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Modifications of the Administrative Instructions Under the PCT:
Introduction of a New Form

Madam,
Sir,

Following consultation under Rule 89.2(b) of the Patent Cooperation
Treaty (PCT), a new PCT Form, entitled the “International Application Status
Form” (IASF) (Form PCT/IB/399), is introduced with effect from the date of this
Circular, addressed to your Office in its capacity as a designated/elected Office
under the PCT.

The new Form, a copy of which is enclosed, was initially proposed by the
International Bureau in Circulars C.PCT 746 dated June 21, 2000, and
C.PCT 791 dated May 18, 2001.

The Form will provide, in a consolidated and convenient manner, the
information currently communicated by way of various PCT/IB Forms which
Offices are entitled to receive from the International Bureau in their capacity as
designated/elected Offices.  It will contain information as on record at the
International Bureau on the date on which it is established.

As a result of the deployment of the IMPACT Communication System,
which was the subject of a separate announcement by way of Circular
C.PCT 907 dated May 9, 2003, the Form is now available, but only, for the time
being, to Offices making specific requests in respect of certain international
applications (see Circulars C.PCT 746 and C.PCT 791).  In other words, it is not
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available, for the time being, on a systematic basis in respect of all applications
in which a particular Office is designated/elected.1

Consequently, if your Office wishes to receive the Form in respect of
certain international applications, a specific request should be addressed to the
International Bureau, indicating the international applications concerned.

Any questions related to this Circular and the new Form are to be addressed
to Mr. Gijsbert Beijer (tel.:  +41 22 338 9479;
e-mail:  gijsbertus.beijer@wipo.int).

Sincerely yours,

Francis Gurry
Assistant Director General

Enclosure:  International Application Status Form (IASF) (Form PCT/IB/399)

                                             
1 It is recalled that Offices may choose, separately for each type of document, to receive the

document systematically (“Systematic Communication”) or only upon request (“Communication
on Request”).  In the case of Systematic Communication, the International Bureau transmits to the
Offices concerned all documents which they are entitled to receive under the PCT and for which
they have chosen this form of communication.  In the case of Communication on Request, the
International Bureau only sends to the Offices concerned those documents which they are entitled
to receive and which they have specifically requested.
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