
 PCT Applicant’s Guide – International Phase – Annex B1  
 

(29 July 2010)
 

B1 Information on Contracting States B1
AU AUSTRALIA AU

General information 

Name of Office: Australian Patent Office 

Location: Discovery House, 47 Bowes Street, Phillip,  
Canberra A.C.T. 2606, Australia 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 200, Woden, A.C.T. 2606, Australia 

Telephone: (61-2) 6283 2999 
Facsimile machine: (61-2) 6283 7999 (Groups 2 and 3) 
Teleprinter: 61517 COMPAT AA 
E-mail: assist@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Internet: www.ipaustralia.gov.au/ 

Does the Office accept the filing 
of documents by means of 
telecommunication (PCT Rule 92.4)? Yes, by facsimile machine 

Which kinds of documents 
may be so transmitted? All kinds of documents 
Must the original of the document 
be furnished in all cases? No, only upon invitation 

Does the Office send notifications via  
e-mail in respect of international 
applications? No 

Is the Office prepared to allow applicants 
to make applications available to the 
WIPO Digital Access Service for Priority 
Documents (DAS) 
(PCT Rule 17.1(b-bis)? 

Yes, the Office is prepared to allow applicants to make national 
applications filed in electronic form available to the WIPO DAS1 

Would the Office accept evidence of 
mailing a document, in case of loss or 
delay, where a delivery service other than 
the postal authorities is used 
(PCT Rule 82.1)? Yes 

Competent receiving Office for nationals 
and residents of Australia: 

Australian Patent Office or International Bureau of WIPO, at the 
choice of the applicant (see Annex C) 

Competent designated (or elected) Office 
if Australia is designated (or elected): Australian Patent Office (see National Phase) 

May Australia be elected? Yes (bound by Chapter II of the PCT) 

Types of protection available via the PCT: Patents, patents of addition 

[Continued on next page]

______________ 
1  For further details on how to request this Office to make applications available to DAS, see 

http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/patents/das.shtml 
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Provisions of the law of Australia 
concerning international-type search: 

Section 194 of the Patents Act 1990;  
Regulation 19.2 of the Patents Regulations 

Provisional protection after 
international publication: 

The applicant enjoys the rights defined in Section 57 of the Patents 
Act 1990 from the date on which the international application is 
published under PCT Article 21 (the rights are generally the same as 
he would have had if the patent had been sealed on the date of 
receipt of the application in the Australian Patent Office except that 
he cannot institute proceedings for infringement until the patent has 
been sealed) 

Information of interest if Australia is designated (or elected) 

Time when the name and address 
of the inventor must be given 
if Australia is designated (or elected): 

May be in the request; later indication allowed at any time prior to 
the acceptance of the application for grant (of a patent). 

Are there special provisions concerning 
the deposit of microorganisms and other 
biological material? Yes (see Annex L) 

 


