Lithuanian State Patent Bureau

(1)
Unity of invention

Lithuanian Patent Law (LPL) is highly harmonised with the PCT concept.

As relevant provisions under the law, Articles 16 and 17 of LPL are to be specified. Art. 16 LPL claims: "A patent application shall be filed so as to relate to one invention only or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. Failure to comply with the requirements of unity of invention shall not be a ground for invalidation of a patent".  Article 17 LPL states, among others, that    "In each separate patent application  the essence of the invention must not be disclosed wider than it was disclosed in the initial patent application. The filing date of the initial application shall be established for each separate patent application or, if priority is claimed, the priority date of the initial application. Priority documents and any required translations thereof that are submitted to the State Patent Bureau in respect of the initial patent application shall be considered as having been submitted in respect of all divisional applications." 

Rule 12 of the "Regulations on filing and expertise of patent applications and granting patents IR/01/98" provides for details of obliging single general inventive concept. The requirement of unity of invention shall be fulfilled if the application is filed  a) for one invention ; b) for the group of inventions consisting of such inventions one of which is devoted to produce (obtain) (e.g., device, material and process for preparing) or to realise (e.g., process and device) another one or is devoted to use one in another one (e.g., process and material for use in the process) or consisting of inventions of the same kind and function providing the same result in adequate way. No fee is prescribed by the law for filing the divisional application.

(2)
Linking of claims

(3)
Number of claims/clear and concise claims

Rule 21.2.4.1 defines independent claim as the claim "covering entirety of essential features of invention which allows to achieve the technical result in all cases where the juridical protection is sought". 

According to Rule 21.2.4.2 the independent claim "contains essential features characterising the invention in particular cases of embodiment and use thereof. * If claim depends on several other claims the alternative shall be used in referring to." 

Rule 21.2.3 defines that application may contain several independent claims in the same category in the case where the subject-matter of invention can not be covered by a single independent claim.

National law provides no other restrictions on linking claims or number thereof. The fee for claims exceeding ten is provided by Law on Fees for the Registration of Industrial Property Objects. 
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