
Traditional Knowledge



 
TANgIRI COMmUNITY,
SOMEWhERE IN WESt AFrICA…
 

NOT MUCh IS KnOWn by many ABOuT ThIS 
RIVERINE COMmUNITY, FOR FEW HAVE VISITED 
TANgIRI COMmUNITY. ThE LANd IS
SAiD TO BE ThE HOME OF SOME OF ThE
BIGgESt NILE CrOCODILES ANYWhERE IN
ThE WORlD.
 

PERhAPs ThIS IS DUe TO ThEiR FrEShWATER LAKES.
 

BECAuSE OF ThE SEVERAL WATER BODIeS
SURrOuNdINg ThE COMmUNITY, MANY OF
ThE INdIGENES ARE FIShERmEN. ThE
RESt OF ThE COMmUNITY ARE RICE FARmERs
as ThEir SOiL is PrEDOMINANtLY
SEMI-ACIDIC WITh VERY LITtLE DrAiNAGE,
WhICh ALlOWs FOR GOoD RICE FARmINg.WhICh ALlOWs FOR GOoD RICE FARmINg.
 

HAVE YoU
SpOTtED NdABA AT ThE

AiRpORt YeT? OKAy, GOoD.
PlEaSE BrINg HIM StRAiGhT
FrOM OSUBI TO ThE IWE

UMOFO MAiN LAKE ThE MOMENt
YoU REaCh UMOFOYoU REaCh UMOFO. | AM NOT
AT HOME, | CAME FOR A
TIME OuT WITh RUKI HERE.
ThANk YoU, JAPhETh.

 

NOTE, TANgIRI COMmUNITY IS A ficTitiOus CrEaTIoN, MADE SOLELY FOR ThE PURpOSE OF ThIS IP  
StORY ON TrADITIoNAL KnOWlEDgE.



aboUt AN HOuR LATER,
DEDE'S VISITOR ARrIVES.
 

ANd ThIS
MUSt BE ThE

ELEGANt RUKI ThAT
StOLE MY BESt
FrIeNd'S HEaRt.

 
| CAN'T BELIeVE
ThAT EVEN ThOuGh

| HAVE TrAVELlED ThE
WORlD WIDELY, COMINg
TO TANgIRI FOR ThE FIRsT
TIME EXcITES ME IN A

WAy | CANnOTWAy | CANnOT
EXpLAiN.

 

 
WhILE AT

HARvARd, YoU WERE
LIKE A MAJOR COuRsE
AS MY FrIeNd COuLd NOT
StOP TALkINg ABOuT YoU.
| AM GlAD | WAS ABlE| AM GlAD | WAS ABlE
TO TrAVEL DOWn FOR
YoUR TrADITIoNAL

MARrIaGE.
 

NEVER A
DULl MOMENt

WITh YoUR UNIQUe
SENsE OF HUMOuR ThAT
MADE OuR TIME AT

HARvARd MEMORABlE.
IT'S SUPER GOoD TOIT'S SUPER GOoD TO

SEe YoU!
 

ThANk YoU
SO MUCh, NdABA.
WELcOME TO IWE

TANgIRI.
 

WhAoOo!
ThIS IS INcREDIBlE.

YoU KnOW BACk IN ScHOoL
WhEN YoU BOaStED ThAT
YoU GUyS HAVE SOME OF
ThE BIGgESt CrOCODILES IN
ThE WORlD IN YoUR LAKES,ThE WORlD IN YoUR LAKES,
| ThOuGhT YoU WERE
EXAGgERATINg

 

BY ThE WAy,
WhAT ARE
ThEy DOiNg
StARINg AT
ThE BEaSt?

 

IT WILl
BE ThE TANgIRI
CrOCODILE
FEStIVAL IN A
MONtH'S TIME,

 

WhOeVER
CATcHES ThE BIGgESt
CrOCODILE IS GIVEN A
COMmUNITY AWARd, SO |

GUeSs IT'S ThAT TIME OF ThE
YeAR WhEN MEN BOMbARd
ThE LAKE IN SEaRcH OFThE LAKE IN SEaRcH OF
CrOCODILES TO ENtER
FOR ThE COMpETITIoN.



WhAT'S ThAT?
IS ThAT ChOCOLATE
YoU ARE CrACkINg

SO HARd?
 

ThIS IS
A GIZANUT FrUiT.

| CAN REaD IT IN YoUR
FACE, YoU ARE ALrEaDY
WONdERINg WhAT A
GIZANUT FrUiT IS. IT IS
A FrUiT ThAT GrOWsA FrUiT ThAT GrOWs
FrOM ThE GIZANUT

TrEe.
 

WE HAVE
A LOT OF ThEM

AROuNd HERE IN OuR
COMmUNITY BECAuSE
OuR SOiL IS SALtY ClAy
ANd LOaMY WhICh
ENcOuRAGES ThEENcOuRAGES ThE
GrOWtH OF ThE
GIZANUT TrEe.

 

INtEREStINg,
| HAVE NEVER
HEaRd OF IT. CAN
| TrY IT OuT?

 

 
WhY NOT, |

AM SURE YoU WOuLd
LOVE IT. ANOThER

INtEREStINg ThINg IS
ThAT ThE LEaVES ANd
ROoTs OF ThE GIZANUTROoTs OF ThE GIZANUT
TrEe IS USED HERE TO
CURE ALl MANnERs
OF AiLmENtS.

 

NOT SURE
WhAT TO MAKE

OF ThE TAStE, BUT
| LOVE ThE CrUNcHY

FEeL IN ThE
MOuTh.
  

FOoTnOTE: GIZANUT IS A FICtITIoUS FrUiT CrEaTED SOLELY FOR ThIS EPISODE TO EFfECtIVELY
EXpLAiN HOW TrADITIoNAL KnOWlEDgE WORkS WIThIN INtELlECtUaL PrOPERtY LAW.



DEDE'S FAMILY COMpOuNd LATER ThAT NIGhT
 

ANd ThE
OBjECt HE IS

HOLdINg, WhAT IS
ThAT? IS ThIS YoUR
NORmAL WAy OF
DrESsINg AROuNd

HERE?HERE?
 

YoUR
DAD'S ATtIRE HERE
REMINdS ME OF ThE
TrADITIoNAL ATtIRE OF
ThE ScOTtISh PEoPlE.
BUT SOME ThINgS
StRIKE ME HERE…StRIKE ME HERE…

 

ASIDE ThE
GEoRgE WrAPpER

ACrOSs ThE WAiSt, ThE LONg
SlEeVE ShIRt ANd ThE LOVELY
HAT WITh ThE SINgLE FEaThER
StUCk TO IT, | AM REaLlY
FAScINATED AT ThE CORALFAScINATED AT ThE CORAL
BEaDs AROuNd HIS NECk, ThE
FUR MATERIaL ACrOSs HIS

ShOuLdER,
 

YoUR
QUeStIoN REMINdS
ME OF WhEN ThIS

PICtURE WAS TAKEN AT
ThE LASt CORONATIoN
OF OuR RULER SEVERAL

YeARs AGO.YeARs AGO.
 

ThESE
OBjECtS HAVE
DEeP SpIRITUaL

SIGnIFICANcE TO US
AS A PEoPlE.

 

ThIS WAy
OF DrESsINg IS

ThE CULtURAL WAy OuR
MEN DrESs. HOWEVER,
MY FAThER IS A TITlED

MAN IN OuR
COMmUNITY,COMmUNITY,

 

ANd WhAT
IS SO SpECIaL
ABOuT ThE CORAL
BEaDs ANd ThE
TUSk IF | MIGhT

ASk.
  

HIS 
CORAL BEaDs ANd FUR
FABrIC ON HIS ShOuLdER

DIFfERENtIaTE HIS DrESsINg
FrOM ThE REGULAR CULtURAL
DrESsINg WhILE ThE SmALl

OBjECt HE HOLdS ISOBjECt HE HOLdS IS
CALlED A TUSk.

 

ThE TUSk
IS A SYMbOL OF

StRENgTh ANd PURITY,
OuR TrADITIoNAL RULER
ALsO WIeLdS A TUSk
BUT HIS IS WAy LONgER
ThAN ThOSE OF ThEThAN ThOSE OF ThE
TITlED ChIeFs.

 

ThE CORAL
BEaD ON ThE
OThER HANd IS
BELIeVED TO HAVE
MAGICAL POWERs.
IT IS SEeN AS A GIFt
FrOM ThE GODdESsFrOM ThE GODdESs

OF ThE SEa.



ThAT
REMINdS ME,

WE RECENtLY GOT
A NEW RULER, ANd
ThE CORONATIoN
CEREMONY IS IN
ThE NEXtThE NEXt
ThREe DAyS.

 

| TAKE ThAT
AS A GENEROuS
INvITATIoN.

 

NOoOo,
DON'T MISqUoTE
ME. | WAS ABOuT TO
TELl YoU ThAT IT IS A
TABOo FOR PEoPlE NOT
FrOM ThIS COMmUNITY TO
ATtENd ThE CEREMONY. SO,ATtENd ThE CEREMONY. SO,
FOR ThAT DAy, | ThINk YoU

ShOuLd JUSt StAy
INdOoRs. IT'S JUSt
FOR ThE DAy.

 

IT'S BETtER
TO BE BORED

ANd SAFE ThAN TO
OFfENd ThE

TrADITIoNs OF ThIS
COMmUNITY.

  

StAy
INdOoRs FOR
A WhOLE DAy?!
|'Ll BE BORED.

 

ThREe DAyS LATER AFtER EVERYoNE HAD LEFt FOR ThE CORONATIoN CEREMONY, NdABA,
OuT OF BOREDOM TAKES A WALk OuT OF ThE HOuSE TO GO TO ThE COMmUNITY CENtRE
TO CATcH FUN, UNkNOWn TO HIM…..
 

OH MY
GOoDnESs,

 
 

ThESE PEoPlE
MUSt BE GOiNg

TOWARdS ThE VENUe OF
ThE CORONATIoN

CEREMONY DEDE WARnED.
ME AGAiNsT? DEDE WILl

NOT LIKE ThIS!NOT LIKE ThIS!



FrOM ThE CrOWd, DEDE SpOTs HIS FrIeNd.
 

NdABA,
YoU NEeD TO

LEaVE IMmEDIaTELY!
YoU ARE SOME

DIStANcE FrOM ThE
VENUe OF ThE
CORONATIoNCORONATIoN
CEREMONY.

 

NdABA!
NdABA! NdABA!
TALk TO ME.

 

SOMEThINg
IS NOT RIGhT,
MY StOMACh! |
FEeL VERY
DIZzY
 

YoUR CrY
IS USELESs, TIME IS
OF ESsENcE, ThIS MAy

BE ThE ONlY TIME WE HAVE
LEFt TO SAVE ThE YoUNg
MAN. LET US TAKE HIM
IMmEDIaTELY TO AKURU,IMmEDIaTELY TO AKURU,
ThE TrADITIoNAL

HEaLER.
 

NdABA WAS IMmEDIaTELY RUShED
TO ThE TrADITIoNAL HEaLER.
 

WILl HE
BE FINE?

YoUNg WOMAN,
IF | COuNtED RIGhT,

ThIS WILl BE ThE TENtH
TIME YoU WILl BE ASkINg
ThAT QUeStIoN. | DON'T
WANt TO HAVE TO REPEaT
MYSELf SEVERALlY. |MYSELf SEVERALlY. |
ALrEaDY TOLd YoU HE

WILl BE FINE.
 

SEVEN HOuRs LATER….

WhERE AM |?
WhAT HAPpENED
TO ME? | CANnOT
REMEMbER
MUCh.



FrOM
ThE TIME OF OuR
FOREFAThERs,
WE HAVE ALwAyS

USED ThE ROoTs OF
ThE GIZANUT TrEe
TO CURE PILE.TO CURE PILE.

 

ThANk
GOD, HE IS
AWAKE!

YoU ShOWED UP
ON ThE ROaD ThAT
LEaDs TO ThE VENUe
OF ThE CORONATIoN
CEREMONY, | TrIeD TO
WARn YoU TO StAy
AWAy, SUDdENlYAWAy, SUDdENlY
YoU COLlAPsED.

DO YoU
REMEMbER NOW? | DO
NOT KnOW WhEThER IT IS
ThE GODs OF ThE LANd
ThAT StRUCk YoU FOR
APpROaChINg ThE VENUe
OF ThE CORONATIoNOF ThE CORONATIoN

ON ThE
CONtRARY, NO! HE

VOMITED MUShROoM AFtER
GIVINg HIM SOME CONcOCtIoNs
TO DrINk. WhAT | OBsERvED
AFtERwARdS WAS ThAT ThERE
IS A HIGh pROBABILITY ThAT HEIS A HIGh pROBABILITY ThAT HE

MIGhT BE ALlERgIC TO
"MUShROoM." AN ALlERgY
CAN BE LIFE ThREaTENINg.

YeS, |
REMEMbER BUyINg
MUShROoM FrOM A
HAWkER ANd EaTINg IT
ON MY WAy TO ThE
CORONATIoN GrOuNd.
| JUSt WANtED TO| JUSt WANtED TO

TrY IT OuT.

WhEN | GOT
UP, | DIScOVERED
SOMEThINg ELsE,
ThE LUMp | HAVE HAD
FOR YeARs BECAuSE

OF PILE HAS
REDUCED.REDUCED.

MY ENtIRE
FAMILY MY DAD,

MUM ANd TwO SIStERs
SUFfER FrOM ThE SAME
AiLmENt. COuLd ThE

REDUCtIoN IN ThE LUMp
BE BECAuSE OFBE BECAuSE OF
ThE HERbS?| ONlY TrIeD

TO DEaL WITh ThE
ISsUe ThAT BrOuGhT
YoU HERE, BUT ThEN
AGAiN, ThE ROoTs ANd
LEaVES OF ThE GIZANUT
TrEe | GAVE YoU TOTrEe | GAVE YoU TO

DrINk IS KnOWn TO CURE
SEVERAL AiLmENtS ONE
OF WhICh IS PILE, ThIS | BELIeVE

ShOuLd EXpLAiN
WhY YoU NOTICED
ThE REDUCtIoN IN

ThE LUMp.

YoU WILl
RARELY FINd
ANYoNE WhO
SUFfERs FrOM
PILE IN ThIS
COMmUNITY.

BOTh ThE
LEaVES ANd ThE

ROoTs OF ThE GIZANUT
TrEe ARE POWERfUL
SOuRcEs OF MEDICINE. SOuRcEs OF MEDICINE. 
tHis is MADE FrOM ThE 
ROoTs. YoU MUSt TAKE it 
FOR SOME TIME anD SOoN
ENOuGh YoU WILl BE
COMpLETELY FrEe
FrOM PILE.

  

…CURE
PILE? JUSt
LIKE ThAT?



NdABA WAS ALlOWED TO GO HOME A DAy LATER.
 

HONEStLY
YoU DO NOT KnOW

WhAT IT MEaNs FOR ME
TO BE ABlE TO TAKE ThIS
MIRAClE PlANt HOME TO
MY FAMILY, AFtER BEiNg
COMpLETELY FrEe FrOMCOMpLETELY FrEe FrOM

ThIS AiLmENt.
 

| ALrEaDY CALlED
MY DAD LASt WEeK
ANd | TOLd HIM TO
KISs HIS TrOuBlE
WITh PILE GOoDbYe

FOREVER.
  

A WEeK AFtER DEDE ANd  
RUKI'S TrADITIoNAL WEDdINg.

| CAN
ALmOSt REaD
YoUR MINd FrOM

YoUR BODY LANgUaGE,
YoU SEeM TO HAVE
SOME RESERvATIoNs,

WhAT IS IT?WhAT IS IT?
 

ONE
MORE
ThINg.

WhAT IS
ThAT?
 

NOW, |
GET YoUR POiNt,
DEDE. | EQUaLlY
HAVE NO PrOBlEM

WITh ThAT.
 

| DON'T
HAVE A
PrOBlEM
WITh ThAT.

 

|   
UNdERsTANd

YoU PERfECtLY,
NdABA, BUT….
BUT… BUT.

 

YoU KnOW
ThE KnOWlEDgE OF ThE
HEaLINg POTENtIaL OF ThE
PlANt YoU ARE REFERrINg

TO BELONgS TO ThE COMmUNITY.
IT'S ThEiR TrADITIoNAL

KnOWlEDgE, anD IT WILl BEKnOWlEDgE, anD IT WILl BE
WrONg FOR YoU TO TAKE IT
WIThOuT PrOPERlY NOTIFYiNg
ThE ChIeFs OF ThE COMmUNITY

ANd HAVINg ThEiR
CONsENt.

 

ThE CONsENt
OF ThE COMmUNITY
ChIeFs IS AT BESt
ORAL, WE BOTh KnOW
ThE LAWs GUiDINg
ThESE ThINgS AS

LAWYeRs,LAWYeRs,
 

A PrOPER
DOCUMENtATIoN OF
ThE TrADITIoNAL

KnOWlEDgE OF ThE
HEaLINg POTENtIaL OF
ThE GIZANUT PlANt AS
EMANATINg FrOM MYEMANATINg FrOM MY
COMmUNITY NEeDs TO

BE DONE.



SOoN AFtER, NdABA TrAVELs BACk TO CARpAN*. HIS ENtIRE
FAMILY IS CURED USINg ThE HERbS FrOM TANgIRI COMmUNITY.
 

NdABA LOCATES AN OLd FrIeNd; A ScIeNtISt IN ThE FIeLd  
OF PhYTOThERAPY TO FURtHER RESEaRcH "ThE MIRAClE  
PlANt" AS HE CALlED IT.
 

ANY
PrOGrESs?

 

CERtAiNlY! ThE
ACtIVE INgREDIeNtS
HAVE BEeN ISOLATED.
ThIS WILl MAKE ThE
EFfECtIVENESs

OF ThE PlANt MORE
PrONOuNcED.PrONOuNcED.

 

ShORtLY AFtER ThE BrEaKtHrOuGh IN ThE LAB, ThE POTENcY OF
ThE PlANt StARtS TO SpREaD ACrOSs CARpAN ANd BEyONd
 

| MIGhT HAVE
UNdER EStIMATED
HOW FAR ThIS WOuLd
GO BUT | ThINk IT HAS

BECOME PERtINENt FOR YoU
TO SENsITIZE YoUR PEoPlE
ABOuT ThE NEeD TO PrOTECtABOuT ThE NEeD TO PrOTECt

ThEiR TrADITIoNAL
KnOWlEDgE OF ThE

GIZA PlANt.
 

FORECAStINg WhAT ThE FAR REChINg IMpACt OF
ThE GIZA PlANt MIGhT BE, NdABA PUTs A CALl
ThROuGh TO HIS FrIeNd, DEDE, IMmEDIaTELY.
 

| TOTALlY
AGrEe WITh ThIS.

| WILl WORk TOWARdS
ARrANgINg A MEeTINg
WITh ThE COMmUNITY

ChIeFs.
  

AFtER CONsULtINg WITh ThE COMmUNITY ELdERs,
DEDE WAS EVENtUaLlY ABlE TO HAVE A MEeTINg
WITh ThE ChIeFs ANd TrADITIoNAL RULER…
 

OuR
COMmUNITY'S

DIScOVrIeS OF ThE
MEDICINAL POTENcY OF ThE
GIZANUT TrEe IS PARt OF OuR
TrADITIoNAL KnOWlEDgE ANd
| BELIeVE StRONgLY ThAT IT| BELIeVE StRONgLY ThAT IT
NEeDs TO BE PrOTECtED
TO PrESERvE OuR
OWnERsHIP OF IT.

 

HOW DO
WE AChIeVE
ThIS?
 

FOoTnOTE: CARpAN IS A FICtITIoUS ISlANd IN WESt AFrICA CrEaTED FOR ThE SOLE PURpOSE
OF ThIS StORY. 



OuR 
TrADITIoNAL 

KnOWlEDgE CAN BE 
PrOTECtED ThROuGh 
EXIStINg INtELlECtUaL 
PrOPERtY FrAMEWORkS 

SUCh AS PATENt, SUCh AS PATENt, 
GEoGrAPhICAL 
INdICATIoNs ANd 
COPYRIGhT. 

 

| WILl 
BrEaK ThESE 
TERmS DOWn 
LATER DURINg 
ThIS MEeTINg. 

 

 IN SOME 
CASES, SOME 

COMmUNITIeS HAVE USED 
TrADEMARkS TO PrOTECt 
ASpECtS OF ThEiR CULtURE, 
ANd ThE BENEFITs ARE 

ENORmOuS, ONE OF WhICh ENORmOuS, ONE OF WhICh 
IS ThE RIGhT OF ThE 
COMmUNITY TO CONtROL 
ThEiR TrADITIoNAL 
KnOWlEDgE. 

  
 

YoU ARE 
INdEeD A TrUe 
SON OF ThE SOiL. 
YoU HAVE SpOKEN 
WITh ThE WISdOM 
OF ThE GODs. 

  
MAy OuR 
ANcEStORs 
BlESs YoU. 

 

GEoGrAPhICAL INdICATIoNs IS AN AREa OF INtELlECtUaL PrOPERtY LAW USED FOR 
PrODUCtS WhOSE QUaLITIeS ARE LINkED TO ThEiR SpECIFIC GEoGrAPhICAL ORIGIN. 
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