


{TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE }
TANSIR) COMMUNITY,
| SOMEWHERE IN WEST AFRICA.

NOT MUCH 15 KNOWN BY MANY ABOUT THIS =
RIVERINE COMMUNITY, FOR FEW HAVE VISITED
TANSIR) COMMUNITY. THE LAND 15 —
SAID TO BE THE HOME OF SOME OF THE

PERHAPS THIS 19 DUE TO THEIR FRESHWATER LAKES.

HAVE YOU
SPOTTED NOABA AT THE
AIRPORT YETZ OKAY, GOOT.

UMOFO MAIN LAKE THE MOMENT
— YOU REACH UMOFO. T AM NOT
AT HOME, I CAME FOR A
TIME OUT WITH RUKI HERE.
THANK YOU, JAPHETH.

|- sECAUSE OF THE SEVERAL WATER BODIES
SURROUNDING THE COMMUNITY, MANY OF
|- THE INDIGENES ARE FISHERMEN. THE:
|| REST OF THE COMMUNITY ARE RICE FARMERS
—1 45 THEIR S0IL 15 PREDOMINANTLY
| SEMI-ACIDIC WITH VERY LITTLE DRANAGE,
|| wHICH ALLOWS FOR GOOD RICE FARMING.

'NOTE, TANEIRI COMMUNITY 15 A FICTITIOUS EREATION, MADE SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS 1P
STORY ON TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE,

BIGHEST NILE LROLODILES ANYWHERE IN |
THE WORLD:




AND THIS

ABOUT AN HOUR LATER,
DEDE'S VISITOR ARRIVES.

1 CANT BELIEVE
THAT EVEN THOUGH
1 HAVE TRAVELLED THE
WORLD WIDELY, SOMING
TO TANGIRI FOR THE FIRST
TIME EXCITES ME IN

ELEGANT RUKI THAT
STOLE MY BEST

FRIEND'S HEART.

WHILE AT
HARVARD, YOU WERE
LIKE A MATOR COURSE
A5 MY FRIEND COULD NOT
STOP TALKING ABOUT YOU.

ABLE
TO TRAVEL DOWN FOR
YOUR TRADITIONAL

WAY T CANNOT
EXPLAN,

NEVER A
DULL MOMENT
WITH YOUR UNIGUE
SENSE OF HUMOUR THAT

THANK YOU
50 MUCH. NDABA.
WELCOME TO IWE

TANSIRI.

i sUpe coop o
£ YOU/

WHAOOO!
THIS I5 INCREDIBLE. BY THE WaY,
YOU KNOW BACK IN 5CHOOL WHAT AR

WHEN YOU BOASTED THAT THEY DOING

YOU £0Y5 HAVE SOME OF STARING AT
THE BIGGEST LROCODILES IN THE BEASTY
THE WORLD IN YOUR LAKES,

I THOUGHT YOU WERE
EXAGSERATING

CATCHES THE BIGSEST
T WLk CROCODLE [& GVEN A
BE THE TANSIRI ZOMMUNITY AWARD,
CROCODILE GRS T AT T OF THE
FESTIVAL N A YEAR WHEN MEN BOMBARD
MONTHS TIME, THE LAKE IN 5EARCH OF
CROLODILES TO ENTER
FOR THE COMPETITION.




WHAT'S THAT?
15 THAT CHOCOLATE

YOU ARE CRACKING
S0 HARD'?

&
A GIZANDT FRUIT.
1 CAN READ IT IN YOUR
FACE, YOU ARE ALREADY
DES

WONDERING WHAT A
GIZANUT FRUIT 15, 1T 15
A FRUT THAT GROWS

FROM THE GIZANUT

INTERESTING,

A LOT OF THEM
AROUND HERE IN «)UR
COMMUNITY BECAI

OUR 20IL 15 SALTY CLAY
AND LOAMY WHICH
ENCOURAGES
GROWTH OF THE

SIZANUT TREE.

L HAVE NEVER
HEARD OF IT. AN
I TRY IT OUT?

T, 1
AM SURE YOU WOULD
LOVE IT. ANOTHER
INTERESTING THING 15
THAT THE LEAVES AND
ROOTS OF THE GIZANJT
TREE |5 USED HERE TO
CURE ALL MANNERS
OF AILMENTS.

OTNOTE: AT 19 4 ECTITOUS FROT GREATED SOLELY FOK TS EFISOPE To EFFECTVELY
LA ety TRIBITIONA, KAWL £0E WORKS WITAN MTELLECTUAE PRt

NOT SURE
WHAT TO MAKE
OF THE TASTE, BUT
1 LOVE THE CRUNCHY
FEEL IN THE
MOUTH.




IDEDE’? FAMILY COMPOUND LATER THAT NIGHT AND THE
OBJELT HE I5

HOLDING, WHAT 15

THATZ 15 THIS YOUR

YOUR
DAD'S ATTIRE HERE. NORMAL WAY OF
REMINDS ME OF THE DRESSING AROUND
HERE?

TRADITIONAL ATTIRE OF A5IDE THE
THE $COTTISH PEOPLE. GEORGE WRAPPER
BUT SOME THINGS ALROSS THE WAIST, THE LONG
STRIKE ME HERE... SLEEVE SHIKT AND THE LOVELY
L

YOUR
QWESTION REMINDS.
ME OF WHEN THIS
PICTURE WAS TAKEN AT
THE LAST CORONATION

OF OUR RULER SEVERAL AND WHAT
15 50 SPECIAL
ABOUT THE LORAL
BEADS AND THE
TUSK IF T MIGHT
A5K

THIS WAY.

OF DRESSING 15
THE CULTURAL WAY OUR
MEN DRESS, HOWEVER,
MY FATHER 15 A TITLED

AN IN OUR
COMMUNITY,

HiS
CORAL BEADS AND FUR
FABRIZ ON 1% SHOULDER

DIFFERENTIATE HIS DRESSING
FROM THE REGULAR LULTURAL
DRESSING WHILE THE SMALL

OBJECT HE HOLDS 19

CALLED A TUSK.

THESE

OBJECTS HAVE
SPIRITUAL THE CORAL
SIGNIFICANCE TO U5 3 5 BEAD ON THE
45 A PEOPLE. & R OTHER HAND I5
BELIEVED T HAVE
MAGICAHL POWERS.
\ \ 1T 15 SEEN 45 A GIFT
PRUAL QP FROM THE GODDESS
OF THE SEA.

STRENGTH AND PURITY,
OUR TRADITIONAL RULER
ALSO WIELDS A TUSK
BUT HIZ 15 WAY LONGER

THAN THOSE OF THE
TITLED CHIEFS.




THAT

REMINDS ME, 1 TAKE THAT
WE RECENTLY GOT 45 A GENEROUS

A NEW RULER, ANDY INVITATION.
THE CORONATION
CEREMONY 15 IN

THE NEXT
THREE DAYS.

1O A
DON'T MISGUOTE:

ME. T WAS ABOUT TO
TELL YOU THAT IT 15 A
TABOO FOR PEOFLE NOT
FROM THIS COMMONITY TO

ATTEND THE CEREMONY. 50, 4 NOOORS FOR
FOR THAT DAY, I THINK YOU . A WHOLE DAYZL |
SHOULD JUST STAY 1L BE BORED.
INPOORS. 1T"8 JUsT
FOR THE DAY,

1T BETTER
TO BE BORED
AND SAFE THAN TO
THE
TRADITIONS OF THIS

THREE DAYS LATER AFTER EVERYONE HAD LEFT FOR THE CORONATION CEREMONY, NDABA,
[OUT OF BOREDOM TAKES A WALK OUT OF THE HOUSE TO GO TO THE COMMUNITY LENTRE
TO CATCH FUN, UNKNOWN TO HiM.

THESE PEOPLE
MUST BE GOING
TOWARDS THE VENVE OF
THE CORONATION
CEREMONY DEDE WARNED.
ME AGANST? DEDE WILL

NOT LIKE THIS! <




U NEED
LEAVE IMMEDIATELY!
YOU ARE SOME

DISTANCE FROM THE
VENUE OF THE

SOMETHING
15 NOT RIGHT,
MY STOMACH!
FEEL VERY
pizzy

15 USELESS, TIME 15

OF ESSENCE, THIS MAY
BE THE ONLY TIME WE HAVE
LEFT TO SAVE THE YOUN®

MAN. LET U5 TAKE HIt
IMMEDIATELY TO AKURY, ,

THE TRADITIONAL
HEALER.

YOUNG WOMAN,
IF T COUNTED RIGHT,
THIS WILL BE THE TENTH

VEN HOURS LATES

W am 12
WHAT HAPPENED.
TO MEZ I CANNOT
REMEMBER
MUCH,




THANK
y 500, HE 15
AWAKE!

YOU SHOWED UP.
ON THE ROAD THAT
LEADS TO THE VENUE
OF THE CORONATION

ZEREMONY, I TRIED TO

WARN YOU TO STRY
AWaY, SUDDENLY
YOU COLLAPSED.

&
&  NOL HE.
VOMITED MUSHROOM AFTER
GIVING HIM SOME CONCOLTIONS
TO DRINK, WHAT T OBSERVED
AFTERWARDS WAS THAT THERE
15 A HIGH PROBABILITY THAT HE
MIGHT BE ALLERGIL TO
“MUSHROCM.” AN ALLERSY
ZAN BE LIFE THREATENING.

ON TH
NTRARY.,

col

WHEN 1 60T
UP, T DISCOVERED
SOMETHING ELSE,
THE LUMP T HAVE HAD
FOR YEARS BECAUSE
OF PILE HAS
REDUCED.
1 ONLY TRIED 3

YOU HERE, B

AGAIN, THE RO D
LEAVES OF THE GIZANUT

TREE T GAVE YOU TO
DRINK 5 KNOWN TO LORE
SEVERAL ALMENTS ONE
OF WHICH I5 PILE, T i

SHOULD EXPLAIN
WHY YOU NOTICED
TH

E KE
THE LUMP.

PO You
REMEMBER NOW? T DO
NOT KNOW WHETHER IT 15
THE GODS OF THE LAND
THAT STRUCK YOU FOR
APPROACHING THE VENUE
OF THE CORONATION

yes, 1
REMEMBER BUYING
MUSHROOM FROM A

HAWKER AND' EATING IT
ON MY WAY TO THE.

LORONATION GROUND.
T JUST WANTED TO

Y 1T OUT.

IRE
FAMILY MY DAD,
MUM AND TWO SISTERS
SUFFER FROM THE SAME
ALMENT. COULD THE
REDUCTION N THE LUMP
CSE

£ £ OF
THE HERBS?

ANYONE WHO
SUFFERS FROM
PILE IN THIS
LOMMUNITY.

FROM
THE TIME OF OUR
FOREFATHERS,
WE HAVE ALWAYS.
USED THE ROOTS OF
THE GIZANUT TREE
\|_TO CURE PLE.

TH THE
LEAVES AND THE
ROOTS OF THE GIZANUT
TREE ARE POWERFUL
SOURCES OF MEDICINE.
THIS 15 MADE FROM THE
ROOTS. YOU MUST TAKE IT
FOR SOME TIME AND SOON
ENCUGH YOU WILL BE
COMPLETELY FREE
D FROM PILE.




A WEEK APTER DEDE AND
KI'§ TRADITIONAL WEDDING.
1 ALREADY CALLED

MY DAD LAST WEEK
AND 1 TOLD Il TO
TO BE ABLE TO TAKE THIS K55 HIS TROUBLE
MIRAZLE PLANT HOME TO WITH PILE 600DBY!
MY FAMLY, AFTER BEING FOREVER
LOMPLETELY FREE FROM L3
THIS AILMENT. <

1
UNDERSTAND
] vou PerrecTly,
NDABS, BUT.
BUT... BU

L

YOU KNOW
ALMOST READ THE KNOWLEDSE OF THE
YOUR MIND FROM HEALING POTENTIAL OF THE
YOUR BODY LANGUASE, PLANT YOU ARE REFERRING
YOU SEEM TO HAVE TO BELONGS TO THE COMMUNITY.
SOME RESERVATIONS, IT'% THEIR TRADITIONAL
WHAT 15 IT? KNOWLEDGE, AND IT WILL BE
WRONG FOR YOU TO TAKE IT
WITHOUT PROPERLY NOTIFYING

THE CONSENT
OF THE COMMUNITY A PROPER
CHIEFS 15 AT BEST 2
ORAL, WE BOTH KNOW Eer by
THE LAWS GUIDING
THESE THINGS A%

THE GIZANUT PLANT A5

EMANATING FROM MY

COMMINITY REEDS TO
BE DONE.

NOW, 1
GET YOUR POINT,

DEDE. I EQUALLY
FAVE NO PROBLEM «
WITH THAT.




ON AFTER, NDABA TRAVELS BACK TO CARPAN®. HIS ENTIRE
FAMILY |5 CURED USING THE HERBS FROM TANGIRI COMMUNITY.

PLANT" A5 HE CALLED IT.

NDABA LOCATES AN OLD FRIEND; A SCIENTIST N THE FIELD
OF PHYTOTHERAPY TO FURTHER RESEARCH "THE MIRALLE

CERTANLY! THE
ACTIVE INGREDIENTS
HAYE BEEN ISOLATED.
THIS WILL MAKE THE

PRONOUNCED.

SHORTLY AFTER THE BREAKTHROUGH IN THE LAB, THE POTENZY OF
THE PLANT STARTS TO SPREAD ACROSS CARPAN AND BEYOND

1 MIGHT HAVE
UNDER ESTIMATED
HOW FAR THIS WOULD
50 BUT T THINK IT HaS
BECOME PERTINENT FOR YOU
10 SENSITIZE YOUR PEOPLE
ABOUT THE NEED TO PROTELT
THEIR TRADITIONAL
KNOWLEDESE OF THI
GIZA PLANT.

FORBLASTING WHAT THE PAR KECHIN& IMPALT oF
THE GIZA PLANT MIGHT BE, NDABA PUTS

THROUGH TO Hi5 FRIEND, DEDE, \MMEL‘JATELY

1 TOTALLY
AGREE WITH THIS.
1 WILL WORK TOWARDS
ARRANGING p MEETING
WITH THE COMMUNITY

AFTER CONSULTING WITH THE COMMUNITY ELDERS,
DEDE WAS EVENTUALLY ABLE TO HAVE A MEETING
WITH THE CHIEFS AND TRADITIONAL RULER.

o
COMMUNITY'S
DISCOVRIES OF THE
MEDICINAL POTENCY OF THE
GIZANUT TREE |5 PART OF OUR
TRAD\TVONAL KNOWLEDGE AND




TRADITIONAL
KNOWLEDEGE CAN BE
PROTECTED THROUGH

EXISTING INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY FRAMEWORKS
SUCH AS PATENT,
GEOERAPHICAL

INDICATIONS AND
LOPYRIGHT.

1 WILL
BREAK THESE
TERMS DOWN
LATER DURING
THIS MEETING.

CAS
COMMUNTTIES HAVE USED
TRADEMARKS TO PROTECT
ASPECTS OF THEIR CULTURE,
AND THE BENEFITS ARE
ENORMOUS, ONE OF wmcﬂ
1% THE RIGHT OF
COMMUNITY TO CONTROL
THEIR TRADITIONAL
KNOWLEDGE.

YOU ARE
INVEED A TRUE
SON OF THE $0IL.
YOU HAVE SPOKEN
WITH THE WISDOM
OF THE 6OD5.

GEQGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS [ AN AKEA OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW USED FOR
PRODULTS WHOSE QUALITIES ARE LINKED TO THEIR SPELIFIC GEOERAPHICAL ORIGIN.
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