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WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY DESIGNATED (OR ELECTED) OFFICES 
OF INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 51bis.2(c) 

CH Switzerland 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT 
Rule 51bis.2(c) (see PCT Gazette No. 05/2001, pages 2024 and 2026), the Swiss Federal 
Institute of Intellectual Property, in its capacity as designated (or elected) Office, has notified 
the International Bureau that it withdraws the said notification with effect from 1 July 2008.  PCT 
Rule 51bis.2(a)(i), (ii) and (iii) will therefore apply from that date. 

[Updating of the National Chapter, Summary (CH), of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY DESIGNATED OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 51bis.3(c)  

CH Switzerland 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT 
Rule 51bis.3(c) (see PCT Gazette No. 05/2001, page 2026), the Swiss Federal Institute of 
Intellectual Property, in its capacity as designated Office, has notified the International Bureau 
that it withdraws the said notification with effect from 1 July 2008.  PCT Rule 51bis.3(a) will 
therefore apply from that date. 

[Updating of the National Chapter, Summary (CH), of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

AU Australia 

New equivalent amounts in Australian dollars (AUD) have been established for the 
international filing fee and the fee per sheet in excess of 30, pursuant to PCT Rule 15.2(d), as 
well as for reductions under item 3 of the Schedule of Fees.  These amounts, applicable from 
15 September 2008, are as follows: 

International filing fee: AUD 1,353 

 Fee per sheet in excess of 30: AUD 15 

 Reductions (under Schedule  
 of Fees, item 3): 
  PCT-EASY: AUD 102 
  Electronic filing (the request  
  in character coded format): AUD 204 
  Electronic filing (the request,  
  description, claims and abstract  
  in character coded format): AUD 305 

[Updating of Annex C(AU) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

CA Canada 

New equivalent amounts in Canadian dollars (CAD) have been established for the 
international filing fee and the fee per sheet in excess of 30, pursuant to PCT Rule 15.2(d), as 
well as for one of the reductions under item 3 of the PCT Schedule of Fees.  These amounts, 
applicable from 15 September 2008, are as follows: 

International filing fee: CAD 1,289 

 Fee per sheet in excess of 30: CAD 15 

 Reduction (under PCT Schedule   
 of Fees, item 3): 
  PCT-EASY: CAD 97 

[Updating of Annex C(CA) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

MZ Mozambique 

The Industrial Property Institute informed the International Bureau that, on 1 July 2006, 
the currency unit in Mozambique was revalued at a rate of 1000:1, which effectively removed 
three zeros from the fee amounts.  The amounts of fees, in Mozambican meticals (MZM), 
payable to the Office as designated (or elected) Office, and applicable since the same date, are as 
follows:  

National fee: 

 For patent:  
  Filing fee: MZM 4,300 
  Annual fee for the first year: MZM 750 
  Annual fee for the second year: MZM 1,050 

 For utility model: 
  Filing fee: MZM 750 
  Annual fee for the first and  
  second year, per year: MZM 750 

[Updating of the National Chapter, Summary (MZ), of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

INFORMATION ON CONTRACTING STATES  
RECEIVING OFFICES 

MT Malta 

General information on Malta as a Contracting State, as well as information on the 
requirements of the Industrial Property Registrations Directorate, Commerce Division, 
Ministry of Finance, Economy and Investment as receiving Office, is given in 
Annexes B1(MT) and C(MT), which are published on the following pages. 
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B1 Information on Contracting States B1
MT MALTA MT

General information 

Name of Office: Industrial Property Registrations Directorate, Commerce Division, 
Ministry of Finance, Economy and Investment 

Location and mailing address: Lascaris, Valletta, VLT 2000, Malta 

Telephone: (356) 2569 0230 
Facsimile machine: (356) 2569 0338 
E-mail: ipoffice@gov.mt 
Internet: www.mcmp.gov.mt/commerce_industrialproperty.asp 

Does the Office accept the filing 
of documents by means of 
telecommunication (PCT Rule 92.4)? No 

Would the Office accept evidence of 
mailing a document, in case of loss or 
delay, where a delivery service other than 
the postal authorities is used 
(PCT Rule 82.1)? Yes 

Competent receiving Office for nationals 
and residents of Malta: 

Industrial Property Registrations Directorate, Commerce Division, 
Ministry of Finance, Economy and Investment, European Patent 
Office (EPO) or International Bureau of WIPO, at the choice of the 
applicant (see Annex C) 

Competent designated (or elected) Office 
if Malta is designated (or elected): European Patent Office (EPO) (see National Phase) 

May Malta be elected? Yes (bound by Chapter II of the PCT) 

Types of protection available via the PCT: European patents 

Provisions of the law of Malta 
concerning international-type search: None 

Provisional protection after 
international publication: 

Where the designation is made for the purposes of a European 
patent (see European Patent Convention Articles 67, 150 and 158) 
and:
(1) the international application is published in one of the EPO 
official languages:  this gives the applicant the right to seek
compensation reasonable in the circumstances for any infringement;
or
(2) the international application is published in a language which is 
not an EPO official language:  then the protection referred to in 
paragraph (1) does not become effective until the EPO publishes the 
international application supplied to it in one of its official 
languages.

Information of interest if Malta is designated (or elected) 
See European Patent Organisation (EP) in Annex B2 
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C Receiving Offices C
MT INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY REGISTRATIONS 

DIRECTORATE, COMMERCE DIVISION, 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE, ECONOMY 

AND INVESTMENT 

MT

Competent receiving Office 
for nationals and residents of: Malta 

Language in which international 
applications may be filed: English 

Language in which the request  
may be filed: English 

Number of copies required 
by the receiving Office: 1 

Does the receiving Office accept the 
filing of international applications with 
requests in PCT-EASY format?1 Yes

Types of physical media accepted by 
the receiving Office: CD-R, DVD-R 

Does the receiving Office accept the 
filing of international applications in 
electronic form? No, the Office only accepts PCT-EASY format 

Does the receiving Office accept requests 
for restoration of the right of priority 
(PCT Rule 26bis.3)? 

Yes, the Office applies both the “unintentional” and the “due care” 
criteria to such requests 

Competent International 
Searching Authority: European Patent Office 

Competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority: European Patent Office 

Fees payable to the receiving Office: Currency: Euro (EUR) 
Transmittal fee: EUR 55 
International filing fee: EUR 848 

Fee per sheet in excess of 30:  EUR 10 
Reductions (under Schedule
of Fees, item 3): 

PCT-EASY:1 EUR 64
Search fee: See Annex D(EP) 

[Continued on next page]

______________ 
1  Where the request is filed in PCT-EASY format together with a PCT-EASY diskette and the receiving Office accepts such filings,

the total amount of the international filing fee is reduced (see PCT Gazette No. 51/1998, pages 17330 and 17332, and No. 41/2006, 
page 19092, Schedule of Fees, item 3(a)). 
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 C Receiving Offices C
MT INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY REGISTRATIONS 

DIRECTORATE, COMMERCE DIVISION, 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE, ECONOMY 

AND INVESTMENT 
[Continued]

MT

Fees payable to the receiving Office 
(cont’d):

Currency: Euro (EUR) 

Fee for priority document 
(PCT Rule 17.1(b)): EUR 11.65 
Fee for requesting restoration of the right 
of priority (PCT Rule 26bis.3(d)): EUR 23.29 

Is an agent required by 
the receiving Office? 

No, if the applicant resides in a State member of the European 
Union or a State party to the Agreement on the European Economic 
Area
Yes, if he is a non-resident 

Who can act as agent? Any natural or legal person resident in a State member of the 
European Union or a State party to the Agreement on the European 
Economic Area 

Waiver of power of attorney: 
Has the Office waived the requirement 
that a separate power of attorney be 
submitted? Yes 
Particular instances in which a separate 
power of attorney is required: 

Where an agent or a common representative who is not indicated on 
the request form at the time of filing performs any action after filing; 
or in case of doubt as to the agent’s entitlement to act. 

Has the Office waived the requirement 
that a copy of a general power of 
attorney be submitted? Yes 
Particular instances in which a copy of a 
general power of attorney is required: 

Where an agent or a common representative who is not indicated on 
the request form at the time of filing performs any action after filing; 
or in case of doubt as to the agent’s entitlement to act. 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

AU Australia 

Pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(d), a new equivalent amount in Korean won (KRW) has been 
established for the search fee for an international search carried out by the Australian Patent 
Office.  This amount, applicable from 15 September 2008, is KRW 1,590,000. 

[Updating of Annex D(AU) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITIES 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITIES 

AT Austria 

Agreement between the Federal Minister of Transport, Innovation and Technology of the 
Republic of Austria and the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization1 – Amendment to Annex A 

The Austrian Patent Office has notified the International Bureau, in accordance with 
Article 11(3)(i) of the above-mentioned Agreement, of amendments to Annex A thereof.  These 
amendments will enter into force on 1 January 2009.  The amended Annex A will read as 
follows: 

“Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act:  
the States regarded as developing countries in conformity with the established 
practice of the General Assembly of the United Nations, provided that the Republic 
of Austria, in accordance with its obligations undertaken within the framework of 
the European Patent Organisation, has concluded with those States an agreement for 
that purpose; 

 (ii) the following languages which it will accept: 
English, French, German, Hungarian, Russian.” 

FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

IS Iceland 

The Icelandic Patent Office has notified new amounts of fees, in Icelandic kronur (ISK), 
payable to it as receiving Office and as designated (or elected) Office.  These amounts, applicable 
since 1 March 2008, are as follows: 

Transmittal fee: ISK 7,700 

National fee:  
 Basic fee: ISK 39,500 
 Claim fee for each claim in excess of 10: ISK 1,900 
 Additional fee for late furnishing of  
 translation: [No change] 
 Annual fees for the first three years: ISK 11,100 

[Updating of Annex C(IS) and of the National Chapter, Summary (IS), of the  
PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

                                                 
1  Available on the WIPO website at:  www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/agreements/ag_at.pdf. 
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JP Japan 
IB International Bureau 

For the purposes of the payment of fees to the International Bureau as receiving Office, a 
new equivalent amount in Swiss francs (CHF) has been established for the search fee 
(PCT Rule 16) for an international search carried out by the Japan Patent Office.  This amount, 
applicable from 1 September 2008, is CHF 926. 

[Updating of Annex D(JP) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

KR Republic of Korea 

Pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(d), a new equivalent amount in US dollars (USD) has been 
established for the search fee for an international search carried out by the Korean Intellectual 
Property Office.  This amount, applicable from 15 October 2008, is USD 220. 

[Updating of Annex D(KR) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

PT Portugal 

The National Institute of Industrial Property (Portugal) has notified new amounts of 
fees, in euro (EUR), payable to it as receiving Office and as designated (or elected) Office.  
These amounts, applicable since 1 July 2008, are as follows: 

Transmittal fee: EUR 34.34 

Fee for priority document   
(PCT Rule 17.1(b)): EUR 40.06 

National fee:  
 For patent and for utility model:  
  Filing fee: EUR 125.92 
  Examination fee: EUR 228.93 
  Fee for submission of any document: EUR 5.73 

[Updating of Annex C(PT) and of the National Chapter, Summary (PT), of the PCT 
Applicant’s Guide] 
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RECEIVING OFFICES 

AO Angola 
IB International Bureau 

Pursuant to PCT Rule 19.1(b), the Angolan Institute of Industrial Property has notified 
the International Bureau that it delegates its functions as receiving Office to the International 
Bureau, with effect since 27 December 2007. 

The International Bureau acting for the Angolan Institute of Industrial Property has 
specified the Austrian Patent Office and the European Patent Office (EPO) as competent 
International Searching and International Preliminary Examining Authorities for international 
applications filed by nationals and residents of Angola with the International Bureau as receiving 
Office, with effect since 27 December 2007. 

[Updating of Annex C(IB) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

BH Bahrain 

The Directorate of Industrial Property has specified the European Patent Office (EPO) as 
competent International Searching and International Preliminary Examining Authority for 
international applications filed by nationals and residents of Bahrain with the Directorate of 
Industrial Property as receiving Office, with effect since 18 March 2007. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITIES 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITIES 

AU Australia 

Agreement between the Government of Australia and the International Bureau of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization1 – Amendment to Annex A 

The Australian Patent Office has notified the International Bureau, in accordance with 
Article 11(3)(i) of the above-mentioned Agreement, of amendments to Annex A thereof.  These 
amendments will enter into force on 1 September 2008.  The amended Annex A will read as 
follows: 

“Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act: 
Australia, New Zealand and  
by arrangement, the States regarded as developing countries in conformity with the 
established practice of the General Assembly of the United Nations;  and 
any State that the Authority will specify; 

 (ii) the following language: 
English.” 

INFORMATION ON CONTRACTING STATES 

AT Austria 

The Austrian Patent Office has notified an additional e-mail address, as follows:   

pct@patentamt.at (for all PCT matters relating to specific international applications) 

[Updating of Annex B1(AT) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

                                                 
1  Available on the WIPO website at:  www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/agreements/ag_au.pdf. 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

AT Austria 

The Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization has established a 
new equivalent amount of the search fee (PCT Rule 16) in US dollars (USD), payable for an 
international search carried out by the Austrian Patent Office for the purposes of certain 
receiving Offices which have specified the US dollar (USD) as a currency of payment or use the 
US dollar (USD) as a basis for calculating the equivalent amount in their national currency.  The 
new amount, applicable from 1 November 2008, is USD 314. 

[Updating of Annex D(AT) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

AU Australia 

Pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(d), a new equivalent amount in New Zealand dollars (NZD) 
has been established for the search fee for an international search carried out by the Australian 
Patent Office.  This amount, applicable from 1 November 2008, is NZD 2,029. 

[Updating of Annex D(AU) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

ZA South Africa 

New equivalent amounts in South African rand (ZAR) have been established for the 
international filing fee, pursuant to PCT Rule 15.2(d), as well as for one of the reductions under 
item 3 of the PCT Schedule of Fees.  These amounts, applicable from 1 November 2008, are as 
follows: 

International filing fee: ZAR 10,030 

 Reduction (under PCT Schedule   
 of Fees, item 3): 
  PCT-EASY: ZAR 750 

[Updating of Annex C(ZA) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(d), a new equivalent amount in pounds sterling (GBP) has 
been established for the search fee for an international search carried out by the European 
Patent Office (EPO).  This amount, applicable from 1 November 2008, is GBP 1,352. 

[Updating of Annex D(EP) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

INFORMATION ON CONTRACTING STATES 

AO Angola 

General information on Angola as a Contracting State is given in Annex B1(AO), which is 
published on the following page. 
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 B1 Information on Contracting States B1
AO ANGOLA AO

General information 

Name of Office: Instituto Angolano da Propriedade Industrial 
Angolan Institute of Industrial Property 

Location and mailing address: Rua Serqueira Lukoki No. 25, 6o Andar, Caixa Postal 3840, Luanda, 
Angola 

Telephone: (244-222) 33 29 74 
Facsimile machine: (244-222) 33 29 74 
E-mail: iapi@iapi.gv.ao 
Internet: www.iapi.gv.ao 

Does the Office accept the filing 
of documents by means of 
telecommunication (PCT Rule 92.4)? Yes, by facsimile machine 

Which kinds of documents 
may be so transmitted? All kinds of documents 
Must the original of the document 
be furnished in all cases? No, only upon invitation 

Would the Office accept evidence of 
mailing a document, in case of loss or 
delay, where a delivery service other 
than the postal authorities is used 
(PCT Rule 82.1)? Yes 

Competent receiving Office for nationals 
and residents of Angola: International Bureau of WIPO (see Annex C) 

Competent designated (or elected) Office 
if Angola is designated (or elected): Angolan Institute of Industrial Property 

May Angola be elected? Yes (bound by Chapter II of the PCT) 

Types of protection available via the PCT: Patents, utility models, certificates of addition 

Provisions of the law of Angola 
concerning international-type search: None 

Provisional protection after international 
publication: None 

Information of interest if Angola is designated (or elected) 

Time when the name and address of the 
inventor must be given if Angola is 
designated (or elected): 

Must be in the request. If the data concerning the inventor are 
missing at the expiration of the time limit under PCT Article 22 
or 39(1), the Office will invite the applicant to comply with the 
requirement within a time limit fixed in the invitation. 

Are there special provisions concerning 
the deposit of microorganisms and other 
biological material? No 
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FILING AND PROCESSING IN ELECTRONIC FORM OF INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATIONS:  NOTIFICATION BY RECEIVING OFFICES  

CA Canada 

Since 7 January 2002, any receiving Office having the adequate technical systems in place 
is able to accept the filing of international applications in electronic form in accordance with 
Part 7 and Annex F of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT containing, respectively, the 
legal framework and technical standard necessary to enable the implementation of filing and 
processing in electronic form of international applications, as provided for under PCT 
Rule 89bis.1. 

On 13 August 2008, the Canadian Intellectual Property Office, in its capacity as 
receiving Office, notified the International Bureau, under PCT Rule 89bis.1(d) and 
Section 710(a) of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT, that it is prepared to receive and 
process international applications in electronic form with effect from 29 September 2008, as 
follows: 

“As to electronic document formats (Section 710(a)(i)): 

– XML (in general;  see Annex F, section 3.1.1.1) 
– WIPO Standard ST.25 (for sequence listings;  see Annex F, section 3.1.1.2, and 
Annex C) 
– ASCII (for sequence listings;  see Annex F, section 3.1.1.3, and Annex C) 
– PDF (for files that are referenced by XML files within the international application;  see 
Annex F, section 3.1.2)  
– TIFF (for files that are referenced by XML files within the international application;  see 
Annex F, section 3.1.3.1)  

As to means of transmittal (Section 710(a)(i)): 

– online filing (see Annex F, section 5 and Appendix III, section 2(d)) – the WASP is 
prepared using the PCT-SAFE software, however it is then uploaded and submitted to the 
receiving Office through the CIPO website (www.cipo.gc.ca) 
– filing on one of the following physical media:  CD-R, DVD-R or 3.5 inch diskette (see 
Annex F, section 5.2.1, Appendix III, section 2(e) and Appendix IV, sections 4.1, 4.3 
and 4.5) 

As to electronic document packaging (Section 710(a)(i)): 

– WASP (Wrapped and Signed Package;  see Annex F, section 4.2.1) 
– WAD (Wrapped Application Documents;  see Annex F, section 4.1.1) only for filing on 
a physical medium 

As to electronic filing software (Section 710(a)(i)): 

– PCT-SAFE software 
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As to types of electronic signature (Section 710(a)(i)): 

– facsimile, text string and click wrap types of signatures (see Annex F, sections 3.3.1 
to 3.3.3) 
– enhanced electronic signature (see Annex F, section 3.3.4) 

As to conditions, rules and procedures relating to electronic receipt 
(Section 710(a)(ii)): 

The acknowledgement of receipt of any purported international application filed in 
electronic form with the Office will contain, in addition to the mandatory information 
required under Section 704(a)(i) to (iv), the names and sizes of the electronic files received 
(see Section 704(a)(v)) and the dates of creation of the electronic files received (see 
Section 704(a)(vi)). 

The Office will make every effort to accept an international application in electronic form.  
It is only if the application is not sent in accordance with the E-filing interoperability 
protocol (see Annex F, section 5.1) that no acknowledgement of receipt will be generated.  
Other errors, such as the use of outdated certificates (see Annex F, Appendix II, 
section 4.4.7), applications infected by viruses or other forms of malicious logic (see 
Section 708(b)) or certain missing files, are notified to the applicant by inclusion in the 
notification of receipt. 

Where it appears that the notification of receipt sent to the applicant by electronic means of 
transmittal was not successfully transmitted, the Office will promptly retransmit the 
notification of receipt by the same or another means (see Section 709(b)). 

As to methods of online payment (Section 710(a)(ii)): 

Online payment is not available through the PCT-SAFE software.  Online payment by 
credit card is possible through the CIPO website (www.cipo.gc.ca). 

As to details concerning help desks (Section 710(a)(ii)): 

For questions concerning the preparation of the international application in electronic 
format using the PCT-SAFE software, contact WIPO directly: 

– by telephone at (+41-22) 338 95 23 
– by facsimile at (+41-22) 338 80 40 
– through the WIPO website (www.wipo.int/tools/en/contacts/index.jsp?area=pct-safe) 

CIPO has put in place a help desk to answer questions from users relating to the uploading 
and submission of the international application through the CIPO website.  The help desk 
will be available between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm Monday to Friday excluding official 
holidays.  The help desk may be contacted: 

– by telephone at (866) 997 1936 (in Canada) or  
(+819) 934 0544 (international) 
– by facsimile at (+819) 953 2476 
– through the CIPO website:  
http://napoleon.ic.gc.ca/cipo/internet.nsf/EnglishCall?OpenForm 
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As to the kinds of documents which may be transmitted to the Office in electronic 
form (Section 710(a)(iii)): 

– international applications 

As to the filing of documents in pre-conversion format (Section 710(a)(iv)): 

The Office will accept the filing of documents in any pre-conversion format together with 
the international application. 

As to procedures for notification of applicants and procedures which applicants may 
follow as alternatives when the electronic systems of the Office are not available 
(Section 710(a)(v)): 

In case of failure of the electronic systems when an international application is filed with it, 
the Office will use all means available, such as fax or e-mail, to inform the applicant about 
procedures to follow as alternatives. 

The Office will provide information concerning the availability of the online filing system 
on its website (www.cipo.gc.ca). 

As to the certification authorities that are accepted by the Office and the electronic 
addresses of the certificate policies under which certificates are issued (Section 
710(a)(vi)): 

– WIPO customer CA (www.wipo.int/pct-safe/en/certificates.htm) 

As to the procedures relating to access to the files of international applications filed or 
stored in electronic form (Section 710(a)(vii)): 

No online file inspection by applicants is provided for at present.” 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITIES 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITIES 

CN China 

Agreement between the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of China 
and the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization1 – 
Amendment to Annex A 

The State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of China has notified 
the International Bureau, in accordance with Article 11(3)(i) of the above-mentioned Agreement, 
of an amendment to Annex A thereof.  This amendment has been effective since 
27 December 2007.  The amended Annex A reads as follows: 

“Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act: 

China, Angola, Ghana, India, Kenya, Liberia, Turkey, Zimbabwe 

and any State that the Authority will specify; 

 (ii) [no change]” 

                                                 
1 Available on the WIPO website at:  www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/agreements/ag_cn.pdf. 
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US United States of America 

Agreement between the United States Patent and Trademark Office and the International 
Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization2 – Amendment to Annex A 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has notified the International 
Bureau, in accordance with Article 11(3)(i) of the above-mentioned Agreement, of amendments 
to Annex A thereof.  These amendments enter into force on 25 September 2008.  The amended 
Annex A reads as follows: 

“Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act, so far as Article 3(1) is concerned: 

United States of America, Barbados, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Egypt, 
Guatemala, India, Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, Philippines, Saint Lucia, South 
Africa, Trinidad and Tobago; 

 (ii) the following States for which it will act, so far as Article 3(2) is concerned: 

United States of America and,  
where the Authority has prepared the international search report, Barbados, Brazil, 
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Guatemala, India, Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, 
Philippines, Saint Lucia, South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago; 

 (iii) [no change]” 

RECEIVING OFFICES 

AO Angola 
IB International Bureau 

The International Bureau acting for the Angolan Institute of Industrial Property has 
specified the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of China as competent 
International Searching and International Preliminary Examining Authority for international 
applications filed by nationals and residents of Angola with the International Bureau as receiving 
Office, with effect since 27 December 2007. 

[Updating of Annex C(IB) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

GT Guatemala 

The Registry of Intellectual Property has specified the Austrian Patent Office and the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) as competent International Searching and 
International Preliminary Examining Authorities for international applications filed by nationals 
and residents of Guatemala with the Registry of Intellectual Property as receiving Office. 

                                                 
2 Available on the WIPO website at:  www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/agreements/ag_us.pdf. 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

CA Canada 

Following the notification by the Canadian Intellectual Property Office that it is prepared 
to receive and process international applications in electronic form with effect from 
29 September 2008 (see Official Notices (PCT Gazette) of 4 September 2008, pages 115 et seq.), 
equivalent amounts in Canadian dollars (CAD) have been established for two of the reductions 
under item 3 of the PCT Schedule of Fees, with effect from the same date, as follows: 

Reductions (under PCT Schedule   
of Fees, item 3): 
 Electronic filing (the request in   
 character coded format): CAD 194 
 Electronic filing (the request, description,   
 claims and abstract in character   
 coded format): CAD 291 

[Updating of Annex C(CA) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(d), a new equivalent amount in Icelandic kronur (ISK) has 
been established for the search fee for an international search carried out by the European 
Patent Office (EPO).  This amount, applicable from 1 November 2008, is ISK 207,000. 

[Updating of Annex D(EP) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

SE Sweden 

The Swedish Patent and Registration Office has notified the International Bureau of a 
new equivalent amount of the search fee in Icelandic kronur (ISK), payable for an international 
search carried out by the Office.  This amount, applicable from 1 November 2008, is 
ISK 207,000. 

[Updating of Annex D(SE) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

AU Australia 

The Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization has established a 
new equivalent amount of the search fee (PCT Rule 16) in US dollars (USD), payable for an 
international search carried out by the Australian Patent Office for the purposes of certain 
receiving Offices which have specified the US dollar (USD) as a currency of payment or use the 
US dollar (USD) as a basis for calculating the equivalent amount in their national currency.  The 
new amount, applicable from 1 December 2008, is USD 1,302. 

[Updating of Annex D(AU) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

SG Singapore 

New equivalent amounts in Singapore dollars (SGD) have been established for the 
international filing fee and the fee per sheet in excess of 30, pursuant to PCT Rule 15.2(d), as 
well as for one of the reductions under item 3 of the PCT Schedule of Fees.   These amounts, 
applicable from 1 December 2008, are as follows: 

International filing fee: SGD 1,708 

 Fee per sheet in excess of 30: SGD 19 

 Reductions (under Schedule  
 of Fees, item 3): 
  PCT-EASY: SGD  128 

[Updating of Annex C(SG) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

AU Australia 

Pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(d), a new equivalent amount in South African rand (ZAR) has 
been established for the search fee for an international search carried out by the Australian 
Patent Office.  This amount, applicable from 1 January 2009, is ZAR 10,540. 

[Updating of Annex D(AU) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

US United States of America 

New equivalent amounts in US dollars (USD) have been established for the international 
filing fee and the fee per sheet in excess of 30, pursuant to PCT Rule 15.2(d), as well as for the 
reductions under item 3 of the PCT Schedule of Fees.  These amounts, applicable from 
1 January 2009, are as follows: 

International filing fee: USD 1,210 

 Fee per sheet in excess of 30: USD 14 

 Reductions (under PCT Schedule   
 of Fees, item 3): 
  PCT-EASY: USD 91 
  Electronic filing (the request not  
  in character coded format): USD 91 
  Electronic filing (the request  
  in character coded format): USD 182 
  Electronic filing (the request,  
  description, claims and abstract  
  in character coded format): USD 273 

[Updating of Annexes C(AM), C(AP), C(AZ), C(BW), C(BY), C(BZ), C(CO), C(CR), 
C(CU), C(DO), C(EA), C(EC), C(EG), C(GE), C(GH), C(IB), C(IL), C(IN), C(KE), C(KG), 
C(KZ), C(LR), C(MD), C(NI), C(PG), C(PH), C(RU), C(SC), C(SY), C(TJ), C(TM), C(TT), 
C(UA), C(US), C(UZ), C(ZM) and C(ZW) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

AU Australia 
IB International Bureau 

For the purposes of the payment of fees to the International Bureau as receiving Office, a 
new equivalent amount in euro (EUR) has been established for the search fee (PCT Rule 16) for 
an international search carried out by the Australian Patent Office.  This amount, applicable 
from 15 December 2008, is EUR 919. 

[Updating of Annex D(AU) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

US United States of America 

Pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(d), a new equivalent amount in New Zealand dollars (NZD) 
has been established for the search fee for an international search carried out by the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO).  This amount, applicable from 1 January 2009, 
is NZD 2,700. 

[Updating of Annex D(US) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

US United States of America  
IB International Bureau 

For the purposes of the payment of fees to the International Bureau as receiving Office, a 
new equivalent amount in euro (EUR) has been established for the search fee (PCT Rule 16) for 
an international search carried out by the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO).  This amount, applicable from 15 December 2008, is EUR 1,225. 

[Updating of Annex D(US) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY RECEIVING OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 26bis.3(j) 

PT Portugal 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT Rule 26bis.3(j) 
(see PCT Gazette No. 22/2006, page 15988), the National Institute of Industrial Property, in 
its capacity as receiving Office, has notified the International Bureau that it has withdrawn the 
said notification with effect since 1 October 2008.  PCT Rule 26bis.3(a) to (i) therefore applies 
since that date. 

[Updating of Annex C(PT) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY DESIGNATED OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 49ter.1(g) 

PT Portugal 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT 
Rule 49ter.1(g) (see PCT Gazette No. 22/2006, page 15990), the National Institute of 
Industrial Property, in its capacity as designated Office, has notified the International Bureau 
that it has withdrawn the said notification with effect since 1 October 2008.  PCT Rule 49ter.1(a) 
to (f) therefore applies since that date. 

WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY DESIGNATED OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 49ter.2(h) 

PT Portugal 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT 
Rule 49ter.2(h) (see PCT Gazette No. 22/2006, page 15990), the National Institute of 
Industrial Property, in its capacity as designated Office, has notified the International Bureau 
that it has withdrawn the said notification with effect since 1 October 2008.  PCT Rule 49ter.2(a) 
to (g) therefore applies since that date. 

[Updating of the National Chapter, Summary (PT) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

AU Australia 

Pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(d), a new equivalent amount in Singapore dollars (SGD) has 
been established for the search fee for an international search carried out by the Australian 
Patent Office.  This amount, applicable from 1 January 2009, is SGD 1,870. 

Furthermore, the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization has 
established a new equivalent amount of the search fee (PCT Rule 16) in Swiss francs (CHF), 
payable for an international search carried out by the Australian Patent Office for the purposes 
of certain receiving Offices which have specified the Swiss franc (CHF) as a currency of payment 
or use the Swiss franc (CHF) as a basis for calculating the equivalent amount in their national 
currency.  The new amount, applicable from 1 January 2009, is CHF 1,425. 

[Updating of Annex D(AU) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

EP European Patent Organization 

Pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(d), new equivalent amounts in US dollars (USD) and South 
African rand (ZAR) have been established for the search fee for an international search carried 
out by the European Patent Office (EPO).  These amounts, applicable from 1 January 2009, are 
USD 2,410 and ZAR 19,450, respectively. 

[Updating of Annex D(EP) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

ES Spain 

The Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization has established a 
new equivalent amount of the search fee in US dollars (USD), payable for an international search 
carried out by the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office for the purposes of certain receiving 
Offices which have specified the US dollar (USD) as a currency of payment or use the US dollar 
(USD) as a basis for calculating the equivalent amount in the national currency.  This amount, 
applicable from 1 January 2009, is USD 2,410. 

[Updating of Annex D(ES) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

SE Sweden 

The Swedish Patent and Registration Office has notified the International Bureau of a 
new equivalent amount of the search fee in US dollars (USD), payable for an international search 
carried out by the Office.  This amount, applicable from 1 January 2009, is USD 2,410. 

[Updating of Annex D(SE) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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RECEIVING OFFICES 

US United States of America 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has specified (subject to 
certain limitations) the Australian Patent Office as competent International Searching and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority for international applications filed by nationals 
and residents of the United States of America with the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) as receiving Office, with effect from 1 November 2008. 

The Australian Patent Office will act as an International Preliminary Examining Authority 
only if the international search is being, or has been, performed by the Australian Patent Office. 

The Australian Patent Office will not be a competent International Searching or 
International Preliminary Examining Authority for international applications filed by nationals 
and residents of the United States of America with the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) as receiving Office where such applications contain one or more claims relating to 
mechanical engineering or analogous fields of technology. 

The full list of excluded subject matter, as agreed between the Australian Patent Office and 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), is defined by International Patent 
Classification class, as follows: 

“A01- AGRICULTURE;  FORESTRY;  ANIMAL HUSBANDRY;  HUNTING;  
TRAPPING;  FISHING, all classes except A01H, A01N, A01P  
(ie new plants or processes of obtaining them thereof, Preservation of 
human, animals bodies or plants, biocidal, pest repellent, pest attractant or 
plant growth regulatory activity of chemical compounds or preparations) 

A21- BAKING;  EQUIPMENT FOR MAKING OR PROCESSING DOUGHS;  
DOUGHS FOR BAKING all classes except A21D, (ie Treatment of flour 
or dough for baking) 

A22- BUTCHERING;  MEAT TREATMENT;  PROCESSING POULTRY OR 
FISH 

A23N- MACHINES OR APPARATUS FOR TREATING HARVESTED FRUIT, 
VEGETABLES OR FLOWER BULBS IN BULK 

A23P- SHAPING OR WORKING OF FOODSTUFFS 

A24- TOBACCO;  CIGARS;  CIGARETTES 

A41-47 PERSONAL AND DOMESTIC ARTICLES (eg. headgear (A42), footwear 
(A43), haberdashery (A44)) 

A61- MEDICAL OR VETERINARY SCIENCE, all classes except A61K, 
A61L, A61P and A61Q (ie preparations for medical, dental or toilet 
purposes, methods, apparatus for sterilising materials or objects, chemical 
aspects of bandages, dressings, absorbent pads, or surgical articles, 
therapeutic activity of chemical compounds, use of cosmetics or similar 
toilet preparations) 

A62- LIFE-SAVING all classes except A62D (ie chemical means for 
extinguishing  fires,   processes  for  making  harmful  chemical  substances 



Official Notices (PCT Gazette) – 23 October 2008 

132 

 harmless, or less harmful, by effecting a chemical change, composition of 
 materials for coverings or clothing for protecting against harmful chemical 
agents;  composition of materials for transparent parts of gas-masks, 
respirators, breathing bags or helmets;  composition of chemical materials 
for use in breathing apparatus) 

A63- SPORTS;  GAMES;  AMUSEMENTS 

B06- GENERATING OR TRANSMITTING MECHANICAL VIBRATIONS IN 
GENERAL 

B21, B23-B27 all except B23K (ie soldering or unsoldering;  welding;  cladding or plating 
by soldering or welding;  cutting by applying heat locally, e.g. flame 
cutting;  working by laser beam) 

B31- MAKING PAPER ARTICLE WORKING PAPER 

B60-B68 all except B60L, B60M and B60Q (ie electric equipment or propulsion of 
electrically-propelled vehicles;  magnetic suspension or levitation for 
vehicles;  electrodynamic brake systems for vehicles, in general, power 
supply lines, or devices along rails, for electrically-propelled vehicles, 
arrangement of signalling or lighting devices, the mounting or supporting 
thereof or circuits therefor, for vehicles in general) 

D01-D07 Textiles all except D06L, D06M, D06N, D06P, D06Q (ie bleaching, 
treatment of fabrics, dyeing or printing textiles, decorating textiles) 

E01-E06 FIXED CONSTRUCTION 

E21- EARTH OR ROCK DRILLING;  MINING 

F01-F04 MACHINES  

F15-F17 ENGINEERING ELEMENTS, ACTUATORS, STORAGE OR 
DISTRIBUTION OF GASES OR LIQUIDS  

F41-F42 WEAPONS, AMMUNITION 

G04- HOROLOGY 

G06- COMPUTING;  Calculating;  Counting 

G10- MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 

G11- INFORMATION STORAGE” 

[Updating of Annex C(US) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

INFORMATION ON CONTRACTING STATES  
RECEIVING OFFICES  
DESIGNATED (OR ELECTED) OFFICES 

BH Bahrain 

General information on Bahrain as a Contracting State, as well as information on the 
requirements of the National Patent Office as receiving Office and as designated (or elected) 
Office, is given in Annexes B1(BH) and C(BH) and in the Summary of the National Chapter 
(BH), which are published on the following pages. 
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B1 Information on Contracting States B1
BH BAHRAIN BH

General information 

Name of Office: National Patent Office 

Location: Diplomatic Area, Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 5479, Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain 

Telephone: (973-17) 53 03 35 
Facsimile machine: (973-17) 53 64 79 
E-mail: ip@commerce.gov.bh 
Internet: www.moic.gov.bh 

Does the Office accept the filing 
of documents by means of 
telecommunication (PCT Rule 92.4)? Yes, by facsimile machine 

Which kinds of documents 
may be so transmitted? All kinds of documents 
Must the original of the document 
be furnished in all cases? Yes, within 14 days from the date of the transmission 

Would the Office accept evidence of 
mailing a document, in case of loss or 
delay, where a delivery service other than 
the postal authorities is used 
(PCT Rule 82.1)? 

Yes, provided that the delivery service is Aramex, DHL, Federal 
Express or TNT 

Competent receiving Office for nationals 
and residents of Bahrain: 

National Patent Office or International Bureau of WIPO, at the 
choice of the applicant (see Annex C) 

Competent designated (or elected) Office 
if Bahrain is designated (or elected): National Patent Office (see National Phase) 

May Bahrain be elected? Yes (bound by Chapter II of the PCT) 

Types of protection available via the PCT: Patents, utility models (a utility model may be sought in addition to a 
national patent) 

Provisions of the law of Bahrain 
concerning international-type search: None 

Provisional protection after 
international publication: None 

Information of interest if Bahrain is designated (or elected) 

Time when the name and address 
of the inventor must be given 
if Bahrain is designated (or elected): 

May be in the request or may be furnished later. If not already 
complied with within the time limit applicable under PCT Article 22 
or 39(1), the Office will invite the applicant to comply with the 
requirement within two months from the date of the invitation. 

Are there special provisions concerning 
the deposit of microorganisms and other 
biological material?  No 
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C Receiving Offices C
BH NATIONAL PATENT OFFICE BH
Competent receiving Office 
for nationals and residents of: Bahrain 

Language in which international 
applications may be filed: Arabic or English1

Language in which the request  
may be filed: Arabic or English 

Number of copies required 
by the receiving Office: 3 

Does the receiving Office accept the filing 
of international applications with requests 
in PCT-EASY format?2 No 

Does the receiving Office accept requests 
for restoration of the right of priority 
(PCT Rule 26bis.3)? Yes, the Office applies the “due care” criterion to such requests 

Competent International 
Searching Authority: 

Austrian Patent Office, European Patent Office or the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority: 

Austrian Patent Office, European Patent Office or the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Fees payable to the receiving Office: Currency:  Bahraini dinar (BHD) and US dollar (USD) 
Transmittal fee: BHD 70 
International filing fee:3 USD 1,338 (1,210)4

Fee per sheet in excess of 30:3  USD 15  (14)4

Search fee: See Annex D(AT), (EP) or (US) 
Fee for priority document 
(PCT Rule 17.1(b)): 

BHD 2 for natural persons 
BHD 4 for legal persons 

Fee for requesting restoration of the 
right of priority 
(PCT Rule 26bis.3(d)): None 

Is an agent required by 
the receiving Office? 

No, if the applicant resides in Bahrain 
Yes, if he is a non-resident 

Who can act as agent? Any attorney or lawyer registered in Bahrain 

Waiver of power of attorney: 
Has the Office waived the requirement 
that a separate power of attorney be 
submitted? No 
Has the Office waived the requirment 
that a copy of a general power of 
attorney be submitted? No 

______________ 
1  If the language in which the international application is filed is not accepted by the International Searching Authority 

(see Annex D), the applicant will have to furnish a translation (PCT Rule 12.3); currently Arabic is not accepted by any of the
International Searching Authorities. 

2  Where the request is filed in PCT-EASY format together with a PCT-EASY diskette and the receiving Office accepts such filings,
the total amount of the international filing fee is reduced (see PCT Gazette No. 51/1998, pages 17330 and 17332, and No. 41/2006, 
page 19092, Schedule of Fees, item 3(a)). 

3  This fee is reduced by 90% if certain conditions apply (see corresponding footnote to Annex C(IB)).  For further details, see
Official Notices (PCT Gazette) dated 29 May 2008, page 69, Schedule of Fees, item 4. 

4  The amount in parentheses is applicable as from 1 January 2009. 
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SUMMARY Designated
(or elected) Office 

SUMMARY

BH NATIONAL PATENT OFFICE BH
Summary of requirements for entry into the national phase 

Time limits applicable for entry into the 
national phase: 

Under PCT Article 22(1): 30 months from the priority date  
Under PCT Article 39(1)(a): 30 months from the priority date  

Translation of international application 
required into:1 Arabic or English 

Required contents of the translation for 
entry into the national phase:1

Under PCT Article 22:  Request, description, claims (if amended, 
both as originally filed and as amended), any text matter of
drawings, abstract 
Under PCT Article 39(1):  Request, description, claims, any text 
matter of drawings, abstract (if any of those parts has been amended, 
both as originally filed and as amended by the annexes to the 
international preliminary examination report) 

Is a copy of the international application 
required? No 

National fee: Currency: Bahraini dinar (BHD) 
For patent: 
 Filing fee:1 BHD 80 (40)2

 Second annual fee: BHD 80 (40)2

 Publication fee: BHD 100 (50)2

 Search fee: BHD 40 (20)2

 Examination fee: According to actual cost 
For utility model: 
 Filing fee:1 BHD …3

Exemptions, reductions or refunds of the 
national fee: None 

[Continued on next page]

______________ 
1  Must be furnished or paid within the time limit applicable under PCT Article 22 or 39(1). 
2  The amount in parentheses is payable in case of filing by an individual. 
3  The amount of this fee is not yet known.  It will be fixed in the near future.  The Office should be consulted for the applicable fee 

amount.
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SUMMARY Designated

(or elected) Office 
SUMMARY

BH NATIONAL PATENT OFFICE 
[Continued]

BH

Special requirements of the Office 
(PCT Rule 51bis):4

Name and address of the inventor if they have not been furnished in 
the “Request” part of the international application5

Statement justifying the applicant’s right to the patent where the 
applicant is not the inventor5

Document evidencing a change of name of the applicant if the 
change occurred after the international filing date and has not been 
reflected in a notification from the International Bureau 
(Form PCT/IB/306) 
Appointment of an agent if the applicant is not a resident of Bahrain
An instrument appointing the agent (authorization or power of
attorney) is required 
International application and translation thereof to be furnished in 
two copies  
Verification of translation of the international application 
Furnishing, where applicable, of a nucleotide and/or amino acid 
sequence listing in electronic form 

Who can act as agent? Any attorney or lawyer registered in Bahrain 

Does the Office accept requests for 
restoration of the right of priority 
(PCT Rule 49ter.2)? Yes, the Office applies the “due care” criterion to such requests 

______________  
4  If not already complied with within the time limit applicable under PCT Article 22 or 39(1), the Office will invite the applicant to 

comply with the requirement within a time limit of two months from the date of receipt of the invitation. 
5  This requirement may be satisfied if the corresponding declaration has been made in accordance with PCT Rule 4.17. 




