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From: Rothe Hubert <Hubert.Rothe@dpma.de>
To: "'stit.mail@wipo.int™ <scit.mail @wipo.int>
Date: 11/30/00 2:47PM

Subj ect: C.SCIT 2514

Re.: Presentation of chemica formulae in patent specifications
Your Circular C.SCIT 2514 of September 15, 2000

Dear Mr. Wittig,

We doubt whether it is sensible, especidly from an economic point of view, to invest resourcesin a
project concerning the standardization of chemical formulae in patent applications and published patent
documents.

As other offices dready pointed out, space saving is not redly an issue nowadays snce the cogts of
storage gpace are decreasing more and more.We doulbt that the searchability of chemical formulae will
be improved very much by the proposed standardization sSince we are of the opinion that a search for
chemica gructuresin structure databases is on principle superior to atext search. Such Structure
databases are commercidly avallable, e.g. from CAS and Derwent.

The proposed new standardization limits the applicant's possibilities to describe the chemica formulae,
bearing the risk that information is getting lost and the clearness of the presentation decreases.

Due to the rather unclear benefits of the proposed standardization it seems problematical to require
gpplicants to make the effort to comply with such a sandardization.

Because of thiswe are reluctant to support the proposed new task.

Sincerdy yours,
By order

Hubert Rothe

Head of Section, Industriad Property Information for the Public, Supply of
Literature,

German Patent and Trade Mark Office

D-80297 Munich

Germany

Tel.: 089/ 2195 - 2448

Fax: 089/ 2195 - 3153
e-mail: hubert.rothe@dpma.de
http:/Amww.dpma.de
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