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INFORMATION ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

JP Japan

Pursuant to PCT Rule 82.1(d), the Japan Patent Office will accept evidence of mailing a
document, in case of loss or delay, where a delivery service other than the postal authorities is
used, as from 1 October 2007.  The delivery service must satisfy the prescribed criteria and be
approved by the Japanese Minister for Internal Affairs and Communications, under the Japanese
Law Concerning Correspondence Delivery Provided by Private-Sector-Operators.

[Updating of Annex B1(JP) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide]

REQUEST IN PCT-EASY FORMAT:  RECEIVING OFFICES PREPARED TO ACCEPT
FILINGS

FI Finland

The National Board of Patents and Registration of Finland has notified the International
Bureau that, with effect from 1 January 2008, PCT-EASY applications (filed on paper and
accompanied by the request form data and abstract on a physical medium) filed with the Office
will no longer be accepted.  Furthermore, from 1 January 2008, no international application filed
with the Office as receiving Office will benefit from the fee reduction applicable to PCT-EASY
applications.

[Updating of Annex C(FI) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide]

FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT

US United States of America

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has notified that it will not
require a fee for the priority document (PCT Rule 17.1(b)) for international applications filed
with it as receiving Office on or after 31 August 2007.

[Updating of Annex C(US) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide]
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RESTORATION OF RIGHT OF PRIORITY UNDER PCT RULE 26bis.3

CN China

Under PCT Rule 26bis.3(i), the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s
Republic of China, in its capacity as receiving Office, has informed the International Bureau that
it applies both the “unintentionality” and the “due care” criteria to requests for restoration of the
right of priority.

[Updating of Annex C(CN) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide]

RECEIVING OFFICES

BE Belgium

The Intellectual Property Office (Belgium) has notified the deletion of fee stamps as a
means of payment of the fee for the priority document (PCT Rule 17.1(b)).  Consequently, the
term “in fee stamps” has been changed to “in fiscal duties”.

[Updating of Annex C(BE) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide]
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CONTRACTING STATES

States Party to the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)

AO Angola

On 27 September 2007, Angola deposited its instrument of accession to the PCT and on
27 December 2007, will become bound by the PCT.

Consequently, any international application filed on or after 27 December 2007 will
automatically include the designation of Angola (country code:  AO).

Angola will be bound by Chapter II of the PCT and will automatically be elected in any
demand for international preliminary examination filed in respect of an international application
filed on or after 27 December  2007.  Furthermore, nationals and residents of Angola will be
entitled, as from 27 December  2007, to file international applications under the PCT.

[Updating of Annex A of the PCT Applicant’s Guide]

INFORMATION ON CONTRACTING STATES

BR Brazil

The National Institute of Industrial Property (Brazil) has notified changes in its location
and mailing address, in its telephone and facsimile numbers as well as in its e-mail and Internet
addresses, as follows:

Location and mailing address: DIRPA/gabinete (Patent Directorate)
Rua Mayrinck Veiga, No. 9 – 15° andar
20090-910 Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil

DIRPA/SEPPCT
Praça Maua, No. 7, 8° andar
20083-900 Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil

Telephone: (55-21) 2139 35 92 (DIRPA)
(55-21) 2139 33 18 (SEPPCT)

Facsimile machine: (55-21) 2139 31 94

E-mail: patente@inpi.gov.br

Internet: www.inpi.gov.br

Furthermore, the Office has notified the discontinuance of the use of its teleprinter.

[Updating of Annex B1(BR) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide]
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EG Egypt

The Egyptian Patent Office has notified changes in its telephone and facsimile numbers,
as follows:

Telephone: (202) 2792 12 72

Facsimile machine: (202) 2792 12 73

[Updating of Annex B1(EG) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide]

FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT

BR Brazil

The National Institute of Industrial Property (Brazil) has notified new amounts of fees,
in Brazilian reais (BRR), payable to it as receiving Office (transmittal fee and fee for priority
document) and as designated (or elected) Office, as follows:

Transmittal fee: BRR 305

Fee for priority document 
(PCT Rule 17.1(b)): BRR 95

National fee:
For patent:

Filing fee: BRR 140
First annual fee: BRR 505 (if patent already issued) or

BRR 195 (if patent not already issued)
For utility model:

Filing fee: BRR 140
First annual fee: BRR 260 (if utility model already issued)

or
BRR 130 (if utility model not already

issued)

[Updating of Annex C(BR) and of the National Chapter, Summary (BR) of the PCT
Applicant’s Guide]
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RECEIVING OFFICES

BR Brazil

The National Institute of Industrial Property (Brazil) has notified changes in the address
and facsimile number of the Associação Brasileira dos Agentes de Propriedade Industrial –
ABAPI (Brazilian Association of Industrial Property Agents) from which a list of qualified patent
attorneys may be obtained, as follows:

Av. Rio Branco 100 – 7° Andar, 20040-007 Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil
Facsimile No.: (55-21) 2224 59 42

[Updating of Annex C(BR) and of the National Chapter, Summary (BR) of the PCT
Applicant’s Guide]

INFORMATION ON CONTRACTING STATES
RECEIVING OFFICES

DO Dominican Republic

General information on the Dominican Republic as a Contracting State, as well as
information on the requirements of the National Office of Industrial Property as receiving
Office, is given in Annexes B1(DO) and C(DO), which are published on the following pages.



B1 Information on Contracting States B1

DO DOMINICAN REPUBLIC DO
General information

Name of Office: Oficina Nacional de la Propiedad Industrial
National Office of Industrial Property

Location and mailing address: Ave. Los Próceres, No. 11, Los Jardines del Norte, Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic

Telephone: (809) 567 74 74 (extensions 237, 262)

Facsimile machine: (809) 732 77 58

E-mail: Patentes@onapi.gob.do

Internet: www.onapi.gob.do

Does the Office accept the filing
of documents by means of
telecommunication (PCT Rule 92.4)? Yes, by facsimile machine

Which kinds of documents
may be so transmitted? All kinds of documents

Must the original of the document
be furnished in all cases? Yes, within 14 days from the date of the transmission

Would the Office accept evidence of
mailing a document, in case of loss or
delay, where a delivery service other than
the postal authorities is used
(PCT Rule 82.1)?

Yes, provided that the delivery service is DHL, Federal Express,
INPOSDOM or UPS

Competent receiving Office for
nationals and residents of
the Dominican Republic:

National Office of Industrial Property or International Bureau of
WIPO, at the choice of the applicant (see Annex C)

Competent designated (or elected) Office
if the Dominican Republic is designated
(or elected): National Office of Industrial Property

May the Dominican Republic be elected? Yes (bound by Chapter II of the PCT)

Types of protection available via the PCT: Patents, utility models

Provisions of the law of the Dominican
Republic concerning international-type
search: None

[Continued on next page]
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Standart User




B1 Information on Contracting States B1

DO DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
[Continued]

DO

Provisional protection after
international publication: None

Information of interest if the Dominican Republic is designated (or elected)

Time when the name and address
of the inventor must be given
if the Dominican Republic is designated
(or elected):

Must be in the request.  If the data concerning the inventor are
missing at the expiration of the time limit under PCT Article 22
or 39(1), the Office will invite the applicant to comply with the
requirement within the time limit fixed in the invitation.

Are there special provisions concerning
the deposit of microorganisms and other
biological material? No
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C Receiving Offices C

DO NATIONAL OFFICE OF INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY

DO

Competent receiving Office
for nationals and residents of: Dominican Republic

Language in which international
applications may be filed: Spanish

Language in which the request
may be filed: Spanish

Number of copies on paper required
by the receiving Office: 3

Does the receiving Office accept the
filing of international applications with
requests in PCT-EASY format?1 Yes

Does the receiving Office accept the
filing of international applications in
electronic form? No

Does the receiving Office accept requests
for restoration of the right of priority
(PCT Rule 26bis.3)?

Yes, please refer to the Office for the applicable criteria and/or any
fee payable for such requests

Competent International
Searching Authority: European Patent Office or Spanish Patent and Trademark Office

Competent International Preliminary
Examining Authority: European Patent Office or Spanish Patent and Trademark Office

Fees payable to the receiving Office: Currency:  Dominican peso (DOP) and United States dollar (USD)
Transmittal fee: USD 275
International filing fee:2 Equivalent in USD of Swiss francs 1,400

Fee per sheet in excess of 30:2 Equivalent in USD of Swiss francs 15
Reductions (under Schedule
of Fees, item 3):

PCT-EASY:1 Equivalent in USD of Swiss francs 100
Search fee: See Annex D(EP) or (ES)
Fee for priority document
(PCT Rule 17.1(b)): plus

DOP 800
DOP 10 per sheet for certified copy

Is an agent required by
the receiving Office?

No, if the applicant resides in the Dominican Republic
Yes, if he is a non-resident

[Continued on next page]

_____________
1 Where the request is filed in PCT-EASY format together with a PCT-EASY diskette and the receiving Office accepts such filings,

the total amount of the international filing fee is reduced (see PCT Gazette No. 51/1998, pages 17330 and 17332, and No. 41/2006,
page 19092, Schedule of Fees, item 3(a)).

2 This fee is reduced by 75% if certain conditions apply (see corresponding footnote to Annex C(IB)).  For further details, see PCT
Gazette No. 41/2006, page 19092, Schedule of Fees, item 4.
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C Receiving Offices C

DO NATIONAL OFFICE OF INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY

[Continued]

DO

Who can act as agent? Any natural or legal person resident in the Dominican Republic

Waiver of power of attorney:
Has the Office waived the requirement
that a separate power of attorney be
submitted? No
Has the Office waived the requirement
that a copy of a general power of
attorney be submitted? No
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITIES
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITIES

US Agreement between the United States Patent and Trademark Office and the
International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization1 – Amendment to
Annex C

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has notified the International
Bureau, in accordance with Article 11(3)(ii) of the above-mentioned Agreement, of amendments
to Part I of Annex C thereof.  These amendments will enter into force on 9 November 2007.  The
amended Annex C will read as follows:

“Annex C
Fees and Charges

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges

Kind of fee or charge Amount
(US dollars)

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 1,800

Additional search fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 1,800

Preparation of an international-type search report on a
United States national application [No change]

Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)):

– where the international search fee has been paid on the
international application to the Authority [No change]

– where the international search was carried out by another
Authority [No change]

Additional examination fee (Rule 68.3(a)) [No change]

Cost of copies (Rule 94.2):

– US patent, per copy [No change]

– non-US patent document, per copy [No change]

Part II.  [No change]”

                                                
1 Available on the WIPO website at:  www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/agreements/ag_us.pdf.
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT

MX Mexico

The Mexican Institute of Industrial Property has notified a change in the amount of the
transmittal fee (PCT Rule 14) in US dollars (USD), the equivalent of which is payable, in
Mexican pesos (MXP), to it as receiving Office.  The amount applicable since
13 September 2007 is USD 323.70.

[Updating of Annex C(MX) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide]

US United States of America

Under PCT Rule 26bis.3(d), the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)
has notified a new amount of the fee for requesting restoration of the right of priority in US
dollars (USD), payable to it as receiving Office.  This amount, applicable from 9 November 2007
for international applications filed on or after 1 April 2007, is USD 1,410.

[Updating of Annex C(US) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide]

Furthermore, the Office has notified new amounts of the search fee (PCT Rule 16) and the
additional search fee (PCT Rule 40.2) in US dollars (USD), payable to it as International
Searching Authority.  These amounts, applicable from 9 November 2007, are USD 1,800 for each
of the fees.

Consequently, pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(b), new equivalent amounts of the search fee
have been established in Swiss francs (CHF) and euro (EUR).  These amounts, also applicable
from 9 November 2007, are CHF 2,136 and EUR 1,282, respectively.

[Updating of Annex D(US) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide]
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITIES
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITIES

US Agreement between the United States Patent and Trademark Office and the
International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization1 – Amendment to
Annex A

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has notified the International
Bureau, in accordance with Article 11(3)(i) of the above-mentioned Agreement, of amendments
to Annex A thereof.  These amendments entered into force on 12 September 2007.  The amended
Annex A reads as follows:

“Annex A
States and Languages

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies:

(i) the following States, so far as Article 3(1) is concerned:

United States of America, Brazil, Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago, Mexico, Israel,
New Zealand, India, South Africa, Saint Lucia, Philippines, Egypt, Dominican
Republic;

(ii) the following States, so far as Article 3(2) is concerned:

United States of America and,
where the Authority has prepared the international search report, Brazil, Barbados,
Trinidad and Tobago, Mexico, Israel, New Zealand, India, South Africa, Saint
Lucia, Philippines, Egypt, Dominican Republic;

(iii) [no change]”

RECEIVING OFFICES

DO Dominican Republic

The National Office of Industrial Property (Dominican Republic) has specified the
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), in addition to the European Patent Office
and the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office, as competent International Searching and
International Preliminary Examining Authority for international applications filed by nationals
and residents of the Dominican Republic with the National Office of Industrial Property
(Dominican Republic) as receiving Office.

                                                
1 Available on the WIPO website at:  www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/agreements/ag_us.pdf.



 

World Intellectual Property Organization 

OFFICIAL NOTICES 
(PCT GAZETTE) 

8 November 2007 

Notices and Information of a General Character 

 Page 

Fees Payable under the PCT 
US United States of America 147 

Official Notices (PCT Gazette) is part of the Gazette published by the International Bureau of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization in accordance with Article 55(4) of the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and Rule 86 of the 
Regulations under the PCT. 

146 



Official Notices (PCT Gazette) – 8 November 2007 

147 

FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

US United States of America 

Further to the announcement published in Official Notices of 25 October 2007, page 143, 
notifying a new amount of the search fee for a search carried out by the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office (USPTO), and pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(b), new equivalent amounts 
of the search fee have been established in New Zealand dollars (NZD) and South African rand 
(ZAR).  These amounts, applicable from 9 November 2007, are NZD 2,370 and ZAR 12,340, 
respectively. 

[Updating of Annex D(US) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 



 

World Intellectual Property Organization 

OFFICIAL NOTICES  
(PCT GAZETTE) 

22 November 2007 

Notices and Information of a General Character 

 Page 

Receiving Offices 
CR Costa Rica 150 

Deposits of Microorganisms and Other Biological Material: 
Institutions with Which Deposits May Be Made 
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 150 

Withdrawal of Notifications by Designated Offices of Incompatibility  
with National Laws under PCT Rule 4.10(d) 
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 150 

Withdrawal of Notifications by Receiving Offices of Incompatibility  
with National Laws under PCT Rule 20.8(a) 
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 151 

Withdrawal of Notifications by Designated Offices of Incompatibility  
with National Laws under PCT Rule 20.8(b) 
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 151 

Official Notices (PCT Gazette) is part of the Gazette published by the International Bureau of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization in accordance with Article 55(4) of the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) and Rule 86 of the 
Regulations under the PCT. 

148 



Official Notices (PCT Gazette) – 22 November 2007 

149 

 Page 

Withdrawal of Notifications by Receiving Offices of Incompatibility  
with National Laws under PCT Rule 26bis.3(j) 
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 151 

Withdrawal of Notifications by Designated Offices of Incompatibility  
with National Laws under PCT Rule 49.6(f) 
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 151 

Withdrawal of Notifications by Designated Offices of Incompatibility  
with National Laws under PCT Rule 49ter.1(g) 
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 152 

Withdrawal of Notifications by Designated Offices of Incompatibility  
with National Laws under PCT Rule 49ter.2(h) 
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 152 

Withdrawal of Notifications by Designated Offices of Incompatibility  
with National Laws under PCT Rule 51bis.1(f)  
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 152 

Restoration of Right of Priority under PCT Rules 26bis.3 and 49ter.2 
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 152 

Fees Payable under the PCT 
IB International Bureau 153 
US United States of America 153 
PCT Fees – Establishment of New Equivalent Amounts of Fees 154 



Official Notices (PCT Gazette) – 22 November 2007 

150 

RECEIVING OFFICES 

CR Costa Rica 

The Registry of Intellectual Property (Costa Rica), in its capacity as receiving Office, 
has notified the International Bureau that, pursuant to PCT Rule 12.1(a), it would, in addition to 
Spanish, accept English as a language in which international applications may be filed (when the 
European Patent Office (EPO) would be selected as the International Searching Authority). 

[Updating of Annex C(CR) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

DEPOSITS OF MICROORGANISMS AND OTHER BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL: 
INSTITUTIONS WITH WHICH DEPOSITS MAY BE MADE 

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Pursuant to PCT Rule 13bis.7(b), the European Patent Office (EPO) has notified the 
International Bureau of a change in the address of the DSMZ–Deutsche Sammlung von 
Mikroorganismen und Zellkulturen GmbH (DSMZ), an international depositary authority under 
the Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the 
Purposes of Patent Procedure with which deposits of microorganisms and other biological 
material may be made, as follows: 

DSMZ–Deutsche Sammlung von Mikroorganismen und Zellkulturen GmbH (DSMZ)  
Inhoffenstr. 7B  
38124 Braunschweig  
Germany 

[Updating of Annex L of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY DESIGNATED OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 4.10(d) 

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT Rule 4.10(d) 
(see PCT Gazette No. 48/1999, page 14448), the European Patent Office (EPO), in its capacity 
as designated Office, has notified the International Bureau that it withdraws the said notification 
with effect from 13 December 2007.  PCT Rule 4.10(a) and (b) therefore applies from that date.  
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WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY RECEIVING OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 20.8(a) 

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT Rule 20.8(a) 
(see PCT Gazette No. 22/2006, page 15986), the European Patent Office (EPO), in its capacity 
as receiving Office, has notified the International Bureau that it withdraws the said notification 
with effect from 13 December 2007.  PCT Rules 20.3(a)(ii) and (b)(ii), 20.5(a)(ii) and (d), and 
20.6 therefore apply from that date. 

WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY DESIGNATED OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 20.8(b) 

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT Rule 20.8(b) 
(see PCT Gazette No. 22/2006, page 15988), the European Patent Office (EPO), in its capacity 
as designated Office, has notified the International Bureau that it withdraws the said notification 
with effect from 13 December 2007.  PCT Rules 20.3(a)(ii) and (b)(ii), 20.5(a)(ii) and (d), 
and 20.6 therefore apply from that date. 

WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY RECEIVING OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 26bis.3(j) 

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT Rule 26bis.3(j) 
(see PCT Gazette No. 05/2006, page 3178), the European Patent Office (EPO), in its capacity 
as receiving Office, has notified the International Bureau that it withdraws the said notification 
with effect from 13 December 2007.  PCT Rule 26bis.3(a) to (i) therefore applies from that date. 

[Updating of Annex C(EP) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY DESIGNATED OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 49.6(f) 

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT Rule 49.6(f) 
(see PCT Gazette No. 05/2003, page 2526), the European Patent Office (EPO), in its capacity 
as designated Office, has notified the International Bureau that it withdraws the said notification 
with effect from 13 December 2007.  PCT Rule 49.6(a) to (e) therefore applies from that date. 
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WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY DESIGNATED OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 49ter.1(g) 

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT 
Rule 49ter.1(g) (see PCT Gazette No. 05/2006, page 3178), the European Patent Office (EPO), 
in its capacity as designated Office, has notified the International Bureau that it withdraws the 
said notification with effect from 13 December 2007.  PCT Rule 49ter.1(a) to (f) therefore 
applies from that date. 

WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY DESIGNATED OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 49ter.2(h) 

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT 
Rule 49ter.2(h) (see PCT Gazette No. 05/2006, page 3178), the European Patent Office (EPO), 
in its capacity as designated Office, has notified the International Bureau that it withdraws the 
said notification with effect from 13 December 2007.  PCT Rule 49ter.2(a) to (g) therefore 
applies from that date. 

[Updating of the National Chapter, Summary (EP) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATIONS BY DESIGNATED OFFICES OF 
INCOMPATIBILITY WITH NATIONAL LAWS UNDER PCT RULE 51bis.1(f)  

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Further to its notification of incompatibility with its national law under PCT Rule 51bis.1(f) 
(see PCT Gazette No. 05/2001, page 2024), the European Patent Office (EPO), in its capacity 
as designated Office, has notified the International Bureau that it withdraws the said notification 
with effect from 13 December 2007.  PCT Rule 51bis.1(e) therefore applies from that date. 

RESTORATION OF RIGHT OF PRIORITY UNDER PCT RULES 26bis.3 AND 49ter.2 

EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Under PCT Rules 26bis.3(i) and 49ter.2(g), the European Patent Office (EPO), both in its 
capacities as receiving Office and as designated (or elected) Office, has informed the 
International Bureau that it applies the “due care” criterion to requests for restoration of the right 
of priority. 

Furthermore, the Office has notified fees for requesting restoration of the right of priority 
under PCT Rules 26bis.3(d) and 49ter.2(d), in euro (EUR), payable to it as receiving Office and 
as designated (or elected) Office, respectively.  The amount of each of the fees is EUR 550. 

[Updating of Annex C(EP) and of the National Chapter, Summary (EP) of the PCT 
Applicant’s Guide] 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

IB International Bureau 

For the purposes of the International Bureau as receiving Office, new equivalent amounts 
of fees in euro (EUR) and in US dollars (USD) have been established.  These amounts, 
applicable from 1 January 2008, are as follows: 

Transmittal fee: EUR 61 or USD 85 

Fee for priority document   
(PCT Rules 17.1(b) and 21.2): EUR 30 or USD 43 
   Supplement for airmail:  
   EUR [No change] or USD 9 

[Updating of Annex C(IB) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

US United States of America 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has notified a new amount of 
fee in US dollars (USD), payable to it as International Searching Authority.  This amount, 
applicable from 30 September 2007, is as follows: 

Fee for copies of documents cited in the US patent:  USD 3 per copy  
international search report Non-US patent documents:  none;  the 
(PCT Rule 44.3): applicant receives, together with the 
 international search report, a copy of  
 each non-US patent document cited  
 therein. 

The Office, in its capacity as International Searching Authority, has also informed that from 
3 July 2007, it no longer mails paper copies of cited US patents and US patent application 
publications in international applications.  However, electronic copies may be viewed at the 
USPTO’s Internet website (http://www.uspto.gov/patft/help/images.htm).  The copies can also be 
printed out free one page at a time.  Copies can also be purchased online 
(http://ebiz1.uspto.gov/oems25p/index.html) or obtained from the USPTO Office of Public 
Records ((1-800) 972 63 82 or (571) 272 31 50) at the fee indicated above.   

[Updating of Annex D(US) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

Furthermore, the Office has notified new amounts of fees in US dollars (USD), payable to 
it as designated (or elected) Office.  The amounts in parentheses are applicable in case of filing 
by a “small entity.”  The new amounts, applicable from 30 September 2007, are as follows: 
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Basic national fee: USD 310  (155) 

Search fee: 
 – IPER prepared by the IPEA/US or  
  the written opinion was prepared by  
  the ISA/US, all claims presented   
  satisfied provisions of   
  PCT Article 33(1) to (4): [No change] 
 – International search fee paid   
  to the USPTO as ISA: [No change] 
 – Search report has been prepared by  
  an ISA other than the US and is  
  provided or has been previously  
  communicated by the IB to the USPTO: USD 410  (205) 
 – All other situations: USD 510  (255) 

Examination fee: 
 – IPER prepared by the IPEA/US or  
  the written opinion was prepared by  
  the ISA/US, all claims presented  
  satisfied provisions of   
  PCT Article 33(1) to (4): [No change] 
 – All other situations: USD 210  (105) 

For every 50 sheets or fraction thereof of  
the specification and drawings that exceeds  
100 sheets (excluding any sequence listing   
or computer program listing filed in an  
electronic medium): USD 260  (130) 

Additional fee for each claim in  
independent form in excess of three: USD 210  (105) 

Additional fee for each claim, independent   
or dependent, in excess of 20: [No change] 

In addition, if the application contains one   
or more multiple dependent claims,  
per application: USD 370  (185) 

[Updating of the National Chapter, Summary (US) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

PCT Fees – Establishment of New Equivalent Amounts of Fees 

Following the consultations undertaken by the Director General at the time of the thirty-
sixth (16th ordinary) session of the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union (PCT 
Union) held in Geneva from 24 September to 3 October 2007, and pursuant to PCT Rules 15.2(d) 
and 57.2(e), new equivalent amounts of the international filing fee, of the fee per sheet over 30 
and of the handling fee, together with the equivalent amounts for the reductions under item 3 of 
the Schedule of Fees, have been established, with effect from 1 January 2008, in various 
currencies, as indicated in the table published on pages 156 and 157. 
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Pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(d), new equivalent amounts of the search fee have been 
established in receiving offices’ currencies for all International Searching Authorities, with effect 
from 1 January 2008, as indicated in the table published on page 158.  It is to be noted, however, 
that pursuant to a change in the amount of the search fee and to consequent changes in the 
equivalent amounts of the said fee payable to the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
(USPTO) as International Searching Authority (see Official Notices (PCT Gazette) of  
25 October 2007, page 143 and of 8 November 2007, page 147), effective since 
9 November 2007, the data relating to the USPTO has been superseded and is therefore no longer 
applicable.   

In both tables, the new amounts are distinguished from currently applicable amounts by 
indicating them in bold print. 

[Updating of Annexes C, D and E of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITIES  
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINING AUTHORITIES 

ES Spain 

Agreement between the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office and the International 
Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization1 – Amendment to Annex C 

The Spanish Patent and Trademark Office has notified the International Bureau, in 
accordance with Article 11(3)(ii) of the above-mentioned Agreement, of amendments to Part I of 
Annex C thereof.  These amendments will enter into force on 1 January 2008.  The amended 
Annex C will read as follows: 

“Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge  Amount
 (Euro) 
Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) [No change] 

Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) [No change] 

Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) 544.44 

Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 544.44 

Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b) and 71.2(b)): 

– national documents, per document [No change] 

– foreign documents, per document [No change] 

Cost of copies (Rule 94.2), per page [No change] 

Part II.  [No change]” 

FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

ES Spain 

The Spanish Patent and Trademark Office has notified new amounts of the preliminary 
examination fee (PCT Rule 58.1(b)) and of the additional fee (PCT Rule 68.3(a)) in euro (EUR), 
payable to it as International Preliminary Examining Authority.  These amounts, applicable from 
1 January 2008, are EUR 544.44 for each of the fees. 

[Updating of Annex E(ES) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

                                                 
1  Available on the WIPO website at:  www.wipo.int/pct/en/texts/agreements/ag_es.pdf. 
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FURNISHING BY THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF COPIES OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT:    
NOTIFICATION BY ELECTED OFFICES UNDER PCT RULE 94.1(c) 

JP Japan 

Under PCT Rule 94.1(c), the Japan Patent Office, in its capacity as elected Office, has 
requested the International Bureau to furnish copies of the international preliminary examination 
report on its behalf, in accordance with PCT Rule 94.1(b). 

INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 

Non-Working Days 

For the purposes of computing time limits under PCT Rule 80.5, it is to be noted that the 
days on which the International Bureau will not be open for business are, for the period from 
1 January to 31 December 2008, the following: 

all Saturdays and Sundays and  
1 and 2 January 2008,  
21 and 24 March 2008,  
1 and 12 May 2008,  
11 September 2008,  
8, 25 and 26 December 2008.  

It is important to note that the days indicated above concern only the International 
Bureau and not the national Offices and other international organizations. 
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INFORMATION ON CONTRACTING STATES AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

NO Norway 
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Norway deposited, on 5 October 2007, its instrument of accession to the European Patent 
Convention (EPC) and will become bound by that Convention on 1 January 2008.  Thus, as 
from 1 January 2008, it will be possible for applicants to designate Norway in their international 
applications also for the purposes of obtaining a European patent, and not only for the purposes 
of obtaining a national patent, as at present. 

Moreover, as from 1 January 2008, nationals and residents of Norway will be able to file 
international applications with the European Patent Office as receiving Office, in addition to the 
Norwegian Patent Office or the International Bureau of WIPO. 

[Updating of Annexes B1(NO), B2(EP) and C(EP) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

MEETINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL PATENT COOPERATION UNION –  
ASSEMBLY (THIRTY-SIXTH (16TH ORDINARY) SESSION) 

NOTE PREPARED BY THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 

A number of amendments to the PCT Regulations, as well as the texts of the Agreements 
between the International Bureau of WIPO and Offices appointed as International Searching 
and/or Preliminary Examining Authorities under the PCT, were approved by the Assembly of the 
International Patent Cooperation Union (PCT Union) during its thirty-sixth (16th ordinary) 
session, which was held in Geneva from 24 September to 3 October 2007 as part of the meetings 
of the Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO. 

Documents which were prepared for the PCT Assembly, and which give detailed 
background information relating to the decisions that were taken, are available, and the report of 
the session will be available shortly, on the WIPO website at:   

www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=13306 

The said amendments to the PCT Regulations will enter into force at two different times.  
The first set of amendments (set out on pages 165 to 169) will enter into force on 1 July 2008.  
The second set of amendments (set out on pages 170 to 177) will enter into force on 
1 January 2009.  

The amendments due to enter into force on 1 July 2008 provide for: 

 (i) the use, in carrying out the international search, of the results of an earlier search 
carried out by an International Searching Authority or any national Office other than the Office 
acting as International Searching Authority (Rules 4.1, 4.11, 4.12, 12bis, 16.3 and 41.1), 

 (ii) the authority, by receiving Offices, to extend the time period for the applicant to pay 
the fee for requesting restoration of the right of priority (Rule 26bis.3(d)), 

http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=13306
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 (iii) the clarification that international publication can only be reliably prevented by way 
of an express withdrawal under Rule 90bis.1 received by the International Bureau prior to 
completion of technical preparations for international publication.  The intention is to avoid 
applicants’ reliance on Rule 29.1 to have the international application “considered withdrawn” by 
the receiving Office for any of the reasons outlined in the said Rule (failure to pay the required 
fees being the most common), disregarding the substantial risk that, where the declaration by the 
receiving Office that the application is considered withdrawn reaches the International Bureau 
only after completion of technical preparations for international publication, the international 
application will be published, despite the fact that it is considered withdrawn (Rule 29.1). 

The amendments due to enter into force on 1 January 2009 provide for: 

 (i) a system of supplementary international searches within the PCT, whereby an 
applicant has the option to request, in addition to the “main” international search, one or more 
supplementary searches to be carried out by International Authorities other than the International 
Searching Authority that carries out the main international search (Rule 45bis and Schedule of 
Fees), 

 (ii) the inclusion of the Korean and Portuguese languages in the list of official 
languages of publication in the PCT Regulations (Rule 48.3(a)). 

The Agreements referred to above will be the subject of later publication. 

 _____________  
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AMENDMENTS OF THE REGULATIONS UNDER THE PCT 
(to enter into force on 1 July 2008) 

Rule 4   
The Request (Contents) 

4.1   Mandatory and Optional Contents;  Signature 

 (a)  [No change] 

 (b)  The request shall, where applicable, contain: 

 (i) [no change] 

 (ii) indications relating to an earlier search as provided in Rules 4.12(i) and 
12bis.1(c) and (f), 

 (iii) and (iv)  [no change] 

 (c)  The request may contain: 

 (i) to (iv)  [no change] 

 (v) a request for restoration of the right of priority, 

 (vi) a statement as provided in Rule 4.12(ii). 

 (d)  [No change] 

4.2 to 4.10   [No change] 

4.11   Reference to Continuation or Continuation-in-Part, or Parent Application or Grant 

 (a)  If: 

 (i) the applicant intends to make an indication under Rule 49bis.1(a) or (b) of the 
wish that the international application be treated, in any designated State, as an 
application for a patent of addition, certificate of addition, inventor’s certificate 
of addition or utility certificate of addition;  or 

 (ii) the applicant intends to make an indication under Rule 49bis.1(d) of the wish 
that the international application be treated, in any designated State, as an 
application for a continuation or a continuation-in-part of an earlier application; 

the request shall so indicate and shall indicate the relevant parent application or parent patent 
or other parent grant. 

 (b)  The inclusion in the request of an indication under paragraph (a) shall have no 
effect on the operation of Rule 4.9. 
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4.12   Taking into Account Results of Earlier Search 

 If the applicant wishes the International Searching Authority to take into account, in 
carrying out the international search, the results of an earlier international, international-type 
or national search carried out by the same or another International Searching Authority or by a 
national Office (“earlier search”): 

 (i) the request shall so indicate and shall specify the Authority or Office concerned 
and the application in respect of which the earlier search was carried out; 

 (ii) the request may, where applicable, contain a statement to the effect that the 
international application is the same, or substantially the same, as the application in respect of 
which the earlier search was carried out, or that the international application is the same, or 
substantially the same, as that earlier application except that it is filed in a different language. 

4.13 and 4.14   [Remain deleted] 

4.14bis to 4.19   [No change] 

Rule 12bis   
Copy of Results of Earlier Search  

and of Earlier Application;  Translation 

12bis.1   Copy of Results of Earlier Search and of Earlier Application;  Translation 

 (a)  Where the applicant has, under Rule 4.12, requested the International Searching 
Authority to take into account the results of an earlier search carried out by the same or 
another International Searching Authority or by a national Office, the applicant shall, subject 
to paragraphs (c) to (f), submit to the receiving Office, together with the international 
application, a copy of the results of the earlier search, in whatever form (for example, in the 
form of a search report, a listing of cited prior art or an examination report) they are presented 
by the Authority or Office concerned. 

 (b)  The International Searching Authority may, subject to paragraphs (c) to (f), invite 
the applicant to furnish to it, within a time limit which shall be reasonable under the 
circumstances: 

 (i) a copy of the earlier application concerned; 

 (ii) where the earlier application is in a language which is not accepted by the 
International Searching Authority, a translation of the earlier application into a language 
which is accepted by that Authority; 

 (iii) where the results of the earlier search are in a language which is not accepted 
by the International Searching Authority, a translation of those results into a language which 
is accepted by that Authority; 

 (iv) a copy of any document cited in the results of the earlier search. 
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 (c)  Where the earlier search was carried out by the same Office as that which is acting 
as the receiving Office, the applicant may, instead of submitting the copies referred to in 
paragraphs (a) and (b)(i) and (iv), indicate the wish that the receiving Office prepare and 
transmit them to the International Searching Authority.  Such request shall be made in the 
request and may be subjected by the receiving Office to the payment to it, for its own benefit, 
of a fee. 

 (d)  Where the earlier search was carried out by the same International Searching 
Authority, or by the same Office as that which is acting as the International Searching 
Authority, no copy or translation referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b) shall be required to be 
submitted under those paragraphs. 

 (e)  Where the request contains a statement under Rule 4.12(ii) to the effect that the 
international application is the same, or substantially the same, as the application in respect of 
which the earlier search was carried out, or that the international application is the same, or 
substantially the same, as that earlier application except that it is filed in a different language, 
no copy or translation referred to in paragraphs (b)(i) and (ii) shall be required to be submitted 
under those paragraphs. 

 (f)  Where a copy or translation referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b) is available to the 
International Searching Authority in a form and manner acceptable to it, for example, from a 
digital library or in the form of the priority document, and the applicant so indicates in the 
request, no copy or translation shall be required to be submitted under those paragraphs. 

Rule 16   
The Search Fee 

16.1 and 16.2   [No change] 

16.3   Partial Refund 

 Where the International Searching Authority takes into account, under Rule 41.1, the 
results of an earlier search in carrying out the international search, that Authority shall refund 
the search fee paid in connection with the international application to the extent and under the 
conditions provided for in the agreement under Article 16(3)(b). 

Rule 26bis 
Correction or Addition of Priority Claim 

26bis.1 and 26bis.2   [No change] 

26bis.3   Restoration of Right of Priority by Receiving Office 

 (a) to (c)  [No change] 



Official Notices (PCT Gazette) – 6 December 2007 

168 

 
 
 
 
 

 (d)  The submission of a request under paragraph (a) may be subjected by the receiving 
Office to the payment to it, for its own benefit, of a fee for requesting restoration, payable 
within the time limit applicable under paragraph (e).  The amount of that fee, if any, shall be 
fixed by the receiving Office.  The time limit for payment of the fee may be extended, at the 
option of the receiving Office, for a period of up to two months from the expiration of the 
time limit applicable under paragraph (e). 

 (e) to (j)  [No change] 

Rule 29   
International Applications Considered Withdrawn 

29.1   Finding by Receiving Office 

 If the receiving Office declares, under Article 14(1)(b) and Rule 26.5 (failure to correct 
certain defects), or under Article 14(3)(a) (failure to pay the prescribed fees under 
Rule 27.1(a)), or under Article 14(4) (later finding of non-compliance with the requirements 
listed in items (i) to (iii) of Article 11(1)), or under Rule 12.3(d) or 12.4(d) (failure to furnish 
a required translation or, where applicable, to pay a late furnishing fee), or under 
Rule 92.4(g)(i) (failure to furnish the original of a document), that the international 
application is considered withdrawn: 

 (i) to (iii)  [no change] 

 (iv) the International Bureau shall not be required to notify the applicant of the 
receipt of the record copy; 

 (v) no international publication of the international application shall be effected if 
the notification of the said declaration transmitted by the receiving Office reaches the 
International Bureau before the technical preparations for international publication have been 
completed. 

29.2   [Remains deleted] 

29.3 and 29.4   [No change] 

Rule 41   
Taking into Account Results of Earlier Search 

41.1   Taking into Account Results of Earlier Search 

 Where the applicant has, under Rule 4.12, requested the International Searching 
Authority to take into account the results of an earlier search and has complied with 
Rule 12bis.1 and: 

 (i) the earlier search was carried out by the same International Searching 
Authority, or by the same Office as that which is acting as the International Searching 
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Authority, the International Searching Authority shall, to the extent possible, take those 
results into account in carrying out the international search; 

 (ii) the earlier search was carried out by another International Searching Authority, 
or by an Office other than that which is acting as the International Searching Authority, the 
International Searching Authority may take those results into account in carrying out the 
international search. 

 ______________ 
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AMENDMENTS OF THE REGULATIONS UNDER THE PCT 
(to enter into force on 1 January 2009) 

Rule 45bis   
Supplementary International Searches 

45bis.1   Supplementary Search Request 

 (a)  The applicant may, at any time prior to the expiration of 19 months from the 
priority date, request that a supplementary international search be carried out in respect of the 
international application by an International Searching Authority that is competent to do so 
under Rule 45bis.9.  Such requests may be made in respect of more than one such Authority. 

 (b)  A request under paragraph (a) (“supplementary search request”) shall be submitted 
to the International Bureau and shall indicate: 

 (i) the name and address of the applicant and of the agent (if any), the title of the 
invention, the international filing date and the international application number; 

 (ii) the International Searching Authority that is requested to carry out the 
supplementary international search (“Authority specified for supplementary search”);  and 

 (iii) where the international application was filed in a language which is not 
accepted by that Authority, whether any translation furnished to the receiving Office under 
Rule 12.3 or 12.4 is to form the basis of the supplementary international search. 

 (c)  The supplementary search request shall, where applicable, be accompanied by: 

 (i) where neither the language in which the international application was filed nor 
that in which a translation (if any) has been furnished under Rule 12.3 or 12.4 is accepted by 
the Authority specified for supplementary search, a translation of the international application 
into a language which is accepted by that Authority; 

 (ii) preferably, a copy of a sequence listing in electronic form complying with the 
standard provided for in the Administrative Instructions, if required by the Authority specified 
for supplementary search. 

 (d)  Where the International Searching Authority has found that the international 
application does not comply with the requirement of unity of invention, the supplementary 
search request may contain an indication of the wish of the applicant to limit the 
supplementary international search to one of the inventions as identified by the International 
Searching Authority other than the main invention referred to in Article 17(3)(a). 

 (e)  The supplementary search request shall be considered not to have been submitted, 
and the International Bureau shall so declare: 

 (i) if it is received after the expiration of the time limit referred to in 
paragraph (a);  or 
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 (ii) if the Authority specified for supplementary search has not stated, in the 
applicable agreement under Article 16(3)(b), its preparedness to carry out such searches or is 
not competent to do so under Rule 45bis.9(b). 

45bis.2   Supplementary Search Handling Fee 

 (a)  The supplementary search request shall be subject to the payment of a fee for the 
benefit of the International Bureau (“supplementary search handling fee”) as set out in the 
Schedule of Fees. 

 (b)  The supplementary search handling fee shall be paid in the currency in which the 
fee is set out in the Schedule of Fees or in any other currency prescribed by the International 
Bureau.  The amount in such other currency shall be the equivalent, in round figures, as 
established by the International Bureau, of the amount as set out in the Schedule of Fees, and 
shall be published in the Gazette. 

 (c)  The supplementary search handling fee shall be paid to the International Bureau 
within one month from the date of receipt of the supplementary search request.  The amount 
payable shall be the amount applicable on the date of payment. 

 (d)  The International Bureau shall refund the supplementary search handling fee to the 
applicant if, before the documents referred to in Rule 45bis.4(e)(i) to (iv) are transmitted to 
the Authority specified for supplementary search, the supplementary search request is 
withdrawn or considered not to have been submitted. 

45bis.3   Supplementary Search Fee 

 (a)  Each International Searching Authority carrying out supplementary international 
searches may require that the applicant pay a fee (“supplementary search fee”) for its own 
benefit for carrying out such a search. 

 (b)  The supplementary search fee shall be collected by the International Bureau.  
Rules 16.1(b) to (e) shall apply mutatis mutandis. 

 (c)  As to the time limit for payment of the supplementary search fee and the amount 
payable, the provisions of Rule 45bis.2(c) shall apply mutatis mutandis. 

 (d)  The International Bureau shall refund the supplementary search fee to the applicant 
if, before the documents referred to in Rule 45bis.4(e)(i) to (iv) are transmitted to the 
Authority specified for supplementary search, the supplementary search request is withdrawn 
or considered not to have been submitted. 

 (e)  The Authority specified for supplementary search shall, to the extent and under the 
conditions provided for in the applicable agreement under Article 16(3)(b), refund the 
supplementary search fee if, before it has started the supplementary international search in 
accordance with Rule 45bis.5(a), the supplementary search request is considered not to have 
been submitted. 
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45bis.4   Checking of Supplementary Search Request;  Correction of Defects;  Late Payment 
  of Fees;  Transmittal to International Searching Authority 

 (a)  Promptly after receipt of a supplementary search request, the International Bureau 
shall check whether it complies with the requirements of Rule 45bis.1(b) and (c)(i) and shall 
invite the applicant to correct any defects within a time limit of one month from the date of 
the invitation. 

 (b)  Where, by the time they are due under Rules 45bis.2(c) and 45bis.3(c), the 
International Bureau finds that the supplementary search handling fee and the supplementary 
search fee have not been paid in full, it shall invite the applicant to pay to it the amount 
required to cover those fees, together with the late payment fee under paragraph (c), within a 
time limit of one month from the date of the invitation. 

 (c)  The payment of fees in response to an invitation under paragraph (b) shall be 
subject to the payment to the International Bureau, for its own benefit, of a late payment fee 
whose amount shall be 50% of the supplementary search handling fee. 

 (d)  If the applicant does not furnish the required correction or does not pay the amount 
in full of the fees due, including the late payment fee, before the expiration of the time limit 
applicable under paragraph (a) or (b), respectively, the supplementary search request shall be 
considered not to have been submitted and the International Bureau shall so declare and shall 
inform the applicant accordingly. 

 (e)  On finding that the requirements of Rule 45bis.1(b) and (c)(i), 45bis.2(c) 
and 45bis.3(c) have been complied with, the International Bureau shall promptly, but not 
before the date of receipt by it of the international search report or the expiration of 17 months 
from the priority date, whichever occurs first, transmit to the Authority specified for 
supplementary search a copy of each of the following: 

 (i) the supplementary search request; 

 (ii) the international application; 

 (iii) any sequence listing furnished under Rule 45bis.1(c)(ii);  and 

 (iv) any translation furnished under Rule 12.3, 12.4 or 45bis.1(c)(i) which is to be 
used as the basis of the supplementary international search; 

and, at the same time, or promptly after their later receipt by the International Bureau: 

 (v) the international search report and the written opinion established under 
Rule 43bis.1; 

 (vi) any invitation by the International Searching Authority to pay additional fees 
referred to in Article 17(3)(a);  and  

 (vii) any protest by the applicant under Rule 40.2(c) and the decision thereon by the 
review body constituted in the framework of the International Searching 
Authority. 
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 (f)  Upon request of the Authority specified for supplementary search, the written 
opinion referred to in paragraph (e)(v) shall, when not in English or in a language accepted by 
that Authority, be translated into English by or under the responsibility of the International 
Bureau.  The International Bureau shall transmit a copy of the translation to that Authority 
within two months from the date of receipt of the request for translation, and shall at the same 
time transmit a copy to the applicant. 

45bis.5   Start, Basis and Scope of Supplementary International Search 

 (a)  The Authority specified for supplementary search shall start the supplementary 
international search promptly after receipt of the documents specified in Rule 45bis.4(e)(i) 
to (iv), provided that the Authority may, at its option, delay the start of the search until it has 
also received the documents specified in Rule 45bis.4(e)(v) or until the expiration of 
22 months from the priority date, whichever occurs first. 

 (b)  The supplementary international search shall be carried out on the basis of the 
international application as filed or of a translation referred to in Rule 45bis.1(b)(iii) or 
45bis.1(c)(i), taking due account of the international search report and the written opinion 
established under Rule 43bis.1 where they are available to the Authority specified for 
supplementary search before it starts the search.  Where the supplementary search request 
contains an indication under Rule 45bis.1(d), the supplementary international search may be 
limited to the invention specified by the applicant under Rule 45bis.1(d) and those parts of the 
international application which relate to that invention. 

 (c)  For the purposes of the supplementary international search, Article 17(2) and 
Rules 13ter.1, 33 and 39 shall apply mutatis mutandis. 

 (d)  Where the international search report is available to the Authority specified for 
supplementary search before it starts the search under paragraph (a), that Authority may 
exclude from the supplementary search any claims which were not the subject of the 
international search. 

 (e)  Where the International Searching Authority has made the declaration referred to in 
Article 17(2)(a) and that declaration is available to the Authority specified for supplementary 
search before it starts the search under paragraph (a), that Authority may decide not to 
establish a supplementary international search report, in which case it shall so declare and 
promptly notify the applicant and the International Bureau accordingly. 

 (f)  The supplementary international search shall cover at least the documentation 
indicated for that purpose in the applicable agreement under Article 16(3)(b). 

 (g)  If the Authority specified for supplementary search finds that carrying out the 
search is excluded by a limitation or condition referred to in Rule 45bis.9(a), the 
supplementary search request shall be considered not to have been submitted, and the 
Authority shall so declare and shall promptly notify the applicant and the International Bureau 
accordingly. 
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45bis.6   Unity of Invention 

 (a)  If the Authority specified for supplementary search finds that the international 
application does not comply with the requirement of unity of invention, it shall:  

 (i) establish the supplementary international search report on those parts of the 
international application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the claims (“main 
invention”); 

 (ii) notify the applicant of its opinion that the international application does not 
comply with the requirement of unity of invention and specify the reasons for that opinion;  
and 

 (iii) inform the applicant of the possibility of requesting, within the time limit 
referred to in paragraph (c), a review of the opinion. 

 (b)  In considering whether the international application complies with the requirement 
of unity of invention, the Authority shall take due account of any documents received by it 
under Rule 45bis.4(e)(vi) and (vii) before it starts the supplementary international search. 

 (c)  The applicant may, within one month from the date of the notification under 
paragraph (a)(ii), request the Authority to review the opinion referred to in paragraph (a).  The 
request for review may be subjected by the Authority to the payment to it, for its own benefit, 
of a review fee whose amount shall be fixed by it. 

 (d)  If the applicant, within the time limit under paragraph (c), requests a review of the 
opinion by the Authority and pays any required review fee, the opinion shall be reviewed by 
the Authority.  The review shall not be carried out only by the person who made the decision 
which is the subject of the review.  Where the Authority: 

 (i) finds that the opinion was entirely justified, it shall notify the applicant 
accordingly; 

 (ii) finds that the opinion was partially unjustified but still considers that the 
international application does not comply with the requirement of unity of invention, it shall 
notify the applicant accordingly and, where necessary, proceed as provided for in 
paragraph (a)(i); 

 (iii) finds that the opinion was entirely unjustified, it shall notify the applicant 
accordingly, establish the supplementary international search report on all parts of the 
international application and refund the review fee to the applicant. 

 (e)  On the request of the applicant, the text of both the request for review and the 
decision thereon shall be communicated to the designated Offices together with the 
supplementary international search report.  The applicant shall submit any translation thereof 
with the furnishing of the translation of the international application required under 
Article 22. 

 (f)  Paragraphs (a) to (e) shall apply mutatis mutandis where the Authority specified for 
supplementary search decides to limit the supplementary international search in accordance 
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with the second sentence of Rule 45bis.5(b), provided that any reference in the said 
paragraphs to the “international application” shall be construed as a reference to those parts of 
the international application which relate to the invention specified by the applicant under 
Rule 45bis.1(d). 

45bis.7   Supplementary International Search Report 

 (a)  The Authority specified for supplementary search shall, within 28 months from the 
priority date, establish the supplementary international search report, or make the declaration 
referred to in Article 17(2)(a) as applicable by virtue of Rule 45bis.5(c) that no supplementary 
international search report will be established. 

 (b)  Every supplementary international search report, any declaration referred to in 
Article 17(2)(a) as applicable by virtue of Rule 45bis.5(c) and any declaration under 
Rule 45bis.5(e) shall be in a language of publication. 

 (c)  For the purposes of establishing the supplementary international search report, 
Rules 43.1, 43.2, 43.5, 43.6, 43.6bis, 43.8 and 43.10 shall, subject to paragraphs (d) and (e), 
apply mutatis mutandis.  Rule 43.9 shall apply mutatis mutandis, except that the references 
therein to Rules 43.3, 43.7 and 44.2 shall be considered non-existent.  Article 20(3) and 
Rule 44.3 shall apply mutatis mutandis. 

 (d)  The supplementary international search report need not contain the citation of any 
document cited in the international search report, except where the document needs to be cited 
in conjunction with other documents that were not cited in the international search report. 

 (e)  The supplementary international search report may contain explanations: 

 (i) with regard to the citations of the documents considered to be relevant; 

 (ii) with regard to the scope of the supplementary international search. 

45bis.8   Transmittal and Effect of the Supplementary International Search Report 

 (a)  The Authority specified for supplementary search shall, on the same day, transmit 
one copy of the supplementary international search report or the declaration that no 
supplementary international search report shall be established, as applicable, to the 
International Bureau and one copy to the applicant. 

 (b)  Subject to paragraph (c), Article 20(1) and Rules 45.1, 47.1(d) and 70.7(a) shall 
apply as if the supplementary international search report were part of the international search 
report. 

 (c)  A supplementary international search report need not be taken into account by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority for the purposes of a written opinion or the 
international preliminary examination report if it is received by that Authority after it has 
begun to draw up that opinion or report. 
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45bis.9   International Searching Authorities Competent to Carry Out Supplementary  
  International Search 

 (a)  An International Searching Authority shall be competent to carry out supplementary 
international searches if its preparedness to do so is stated in the applicable agreement under 
Article 16(3)(b), subject to any limitations and conditions set out in that agreement. 

 (b)  The International Searching Authority carrying out the international search under 
Article 16(1) in respect of an international application shall not be competent to carry out a 
supplementary international search in respect of that application. 

 (c)  The limitations referred to in paragraph (a) may, for example, include limitations as 
to the subject matter for which supplementary international searches will be carried out, 
beyond those which would apply under Article 17(2) to the international search, and 
limitations as to the total number of supplementary international searches which will be 
carried out in a given period. 

Rule 48   
International Publication 

48.1 and 48.2   [No change] 

48.3   Languages of Publication 

 (a)  If the international application is filed in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, German, 
Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Russian or Spanish (“languages of publication”), that 
application shall be published in the language in which it was filed. 

 (b) and (c)  [No change] 

48.4 to 48.6   [No change] 
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SCHEDULE OF FEES 

Fees Amounts 
1. International filing fee: 

(Rule 15.2) 
1,400 Swiss francs plus  
 15 Swiss francs for  
  each sheet of the  
  international  
  application in excess  
  of 30 sheets 

2. Supplementary search handling fee: 
(Rule 45bis.2) 

 200 Swiss francs 

3. Handling fee: 
(Rule 57.2) 

 200 Swiss francs 

Reductions  

4. The international filing fee is reduced by the following amount if the international 
application is, as provided for in the Administrative Instructions, filed: 

 (a) on paper together with a copy in electronic 
form, in character coded format, of the request 
and the abstract: 

 
 
 100 Swiss francs 

 (b) in electronic form, the request not being in 
character coded format: 

 
 100 Swiss francs 

 (c) in electronic form, the request being in 
character coded format: 

 
 200 Swiss francs 

 (d) in electronic form, the request, description, 
claims and abstract being in character coded 
format: 

 
 
 300 Swiss francs 

5. The international filing fee under item 1 (where applicable, as reduced under item 4), 
the supplementary search handling fee under item 2 and the handling fee under item 3 are 
reduced by 75% if the international application is filed by: 

 (a) an applicant who is a natural person and who is a national of and resides in a 
State whose per capita national income is below US$3,000 (according to the 
average per capita national income figures used by the United Nations for 
determining its scale of assessments for the contributions payable for the 
years 1995, 1996 and 1997);  or 

 (b) an applicant, whether a natural person or not, who is a national of and resides in a 
State that is classed as a least developed country by the United Nations; 

provided that, if there are several applicants, each must satisfy the criteria set out in either 
sub-item (a) or (b). 

 ______________ 
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INFORMATION ON CONTRACTING STATES AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

HR Croatia 
EP European Patent Organisation (EPO) 

Croatia deposited, on 31 October 2007, its instrument of accession to the European 
Patent Convention (EPC) and will become bound by that Convention on 1 January 2008.  Thus, 
as from 1 January 2008, it will be possible for applicants to designate Croatia in their 
international applications also for the purposes of obtaining a European patent, and not only for 
the purposes of obtaining a national patent, as at present. 

Moreover, as from 1 January 2008, nationals and residents of Croatia will be able to file 
international applications with the European Patent Office as receiving Office, in addition to the 
State Intellectual Property Office (Croatia) or the International Bureau of WIPO. 

[Updating of Annexes B1(HR), B2(EP) and C(EP) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

IL Israel 

The Israel Patent Office has notified new amounts of fees, in new Israel shekels (ILS), 
payable to it as receiving Office (transmittal fee) and as designated (or elected) Office (national 
filing fee).  These amounts, applicable from 1 January 2008, are ILS 490 and ILS 940, 
respectively. 

[Updating of Annex C(IL) and of the National Chapter, Summary (IL) of the PCT 
Applicant’s Guide] 

MEETINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL PATENT COOPERATION UNION –  
ASSEMBLY (THIRTY-SIXTH (16TH ORDINARY) SESSION) 

NOTE PREPARED BY THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 

In addition to the amendments to the PCT Regulations published in Official Notices (PCT 
Gazette) of 6 December 2007, pages 163 et seq., the Assembly of the PCT Union approved at its 
thirty-sixth (16th ordinary) session, held in Geneva from 24 September to 3 October 2007, in 
accordance with PCT Articles 16(3)(b) and 32(3), the texts of the Agreements between the 
International Bureau of WIPO and 15 Offices which were appointed, or the appointments of 
which were extended, as International Searching and/or Preliminary Examining Authorities under 
the PCT, i.e., the Offices of the following States and Organization and the following Institute: 
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AT Austria 
AU Australia 
BR Brazil 
CA Canada 
CN People’s Republic of China  
EP European Patent Organisation  
ES Spain 
FI Finland 
IN India 
JP Japan 
KR Republic of Korea  
RU Russian Federation  
SE Sweden 
US United States of America  
XN Nordic Patent Institute 

The new Agreements will enter into force on 1 January 2008, subject to the following 
exceptions: 

 (i) the Government of Australia was not able to complete the necessary domestic legal 
and constitutional procedures to ratify a new Agreement in relation to the functioning of the 
Australian Patent Office as International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under 
the PCT as from 1 January 2008.  For this reason, the said Government and the International 
Bureau concluded an interim Agreement providing that the Agreement currently in force should 
be extended until 31 December 2008 or until the day before the entry into force of the new 
Agreement on the same subject matter, which was also approved by the PCT Assembly; 

 (ii) the date of entry into force of the Agreement between the Brazilian National 
Institute of Industrial Property and the International Bureau depends on the receipt of a 
notification from the Institute informing the International Bureau that it is ready to begin 
operation as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority; 

 (iii) the Agreement between the European Patent Organisation and the International 
Bureau enters into force on 13 December 2007; 

 (iv) the date of entry into force of the Agreement between the Government of India and 
the International Bureau depends on the receipt of a notification from the Indian Patent Office 
informing the International Bureau that it is ready to begin operation as an International 
Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority. 

The new Agreements, with the exception of the interim Agreement between the Australian 
Patent Office and the International Bureau, are effective until 31 December 2017, consistent with 
the periods for which the appointments were made. 

The texts of the Agreements, including any amendments made since they were concluded, 
are reproduced on the following pages in the alphabetical order of the two-letter codes relating to 
the Offices concerned. 

 _____________  
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE FEDERAL MINISTER OF TRANSPORT, INNOVATION  

AND TECHNOLOGY OF THE REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  

OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the Austrian Patent Office 
as an International Searching Authority 

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Federal Minister of Transport, Innovation and Technology of the Republic of 
Austria and the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the Austrian Patent Office as an International Searching 
and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and approved this 
Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the Austrian Patent Office; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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 Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.  

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 

Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it. 
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Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on January 1, 2008. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 

Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the Federal Minister of Transport, Innovation and Technology of the 
Republic of Austria gives the Director General of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization written notice to terminate this Agreement;  or 
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 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the Federal Minister of Transport, Innovation and Technology of the Republic 
of Austria written notice to terminate this Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English and German languages, each 
text being equally authentic. 

For the Federal Minister of Transport, 
Innovation and Technology of the Republic 
of Austria by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act: 
the States regarded as developing countries in conformity with the established 
practice of the General Assembly of the United Nations, provided that the 
Republic of Austria, in accordance with its obligations undertaken within the 
framework of the European Patent Organisation, has concluded with those 
States an agreement for that purpose; 

 (ii) the following languages which it will accept: 
English, French, German. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

all subject matter searched or examined under the national patent grant procedure under 
the provisions of the Austrian Patent Law. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Euro) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 200 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 200 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) 200 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 200 
Protest fee (Rules 40.2(e) and 68.3(e)) 220 
Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b), 71.2(b) and 94.2), per page 0.95 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier search to the full extent or to a 
substantially prevailing portion, 75% of the search fee shall be refunded. 

(4) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(5) Where the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid 
shall be fully refunded. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

English, French and German, noting that the language of correspondence shall be the 
language in which the international application is filed or translated, as the case may be. 

____________________ 
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EXTENSION OF THE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the Australian Patent Office 
as an International Searching Authority 

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Government of Australia and the International Bureau of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization, 

Considering that the Agreement of December 7, 1997, under Articles 16(3)(b) and 
32(3) of the Patent Cooperation Treaty in relation to the functioning of the Australian Patent 
Office as an International Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty was concluded for a period of 10 years from 
January 1, 1998 to December 31, 2007, 

Considering that the said Agreement has been amended several times in 2001, 2002, 
2003 and 2007, all these amendments having been published in PCT Gazette Nos. 04/2001, 
33/2002, 49/2003 and 1 February 2007, respectively, 

Considering that the Government of Australia and the International Bureau of WIPO 
have already started negotiations for the renewal of a new Agreement as provided under 
Article 10 therein, 

Aware that the Government of Australia will not be able to complete the necessary 
domestic procedures to ratify a new Agreement in relation to the functioning of the Australian 
Patent Office as an International Searching Authority and International Preliminary 
Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty, as from January 1, 2008, 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Extension of the Agreement 

(1) The Agreement between the Government of Australia and the International 
Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization signed on December 4, 1997, 
including its amendments and Annexes, in relation to the functioning of the Australian Patent 
Office as an International Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty, is hereby extended until December 31, 2008 
or until the day before the entry into force of a new Agreement on the same subject matter in 
accordance with PCT Articles 16(3)(b) and 32(3) and with the domestic legal and 
constitutional procedures of Australia, whichever is sooner. 
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(2) Consequently, the reference made to “December 31, 2007” under Articles 10 and 
12 of the Agreement referred to above is amended, accordingly. 

Article 2 
Approval and entry into force 

(1) According to Article 11 of the Agreement referred to above, this amendment shall 
be subject to the approval of the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union. 

(2) Without prejudice to the above, this amendment shall take effect on 
December 31, 2007. 

 In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English language. 

For the Government of Australia by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] [signature] 

 

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the Australian Patent Office 
as an International Searching Authority 

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Government of Australia and the International Bureau of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the Australian Patent Office as an International 
Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and 
approved this Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the Australian Patent Office; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.   

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 
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Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it. 

Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on [date]. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 
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Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the Government of Australia gives the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization written notice to terminate this Agreement;  
or 

 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the Government of Australia written notice to terminate this Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English language. 

For the Government of Australia by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

 Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act: 
Australia, New Zealand and  
by arrangement, the States regarded as developing countries in conformity with 
the established practice of the General Assembly of the United Nations; 

 (ii) the following language which it will accept: 
English. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

subject matter which is searched or examined under Australian national grant procedure. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Australian dollars) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 1,600 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 1,600 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)): 
– where the international search report was  
 issued by the Authority 550 
– in other cases 780 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 550 
Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b) and 71.2(b)), per document 50 
Cost of copies (Rule 94), per document 50 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier search, 25% or 50% of the search fee 
shall be refunded, depending on the extent to which the Authority benefits from that earlier 
search. 

(4) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(5) Where the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid 
shall be fully refunded. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following language: 

English. 

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE BRAZILIAN NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION  

in relation to the functioning of the Brazilian National Institute of Industrial Property 
as an International Searching Authority  

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Brazilian National Institute of Industrial Property and the International Bureau of 
the World Intellectual Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the Brazilian National Institute of Industrial Property as 
an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty and approved this Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) 
and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the Brazilian National Institute of Industrial 
Property; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement. 

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant and that any other requirements regarding such application as 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement have been met. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 

Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it.  
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Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force one month after the date on which the Authority 
notifies the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization that it is 
prepared to start functioning as an International Searching Authority and as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 

Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the Brazilian National Institute of Industrial Property gives the Director 
General of the World Intellectual Property Organization written notice to 
terminate this Agreement;  or 
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 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the Brazilian National Institute of Industrial Property written notice to 
terminate this Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English and Portuguese languages, 
each text being equally authentic. 

For the Brazilian National Institute  
of Industrial Property by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following State for which it will act: 
any Contracting State; 

 (ii) the following languages which it will accept: 

(a) for international applications filed with the Brazilian National Institute of 
Industrial Property as receiving Office:  English, Portuguese, Spanish; 

(b) for international applications filed with any other receiving Office:  
Portuguese. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

all subject matter which is searched or examined under the Brazilian patent grant 
procedure. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Brazilian reals) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) […] 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) […] 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) […] 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) […] 
Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b), 71.2(b) and 94.2) […] 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier search, [percentages to be 
determined] of the search fee paid shall be refunded, depending upon the extent to which the 
Authority benefits from that earlier search. 

(4) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(5) When the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid 
shall be fully refunded. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

English, Portuguese or Spanish, depending on the language in which the international 
application is filed or translated.  

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE CANADIAN COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the Canadian Commissioner of Patents 
as an International Searching Authority 

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Canadian Commissioner of Patents and the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the Canadian Commissioner of Patents as an 
International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty and approved this Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the Canadian Commissioner of Patents; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.   

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant, and that any other requirements regarding such application as 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement have been met. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 

Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it. 
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Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on January 1, 2008. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 

Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the Canadian Commissioner of Patents gives the Director General of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization written notice to terminate this 
Agreement;  or 
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 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the Canadian Commissioner of Patents written notice to terminate this 
Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English and French languages, each 
text being equally authentic. 

For the Canadian Commissioner of Patents 
by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act: 
so far as Article 3(1) is concerned:  Canada, and the States regarded as 
developing countries in conformity with the established practice of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations; 
so far as Article 3(2) is concerned:  where the Authority has prepared the 
international search report, Canada, and the States regarded as developing 
countries in conformity with the established practice of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations; 

 (ii) the following languages which it will accept: 
English, French. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

all subject matter which is searched or examined under the Canadian patent grant 
procedure. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Canadian dollars) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 1,600 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 1,600 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) 800 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 800 
Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b), 71.2(b) and 94.2), per page 1 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier search, 25% of the search fee paid 
shall be refunded, depending upon the extent to which the Authority benefits from that earlier 
search. 

(4) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(5) When the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid 
shall be fully refunded. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

English, French. 

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE STATE INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE  

OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA  
AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  

OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the State Intellectual Property Office  
of the People’s Republic of China 

as an International Searching Authority 
and International Preliminary Examining Authority 

under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of China and the 
International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s 
Republic of China as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under 
the Patent Cooperation Treaty and approved this Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) 
and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s 
Republic of China; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 
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(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 

Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.   

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 
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Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it. 

Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on January 1, 2008. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 
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Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of China gives 
the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization written 
notice to terminate this Agreement;  or 

 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the State Intellectual Property Office of the People’s Republic of China written 
notice to terminate this Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the Chinese and English languages, each 
text being equally authentic. 

For the State Intellectual Property Office  
of the People’s Republic of China by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act: 
China, Ghana, India, Kenya, Liberia, Turkey, Zimbabwe 
and any State that the Authority will specify; 

 (ii) the following languages which it will accept: 
Chinese, English. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

subject matter which is searched or examined in Chinese national applications. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Yuan renminbi) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 2,100 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 2,100 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) 1,500 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 1,500 
Protest fee (Rules 40.2(e) and 68.3(e)) 200 
Late furnishing fee (Rule 13ter.1(c) and 13ter.2)  200 
Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b), 71.2(b) and 94.2), per page 2 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier search to the full extent or to a 
substantially prevailing portion, 75% of the search fee paid shall be refunded. 

(4) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(5) Where the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid 
shall be fully refunded. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

Chinese and English, noting that the language of correspondence shall be the language 
in which the international application is filed or translated, as the case may be. 

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN PATENT ORGANISATION 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the European Patent Office 
as an International Searching Authority 

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The European Patent Organisation and the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the European Patent Office as an International 
Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and 
approved this Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the European Patent Office; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization; 

 (2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.   

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State, provided 
that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a 
translation thereof furnished for the purposes of international search, is in the language or one 
of the languages specified in Annex A to this Agreement, that such application is not an 
application of a kind specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the 
Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting 
State, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that purpose, that such 
application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of international preliminary 
examination, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement, that such application is not an application of a kind specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 



Official Notices (PCT Gazette) – 13 December 2007 

215 

Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 

Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it.  
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Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on December 13, 2007. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of languages contained in Annex A to this Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 

Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the European Patent Organisation gives the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization written notice to terminate this Agreement;  
or 

 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the European Patent Organisation written notice to terminate this Agreement. 
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(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English, French and German 
languages, each text being equally authentic. 

For the European Patent Organisation by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
Languages and Kinds of Application 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following languages which it will accept: 
English, French, German, and, where the receiving Office is the industrial 
property Office of Belgium or the Netherlands, Dutch; 

 (ii) the following kinds of application for which it will not act:1  
as an International Preliminary Examining Authority, international applications 
where the international search is to be, or has been, performed by an 
International Searching Authority other than the European Patent Office or the 
industrial property Office of a State party to the European Patent Convention. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

all subject matter searched or examined under the European patent grant procedure in 
application of the equivalent provisions of the European Patent Convention. 

                                                 
1 Under an existing notification under Article 3(4)(a)(ii) of the Agreement in force until 12 December 2007 

between the European Patent Organization and the International Bureau, the European Patent Office is 
excluded, until March 1, 2009, from competence as an International Searching Authority and International 
Preliminary Examining Authority with respect to international applications filed, by a national or a resident 
of the United States of America, with the United States Patent and Trademark Office or the International 
Bureau as receiving Office where such applications contain one or more claims relating to business methods.  
The EPO has informed the International Bureau that this limitation will remain in force until March 2009 as 
foreseen in its notice dated July 27, 2006 (OJ EPO 10/2006, 555 and PCT Gazette No. 38/2006, page 19070);  
however, it will not be included in Annex A of this Agreement unless the EPO seeks to issue a fresh  
limitation in 2009, which will then be introduced in accordance with the procedure under this Agreement.  
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Euro) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 1,6152 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 1,6152 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) 1,5952 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 1,5952 
Protest fee (Rules 40.2(e) and 68.3(e)) 1,065 
Late furnishing fee (Rule 13ter.1(c) and 13ter.2)  200 
Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b), 71.2(b) and 94.2), per page 0.65 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall, upon request, be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier search (including a privately 
commissioned “standard” search) already made by the Authority on an application whose 
priority is claimed for the international application and depending upon the extent to which 
the Authority benefits from the earlier search in carrying out the international search and any 
other task entrusted to it, the search fee paid shall be refunded, to the extent provided for in a 
communication from the Authority to the International Bureau and published in the Gazette. 

(4) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(5) Where the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, 75% of the preliminary examination fee paid shall 
be refunded. 

(6) The Authority may provide further refunds of the international preliminary 
examination fee under the conditions and to the extent laid down by it. 

                                                 
2 This fee is reduced by 75% where the applicant or, if there are two or more applicants, each applicant is a 

natural person and is a national of and resides in a State not party to the European Patent Convention, which 
fulfils the requirements for the corresponding reduction of certain PCT fees as specified in the Schedule of 
Fees annexed to the PCT Regulations (see also corresponding footnote to the Annex C(IB) and PCT Gazette 
No. 50/1995, pages 19233 and 19234), and in accordance with the decision of the EPO’s Administrative 
Council of October 11, 2000 (OJ EPO 2000, 446). 
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Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

English, French or German, depending on the language in which the international 
application is filed or translated. 

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE SPANISH PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office 
as an International Searching Authority 

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Spanish Patent and Trademark Office and the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office as an 
International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty and approved this Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.   

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State, provided 
that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a 
translation thereof furnished for the purposes of international search, is in the language or one 
of the languages specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the 
Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting 
State, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that purpose, that such 
application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of international preliminary 
examination, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant and 
that any other requirements regarding such application as specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement have been met. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 
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Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it.  

Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on January 1, 2008. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of languages contained in Annex A to this Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 
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Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office gives the Director General of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization written notice to terminate this 
Agreement;  or 

 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office written notice to terminate this 
Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English and Spanish languages, each 
text being equally authentic. 

For the Spanish Patent and Trademark Office 
by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following language for 
which it will act: 

Spanish. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination is the following: 

all subject matter searched or examined in Spanish national applications. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Euro) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 1,6151 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 1,6151 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) 544.44 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 544.44 
Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b) and 71.2(b)): 
– national documents, per document 4.69 
– foreign documents, per document 4.69 
Cost of copies (Rule 94.2), per page 0.23 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier search already made by the 
Authority on an application whose priority is claimed for the international application, 100% 
or 50% of the search fee paid shall be refunded, depending upon the extent to which the 
Authority benefits from that earlier search. 

(4) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(5) When the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid 
shall be fully refunded. 

                                                 
1 This fee is reduced by 75% where the applicant or, if there are two or more applicants, each applicant is a 

natural person or a legal entity and is a national of and resides in a State not party to the European Patent 
Convention, which fulfils the requirements for the corresponding reduction of certain PCT fees as specified 
in the Schedule of Fees annexed to the PCT Regulations (see also corresponding footnote to Annex C(IB) 
and PCT Gazette No. 50/1995, pages 19233 and 19234), and in accordance with the decision of the EPO’s 
Administrative Council of October 11, 2000 (OJ EPO 2000, 446). 
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Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following language: 

Spanish. 

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE NATIONAL BOARD OF PATENTS AND REGISTRATION  

OF FINLAND 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  

OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of 
the National Board of Patents and Registration of Finland 

as an International Searching Authority 
and International Preliminary Examining Authority 

under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The National Board of Patents and Registration of Finland and the International Bureau 
of the World Intellectual Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the National Board of Patents and Registration of 
Finland as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty and approved this Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) 
and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the National Board of Patents and Registration of 
Finland; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 
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(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 

Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.   

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(2) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant and that any other requirements regarding such application as 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement have been met. 
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(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 

Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 
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Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 

Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it. 

Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on January 1, 2008. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 
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(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 

Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the National Board of Patents and Registration of Finland gives the Director 
General of the World Intellectual Property Organization written notice to 
terminate this Agreement;  or 

 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the National Board of Patents and Registration of Finland written notice to 
terminate this Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English language. 

For the National Board of Patents and 
Registration of Finland by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act: 
(a) Finland; 
(b) any other Contracting State in accordance with the obligations of the 

Authority within the framework of the European Patent Organisation; 

 (ii) the following languages which it will accept: 
Finnish, Swedish, English. 



Official Notices (PCT Gazette) – 13 December 2007 

232 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

all subject matter searched or examined under the national patent grant procedure under 
the provisions of the Finnish Patent Law. 

Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Euro) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 1,615 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 1,615 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) 550 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 550 
Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b), 71.2(b) and 94.2), per page 0.60 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from: 

 (i) an earlier national search already made by the Authority on an application 
whose priority is claimed for the international application: 100% of the 
national filing fee paid shall be refunded; 

 (ii) an earlier international-type search already made by the Authority on an 
application whose priority is claimed for the international application:  50% or 
100% of the international-type search fee paid shall be refunded, depending 
upon the extent to which the Authority benefits from that earlier search; 

 (iii) an earlier international search already made by the Authority on an application 
whose priority is claimed for the international application:  50% or 100% of the 
earlier international search fee paid shall be refunded, depending upon the 
extent to which the Authority benefits from that earlier search. 
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(4) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(5) When the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid 
shall be fully refunded. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

Finnish, Swedish or English, depending on the language in which the international 
application is filed or translated. 

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION  

in relation to the functioning of the Indian Patent Office 
as an International Searching Authority  

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Government of India and the International Bureau of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the Indian Patent Office as an International Searching 
and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and approved this 
Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the Indian Patent Office; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement. 

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant and that any other requirements regarding such application as 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement have been met. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 
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Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it.  

Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force one month after the date on which the Authority 
notifies the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization that it is 
prepared to start functioning as an International Searching Authority and as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 
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Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the Government of India gives the Director General of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization written notice to terminate this Agreement;  or 

 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the Government of India written notice to terminate this Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English language. 

For the Government of India by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following State for which it will act: 
India; 

 (ii) the following language which it will accept: 
English. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

all subject matter which is searched or examined under the Indian Patent Law 
administered by the Indian Patent Office. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Indian rupees) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) […] 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)):  
– where the international search report   
 was issued by the Authority  […] 
– in other cases […] 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) […] 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) […] 
Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b), 71.2(b) and 94.2) […] 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier search made by the Authority, 25% 
or 50% of the search fee paid shall be refunded, depending upon the extent to which the 
Authority benefits from that earlier search. 

(4) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(5) Where the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid 
shall be fully refunded. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following language: 

English.  

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE JAPAN PATENT OFFICE 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  

OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the Japan Patent Office 
as an International Searching Authority 

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Japan Patent Office and the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the Japan Patent Office as an International Searching 
and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and approved this 
Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the Japan Patent Office; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.   

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant and that any other requirements regarding such application as 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement have been met. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 
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Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it. 

Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on January 1, 2008. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 
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Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the Japan Patent Office gives the Director General of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization written notice to terminate this Agreement;  or 

 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the Japan Patent Office written notice to terminate this Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English and Japanese languages, each 
text being equally authentic. 

For the Japan Patent Office by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act, so far as Article 3(1) is concerned: 
Japan, Philippines, Republic of Korea; 

 (ii) the following States for which it will act, so far as Article 3(2) is concerned: 
where the Authority has prepared the international search report, Japan, 
Philippines, Republic of Korea; 

 (iii) the following languages which it will accept: 
(a) for international applications filed with the receiving Office of, or acting 

for, Japan: 
 Japanese, English; 
(b) for international applications filed with the receiving Office of, or acting 

for, Philippines: 
 English; 
(c) for international applications filed with the receiving Office of, or acting 

for, Republic of Korea: 
 Japanese. 
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Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

subject matter which is searched or examined in Japanese national applications. 

Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Japanese yen) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 97,000 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 78,000 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) 36,000 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 21,000 
Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b), 71.2(b) and 94.2), per document 1,400 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier search to a considerable extent, the 
amount of 41,000 Japanese yen shall be refunded, upon request. 

(3) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(4) As long as the refund of the search fee (in the case where the international 
application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the 
start of the international search) and the refund of the preliminary examination fee (in the case 
where the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of the 
international preliminary examination) continue not to be compatible with the national law 
applicable to the Authority, the Authority may abstain from refunding those fees. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

Japanese, English. 

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE KOREAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the Korean Intellectual Property Office 
as an International Searching Authority  

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Korean Intellectual Property Office and the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the Korean Intellectual Property Office as an 
International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty and approved this Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the Korean Intellectual Property Office; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.   

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 
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Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it. 

Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on January 1, 2008. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 



Official Notices (PCT Gazette) – 13 December 2007 

250 

Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the Korean Intellectual Property Office gives the Director General of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization written notice to terminate this 
Agreement;  or 

 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the Korean Intellectual Property Office written notice to terminate this 
Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English and Korean languages, each 
text being equally authentic. 

For the Korean Intellectual Property Office 
by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act: 
Republic of Korea;  
Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, United 
States of America, Viet Nam;  and 
any country that the Authority will specify; 

 (ii) the following languages which it will accept: 
Korean, English. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

subject matter which is searched or examined in Korean national applications. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Korean won) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 225,000 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 225,000 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) 225,000 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 225,000 
Late payment fee for preliminary   
examination  [amount as set out in Rule 58bis] 
Protest fee (Rules 40.2(e) and 68.3(e)) 11,000 
Late furnishing fee (Rule 13ter.1(c) and 13ter.2) 112,500 
Cost of copies (Rules 44.3(b), 71.2(b) and 94.2), per page 100 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier search, 75% of the search fee paid 
shall be refunded upon request by the applicant. 

(4) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(5) Where the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid 
shall be fully refunded. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

Korean, English. 

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE RUSSIAN FEDERAL SERVICE  

FOR INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY, PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  

OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the Russian Federal Service  
for Intellectual Property, Patents and Trademarks 

as an International Searching Authority 
and International Preliminary Examining Authority 

under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Russian Federal Service for Intellectual Property, Patents and Trademarks and the 
International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the Russian Federal Service for Intellectual Property, 
Patents and Trademarks as an International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and approved this Agreement in accordance with 
Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the Russian Federal Service for Intellectual Property, 
Patents and Trademarks; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 
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(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 

Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.  

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State, provided 
that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a 
translation thereof furnished for the purposes of international search, is in the language or one 
of the languages specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the 
Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting 
State, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that purpose, that such 
application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of international preliminary 
examination, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 
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Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it. 

Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on January 1, 2008. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of languages contained in Annex A to this Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 
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Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the Russian Federal Service for Intellectual Property, Patents and 
Trademarks gives the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization written notice to terminate this Agreement;  or 

 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the Russian Federal Service for Intellectual Property, Patents and Trademarks 
written notice to terminate this Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English and Russian languages, each 
text being equally authentic. 

For the Russian Federal Service for 
Intellectual Property, Patents and Trademarks 
by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

Russian, English. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

all subject matter searched or examined under national patent law administered by the 
Russian Federal Service for Intellectual Property, Patents and Trademarks. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (US dollars) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a))1 500 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a))2 500 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)):2 
– if the international search report has been prepared 
 by the Authority 200 
– if the international search report has been prepared 
 by another International Searching Authority 300 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)):2 
– if the international search report has been prepared 
 by the Authority 200 
– if the international search report has been prepared 
 by another International Searching Authority 300 
Late furnishing fee (Rule 13ter.1(c))2 150 
Cost of copies of cited documents (except for documents  
transmitted to the applicant along with the international  
search report or preliminary examination report)  
(Rules 44.3(b) and 71.2(b)):2 
– patent document, per page 0.30 
– non-patent document, per page 1.20 
Cost of copies of document contained in the file of the  
international application (Rule 94.2), per page2 3.00 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), or Rules 90bis.1(a) or 90bis.2(c) before the start of the international 
search, the amount of the search fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier international, international-type or 
other search report prepared by it, the following amount of the search fee shall be refunded: 

                                                 
1 If payment is made to a receiving Office which accepts payments in Russian roubles, the applicant may, 

instead of paying the US dollar amount, pay the equivalent amount in Russian roubles at the exchange rate 
applicable, on the date of payment, at the Central Bank of the Russian Federation. 

2 The applicant may, instead of paying the US dollar amount, pay the equivalent amount in Russian roubles at 
the exchange rate applicable, on the date of payment, at the Central Bank of the Russian Federation. 
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 (i) 75%, if no additional search is required; 

 (ii) 50%, if the additional search is confirmed by documents relating to one or two 
additional IPC subgroups; 

 (iii) 25%, if the additional search is confirmed by documents relating to new 
aspects of the claimed invention. 

(4) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the amount of the preliminary 
examination fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(5) Where the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid 
shall be fully refunded. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

Russian or English, depending on the language in which the international application is 
filed or translated, or at the applicant’s choice. 

____________________ 



Official Notices (PCT Gazette) – 13 December 2007 

259  

AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE SWEDISH PATENT AND REGISTRATION OFFICE 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the Swedish Patent and Registration Office 
as an International Searching Authority 

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Swedish Patent and Registration Office and the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the Swedish Patent and Registration Office as an 
International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty and approved this Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the Swedish Patent and Registration Office; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.   

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 

Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it. 
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Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on January 1, 2008. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 

Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the Swedish Patent and Registration Office gives the Director General of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization written notice to terminate this 
Agreement;  or 
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 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the Swedish Patent and Registration Office written notice to terminate this 
Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English language. 

For the Swedish Patent and Registration 
Office by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act: 

(a) Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden; 

(b) the States regarded as developing countries in conformity with the 
established practice of the General Assembly of the United Nations, 
provided that Sweden, in accordance with its obligations undertaken 
within the framework of the European Patent Organisation, has 
concluded with those States an agreement for that purpose; 

 (ii) the following languages which it will accept: 

(a) for international applications filed with the receiving Office of, or acting 
for, any State referred to in subparagraph (i)(a), above:  
Danish, English, Finnish, Norwegian, Swedish; 

(b) for international applications filed with the receiving Office of, or acting 
for, any State referred to in subparagraph (i)(b), above:  
Danish, English, Finnish, French, Norwegian, Swedish. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

none. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Swedish kronor) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 15,230 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 15,230 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) 5,000 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 5,000 
Cost of copies (Rule 94.2), per page 4 
Cost of copies in paper form (Rules 44.3(b) and 71.2(b)),1 
per document 50 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier international or international-type 
search, 50% or 100% of the search fee paid according to Part I shall be refunded, depending 
upon the extent to which the Authority benefits from that earlier search. 

(4) Where on an earlier application, the priority of which is claimed, a search report 
has been issued by the Danish Patent Office, the Icelandic Patent Office, the National Board 
of Patents and Registration of Finland or the Norwegian Patent Office, and where the 
Authority benefits from that search report, the amount of SEK 1,400 shall be refunded in 
respect of the search fee paid according to Part I.  Where on an earlier application, the priority 
of which is claimed, a search report has been issued by the Swedish Patent and Registration 
Office, and where the Authority benefits from that search report, the amount of SEK 2,800 
shall be refunded in respect of the search fee paid according to Part I. 

(5) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the following amount of the 
preliminary examination fee shall be refunded: 

(a) refund of the full amount paid where Rule 54.4(a), 57.4(c) or 58.2(c) 
applies; 

(b) refund of the amount paid less the current amount of transmittal fee, where 
Rule 60.1(c) applies. 

                                                 
1 The applicant will receive free of charge a copy of each document containing non-patent literature.  Other 

documents are available electronically, free of charge, on the website www.prv.se. 
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(6) Where the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid 
shall be fully refunded. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

Danish, English, Finnish, French, Norwegian or Swedish, depending on the language in 
which the international application is filed or translated;  however, English or Swedish 
may be used in all cases. 

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION 

in relation to the functioning of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 
as an International Searching Authority 

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The United States Patent and Trademark Office and the International Bureau of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the United States Patent and Trademark Office as an 
International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation 
Treaty and approved this Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the United States Patent and Trademark Office; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement.   

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant and that any other requirements regarding such application as 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement have been met. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

The Authority shall indicate the International Patent Classification for the purposes of 
Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b) and may also apply the United States Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 

Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it. 
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Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force on January 1, 2008. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 

Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the United States Patent and Trademark Office gives the Director General of 
the World Intellectual Property Organization written notice to terminate this 
Agreement;  or 
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 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office written notice to terminate this 
Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the English language. 

For the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act, so far as Article 3(1) is concerned: 
United States of America, Barbados, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Egypt, India, 
Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, Philippines, Saint Lucia, South Africa, Trinidad 
and Tobago; 

 (ii) the following States for which it will act, so far as Article 3(2) is concerned: 
United States of America and,  
where the Authority has prepared the international search report, Barbados, 
Brazil, Dominican Republic, Egypt, India, Israel, Mexico, New Zealand, 
Philippines, Saint Lucia, South Africa, Trinidad and Tobago; 

 (iii) the following language which it will accept: 
English. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

subject matter which is searched or examined in United States national applications. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (US dollars) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 1,800 
Additional search fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 1,800 
Preparation of an international-type search report on a  
United States national application 40 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)): 
– where the international search fee has been paid on the 
 international application to the Authority 600 
– where the international search was carried out by another 
 Authority 750 
Additional examination fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 600 
Cost of copies (Rule 94.2): 
– US patent, per copy 3 
– non-US patent document, per copy 25 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the demand is considered, under Rule 54.4(a), 57.4(c), 58.2(c) or 60.1(c), 
as if it had not been submitted, the amount of the preliminary examination fee paid shall be 
fully refunded. 

(4) Where the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee 
paid, less a processing fee equivalent to the transmittal fee under Rule 14.1(b), shall be 
refunded. 

Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following language: 

English. 

____________________ 
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AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE NORDIC PATENT INSTITUTE 

AND THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  
OF THE WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION  

in relation to the functioning of the Nordic Patent Institute 
as an International Searching Authority  

and International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under the Patent Cooperation Treaty 

Preamble 

The Nordic Patent Institute and the International Bureau of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization, 

Considering that the PCT Assembly, having heard the advice of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, has appointed the Nordic Patent Institute as an International 
Searching and Preliminary Examining Authority under the Patent Cooperation Treaty and 
approved this Agreement in accordance with Articles 16(3) and 32(3), 

Hereby agree as follows: 

Article 1 
Terms and Expressions 

(1) For the purposes of this Agreement: 

(a) “Treaty” means the Patent Cooperation Treaty; 

(b) “Regulations” means the Regulations under the Treaty; 

(c) “Administrative Instructions” means the Administrative Instructions under 
the Treaty; 

(d) “Article” (except where a specific reference is made to an Article of this 
Agreement) means an Article of the Treaty; 

(e) “Rule” means a Rule of the Regulations; 

(f) “Contracting State” means a State party to the Treaty; 

(g) “the Authority” means the Nordic Patent Institute; 

(h) “the International Bureau” means the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization. 

(2) All other terms and expressions used in this Agreement which are also used in the 
Treaty, the Regulations or the Administrative Instructions have, for the purposes of this 
Agreement, the same meaning as in the Treaty, the Regulations and the Administrative 
Instructions. 
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Article 2 
Basic Obligations 

(1) The Authority shall carry out international search and international preliminary 
examination in accordance with, and perform such other functions of an International 
Searching Authority and International Preliminary Examining Authority as are provided 
under, the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this Agreement. 

(2) In carrying out international search and international preliminary examination, the 
Authority shall apply and observe all the common rules of international search and of 
international preliminary examination and, in particular, shall be guided by the PCT 
International Search and Preliminary Examination Guidelines. 

(3) The Authority shall maintain a quality management system in compliance with 
the requirements set out in the PCT International Search and Preliminary Examination 
Guidelines. 

(4) The Authority and the International Bureau shall, having regard to their respective 
functions under the Treaty, the Regulations, the Administrative Instructions and this 
Agreement, render, to the extent considered to be appropriate by both the Authority and the 
International Bureau, mutual assistance in the performance of their functions thereunder. 

Article 3 
Competence of Authority 

(1) The Authority shall act as International Searching Authority for any international 
application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State specified in 
Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the Authority for that 
purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the purposes of 
international search, is in the language or one of the languages specified in Annex A to this 
Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been chosen by the applicant. 

(2) The Authority shall act as International Preliminary Examining Authority for any 
international application filed with the receiving Office of, or acting for, any Contracting State 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement, provided that the receiving Office specifies the 
Authority for that purpose, that such application, or a translation thereof furnished for the 
purposes of international preliminary examination, is in the language or one of the languages 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement and, where applicable, that the Authority has been 
chosen by the applicant and that any other requirements regarding such application as 
specified in Annex A to this Agreement have been met. 

(3) Where an international application is filed with the International Bureau as 
receiving Office under Rule 19.1(a)(iii), paragraphs (1) and (2) apply as if that application had 
been filed with a receiving Office which would have been competent under Rule 19.1(a)(i) 
or (ii), (b) or (c) or Rule 19.2(i). 
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Article 4 
Subject Matter Not Required to Be Searched or Examined 

The Authority shall not be obliged to search, by virtue of Article 17(2)(a)(i), or 
examine, by virtue of Article 34(4)(a)(i), any international application to the extent that it 
considers that such application relates to subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1, as the 
case may be, with the exception of the subject matter specified in Annex B to this Agreement. 

Article 5 
Fees and Charges 

(1) A schedule of all fees of the Authority, and all other charges which the Authority 
is entitled to make, in relation to its functions as an International Searching Authority and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority, is set out in Annex C to this Agreement. 

(2) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement: 

 (i) refund the whole or part of the search fee paid, or waive or reduce the search 
fee, where the international search report can be wholly or partly based on the 
results of an earlier search (Rules 16.3 and 41.1); 

 (ii) refund the search fee where the international application is withdrawn or 
considered withdrawn before the start of the international search. 

(3) The Authority shall, under the conditions and to the extent set out in Annex C to 
this Agreement, refund the whole or part of the preliminary examination fee paid where the 
demand is considered as if it had not been submitted (Rule 58.3) or where the demand or the 
international application is withdrawn by the applicant before the start of the international 
preliminary examination. 

Article 6 
Classification 

For the purposes of Rules 43.3(a) and 70.5(b), the Authority shall indicate solely the 
International Patent Classification. 

Article 7 
Languages of Correspondence Used by the Authority 

For the purposes of correspondence, including forms, other than with the International 
Bureau, the Authority shall use the language or one of the languages indicated, having regard 
to the language or languages indicated in Annex A and to the language or languages whose 
use is authorized by the Authority under Rule 92.2(b), in Annex D. 
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Article 8 
International-Type Search 

The Authority shall carry out international-type searches to the extent decided by it.  

Article 9 
Entry into Force 

This Agreement shall enter into force one month after the date on which the Authority 
notifies the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization that it is 
prepared to start functioning as an International Searching Authority and as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority. 

Article 10 
Duration and Renewability 

This Agreement shall remain in force until December 31, 2017.  The parties to this 
Agreement shall, no later than July 2016, start negotiations for its renewal. 

Article 11 
Amendment 

(1) Without prejudice to paragraphs (2) and (3), amendments may, subject to 
approval by the Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union, be made to this 
Agreement by agreement between the parties hereto;  they shall take effect on the date agreed 
upon by them. 

(2) Without prejudice to paragraph (3), amendments may be made to the Annexes to 
this Agreement by agreement between the Director General of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization and the Authority;  they shall take effect on the date agreed upon by them. 

(3) The Authority may, by a notification to the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization: 

 (i) add to the indications of States and languages contained in Annex A to this 
Agreement; 

 (ii) amend the schedule of fees and charges contained in Annex C to this 
Agreement; 

 (iii) amend the indications of languages of correspondence contained in Annex D to 
this Agreement. 

(4) Any amendment notified under paragraph (3) shall take effect on the date 
specified in the notification, provided that, for any increase of fees or charges contained in 
Annex C, that date is at least one month later than the date on which the notification is 
received by the International Bureau. 
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Article 12 
Termination 

(1) This Agreement shall terminate before December 31, 2017: 

 (i) if the Nordic Patent Institute gives the Director General of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization written notice to terminate this Agreement;  
or 

 (ii) if the Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organization gives 
the Nordic Patent Institute written notice to terminate this Agreement. 

(2) The termination of this Agreement under paragraph (1) shall take effect one year 
after receipt of the notice by the other party, unless a longer period is specified in such notice 
or unless both parties agree on a shorter period. 

In witness whereof the parties hereto have executed this Agreement. 

Done at [city], this [date], in two originals in the Danish, English, Icelandic and 
Norwegian languages, each text being equally authentic. 

For the Nordic Patent Institute by: 

 

For the International Bureau by: 

[signature] 

 

[signature] 

 

Annex A 
States and Languages 

Under Article 3 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies: 

 (i) the following States for which it will act: 

(a) Denmark, Iceland, Norway; 

(b) any other Contracting State in accordance with the obligations of 
Denmark, Iceland and Norway within the framework of the European 
Patent Organisation; 

 (ii) the following languages which it will accept: 
Danish, English, Icelandic, Norwegian and Swedish. 

Annex B 
Subject Matter Not Excluded from Search or Examination 

The subject matter set forth in Rule 39.1 or 67.1 which, under Article 4 of the 
Agreement, is not excluded from search or examination, is the following: 

all subject matter searched or examined under the national patent grant procedure under 
the provisions of the Danish, Icelandic and Norwegian Patent Laws. 
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Annex C 
Fees and Charges 

Part I.  Schedule of Fees and Charges 

Kind of fee or charge Amount 
 (Danish kroner) 

Search fee (Rule 16.1(a)) 12,040 
Additional fee (Rule 40.2(a)) 12,040 
Preliminary examination fee (Rule 58.1(b)) 5,000 
Additional fee (Rule 68.3(a)) 5,000 
Protest fee (Rules 40.2(e) and 68.3(e)) 8,000 
Cost of copies in paper form (Rules 44.3(b) and 71.2(b)),   
per document 50 
Cost of copies (Rule 94.2), per page 3.25 

Part II.  Conditions for and Extent of Refunds or Reductions of Fees 

(1) Any amount paid by mistake, without cause, or in excess of the amount due, for 
fees indicated in Part I shall be refunded. 

(2) Where the international application is withdrawn or considered withdrawn, under 
Article 14(1), (3) or (4), before the start of the international search, the amount of the search 
fee paid shall be fully refunded. 

(3) Where the Authority benefits from an earlier international or international-type 
search, 50% of the search fee paid according to Part I shall be refunded. 

(4) Where on an earlier application, the priority of which is claimed, a search report 
has been issued by the Danish Patent Office, the Icelandic Patent Office, the Norwegian 
Patent Office or the Swedish Patent Office, and where the Authority benefits from that search 
report, the amount of 25% shall be refunded in respect of the search fee paid according to 
Part I. 

(5) In the cases provided for under Rule 58.3, the following amount of the 
preliminary examination fee shall be refunded: 

(a) refund of the full amount paid where Rule 54.4, 54bis.1(b) or 58bis.1(b) 
applies; 

(b) refund of the amount paid less the current amount of transmittal fee, where 
Rule 60.1(c) applies. 

(6) Where the international application or the demand is withdrawn before the start of 
the international preliminary examination, the amount of the preliminary examination fee 
shall be fully refunded. 
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 Annex D 
Languages of Correspondence 

Under Article 7 of the Agreement, the Authority specifies the following languages: 

Danish, English, Icelandic, Norwegian and Swedish, depending on the language in 
which the international application is filed or translated;  however, English may be used 
in all cases.  

____________________ 
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FEES PAYABLE UNDER THE PCT 

ES Spain 

The Spanish Patent and Trademark Office has notified new amounts of fees, in euro 
(EUR), payable to it as receiving Office and as designated (or elected) Office.  These amounts, 
applicable from 1 January 2008, are as follows: 

Transmittal fee: EUR 69.25 

Fee for priority document   
(PCT Rule 17.1(b)): EUR 27.70 

National fee:  
 For patent:  
  Filing fee: EUR 89.89 
 For utility model:  
  Filing fee: EUR 89.89 

[Updating of Annex C(ES) and of the National Chapter, Summary (ES) of the  
PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

XN Nordic Patent Institute 

Further to the publication in Official Notices (PCT Gazette) of 13 December 2007, 
pages 272 to 278, of the Agreement between the Nordic Patent Institute and the International 
Bureau in relation to the functioning of the Institute as an International Searching and 
International Preliminary Examining Authority under the PCT, due to enter into force on 
1 January 2008, and pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(b), equivalent amounts of the search fee have 
been established in Swiss francs (CHF), euro (EUR) and US dollars (USD).  These amounts, 
applicable from 1 January 2008, are CHF 2,667, EUR 1,615 and USD 2,274, respectively. 

Furthermore, pursuant to PCT Rule 57.2(c), the equivalent amount of the handling fee has 
been established in Danish kroner (DKK).  This amount, also applicable from 1 January 2008, is 
DKK 900. 

RECEIVING OFFICES 

DK Denmark 

The Danish Patent and Trademark Office has specified the Nordic Patent Institute, in 
addition to the European Patent Office (EPO) and the Swedish Patent and Registration Office, as 
competent International Searching and International Preliminary Examining Authority as from 
1 January 2008 for international applications filed by nationals and residents of Denmark with the 
Danish Patent and Trademark Office as receiving Office. 

[Updating of Annex C(DK) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 
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IS Iceland 

The Icelandic Patent Office has specified the Nordic Patent Institute, in addition to the 
European Patent Office (EPO) and the Swedish Patent and Registration Office, as competent 
International Searching and International Preliminary Examining Authority as from 
1 January 2008 for international applications filed by nationals and residents of Iceland with the 
Icelandic Patent Office as receiving Office. 

[Updating of Annex C(IS) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

LA Lao People’s Democratic Republic  
IB International Bureau 

The International Bureau acting for the Department of Intellectual Property, 
Standardization and Metrology (Lao People’s Democratic Republic) has specified the 
European Patent Office (EPO) as competent International Searching and International 
Preliminary Examining Authority for international applications filed by nationals and residents of 
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic with the International Bureau as receiving Office. 

[Updating of Annex C(IB) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 

NO Norway 

The Norwegian Patent Office has specified the Nordic Patent Institute, in addition to the 
European Patent Office (EPO) and the Swedish Patent and Registration Office, as competent 
International Searching and International Preliminary Examining Authority as from 
1 January 2008 for international applications filed by nationals and residents of Norway with the 
Norwegian Patent Office as receiving Office. 

[Updating of Annex C(NO) of the PCT Applicant’s Guide] 




