process international applications in electronic form, HBEIF. QRVO)DREILAERELIZERT 5, TOMDIGE
paragraphs (a) and (b) apply mutatis mutandis to the search copy; &, FEETMRICHRIL-ERBROELE. ATEABLET S,

otherwise, the search copy shall consist of a copy of the application
printed on paper by the receiving Office.

Section 705b/s E 705802
B ck-TRUSh-ERHBEOEFRRICLH0HE

6 Editor’s Note: Subject to Section 70556/s(c), the keeping of records in general by the receiving Office, including the time for which records must be kept, is governed by Rule 93.1. Where the
application as filed is encrypted or infected by a virus, the operation of Section 705 depends on whether the receiving Office decides to receive the application and on whether it can be
decrypted or disinfected so as to enable an international filing date to be accorded.

WEEL . FE 705 50 20)DMEITHICLEFHLLT, ZEETICEISERDREFE, — I, BRIV REFININEHRZEH T, A 931 [TRESN D, REFICHITHHFENESE
SENTWIGEREVMILAIZERELTWVIGEIE. £ 706 SOREDERT. REETHTOHRDOZELRETHINESINARVEREERA DT EMNARELLESLIICTDOHBEEESX
[EOAINRBRETEHIEMTEINEINL>TERLS,

7" Editor’s Note: This provision is intended to ensure that the originally filed physical medium containing the international application as filed is retained for evidentiary purposes as part of the
receiving Office’ s records, even though it does not form part of the home copy or the record copy.

WEET ARERL. RHSA-REOERHBEZRO =R IIRHSN-MBIEARE, EATNARBETASLXIEREARAD—EELGLENELTH, REETOEHNO—EELT,
ST HEMIDT=ICHERICHFEINSEERERIT 51D THS.
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Processing in Electronic Form of International Applications Filed on
Paper

(a) Where an international application is filed on paper, it may,

subject to this Part, be scanned into electronic form as a complete

and accurate copy (“scanned copy”) and processed on the basis of

the scanned copy.

(b) Pursuant to paragraph (a) and for the purposes of Article 12, the
receiving Office, the International Bureau and the International
Searching Authority may prepare a scanned copy of the international
application and keep it as the home copy, the record copy or the
search copy, as the case may be.

(c) Where a scanned copy of the international application is kept as
the record copy under paragraph (b), the original of the international
application as filed on paper shall be kept, for a period of at least 5
years from the international filing date, by the International Bureau
or, where so agreed by the receiving Office and the International
Bureau, by the receiving Office on behalf of the International Bureau.
The original shall be marked with the words “INTERNATIONAL
APPLICATION - ORIGINAL AS FILED ON PAPER (SECTION
705bis)” or their equivalent in the language of publication of the
international application on the bottom of the first page of the
request and of the first page of the description.”
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18 Editor’s Note: In principle, receiving Offices should mark the original at the time of its receipt but they could also mark the original when it is relied upon for the purposes of the correction of

the record copy under Section 7055is(d).
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(d) Where, before the expiration of the period referred to in
paragraph (c), the International Bureau finds, upon request for
correction made by the applicant or otherwise, that a scanned copy
of the international application kept as the record copy under
paragraph (b) is not in fact a complete and accurate copy of the
original kept under paragraph (c), it shall correct the record copy so
as to bring it into conformity with the original. If the receiving Office,
the International Searching Authority, the International Preliminary
Examining Authority or a designated or elected Office considers that
the International Bureau should make a finding under the first
sentence of this paragraph, it shall call the relevant facts to the
attention of the International Bureau.

(e) Where the International Bureau has corrected the record copy in
accordance with paragraph (d), it shall promptly notify the applicant,
publish the corrected international application together with a
revised front page, and publish a notice of this fact in the Gazette.
Section 422(a)(i) to (v) shall apply mutatis mutandis with regard to
the notification of the receiving Office, the International Searching
Authority, the International Preliminary Examining Authority and the
designated and elected Offices.

Section 705ter
Processing of International Applications Filed in or Scanned into
Electronic Form in a Converted Electronic Format
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DDEIZEBDETIEDFERIZIEL . ) DMEIZEDEELHEEFEARELT
RESNTOWSEREBEOR X v sh=ELHM, ERRIZE, DR
EIZEDSVWTREFSNZFERADTEN DEHLGEL TIIRNERDT=
HEIE. BREEOREARE—HSEL-OICHKRERFERZITET
5. ZEET. BFRERE. BRFPREEHBEXEEEETELS
FRIRETE. BREBRACOWDITERDRE IR >TREELT
INETHAHEFZDEHRIL. BRI IEREZRTLT. BREZFRD
TEEMRET D,

(e) EEEHBIL. DB EITH > TRBREAZITEL-BA(X. H
FENIZEROMNERL, STESh-ERHEERETSN-RKELD
[CAICI|E T DHELBIT, BERBEICATIEMEARITIBET
5. 5 422 B(a) )M WVDREIL., ZIEBET. EEAEHE. EF
FHEBERBTVICEEETRUVERETADOEMIZOVWTERT
3,

£ 705503
EFERICEI > TREXEFIEFERICRFvosh-ERLEENE
BrEDEFHEXICKI0E

132



(a) Where an international application is filed in electronic form, or
filed on paper and scanned into electronic form under Section
705bis(a), it may, subject to this Part, be converted from the initial
or scanned electronic format into another electronic format
permitted for this purpose as a complete and accurate copy
(“converted copy”) and processed on the basis of the converted
copy.

(b) The electronic format into which an international application may
be converted for the purpose of paragraph (a) shall be XML format
as referred to in section 3.1.1.1 of Annex F.

(c) Pursuant to paragraph (a) and subject to the agreement between
the relevant Offices, for the purposes of Article 12, the receiving
Office, the International Bureau and the International Searching
Authority may prepare a converted copy of the international
application and keep it as the home copy, the record copy or the
search copy, as the case may be.

(d) Notwithstanding Section 705bis(c), where a converted copy of
the international application is kept under paragraph (c) as the home
copy, the record copy or the search copy, the copy in the initial or
scanned electronic format shall be kept in the file of the
international application in accordance with Rule 93.

(e) Section 705bis(d) and (e) shall apply mutatis mutandis with
respect to corrections of any inconsistencies in the converted copy
with the copy in the initial or scanned electronic format kept under
paragraph (d).
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Section 705quater

International Applications Resubmitted in Electronic Form
(a) Where an international application filed on paper is submitted
by the applicant in electronic form in accordance with Rule
89bis.1(d—ten), the receiving Office, for the purposes of Article
12, shall keep the resubmission as the home copy and transmit
copies as the record copy and the search copy.
(b) Subject to Section 70554/s, the original of the international
application filed on paper shall be kept, for a period of at least
10 years from the international filing date, by the International
Bureau or, where so agreed by the receiving Office and the
International Bureau, by the receiving Office on behalf of the
International Bureau. The original shall be marked with the words
“INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION - ORIGINAL AS FILED ON
PAPER (Rule 89bis.1(d—ter)” or their equivalent in the language
of publication of the international application at the bottom of the

first page of the request and of the first page of the description.
19

Section 706
Documents in Pre-Conversion Format
(a) Where, for the purposes of filing the international application in
electronic form, the document making up the international
application has been prepared by conversion from a different
electronic document format (“pre—conversion format”), the applicant
may, if the receiving Office so permits and the pre—conversion

19
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Editor’ s Note: In principle, receiving Office should mark the original at the time of itsreceipt bu thtye could also mark the original when it is relied upon

for the purpose of the correction of the record copy under Section 705bis (d).
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format is accepted for that purpose by that Office, submit, together
with the international application, the document in the pre—
conversion format, in which case:
(i) the document in the pre—conversion format shall be identified as
such and shall be accompanied by a statement by the applicant
that the international application as filed in electronic form is a
complete and accurate copy of the document in the pre—
conversion format;
(ii) the request shall preferably contain an indication that the
document in the pre—conversion format is submitted under Section
706 together with the international application.
(b) Where it is found that the international application as filed in
electronic form is not in fact a complete and accurate copy of the
document in the pre—conversion format submitted under paragraph
(a), the applicant may, within 30 months from the priority date,
request the receiving Office to correct the international application
so as to bring it into conformity with the document in the pre—
conversion format. Rule 26.4 shall apply mutatis mutandis to the
manner in which corrections under paragraph (b) shall be requested.
(c) Where the receiving Office, the International Searching Authority,
the International Preliminary Examining Authority or the International
Bureau discover what appears to be a correctable defect under
paragraph (b), that Office, Authority or Bureau, as the case may be,
may bring such defect to the attention of the applicant, drawing
attention to the correction procedure under paragraph (b).
(d) The applicant and, if copies of the international application have
already been sent to the International Bureau and the International
Searching Authority, that Bureau and that Authority shall be
promptly notified by the receiving Office of any correction under
paragraph (b). If required, the International Bureau shall notify the
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International Preliminary Examining Authority accordingly. Where a
correction is made after the completion of the technical preparations
for international publication, the International Bureau shall promptly
publish any international application as so corrected together with a
revised front page.
(e) A correction under paragraph (b) shall be taken into account by
the International Searching Authority for the purposes of the
international search and the establishment of the written opinion,
and by the International Preliminary Examining Authority for the
purposes of international preliminary examination, if it is notified to
that Authority before it has begun to draw up the international
search report, the written opinion or the international preliminary
examination report, as applicable, in which case the said report or
opinion shall so indicate.
(f) Paragraphs (a) to (e) shall apply mutatis mutandis to any
document making up any element of the international application
referred to in Article 3(2).
Section 707

Calculation of International Filing Fee and Fee Reduction
(a) Where an international application is filed in electronic form, the
international filing fee shall, subject to paragraph (a—bis), be
calculated on the basis of the number of sheets that the application
would contain if presented as a print—out complying with the physical
requirements prescribed in Rule 11.%°

BIE. FTESh-ERBBZRETSN=RBELDITEONZLFAT
Do

(e) ERFAEMAICKIERAEREE LJIE@ICIDIRMBNIIL,

ZYIHERICE, BRFHREERBICIIERFREERS DA

O BRIAS N BRTIZ, BB DIREITEDIETIEIS DN TR
SnGEE L AZERAEREIERAERVEEICLLIRED

ER DO, TUICHBZERFREEHEIERFHREED O
[ HBFETEZZREICAND, COBEICE, HFBESRIEE@IC
FRRMICIIZTDEERTT %,

) (@ (EFTHREIL. 5 3 FXAITHRET SERHBOERE
BRI DETOEHICERT S,

% 707 &
ERHBEFEERUVFHEORBENEHE
(a) EEHENEFEAICEI>TIRHEINSIGE . BRHEFEE
(X, (@D 2DHFEITHSIELEFHELT. & 11 RAICHEET S
MEHZH-LTHFRIZEYRLE-ISGED URHREO AR ORI
EONTEHET B2,

2 Fditor’s Note: Noting that Rule 11 leaves some flexibility as to the margins of the sheets (see Rule 11.6) and the size of the characters (see Rule 11.9(d)), the international filing fee should be

calculated on the basis of the number of sheets that the application would contain if presented as a print—out complying with the minimum margin and character size requirements. In practice,

however, the receiving Office should not print out the international application but rather rely on the number of pages of the international application as calculated by the electronic filing

software and indicated in the request.
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(a—bis) Where the international application as filed contains an
electronic file appearing to be a sequence listing in a file format
compliant with WIPO Standard ST.26,
international filing fee shall, in the calculation of the number of
sheets, not take into account any material contained in such an
electronic file.

(b) Item 4(a), (b) and (c) of the Schedule of Fees annexed to the
Regulations shall apply to reduce the fees payable in respect of an

the calculation of the

international application filed in electronic form with a receiving
Office which has notified the International Bureau under Section
710(a) that it is prepared to receive international applications in
electronic form or which has decided to receive such an application
in accordance with Section 703(d).
Section 708
Special Provisions Concerning Legibility, Completeness, Infection by
Viruses, Etc.
(a) Where an international application is filed in electronic form, the
receiving Office shall promptly check whether the application is
legible and whether it appears to have been fully received.?’ Where
the Office finds that all or part of the international application is
illegible or that part of the application appears not to have been
received, the international application shall be treated as not having
been received to the extent that it is illegible or, where transmitted®
by electronic means, that the attempted transmission failed, and the
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2 Fditor’ s Note: The receiving Office is expected, of course, to take reasonable steps to attempt to read the application. The checking may be automated to the

extent possible.
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2 Fditor’s Note: The word “transmitted” is to be understood in a general sense as including transmittal by either electronic or physical means, noting that an international application may be

filed on physical media (see Annex F, Appendix IV).
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Office shall, if practicable having regard to the indications furnished fJ\]:EH:II LE=RTHEEZELTE HEAICED BT EPHICEINMT S

by the applicant,”® promptly notify the applicant accordingly.?* **
(b) Where a purported international application is received in (b) SHETIE. BFEELLTRHESN-EDEEFREAKIZLLT
electronic form, the receiving Office shall promptly check it for I DHEE. TNNIAMILARVZDMORKXDEEHHRIEIC
infection by viruses and other forms of malicious logic.? Where the BELTUVEWDEF RPN CHRT DY, URTEETIX. HEEELT
Office finds that the purported application is so infected: RESNTF=LONRRELTVSEERDI-EEE. RDEEYET S,
(i) the Office is not required to disinfect the purported application () ZFEHETIL. EEREEELTIRESINTEEODIAMIVLARERET
and may, under Section 703(e), refuse to receive it; BIEEZERINT . FE 103 5@DBETEICEDNT,. FhEZET
BILEERTHIEMTES,
(ii) if the Office decides under Section 703(e) to receive the (i) REETIX. 5 703 SE)DHATEICEDE, ERHEELTRE
purported application, the Office shall use means reasonably SINT-LDEZETHELERELIZGEIX. TNEEHELH=6H
available under the circumstances to read it, for example, by 2. R BWERIGEIE. TOAREHERTEIAETTDESES
disinfecting it or preparing a backup copy under Section 706, and BETAHAEOIZ.BZRIE. FOIMILAREZRETAXRILIE 706 B0
to store it in such a way that its contents may be ascertained if RMEICEDOWT/N\YI 7y - aE—%2 T 50 =FEIZIELT
necessary;”’ ZETHRARRLGFEZANSY,

2 Fditor’s Note: See footnote 13.

WEET T 13258,

% Fditor’s Note: Where the International Bureau finds that the record copy of an international application filed in electronic form as received by it is illegible, it will notify the receiving Office
which will then, where applicable, proceed under Section 708(a). Where the international application is treated as not having been received to the extent that it is illegible or that the attempted
transmission failed, the receiving Office would then determine whether a filing date should be granted on the basis of that much of the application as was received.
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% Fditor’s Note: See footnote 12.

WEEI T 12258,

% Fditor’s Note: Where the International Bureau finds that the record copy of an international application filed in electronic form as received by it is infected by a virus, it will notify the receiving
Office which will then, where applicable, proceed under Section 708(b).
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21 Editor’s Note: Since the originally filed application may need to be referred to for evidentiary purposes, the receiving Office should if possible store it as filed, that is, in its infected state.
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(iii) if the Office finds that it is able to read and store the
purported application as mentioned in item (ii), it shall determine
whether an international filing date should be accorded,;
(iv) if the Office accords an international filing date to the
application, it shall, if possible having regard to the indications
furnished by the applicant, promptly notify the applicant and, if
necessary, invite the applicant to submit a substitute copy of the
application free of infection;
(v) if the Office accords an international filing date to the
application, it shall prepare the home copy, the record copy and
the search copy on the basis of the disinfected application, the
backup copy or the substitute copy referred to in items (ii) or (iv),
as applicable, provided that the application shall be stored by the
Office, as referred to in item (ii), for the purposes of Rule 93.1.%
Section 709

Means of Communication with the Applicant
(a) The receiving Office shall, if it provides for such a service, send
any notifications, invitations and other correspondence
(“documents”) to the applicant by electronic means in accordance
with Annex F, unless the applicant requests to receive them by
other means offered by the Office.
(b) Where it appears to the receiving Office that a document sent to
the applicant by electronic means was not successfully transmitted,
the Office shall promptly resend the document by the same or
another means.
(b—bis) Where the receiving Office provides for such a service and
the applicant so requests, the receiving Office may, instead of
directly transmitting a document to the applicant, make it available
for retrieval by the applicant in an electronic system in accordance

with the standard set forth in section 5.1ter of Annex F. In this case,
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the document shall be considered to have been transmitted to the
applicant on the day when it was made available for retrieval by the
applicant in that electronic system. The receiving Office shall
promptly alert the applicant by electronic means whenever a new
document has been made available, unless the applicant requests
otherwise.
(c) When the electronic systems of the receiving Office are not
available for the filing or retrieval of documents in electronic form or
by electronic means, the Office shall, if possible, promptly publish
information to that effect by reasonably available means.
(d) Where agreed between the receiving Office and the International
Bureau, the Office may furnish an electronic copy of a document to
the International Bureau for transmission by electronic means to the
applicant on its behalf.
Section 710
Notification and Publication of Receiving Offices’ Requirements and
Practices
(a) A notification by a receiving Office to the International Bureau
under Rule 895/s.1(d) and Section 703(a) that it is prepared to
receive international applications in electronic form shall indicate,
where applicable:
(i) the electronic document formats (including, where applicable,
the versions of such electronic document formats), means of
transmittal, types of electronic packages, electronic filing software
and types of electronic signature specified by it under Section
703(b)(i) to (iv) and (c), and any options specified by it under the
basic common standard;
(ii) the conditions, rules and procedures relating to electronic
receipt, including hours of operation, choices for processes to
verify or acknowledge receipt, choices for electronic
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communication of invitations and notifications, any methods of
online payment, details concerning any help desks, electronic and
software requirements and other administrative matters related to
the filing in electronic form of international applications and related
documents;
(iii) the kinds of documents which may be transmitted to or by the
Office in electronic form;
(iv) whether and under what conditions the Office accepts the filing
under Section 706(a) and (f), of documents in pre—conversion
formats and the electronic document format(s) (including, where
applicable, the versions of such electronic document format(s))
accepted by it under that Section;
(v) procedures for notification of applicants and procedures which
applicants may follow as alternatives when the electronic systems
of the Office are not available;
(vi) the certification authorities that are accepted by the Office,
and the electronic addresses of the certificate policies under which
certificates are issued,;
(vii) the procedures relating to access to the files of international
applications filed or stored in electronic form.
(b) The receiving Office shall notify the International Bureau of any
change in the matters previously indicated by it in a notification
under paragraph (a) of this Section.
(c) The International Bureau shall promptly publish in the Gazette
any notification received by it under paragraph (a) or (b) of this
Section.
(d) The effective date of any change notified under paragraph (b)
shall be as specified by the receiving Office in the notification,
provided that any change which restricts filing options shall not be
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effective earlier than two months after the date of publication of the
notification of the change in the Gazette.

Section 711

Electronic Records Management

(a) Records, copies and files in electronic form in relation to
international applications shall be processed and, for the purposes of
Rule 93, kept in accordance with the requirements of authentication,
integrity, confidentiality and non—repudiation, and having due regard
to the principles of electronic records management, set out in Annex
F.
(b) Upon request by the applicant or other interested party in
relation to a particular international application, the receiving Office
shall, subject to any restrictions applicable under the Treaty as to
access by third parties,?
to that application are maintained and stored by it in accordance
with paragraph (a).

certify that any electronic records relating

Section 712

Access to Electronic Records
Access permitted by the Treaty, the Regulations or these
Administrative Instructions to documents contained in the file of an
international application filed, processed or kept in electronic form
may, at the option of the national Office or intergovernmental
organization concerned, be provided by electronic means or in
electronic form, having due regard to the need to ensure the
integrity and where applicable confidentiality of data, the principles
of electronic records management set out in Annex F, and the need

B Editor’s Note: Articles 30 and 38 and Rule 94 restrict access.
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to ensure security of the electronic networks, systems and
applications of the Office or organization.

Section 713
Application of Provisions to International Authorities and the
International Bureau, and to Notifications, Communications,
Correspondence and Other Documents #

(a) The provisions of this Part, other than Sections 703(c), 704(c) to
(g), 707, 708(b)(iii) to (v), 710(a)(iv) and 714(b), shall, if they are
capable of applying but do not expressly apply to the International
Searching Authorities, the International Preliminary Examining
Authorities and the International Bureau, apply mutatis mutandis to
those Authorities and that Bureau.®

(b) The provisions of this Part, other than Sections 703(c), 704(c) to
(P, 705, 707, 708(b)(iii) to (v) and 710(a)(iv), shall, if they are capable
of applying but do not expressly apply to notifications,
communications, correspondence or other documents relating to
international applications that are filed, processed or communicated
in electronic form, apply mutatis mutandis to such notifications,
communications, correspondence or other documents relating to
international applications.
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2 Editor’s Note: Provisions of Part 7 and Annex F relating to the form or contents of the international application would automatically, by virtue of Article 27(1), be applicable to designated
Offices. Communications between applicants and designated Offices would not, however, be governed in general by Annex F.
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30 Editor’s Note: In relation to Sections 703(a) and 710, an Office acting in more than one capacity (receiving Office, International Searching Authority and/or International Preliminary Examining
Authority) would give separate notices to the International Bureau, in each capacity, as to its readiness to receive and process international applications in electronic form.
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Section 714
Furnishing by the International Bureau of Copies of Documents Kept
in Electronic Form; Designated Offices’ Signature Requirements
(a) Where any International Searching Authority, International
Preliminary Examining Authority or designated Office has not notified
the International Bureau in accordance with Rule 896/s.1(d) that it is
prepared to process international applications in electronic form, the
International Bureau shall furnish to that Office or Authority a copy
on paper of any document which is kept by the International Bureau
in electronic form and which that Office or Authority is entitled to
receive. The International Bureau may also, upon request by the
Authority or Office concerned, furnish such copy in electronic form.
(b) Any designated Office® may require that any document or
correspondence submitted to it by the applicant in electronic form
be signed by the applicant using a type of electronic signature
specified by it in accordance with Annex F.
Section 715
Availability of Priority Documents from Digital Libraries
(a) For the purposes of Rules 17.1(b—b/s), 17.1(d) (where appropriate,
as applicable by virtue of Rules 17.1(c) and 82ter.1(b)), 66.7(a)
(where appropriate, as applicable by virtue of Rule 43b/s.1(b)) and
91.1(e), a priority document shall be considered to be available from
a digital library to the International Bureau, a designated Office, the
International Searching Authority or the International Preliminary
Examining Authority, as the case may be:
(i) if the Office or Authority concerned has notified the
International Bureau, or the International Bureau has declared, as

31 Editor’ s Note: “Designated Offices” necessarily include elected Offices.
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the case may be, that it is prepared to obtain priority documents HMLTWWBIEEXRIIEEEFRENETOEZESLTLSIGEETH

from that digital library; and T. D,

(ii) the priority document concerned is held in that digital library (i) BZELIEZENLYUEFREEIZCSVLVTRESNLTEY . H
and the applicant has, to the extent required by the procedures for FEAM. EREFHREEIZT7IVERATH=-HDFFHEIZIYNHELS
accessing the relevant digital library, authorized the Office or N58EHEANT, FEIZEL, BRETE LI#MEXIIEEEHERD

Authority concerned or the International Bureau, as the case may NYUELEIEZERHICTIERTEHILEZARELTLNSES
be, to access that priority document.

(b) A notification to the International Bureau under paragraph 12 of (b) TORNTIERAG—ERZBLTEBEIEEFETAFILIEREM
the Framework Provisions for the Digital Access Service for Priority ZE-HS>TWA)EREHFBEXIZ(NDIEEET. EFRAE#EE LJIIEE

Documents®® by FREEHBEBELTOETICKS. BEEZEEDTOAINT IR
(i) the International Bureau; or Y—EXD =D TL— LT —#R5E (Framework Provisions for the
(ii) an Office in its capacity as designated Office, International Digital Access Service for Priority Documents) ¥*MD & 12 ERZDIRTE
Searching Authority or International Preliminary Examining IZEKEREFREADBEMIL. BFRTAIERIZBULVTAHTIET
Authority, RIFEBEHFRIAUZIL—LT—IHTEDE 10 BEDOREIZHE-
that it is prepared to obtain priority documents via the Digital TEMOMNRELGS-BFRELEEMO AN, BIZ. EFXIZE

Access Service shall be taken as a declaration or notification under [FEFHKBICTHL TELIEZSFHEOIEFE RN SIN-BRIICEKET S
paragraph (a)(i) that the International Bureau or Office acting inthe &&EES-BFRELEFZEL ., )MNOTUFILTIELRAY—EREZELT
relevant capacity will obtain priority documents through the Digital BEIEEEEZAFIAIEDQ@ODREIZEICEEXRITBNEATE
Access Service from any digital library which has been the subject of 9,

a notification in accordance with paragraph 10 of the Framework

Provisions, including libraries for which such a notification is

subsequently made with effect prior to the date on which the Office

or Bureau is requested to retrieve the priority document.

(c) An Office or Authority which has given a notification to the (c) @O)XIZO)DIAEICEDZEREEBICEAML-B T X ILH#ES
International Bureau under paragraph (a)(i) or (b) shall notify the (X, YZBHLE-BEHROERXEEEHFRHIEBET 5,

International Bureau of any change in the information so notified.

32 Editor’s Note: Established by the International Bureau on 31 March 2009 and available from the WIPO website at: www.wipo.int/das/en/documentation.html.
REET BAEZEEOTOINTIERY—ERDT=HDIL—LT—IE (L, 2009 £ 3 A 31 BICEBREZERSMERLIZEDOTHY.WIPO DT HALDRDTRL ALY AFTHE:

www.wipo.int/das/en/documentation.htmlhttp:///
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(d) The International Bureau shall promptly publish in the Gazette
any notification received by it under paragraph (a)(i) or (b) of this
Section, any declaration made by it under paragraph (a)(i) or (b), and
any change in the information so declared.
(e) The effective date of any change published under paragraph (d)
shall be as specified by the Office or Authority concerned or by the
International Bureau, as the case may be, provided that any change
which restricts the ability of the applicant to request the Office, the
Authority or the International Bureau to obtain a priority document
from the digital library shall, except in the case where priority
documents are no longer held in the digital library, not be effective
earlier than two months after the date of publication of the change
in the Gazette.

Section 716
Request that Priority Document Be Obtained from a Digital Library
under Rule 17.1(b—bis)
(a) Any request under Rule 17.1(b=bi/s):

(i) shall identify the priority document concerned in accordance

with Rule 4.10(a); and

(i) shall, where required, include the access code provided to the

applicant by the International Bureau or by the Office with which

the earlier application was filed.
(b) Where the applicant, in accordance with Rule 17.1(b—5/s) and
paragraph (a) of this Section, requests the International Bureau to
obtain a priority document which, in accordance with Section 715(a),
is considered to be available from a digital library to it, but the
International Bureau finds that the priority document is in fact not
available to it, the International Bureau, shall notify the applicant,
giving the opportunity to furnish the priority document to it, or to
ensure that the document is made available to it from a digital

(d) BREBRIFT. COSDE@OXIFO)DREICEIEZELI-RE
. AREICEKEREBRICLIETRVARESL-BEROE
B EONARICHET Do

() (DREICEDEHBHSIN-EEDHAREDBIE, HFRICIE
C.BAREFELIEHEARIIEREZBRMNRARLEZLDET D, =12
L. 8% ETELIHEXEERESRICHLELIEZSEZEFH
SENOAFITHRIFRIT HDHBADEREFIRIT SIEEICDONT
[T, HFZEFREESLIPEEESHERELTOENGEEZERS
[ED, HEZEEADNHIIEHSN-BHS 2N ARIHALRET
2HLNET B,

E 716 5
FHA 1710 D 2)DREICEIKEBELIEETDEFREENIDATF
K
(a) AT 17100 D 2)DIREIZEDIEEKRIZ. RDEBYET S,
(i) 3RAI 410Q)DBEICHK->TERTHELIEZHEEHTT 5,

(i) BRSNDBE L. BREFRXIIEOHBEAHESN-ET
[CEOTHREACR#EINET IR FEREHT D,

(b) #RBI 17106 D DRV ZDE(@QDREIZE DT, HFEEANE
715 S@DHEICR > TEREBHRNEFRIEZENOAFAIRETH
BYDEAREINDBEEZTHEAF I HISEREHRICHLES
LTLSH., RERICIE. B EESHEAF I LN TELGNEE
MREFZRNRBDHIIGE I, BREEHBIE. HEASERML., 285
DB 2 MAUEDEARXITIEA 17.1@ISRET HHRDS50N
INNECHET I HHMNICLZEBAESHELZRETIBERILE
FRHEENODAFEARELT D LEHRITIRREEA D BE

146



library, within a time limit of not less than two months from the date
of the notification or within the time limit specified in Rule 17.1(a),
whichever time limit expires later. Where the priority document is
furnished or becomes available to the International Bureau within
that time limit, the requirements of Rule 17.1(b—bis) shall be
considered to have been met. If the priority document is not so
furnished or does not become available within that time limit, the
request that the document be obtained from a digital library shall be
considered not to have been made.

(c) Where the applicant requests the International Bureau under Rule
17.1(b—bis) to obtain a priority document from a digital library but
that request does not comply with the requirements of that Rule and
paragraph (a) of this Section, or the priority document concerned is
not considered to be available to it in accordance with Section
715(a), the International Bureau shall promptly inform the applicant

accordingly.
PART 8
INSTRUCTIONS RELATING TO OBSERVATIONS BY THIRD
PARTIES
Section 801

Third Party Observation System
(a) The International Bureau shall provide an electronic system for
third parties to make observations referring to prior art which they
believe to be relevant to the question of whether the invention
claimed in the international application is new and/or involves an
inventive step (“third party observation system”).
(b) The third party observation system:

(i) shall provide a third party with the option to remain anonymous;
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(ii) shall allow observations to include a brief explanation of the

relevance of each prior art document referred to in the observation

and to include a copy of the prior art document;

(iii) may limit the number of prior art documents which may be

referred to in one observation; and

(iv) may limit the number of observations permitted to be made in

relation to one international application, per third party and in total.
(c) The International Bureau shall take technical steps to prevent
abuse of the third party observation system.
(d) The International Bureau may temporarily or indefinitely suspend
the use of the third party observation system if it considers it
necessary to do so.

Section 802
Filing of a Third Party Observation

(a) An observation by a third party made in relation to an
international application shall:

(i) be submitted to the International Bureau through the third party

observation system as provided in Section 801;

(ii) be submitted between the date of international publication and

28 months from the priority date of the international application

indicated;

(iii) be in a language of publication, with the exception that copies of

submitted prior art documents may be in any language;

(iv) relate to the international application indicated:;

(v) refer to prior art;

(vi) be free of viruses or other forms of malicious logic;

(vii) be free of comments or other matter not relevant to the
question of novelty or inventive step of the invention claimed in the
international application; and
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(viii) be free of comments or other matter which are an abuse of
the third party observation system.
(b) Any purported observation by a third party which, in the view of
the International Bureau, appears not to be in compliance with
paragraph (a) shall not be treated as a third party observation. The
International Bureau shall inform the third party accordingly, unless
the purported observation appears to be a clear attempt at abuse of
the system. The purported observation shall not be open to public
inspection and shall not be communicated to the applicant, any
International Authority or any designated Office.
Section 803
Availability of an Observation and Related Information
(a) Any third party observation shall be promptly made available for
public inspection, with the exception that copies of prior art
documents uploaded through the system shall be made available only
to the applicant, competent International Authorities and designated
Offices.
(b) Where the third party requests the International Bureau to remain
anonymous as provided in Section 801(b), the International Bureau
shall not reveal any details of the third party to the public, the
applicant, any International Authority or any designated Office.
Section 804
Notification of Receipt of an Observation to the Applicant and
Comments by the Applicant in Response to an Observation
(a) The International Bureau shall notify the applicant if any third
party observations are received in relation to an international
application.
(b) The applicant may, within 30 months from the priority date,
submit comments in response to any third party observation which
has been received. The comments shall be submitted in English,
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French or the language of publication of the international application,
at the choice of the applicant, and shall be promptly made available
for public inspection.
Section 805
Communication of Observations and Comments to International
Authorities and Designated Offices
(a) The International Bureau shall communicate any third party
observation and any comment by the applicant promptly to the
International Searching Authority specified to carry out the
international search, the International Searching Authority specified
to carry out the supplementary international search and the
International Preliminary Examining Authority specified to carry out
the international preliminary examination, unless the international
search report, the supplementary international search report or the
international preliminary examination report, respectively, has already
been received by the International Bureau.
(b) Promptly after the expiration of 30 months from the priority date,
the International Bureau shall communicate any third party
observation and any comment by the applicant to all designated
Offices, subject to Rule 93bis. The designated Offices shall not be
obliged to take either the observations or any comments into
account during national processing.
[Annexes follow]
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