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HAMzAT GIRlS COLlEGE, ZARIa, KADUNA StATE.
 

ZAiNAB ABUBAKAR HAD MANY DrEaMs,
ANd ThIS WAS CERtAiNlY ONE OF ThEM. 

BEiNg ALlOWED TO SpEaK BY HER INtELlECtUaL PrOPERtY (IP) ClUB
ON A SpECIaL PrOGrAM ORgANIZED BY HER ScHOoL TO CELEBrATE ThE
WORlD IP DAy IN ThE StATE WAS PhENOMENAL.
 

SEeINg ThE ENIGmATIC EMIR OF ZAZzAu, ThE DIRECtOR GENERAL
OF ThE NIGERIaN LAW ScHOoL, KANO ANd ThE DIRECtOR-general 
OF ThE WORlD INtELlECtUaL PrOPERtY ORgANIZATIoN
AMONgSt OThER DIGnITARIeS SEaTED IN ThE HALl, EaGER TO
LIStEN TO HER, MADE NOT ONlY HER LEGs TO TrEMbLE BUT HER
VOiCE TO LOSE ITs StRENgTh.

MY TOPIC OF
RESEaRcH TODAy

IS ON ONE OF ThE LEaSt
EXpLORED ASpECtS OF
INtELlECtUaL PrOPERtY IN
OuR DEaR COuNtRY. ThIS
MAKES IT A VERY TOuGhMAKES IT A VERY TOuGh
TOPIC FOR ME, BUT | AM
CONfIDENt | WILl DO

MY BIT.
 

UNtIL |
RESEaRcHED

ThIS TOPIC, | KnEW
NOThINg ABOuT

'GEoGrAPhICAL INdICATIoN'
(GI) A VIRgIN AREa OF
INtELlECtUaL PrOPERtYINtELlECtUaL PrOPERtY

IN NIGERIa.
 

A GOoD
FOREiGn EXAMpLE

IS ThE POPULAR SwISs
WrISt WATcHES ThE

SwISs PEoPlE ARE KnOWn
FOR. PARmESAN ChEeSE,
AN ITALIaN ChEeSE FrOMAN ITALIaN ChEeSE FrOM

ITALY IS ANOThER
GOoD EXAMpLE.

 

IN SIMpLE
WORdS, ThE TERm 

‘geOgRapHical inDicatiOn’
MEaNs A SIGn USED

ON PrODUCtS ThAT HAVE
SpECIFIC GEoGrAPhICAL
ORIGIN ANd POSsESsORIGIN ANd POSsESs

QUaLITIeS OR A REPUTATIoN
ThAT ARE DUe TO



IN NIGERIa,
ThERE ARE

GEoGrAPhICAL
REFERENcES TO INdICATE
ThE ORIGINALITY OF

INdIGENOuS PrODUCtS LIKE
OFADA RICE ANd ADIREOFADA RICE ANd ADIRE
FrOM ITs SOuTh
WEStERn REGIoN.

 

ThERE IS ALsO
ThE POPULAR GARrI

IJEBU FrOM
IJEBULANd ANd
KILIShI FrOM ThE
NORtH HERE.

  

IN CONcLUSIoN…
 

HOWEVER,
FOR LOCALlY

MADE PrODUCtS TO BE
RECOGnISED INtERnATIoNALlY
ThEy NEeD TO BE PrOTECtED
LOCALlY FIRsT. BEyONd ThIS,
MANY COuNtRIeS NEeD AMANY COuNtRIeS NEeD A
NATIoNAL LAW FOCUSED
ON ThE PrOTECtIoN 

of gI.
 

 
ONE OF ThE

MOSt IMpORtANt
ADvANtAGES OF GI

IS ThAT IT PrOTECtS ThE
LOCAL VALUe OF AuThENtIC
PrODUCtS PrODUCEDPrODUCtS PrODUCED
WIThIN A PARtICULAR
GEoGrAPhICAL
LOCATIoN,

 

AT A
GlOBAL LEVEL.

ALsO, IF A GI ATtAiNs
GlOBAL RECOGnITIoN, IT
HAS HUGE POTENtIaL TO
IMpROVE TrADE RELATED

ACtIVITIeS ThATACtIVITIeS ThAT
WILl BOoSt ThE
ECONOMY.

 

ThE ENtIRE HALl QUaKES WITh A
StANdINg OVATIoN FOR ThE YoUNg
GIRl.
 

DID
| MAKE
SENsE?

 

*OFADA RICE- ShORt BrOWn VARIeTY OF RICE LOCALlY GrOWn IN ThE SOuThWEStERn REGIoN OF NIGERIa.
*ADIRE- AN INdIGENOuS INdIGO-DYeD TEXtILE MATERIaL FrOM SOuThWEStERn REGIoN OF NIGERIa.
*GARrI IJEBU- CASsAVA FlAKES MADE FrOM FINER GrAiNs ANd HAS A PlEaSANtLY SOuR TAStE.
*KILIShI- A PEPpERED DELICACY MADE FrOM SUN-DrIeD MEaT IN ThE NORtHERn PARt OF NIGERIa.
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ANd ThE ACcOLADES COME IN
TORrENtS….
 
PrOFESsOR AMINU TANkO, DIRECtOR
GENERAL, KANO LAW ScHOoL.
 

IN MY OVER TwENtY
YeARs AS A PrOFESsOR
OF LAW, | DOuBt | COuLd
HAVE DELIVERED A BETtER
LECtURE… ANd | HEaR YoU
ARE JUSt IN Ss1, ThIS
IS IMpRESsIVE.IS IMpRESsIVE.

 

SANnU DA AiKI.*
FOR MORE ThAN ThIRtY
MINUTES YoU HELd ME
SpELlBOuNd WITh YoUR
POWERfUL TALk. YoU ARE
AMAZINg. WE ARE ALl
PrOuD OF YoU.PrOuD OF YoU.

 

ThANk
YoU, SIR.
 

NAGODE,
SARkI.
 

MrS HALIMA BELlO, COoRdINATOR OF
ThE IP ClUB…
 

YoU EXcEeDED
MY EXpECtATIoN, DEaR.

| AM SUPER PrOuD OF YoU.
WhAT A LOVELY WAy TO ENd
ThE BOaRdINg ScHOoL TERm.
MAKE SURE YoU StAy IN
TOuCh OVER ThE BrEaK.TOuCh OVER ThE BrEaK.

|'Ll MISs YoU!
 

A LONg ScHOoL TERm WAS FINALlY
OVER. ShE BADlY NEeDED ThE RESt;
ThE ScHOoL SESsIoN WAS ALwAyS
VERY DEMANdINg.
 

ThANk YoU,
MA FOR BELIeVINg
IN ME, | DIDn'T KnOW
| COuLd DO IT.

 TrANsLATIoN:
SANnU DA AiKI- WELl DONE.
NAGODE, SARkI- ThANk YoU.



SABON GARI LOCAL GOVERnMENt AREa…
 

PAPA!
|'M BACk.

 

PAPA, |'M
BACk…. WhAT…
YoU DON'T LOoK
HAPpY, YoU LOoK
SAD. WhAT IS ThE
PrOBlEM?

  

PAPA,
YoU ARE NOT
SAyINg
ANYThINg.

 

ISn'T IT
OBvIoUS ALrEaDY,
CAN'T YoU SEe

ThINgS FOR YoURsELf?
DAuGhTER, SALES
HAVE BEeN BAD,
VERY BAD.VERY BAD.

 

| DON'T
EVEN HAVE MONEy
TO BUy NEW LEaThER
FOR MY ShOe BUSINESs
AGAiN ANd PATrONAGE

HAS DrOPpED
DrAStICALlY.DrAStICALlY.

 

ThIS IS MY
ONlY MEaNs
OF LIVELIHOoD.
HOW DO |
SURvIVE?



WhAT OF ThE
ThRIFt ASsOCIaTIoN
YoU BELONg TO, CAN'T
YoU GET ANY HELp FrOM
ThEM? ThEy HAVE PrOVED
VERY HELpFUL IN ThE

PASt.PASt.
 

YoU HAVE
NO IDEa HOW MUCh
| AM OWINg ThE

ThRIFt ASsOCIaTIoN.
IT IS A NO-G0

AREa.



MAyBE |
WOuLd NOT

HAVE FOuNd MYSELf IN
ThIS MESs IF NOT FOR
MY ARcH-RIVAL- DASUKI.
BUSINESs WAS GOoD
BEFORE HE SUDdENlYBEFORE HE SUDdENlY
ShOWED UP ON
ThE ScENE.

 

REMEMbER |
TOLd YoU HOW

HIS UNhEaLtHY RIVALrY
IN ThE COBbLER

BUSINESs DrOVE ME
OuT OF SOKOTO SOME

YeARs BACk.YeARs BACk.
 

HE
DELIBERATELY

WENt AHEaD TO SET
UP HIS COBbLER ShOP
DIRECtLY OPpOSITE MINE,

StEaLINg ALl MY
CUStOMERs, INdIRECtLYCUStOMERs, INdIRECtLY

PULlINg DOWn
MY BUSINESs.

 

MALlAM
DASUKI IS
HERE NOW?

 
LOoK

ACrOSs ThE
WINdOW TO ThE
ShOP OPpOSITE

US.
 

| DIDn'T
EVEN NOTICE

WhEN | ALIGhTED FrOM
ThE TAXI. HE HAS SUCh A
HUGE PATrONAGE
ClUStERINg AROuNd
HIS ShOP, SEe PEoPlE,HIS ShOP, SEe PEoPlE,

WhAoOo!



PAPA,
| ThINk | HAVE
A SOLUTIoN TO
ThE PrOBlEM!

 

YoU DO?
ThEN SpILl IT

OuT!
 

TrADEMARk? WhAT
IS ThAT? | ThOuGhT YoU
KnOW SOMEWhERE | CAN

EVEN GET MONEy TO UPgRADE
ThE BUSINESs. MONEy IS WhAT
| NEeD. HOW WILl MARk TrADE
OR WhATEVER YoU CALlOR WhATEVER YoU CALl

IT HELp?
 YoU ANd 

MALlAM DASUKI
HAVE ThE SAME PrODUCt
IN ThE MARkET, RIGhT?
ThEN ALl YoU NEeD IS TO
DIStINgUiSh YoUR BrANd
IN ThE MARkET WIThIN ThE MARkET WITh
A TrADEMARk!

 

FrOM MY
IP ClUB, WE WERE
TAuGhT ThAT A

TrADEMARk SIMpLY GIVES
AN IDENtITY TO YoUR
BrANd ANd MAKES IT
RECOGnISABlE IN ThERECOGnISABlE IN ThE

MARkET.
 

EVERYHINg 
IS NOT MONEy,

PAPA, KnOWlEDgE
FIRsT. IT'S CALlED
TrADEMARk NOT
MARk TrADE.

  

ThE ONlY
ThINg IS ThAT WE

MUSt GET YoUR MARk
REGIStERED TO PrOTECt IT
SO ThAT NO ONE ELsE WILl
USE IT. YoU NEeD TO COME
UP WITh A TrADEMARk,UP WITh A TrADEMARk,

PAPA.
 

YoUR
CUStOMERs WILl
CONnECt YoUR

TrADEMARk DIRECtLY TO
YoUR FOoTwEaR PrODUCt,
ANd ONcE IT GETs WELl
KnOWn, PEoPlE WILlKnOWn, PEoPlE WILl
LOoK OuT FOR IT.

 

HOW
DOeS ThAT
WORk?

HONEStLY,
| AM

ClUeLESs.



ThAT IS
ThE EaSIeSt PARt.

SINcE YoUR FOoTwEaR
IS ALrEaDY CALlED 'HARUNA'
FOoTwEaR, WE CAN SIMpLY
MAKE A DESIGn OR BrANd
LOGO OuT OF ThE NAMELOGO OuT OF ThE NAME
ANd SUBmIT IT AT ThE
TrADEMARk REGIStRY.

 

A SEaRcH
WILl BE CONdUCtED
TO KnOW IF ThE MARk
IS AVAiLABlE. ONE
MORE ThINg…

 

BESIDE MY
ScHOoL IN ZARIa,
| NOTICED ThERE IS
A ‘MADE IN ZARiA'
FOoTwEaR
ASsOCIaTIoN,

  

ThIS
CAN EaSILY BE

REGIStERED UNdER
A COLlECtIVE MARk,
ANd YoU CAN BE
PARt OF IT TOo,

  
IT WILl GO
A LONg WAy. |
KnOW YoU ARE
WONdERINg WhAT
A COLlECtIVE
MARk IS.

  

| WILl
TOuCh ON IT

LATER. LET'S FOCUS
ON ThE BENEFITs

FIRsT.
 

WhAT IS
ThAT?
 

YoU REaD
MY MINd; | WAS

JUSt ABOuT TO ASk
YoU WhAT ThAT

MEaNs.
 

FrOM MY
RECENt KnOWlEDgE
ON GEoGrAPhICAL
INdICATIoN ONcE YoU

JOiN SUCh AN ASsOCIaTIoN
ANd IT IS REGIStERED
UNdER A COLlECtIVEUNdER A COLlECtIVE

MARk…
 

MY LOCAL
FOoTwEaRs
WILl GO

INtERnATIoNAL?
 

 
YoU CAN USE

ThEiR MARk 'MADE IN
ZARIa FOoTwEaRs' IN
ThE FOoTwEaR MARkET
TO EVEN PrOMOTE
YoUR FOoTwEaRsYoUR FOoTwEaRs
INtERnATIoNALlY.

 

NOTE: COLlECtIVE MARk IS A TrADEMARk USED BY ThE MEMbERs OF A COLlECtIVE TO IDENtIFY ANd DIStINgUiSh ThE  
PrODUCtS ANd SERvICES OF MEMbERs FrOM NON-MEMbERs. COLlECtIVE MARk IS A WAy OF PrOTECtINg GI LOCALlY.



BUT
ALl ThESE

| GUeSs WILl StILl
NEeD SOME MONEy;
| DON'T HAVE ANY
ThINg TO StARt

WITh.WITh.
 

WELl,
| ThINk | MAy HAVE

ThAT COVERED AS | GOT
A CASh GIFt FrOM ThE
GrEaT EMIR OF ZAZzAu
AFtER MY IP TALk IN
ScHOoL TODAy.ScHOoL TODAy.

 

yOu
MET ThE GrEaT
EMIR OF ZAZzAu

TODAy?
 

ALl ThESE ARE
StILl AN

EXpERIMENt AS FAR AS |
KnOW. NO GUaRANtEeS
ThAT EVERYThINg YoU
SAiD WILl YiELd ANY

MEaNINgFULMEaNINgFUL
RESULt.
 

ZAiNAB CONtACtED HER IP ClUB COoRdINATOR
WhO ThEN RECOMmENdS A LAWYeR FrIeNd TO
HELp WITh ThE TrADEMARk REGIStRATIoN.

WELl,
SOMEThINg LIKE

ThAT, YoU NEeD TO MAKE
ME A PARtNER IN ThIS

YoUR FOoTwEaR BUSINESs
SOoN, BECAuSE | SEe IT
BECOMINg SOMEThINgBECOMINg SOMEThINg

VERY BIG.

TOGEThER ThEy paId a VISIT TO ThE
TrADEMARk OFfICE. ThE MARk
IS forTunately AVAiLABlE! ThEy
GET IT REGIStERED ThEREaFtER.



SEVERAL MONtHs DOWn ThE LINE…
 

INdEeD,
KnOWlEDgE
IS POWER!

 

FOLlOWINg HIS DAuGhTER'S ADvICE,
ABUBAKAR ALsO JOiNs ThE 'MADE IN
ZARIa FOoTwEaRs' ASsOCIaTIoN,
 

IT SOoN GETs REGIStERED UNdER A COLlECtIVE
MARk ANd OVER TIME HE GrEW A MARkET FOR HIS
FOoTwEaRs INtERnATIoNALlY UNdER ThE
COLlECtIVE MARk OF 'MADE IN ZARIa FOoTwEaR'

SO ThIS
IS WhERE ABUBAKAR
FINALlY PITcHED
HIS TENt.

ThIS
BUiLdINg IS VERY
INtIMIDATINg!

 

WhAT KINd
OF MAGIC IS ThIS
MAN USINg TO GrOW
HIS BUSINESs?

 

| MUSt
GET TO ThE
ROoT OF ThIS
ANd SURpASs

HIM!
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