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WIPO organized Uganda’s first
Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)
seminar and workshop since its

accession to the Treaty, with a
view to promoting better use of
industrial property in the country.
This was the first PCT seminar held
in Uganda since its accession to
the PCT in 1995. Uganda is now

updating regulations for imple-
menting revised industrial proper-
ty laws, which have brought legis-
lation up to standards for
developing countries. WIPO now
aims to promote the use of indus-
trial property and the PCT system
in particular among active and
potential users, and to train staff
and patent agents in the practical
procedures of the PCT.

The two-day seminar attracted
some 50 participants, mostly
lawyers and government officials.
The participants were concerned
with issues pertaining to the safety
of divulging inventions to patent
agents while filing patent applica-
tions, ways of protecting tradition-
al knowledge; and how to stop
piracy in the music industry. 

Mr. Christopher Kiige from the
African Regional Industrial
Property Organization (ARIPO),
which is the PCT receiving Office
for Uganda, highlighted the func-
tions and services offered by the
Office.

Some 25 patent agents and the
staff from the Registrar General’s
Department attended the work-
shop on the third day. The work-
shop focused on PCT procedures.
Each of the participants was guid-
ed through the steps to complete
the PCT Request and Demand
forms as a practical exercise. The
events imparted valuable industri-
al property training and covered
the practical aspects of PCT pro-
cedures to a cross-section of
stakeholders.

WIPO SUPPORTS
GENEVA INTERNATIONAL

MUSIC COMPETITION
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WIPO sponsored the first spring
concert of Les Amis du Concours
de Genève on April 30. The con-
cert features the winners of the
2001 Geneva International Music
Competition, one of the world’s
oldest and most prestigious music
competitions, which attracts some

150 young musicians of more
than 30 nationalities each year.
The performers included Silvia
Careddu (Italy/flute) Roland
Krüger (Germany/piano), and the
Terpsy-cordes Quartet (Bulgaria,
Italy and Switzerland). The musi-
cians performed works by
Mozart, Schubert, Schumann and
Prokofiev.

Despite her young age, Ms Careddu,
a flautist, has already won a num-
ber of international music compe-
titions. She started her musical
studies in Cagliari, her home
town, went on to Rome, then to
Paris, where she was awarded
unanimously the First Prize 

with congratulations by the
Conservatoire National Supérieur
de Musique de Paris. Ms. Careddu
went on to win many other
prizes, before being awarded,
again unanimously, the First Prize
and the Public’s Prize at the
Geneva Competition. Mr. Krüger,
who had already obtained a first
prize in the National Competition
of Wartburg during his studies,
won the First Prize in piano, and
the Public’s Prize at the Geneva
Competition. The Terpsy-cordes
Quartet, created in 1997 in
Geneva, won the First Prize in 
for the best interpretation of a
composed work.

WIPO’s sponsorship of this event
is part of its ongoing effort to raise
public awareness of the relevance
of the intellectual property system
to creators, musicians and artists,
as well as the general public. 
The intellectual property system
enables talented individuals to
secure a livelihood from their cre-
ativity and benefits the general
public by permitting access to
such enriching works and per-
formances. Thanks to the intellec-
tual property system, particularly
the laws of copyright, many of the
winners of this illustrious compe-
tition, who include world famous
music personalities such as the late
Sir Georg Solti, have been able to
achieve great success in their
recorded and live performances.

“The Geneva International Music
Competition and other similar
competitions play an extremely
important role in recognizing and
supporting the creative work of
talented young musicians from
around the world,“ said WIPO
Deputy Director General Rita
Hayes. “WIPO is delighted to
support the organizers’ efforts to
nurture young musicians and to
bring their work to a broader pub-
lic audience,” she added.

Copyright and its related rights,
which are associated with the
production, dissemination and
performance of artistic works, are
essential to human creativity by
giving creators incentives in the
form of recognition and fair eco-
nomic rewards. Under this system
of rights, creators are assured that
their works can be disseminated
without fear of unauthorized
copying or piracy. This in turn
helps increase access to and
enhances the enjoyment of cul-
ture, knowledge and entertain-
ment all over the world.
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NEWS
ROUNDUP

Workshop on 
Member States’ Experiences 
with ccTLDs

WIPO cooperated with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) in its Workshop on Member
States’ experiences with country code top-level domains (ccTLDs) held in Geneva on March 3 and 4. Over
150 participants, including Member State representatives, representatives of IGOs, ccTLD administrators,
the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) and other parties attended the
Workshop. The WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Center gave a presentation on the WIPO ccTLD Best
Practices for the Prevention and Resolution of Intellectual Property Disputes. The Center also reported on its
experience in advising administrators of over 50 ccTLDs on managing intellectual property in their domains
and on its activities as dispute resolution service provider for 32 ccTLDs. The WIPO Center continues to give
intellectual property advice to the administrators of ccTLDs on an ongoing basis.

◆

PCT Seminar 
and Training in Uganda
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