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General information 

Name of Office: Teukheocheong 

Korean Intellectual Property Office 

Location and mailing address: Government Complex-Daejeon, 139 Seonsa-ro, Seo-gu, 
Daejeon 302-701, Republic of Korea 

Telephone: (82-42) 481 52 31 
Facsimile machine: (82-42) 472 71 40 
E-mail: kipopct@kipo.go.kr 
Internet: www.kipo.go.kr 

Does the Office accept the filing 
of documents by means of 
telecommunication (PCT Rule 92.4)? Yes, by facsimile machine 

Which kinds of documents 
may be so transmitted? 

All kinds of documents except the translation to be furnished under 
PCT Article 22 or 39 

Must the original of the document 
be furnished in all cases? No, only upon invitation 

Would the Office accept evidence of 
mailing a document, in case of loss or 
delay, where a delivery service other than 
the postal authorities is used 
(PCT Rule 82.1)? No 

Competent receiving Office for nationals 
and residents of the Republic of Korea: 

Korean Intellectual Property Office or International Bureau of 
WIPO, at the choice of the applicant (see Annex C) 

Competent designated (or elected) Office 
if the Republic of Korea is designated (or 
elected): Korean Intellectual Property Office (see National Phase)  

May the Republic of Korea be elected? Yes (bound by Chapter II of the PCT) 

Types of protection available via the PCT: Patents, utility models 

Provisions of the law of the Republic of 
Korea concerning international-type 
search: None 
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Provisional protection after 
international publication: 

After the applicant has filed a translation of the international appli-
cation into Korean and paid the national fee, the translation will be 
laid open for public inspection. The applicant may, after the laying 
open of the application and following a warning by the applicant in 
the form of a document describing the contents of the invention 
claimed in the application, require a person who has commercially 
worked the invention, after the warning but before the registration of 
the patent right, to pay in compensation a sum of money equivalent 
to what he would normally be entitled to receive for the working of 
the invention if it were a patented invention. 

Information of interest if the Republic of Korea is designated (or elected) 

Time when the name and address 
of the inventor must be given 
if the Republic of Korea is designated (or 
elected): 

May be in the request or may be furnished later. If not already com-
plied with within the time limit applicable under PCT Article 22 
or 39(1), the Office will invite the applicant to comply with the 
requirement within a time fixed in the invitation. 

Are there special provisions concerning 
earlier national applications from which 
priority is claimed and what are the 
effects of these provisions? 

Article 56 of the Korean Patent Law provides that the filing of an 
international application which contains the designation of the 
Republic of Korea and claims the priority of an earlier national 
application for the grant of a utility model having effect in the 
Republic of Korea shall have the result that the earlier national 
application will be considered withdrawn.  Where the earlier 
national application is for the grant of a patent, it will be considered 
withdrawn 15 months after the filing date of the earlier national 
patent application, (i) unless the earlier application has been 
abandoned, invalidated, withdrawn or rejected when the patent 
application is filed;  (ii) if an examiner’s decision of patentability or 
a trial decision rejecting the application has become final; (iii) if 
priority claims based on the earlier application concerned have been 
withdrawn;  or (iv) if the earlier application has been registered 
under Article 35(2) of the Utility Model Act.  If the applicant of an 
international application which claims the priority of an earlier 
national application wants to avoid this effect, pursuant to PCT 
Rule 4.9(b), the applicant may exclude the Republic of Korea from 
the automatic designation or, with respect to the earlier national 
patent application, may consider to withdraw the designation of the 
Republic of Korea subsequently to the filing of the international 
application but before the expiration of 15 months from the priority 
date. 

Are there special provisions concerning 
the deposit of microorganisms and other 
biological material?  Yes (see Annex L) 
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