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The Sealaska Heritage Institute (SHI) is a 501(c)(3) organization, the non-profit educational arm of
Sealaska Corporation. SHI is dedicated to preserving, promoting and maintaining the cultures and
heritage of Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian peoples of Southeast Alaska. A part of our mandate is
also to bring knowledge about Southeast Alaska Native Peoples to a broad audience through our
publications, programs, and other means.

Sealaska Heritage Institute reserves all rights to our publications, including audio and video
recordings, and asks, as a courtesy, that those who wish to quote from our works request specific
permission, in writing, in addition to the customary assumption of “fair use.” Please supply us with
a brief description of your organization or project, the material you wish to quote, and the audience
you expect to reach with this material.

The following are the SHI rights and permissions guidelines:

1) Although SHI may hold copyright to its publication, we are also bound by the traditional
laws of the Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian of Southeast Alaska. Under traditional laws, the
attribution of clan ownership of stories and songs owned by clans must also be
acknowledged when reprinting. Citation guidelines below will assist you in proper
attribution.

2) Upon written request, one-time non-exclusive use of SHI materials in English and in Native
languages will be granted for use throughout the world if the request is deemed educational
and used in a context that is culturally sensitive and accurate. We realize that “educational”
use is not limited to use by non-profit organizations and institutions, but can apply to
individual authors and for other scholarly uses. Each request will therefore be weighed on a
case-by-case basis.

3) Based on the paragraph two above, permission will be necessary for any future reprints of
the same material.

4) Some portions of formal oratory or songs may be excerpted for scholarly or educational
works, but we must see the quote in context before permission will be granted. Permission
may be refused if SHI does not deem the use (in context) educational or scholarly, or if the
context appears to misrepresent the speaker’s original words or their cultural significance.

5) When material is quoted from SHI publications, the citation will be placed in proximity to
quoted text as well as on the copyright page or in acknowledgements.

6) SHI considers “fair use” to be the quotation of 300 words or less (note stipulation in
paragraph four on formal oratory/songs) and no more than three (3) minutes of audio or
video recording.
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When quoted within a larger text, we do not charge fees for quotes of less than 300 words.
Fair use will not apply, however, to the unrequested use of an entire short speech or song
falling within the 300-word guideline. SHI will decide what is fair use of short formal
speeches or songs based on the proportion of text to be used in relation to the original
speech. For example, twenty words of A. P. Johnson’s 1971 seventy-word speech in Sitka
(see Dauenhauer and Dauenhauer 1990:156) would be beyond reasonable usage
proportionately.

7) Bulk reprints for classroom are $15.00 per page for one-time non-exclusive use in a single
class setting payable upon approval of use by SHI. This fee applies for classrooms of up to
100 students and must be negotiated in more detail for larger classes or for unusual
circumstances including distance education classes.

8) The fee for quotes beyond 300 words is $45.00 per roughly each 100 words beyond fair use,
or 300 words. The fee for each minute of recording beyond the three (3) minutes allowed
gratis is $50. Fees are payable upon approval of use by SHI. This applies only to educational
use and fees may be higher for commercial ventures.

9) Entire speeches or songs must be quoted correctly, not excerpted, for anthologized
volumes. Fees for such use will be negotiated on a case-by-case basis.

10) Please use the following citation style when quoting our works, although pertinent
information will vary with each quote. (Information on an individual’s clan and crest can
usually be found in the text or SHI staff can supply the correct form)—

George R. Betts (Asx’aak), a Tlingit of the Eagle moiety, Kaagwaantaan clan, Kook
Hit Taan house, was born in Sitka, Alaska, September 15, 1891 and passed away
August 19, 1966. Courtesy of Sealaska Heritage Institute, Juneau, Alaska. From
Haa Shuká, Our Ancestors: Tlingit Oral Narratives. Nora Marks Dauenhauer and
Richard Dauenhauer, eds. 1987, Seattle: University of Washington Press and
Juneau, AK: Sealaska Heritage Institute.

11) The above guidelines apply to text and audio and video recordings. SHI does not currently
have a photograph permissions or reprint policy since our photo and manuscript archive is
not currently open to the public. This may change and at that time, policies will be
established.

Please contact Sealaska Heritage Institute or call (907) 463-4844 if you have further questions.


