
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mary Carman, Commissioner of Patents, Registrar of Trade-
marks and Chief Executive Officer, Canadian Intellectual 
Property Office 
 
Ms. Carman has 30 years of Canadian federal government experience in 
areas as diverse as pre-market approval of pharmaceuticals at Health 
Canada, and economic policy assessment at the Privy Council Office. Since 
2003, Ms. Carman has held several  Assistant Deputy Minister (ADM)-level 
positions at Industry Canada in areas such as small business and innovation. 
 
In April 2007 Ms. Carman was appointed Commissioner of Patents, Registrar 
of Trade-marks and Chief Executive Officer, Canadian Intellectual Property 
Office (CIPO), a Special Operating Agency within Industry Canada.   
 
CIPO is responsible for administering Canada's intellectual property (IP) 
systems, which comprise patents, trade-marks, copyrights, industrial designs 
and integrated circuit topographies.  As such, CIPO is responsible for 
granting and registering IP rights, as well as disseminating information 
associated with these rights.  
 
The economic development of Canada is enhanced by CIPO's promotion of 
invention, innovation and creativity at home and abroad through its provision 
of excellent IP services. 
 


