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The African Fashion Industry: A Story of Growth 
and Potential

• $31 Billion market

• Global force in cultural 
expression and identity.

• Powerful engine for 
economic growth, job 
creation, and the 
empowerment of 
women and youth.



The African Fashion Industry: A Story of Growth 
and Potential

• Limited IP Awareness

• Infrastructure & Policy 
Gaps

• Global Market Access



The Opportunity: Turning 
Creativity into Lasting Assets

Intellectual Property is the bridge between a great idea and 
a valuable brand.

Protect your unique designs from imitation.
Build a recognizable and trusted brand name.
Attract investment and partnership opportunities.
Create new revenue through licensing and sales.



Our Response: 
Empowering African Fashion Designers through 
Intellectual Property and Branding Tools

• Our Goal: To bridge the gap

• Our Method: A holistic 3-Pillar 
framework 

• Our Focus: Building tangible skills, 
creating market access, and ensuring a 
sustainable legacy for African fashion.



A 3-Pillar Approach
 

2
3

1 Partnership & 
Awareness
(English, French)

Capacity Building

Visibility & 
Market Access 

• Building a foundation with IP Offices and other partners, 
awareness raising webinars.

• IP Management Clinic (IPMC): Tailored mentorship for 
20 selected designers.

• "IP Runway" Competition: A series of creative 
challenges where designers immediately apply their new 
skills in practice, putting their knowledge to the test.

• Global Showcase: Finalists presenting their collections at 
a high-profile event in Paris.

• "IP Runway" Series: The aim of broadcasting the filmed 
competition on major platforms like Netflix and Canal+.
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Pillar 1 in Action

1 Webinars
(English, French) Your Journey Starts Here

• Awareness Webinars

• Collaboration with IP Offices

• Official Call for Participants
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Pillar 2 in Action

2 Capacity Building IPMC : 20 selected designers & "IP Runway" Competition

• Tailored mentorship program 

• Master your brand with Effective IP strategy

• Apply your new skills in a creative challenges

African
Fashion 

Designers



Pillar 3 in Action

• Global Broadcast

• Edutainment series 

• The grand finale Fashion Showcase

• Promotion on streaming platform

3 Visibility & 
Market Access IP Runway the Series & Showcase
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Be Part of the Story

• Engage: Your participation today is the first step.

• Prepare: As an African designer start thinking about your brand, your 
designs, and your global ambitions.

• Watch: Look for the Webinars and Call for Participants which will be 
announced through WIPO channels and/or your national IP offices in 
the coming months.

• Become an Ambassador: Amplify this message and help build the 
future of African fashion.
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