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IPC Reclassification Website 
 
The main purpose of the system is to be a tool to generate the XML file with the 
results of reclassification data at each new IPC version, in such way that all XML 
transformations be invisible to the user.  
 
Every new version IPC WIPO/EPO produce working lists in a XML format with the 
lists of document number to be reclassified to each patent Office. Many countries, 
with a low number of documents to be reclassified, have difficulties to generate the 
results because of problems with his own IT support to create the proper XML files 
according to WIPO format. For these countries would be useful the availability of a 
tool permitting the user enter the data and generate the XML output file 
automatically in a user friendly way. 
 
The system described below is available at http://www.ipc.prohosts.org/ and 
basically has the following features: 
 
• The system automatically reads each new working list from WIPO website, 
so the user can obtain a list of documents to be reclassified and its symbols 
• All symbols that need to be reclassified are hiperlinked 
• The user can enter data for each classification symbol for each patent 
document to be reclassified 
• The system verifies if data is correct:  

• if the symbol entered is a valid symbol to that IPC version 
• avoids the use of the same symbol two times for the same document 

• The system alert the user in case of: 
• there are more than one F(First) attribute 



• if there is no Inventive attribute 
• if a F attribute is Non Inventive 
• if a F attribute is assigned to indexing code or A61P / A61Q 

subclasses 
• if an indexing code or A61P / A61Q subclasses is the only symbol 
 

• The user can generate a XML result file just pressing one button at every 
time he wants, so the user can send his results in two or more files 
• For those symbols that there is no impact in that version, but that are listed 
in working list because there is some impacted classification at family level, the 
system will automatically delete such symbols, so the user need not to reclassify 
such docs. 
• The system exhibit graphics showing the quantity of docs that needs to be 
reclassified taking into the consideration the working list and the result files, so the 
user can see at every moment the quantity of docs missing to be reclassified. 
• Is it possible to run the system locally, without internet. For this it is 
necessary to install Apache+PHP+MySQL in his machine and all files delivered in 
ipc.zip to proper directory (htdocs). 
 
 
 



1 - Entering the Reclassification Data: 
 

 
Figure 1 - Main Screen of IPc Reclassification Data 

 
Select the version (20090101, 20080101, 20071001 or 20070101). Each time that 
you change this version combo box, the system will automatically update list of 
Countries, at another combo box, with documents to be reclassified at that version 
(Figure 1). Note that sometimes WIPO/EPO have delivered a new sets of Working 
Lists, that they called “Residual Working Lists”. These lists have the docs missing 
to be reclassified system and maybe some additional documents. The system will 
always present the last working list available so the user do not need to worry 
about previous working lists. 
 
Select the country and press “Open Working List” button. 
 
The system will read the corresponding Working Lists previously downloaded from 
WIPO website (http://www.wipo.int/ipcreclassification/). The system will read the 
information from corresponding working list and creates a database MySQL where 
will be saved all data read from working lists and all the data inserted by user. So, 



every time that user enter into the system the previous data are preserved, so he 
can do his job gradually. Finally when the user decides to generate the result file, 
the system reads this database to create XML result file.  
 
The system also will load the corresponding  table of valid symbols to the version 
selected and the concordance list 
(http://www.wipo.int/classifications/ipc/en/download_area/20090101/xml/) with the 
list of all symbols that has some change at new version and needs to be 
reclassified. So, the system knows which symbols were impacted at that version 
and that are exhibited hiperlinked. 
 

 

 
Figure 2 - Select version and country to enter data 

 
 
 

In the example above we selected version 2009.01 and BR as country (Figure 2).  
 
 



 
Figure 3 - Working List  from BR IPC 2009.01 

 
 
At this example there are 51 documents to be reclassified.  The system is able to 
manage working lists with a large number of documents, because it splits the 
several documents 50 per page. In example of Figure 3 there are 51 documents, 
so the system divided the documents in two pages that you can access at the top 
of table. 
 
From this total there are 25 documents that have a BR document with at least one 
symbol impacted. The remaining 26 documents have symbols impacted at family 
member but not at a BR document. For example, the first one:  AU2004275843B2  
has an impacted symbol at A01N65/00 at Australian document, but at BR there is 
no symbol impacted. The system in this case will automatically create a D attribute 
for this A01N65/00 at AU2004275843B2, so the user does not need to enter any 
new reclassification for this document. 
 
 
Each document shows the corresponding symbols to be reclassified. In this Figure 
3 the document BR0003314A has the symbol A01N65/00 to be reclassified. 



Observe that the system permits the edition only of symbols that needs to be 
reclassified. If you detected a error in another symbol (not hyperlinked) the system 
will not permit you to correct this error. You should send this correction by another 
file. To edit each of symbols press the hyperlink for each symbol.  
 

 
Figure 4 - Editing classification data 

 
At this screen (Figure 4) you enter the new symbol (Figure 5) that you must type in 
Symbol input. You can select this symbol as First, Last symbol, and as Inventive or 
Non Inventive information. To create the new entry just press “Create Symbol” 
button. When you press “Create Symbol” button the system automatically puts D 
attribute to the old symbol (A01N65/00) and a R attribute to the new one 
(A01N65/10). 
 



 
Figure 5 - Editing reclassification data 

 

The system will test the new symbol, and in the case that this is a valid symbol will 
present the next screen (Figure 6) with the new value: 
 

 
Figure 6 - Reclassification data with the new value inserted 

 
Observe that the old symbol and the new one are presented with an “ok” status, 
indicating a valid operation. The system accepts only valid symbols for each IPC 
version.  
 



To introduce new symbols for the same document, just click in hyperlink of original 
symbol A01N65/00 (D attribute), so you can insert as many symbols as you want. 
Let´s insert A01N65/01 (Figure 7).  
 

 

Figure 7 - Inserting a new symbol 

 

The system will not recognize this symbol and exhibit an error message (Figure 8). 

 

 

Figure 8 - Inserting a new symbol, in this case the system detects an error 

 
 
To correct this error the user has to enter a valid symbol, for example A01N65/24 
(Figure 9). 



 

 
Figure 9 - Inserting  a new valid symbol 

 

 

Figure 10 - At this time one deleted symbol and just two new symbols for BR0003314 

 
To delete some symbols just select the symbol that you want to delete (Figure 10), 
for example A01N65/24 and press “Delete Symbol” button (Figure 11). 
 
 
 



 
Figure 11 - Press "Delete Symbol” button  to delete this symbol 

 
Observe that if you select the original symbol A01N65/00 you have the possibility 
to insert a new symbol, but if you select a symbol that is not original, but was 
inserted by you, like A01N65/10 the window will not display the “Create Symbol” 
button but “Update Symbol” button. For example, we inserted A01N65/10 but we 
did not select it as F attribute. If we select A01N65/10 again, we have the 
possibility to edit this symbol and press “Update Symbol” button (Figure 12). 
 

 
Figure 12 - Updating a symbol as F attribute 

 
The next screen will show the result with a F attribute at the symbol A01N65/10 
(Figure 13). 



 
Figure 13 The symbol A01N65/10 is presented as F attribute now 

 
If you insert a new symbol (A01N65/32) with F attribute (Figure 14) the system 
detects a warning condition (Figure 15). 
 
 

 
Figure 14 - Inserting a new symbol, also with F attribute 

 



 

Figure 15 – The system presents an alert message about two F attributes 

 
 
All warnings are showed in main page in red. In this case the same document 
BR0003314 has two F attributes what is forbidden. The warnings detected are:  
 

• It must have at least one inventive attribute 
• It must have only one F attribute per generating office 
• F attribute cannot be Non Inventive 
• F attribute cannot be assigned to indexing code or A61P / A61Q subclasses. 
• An indexing code or A61P / A61Q subclasses cannot be the only symbol. 

 
The system only presents these warnings but you can still create the XML result 
file.  
 
At every time the user has available at the bottom of table a button allowing the 
user to create the XML Result file. Every time that you press “Save XML Result 
File” button at the bottom of table the system will save all data inserted at the table, 
and create the XML result file. A screen (Figure 16) will be displayed showing the 
name of file to be sent to WIPO by email, and all instructions to do this (Figure 17).  
 



 

Figure 16 – The generation of XML Result file 

 
 

 
Figure 17 - The user should save the XML Result at a directory of his own computer 

 

2 – Search a document 
 
The documents to be reclassified are displayed 50 documents per page. The 
pages can be navigated by the hyperlinks Pages: 1, 2  listed above the table 
(Figure 18). The user can follow each page or simply entry a specific number for 
searching. For instance to see BR9907057, simply type the number of document 
and press “Filter” button. This resource can be very useful to access a document 
particularly when the working lists are very large (Figure 19). 
 



 

 
Figure 18 – The header of table shows the pages 1 and 2, and the quantity of docs to be 
reclassified, in this case 25 docs from a total 51 at working list (the remaining 26 are 
automatically reclassified by the system, putting a delete attribute at appropriate symbol 
from family member) 

 

 

Figure 19 - The result of filtering BR9907057A 

 
 

3 – Listings all documents 
 



The user can access the documents listed at working list just pressing the 
hyperlink at document. The system will be directed to espacenet, SIPO (for CN 
documents) or KIPRIS (for KR documents) where the user can see the whole 
document in PDF format. In case that user need to recover the document in paper 
form, it would useful for him to retrieve a list with all patent numbers of documents 
to be reclassified (Figure 20). To do it, you have to choose “Click here to list all 
publication numbers”. 
 

 
Figure 20 -Listing with all documents to be reclassified 

 

4 – Monitoring reclassification work per country 
 
At each new version of IPC, EPO/WIPO delivered a new set of working lists, one 
per country, with all information about reclassification data. Sometimes new sets of 
working lists are delivered, for the same version of IPC. This lists can be generated 
because some error in previous lists, there are new documents to be reclassified or 
the country missed to reclassify some documents, that is, its XML result file is not 
complete. These lists are called “Residual Working Lists”. Sometimes become a 
little bit confusing to user to handle all these lists. The system minimizes this 
problem showing to the user the last available list, so he does not need to worry 
about old ones. 
 
The system has a functionality (Figure 21) that allows the user to monitor how 
many documents are missing to be reclassified. For each version the system 
compares the most recent working list with the corresponding Result File that is 
available at WIPO website. For instance, if the office did not send such result file, 
the system will show that there are 100% documents to be reclassified.  
 



 
Figure 21 - The function that allow to monitor the reclassification work 

 
In Figure 22 observe that at IPC2007 BR has 2 docs to be reclassified (Residual 
Working List 2) and not documents was sent at Result File, probably because no 
XML Result file was sent at all. So all pie is presented in red, what means that 
100% of documents are missing. In 2008/01 there are 13 documents to be 
reclassified, but the system recognized only 11 documents at result file, so in this 
case 85% of documents were reclassified, what in shown in green.  
 
Note that this does not mean that all documents presented at result file are correct. 
Maybe when processing these results, EPO discovers that there is something 
wrong in reclassification. In this case, probable a new set of working list will be 
generated by EPO. 
 



 
Figure 22 – Monitoring the quantity of reclassification work 

 
 

5 – Monitoring reclassification work per version 
 
The system also permits to monitor the reclassification work for all countries 
(Figure 23), at each version. Again, also in this case the system will take into 
consideration only the last set of working lists. So immediately after the publication 
of a new set of working lists all countries will be displayed as 100% documents to 
be reclassified (Figure 24). 
 

 
Figure 23- The function that allow to monitor the reclassification work per version 



 
 

 
Figure 24 - The reclassification work for all countries 

 

Contact: 
 
Comments and suggestions can be sent to 
 

abrantes@inpi.gov.br   
danieljr@inpi.gov.br 

 


