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MODIFICATION OF THE REQUEST DTD WITH THE ADDITION OF THE OPTIONAL 
SPECIFICATION OF A DIGITAL ACCESS SERVICE FOR PRIORITY DOCUMENTS 

(DAS) DOCUMENT ACCESS CODE 
 
1-1) request 
 

Change: 
<!ELEMENT priority-claim (country , doc-number? , date , 
office-of-filing? , (priority-doc-requested | priority-
doc-attached | priority-doc-from-library)? , restore-
rights?)> 
 
<!ATTLIST priority-claim  id       ID     #IMPLIED 
                            sequence CDATA  #REQUIRED 
                            kind            (national | 
regional | international )  #REQUIRED > 
 
<!-- 
  library-identifier  attribute intended as an identifying 
code for the library containing the document ? to be used 
where offices support the access of documents from many 
such libraries 
 
action-by  attribute would indicate the office requested 
to retrieve the document (for PCT this can be the RO or 
IB, default IB) 
 
--> 
<!ELEMENT priority-doc-from-library EMPTY> 
 
<!ATTLIST priority-doc-from-library  library-identifier 
CDATA  #IMPLIED 
    action-by          CDATA  #IMPLIED > 
 
 
To: 
<!ELEMENT priority-claim (country , doc-number? , date , 
office-of-filing? , (priority-doc-requested | priority-
doc-attached | priority-doc-from-library)? , restore-
rights?)> 
 
<!ATTLIST priority-claim  id       ID     #IMPLIED 
                            sequence CDATA  #REQUIRED 
                            kind            (national | 
regional | international )  #REQUIRED > 
 
<!-- 
  library-identifier  attribute intended as an identifying 
code for the library containing the document ? to be used 
where offices support the access of documents from many 
such libraries 
 
action-by  attribute would indicate the office requested 
to retrieve the document (for PCT this can be the RO or 
IB, default IB) 
 
priority-doc-access-code indicates, when present, the 
access code that the Office (or applicable Offices) should 
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use to obtain the priority document from the specified 
digital library  
--> 
<!ELEMENT priority-doc-from-library EMPTY> 
 
<!ATTLIST priority-doc-from-library  library-identifier 
CDATA  #IMPLIED 
    action-by                  CDATA  #IMPLIED  
    priority-doc-access-code    CDATA  #IMPLIED > 
 
 

Items impacted ST.36 element priority-claim, request.dtd, wo-bibliographic-
data.dtd, wo-published-application.dtd, xx-patent-document.dtd 
 

Reason This PFC addresses the requirements for additional fields in the 
PCT request form expressed in the PCT Circular 1327 sent for 
consultation on December 12, 2011. 
 
PFC 2009/005 enabled applicants to take advantage of digital 
libraries for priority documents; the applicant must be able to 
express this request on the PCT request form for each priority 
claim. This PFC enables applicants to specify the document access 
code for a document in a library in a request form. 
 
Both the action-by and document-access-code should remain 
optional, and the business validity of the data logic checked by 
the application. 
 
Regarding the name of the attribute, originally library-access-
code was considered, but it was observed that the access code if 
really for the document in the identified library. The third part 
of the name ‘code’ was discussed, but was felt justified in its 
usage as it matched the business term.  In the content of an 
element called priority-doc-from-library that s only used in the 
context of priority-claim it was concluded that the name 
priority-doc-access-code and specific enough to be obvious in its 
use while not precluding usage in national/regional procedures 
that access digital libraries for priority documents. 
 
This proposal is backward compatible and allows for a smooth 
transition from the current administrative arrangements, noting 
that in the future it might be possible to implement ax XML model 
that implements some of the business rules for this data. 
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Comments from the Japan Patent Office 
 
February 10, 2012 
 
The Japan Patent Office (JPO) would appreciate your consideration of the following 
comments. 
 
In regards to PCT Request form proposed in C. PCT 1327 preceding the Circular 1330 at 
issue, the JPO has already submitted its comments on amendments concerning requests by 
applicants to retrieve priority documents from digital libraries. 
 
Among the comments that the JPO made, the JPO had the following comment in regards to 
Box No. VI of Form PCT/RO/101: 
 
"In order to clearly distinguish applications of different IP types in a variety of application 
number systems of various countries as well as to avoid wrongly recognizing other 
application as priority document, an independent field to identify the IP type of priority 
document should be added, taking the provision in the draft of "DIGITAL ACCESS 
SERVICE (DAS) 2.0 BUSINESS REQUIREMENTS" proposed by WIPO into 
consideration." 
 
In the event that the WIPO IB thinks it is unnecessary to add an independent/separate field to 
identify the IP type of priority documents in PCT/RO/101, even after taking into account the 
JPO’s aforesaid comment, then the JPO has confirmed that there is no technical problem in 
the PCT/EF/PFC 12/001 proposal.   
 
On the other hand, in the event that WIPO IB considers it is necessary to include the said 
field, the JPO feels that DTD should be amended in order to include "IP type." 
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Comments from the State Intellectual Property Office (SIPO) of China 
 
World Intellectual Property Organization:  
Your organization sent on January 23, 2012 C.PCT 1330 a Circular Letter that has been 
received at the Chinese State Intellectual Property Office (SIPO). After research, SIPO 
advises: For the convenience of the applicant to use the DAS, in the PCT international 
application the request to add the access code is necessary and feasible, the Office supports 
this revision. 
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Comments from the International Bureau 
 
In view of, the comments in appendices II and III above, and the Circular C.PCT 1336 sent on 
March 16, 2012, where the consultation mentioned by the Japan Patent Office in Appendix II, 
the International Bureau concludes that the proposed changes are agreeable as first proposed 
in Appendix I of this PFC. 
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