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This document is part of the LOCARNO Classification Master Files Specification. It describes the detailed structure and content of the LOCARNO Classification Recommendations file. The Recommendations File is primarily used as an exchange format aiming at easy data transfer between heterogeneous IT systems. It provides recommendations concerning the application of the LOCARNO classification.
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[bookmark: _Toc472325197]Content Overview
The LOCARNO Classification Recommendations File describes the recommendations concerning the LOCARNO classification in a specified language, as well as any changes since the previous edition.
[bookmark: _Toc472325198]File Name
The LOCARNO Classification Recommendations file for a specific edition, in a specified language is named loc-YYYYMMDD-LL-recommendations-YYYYMMDD.xml where LL is the language code (following ISO 639-1 standard), the first YYYYMMDD refers to the date the specified edition goes into force and the second refers to the date the file was generated. 
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The root element of the recommendation file is named <GeneralRecommendations>. It has the required "edition", "version", "dateInForce", "dateOfGeneration", and "language" attributes described in the master files specification. 
The structure of the file is slightly more than a collection of paragraphs. The root element has two required subelements: <Introduction>, <Recommendations>. 
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The <Introduction> element is a single paragraph describing the purpose of the general recommendations. It contains no formatting or paragraph structure.
The <Introduction> element has one required attribute "id" (See description in “Master Files Specification” document).
[bookmark: _Toc472325201]Recommendations
The <Recommendations> element contains one or more <Recommendation> elements. 
Each <Recommendation> element contains a single paragraph of text with no formatting. It may contain links to specific classes using the <ClassLink>, <SubclassLink>, <GoodLink>, <GeneralRemarkLink> and <HierarchyGroupLink> elements discussed in the master files document. 
The <Recommendation> elements have one required attribute "id" (See description in “Master Files Specification” document).
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The example below shows a recommendation:

<Introduction>
The Committee of Experts set up under Article 3 of the Locarno Agreement recommended, at its sessions in September 1971 and March 1993, to the member countries of the Locarno Union that they apply, in their official documents and publications relating to registrations and renewals of industrial designs, the International Classification for Industrial Designs in the following manner:.
</Introduction>
<Recommendations>
<Recommendation id=”U123456”>
the class number should be indicated in Arabic figures; the subclass number should also be indicated in Arabic figures and it must always contain two digits; for the subclasses, therefore, the numbers 1 to 9 should be preceded by a 0; the class number should be separated from the subclass number by a dash (for example, Subclass 4 of Class 1 should be indicated as "1-04");
</Recommendation>
<Recommendation id=”U123457”>
the class and subclass numbers should be preceded by the indication "Cl." (for example, Cl. 1-04);
</Recommendation>
<Recommendation id=”U123458”>>
if the numbers of several classes or subclasses must be indicated for one and the same deposit or registration, the classes should be separated by semicolons and subclasses by commas (for example, Cl. 8-05, 08; 11-01);
</Recommendation>
<Recommendation id=”U123459”>>
the numbers of the classes and subclasses should be preceded by the abbreviation "LOC" and the edition according to which the industrial designs have been classified should be indicated by an Arabic figure in round brackets (for example, LOC (11) Cl. 8-05).
</Recommendation>
</Recommendations>
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The recommendations XML file must validate against LOC_recommendations_V1-01.xsd.
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