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Ladies and gentlemen, good afternoon everyone!

I am from Anxi,southeast of China.China is the homeland of tea. Of the three major alcohol-free beverages – tea, coffee and cocoa – tea is beneficial to both our physical and psychological health. It is very popular nowadays around the world. Tea is regarded as the “drink of health” in the United Kingdom and the British has the habit of tea drinking in the morning and aftermeal in the afternoon. It is also thought to be the most gentle and romantic beverage by the French. In Japan, tea is what-so-called medicine to treat everything. 

I believe all of you here have tasted tea, but I’m not sure how much you know about the Chinese tea culture, and especially how much you learn about An Xi Tikuanyin, one of the most famous Oolong tea in China. I hope my brief introduction today could enhance your understanding of China and Chinese An Xi Tikuanyin.  

China is the origin of tea and has the earliest record of tea planting and tea drinking in the world. The first book on tea, Literature of Tea was written by Lu Yu of Tang Dynasty. The Chinese, from the ancient emperors to the general public today, are all familiar with tea and enjoy drinking tea. Tea has been one of the indispensable daily necessities in China since time immemorial. There is an old saying, “Tea must be among one of the first seven things to think about in the morning”. That is, tea is part of our life in China. Tasting tea together in the tea house and treating guests with tea is a kind of our social life and pastime. Along with the long history of tea drinking, there comes our tea culture, which is an important part of the Chinese culture. 

We have a long history and advanced methods of tea planting, processing and drinking. The five-thousand-year Chinese history is also a history of Chinese tea. As early as 1,200 years ago, Chinese tea was exported to over 50 countries through the “silk road at sea”. 

Chinese tea can be classified into six categories according to the different methods by which it is processed: green tea, red tea, Oolong tea, white tea, yellow tea and black tea. Among them An Xi Tikuanyin is the most premium Oolong tea and also one of the most famous tea in the world. 

According to history records, Tikuanyin was discovered by local people in An Xi Xi Ping in Qing Dynasty between A.D.1725 and A.D.1736. There are two beautiful folk tales about its origin, which adds more mystery to it. The first one is, there was an old tea farmer Wei in Songtou Village of An Xi, Fujian Province in the 18th century. He was so devoted to Bodhisattva that he kept making three cups of tea for Bodhisattva every day for tens of years. One night, he dreamt of an attractive and fragrant tea tree standing on the cliff. So he went out to look for it the next day and to his surprise, he found it. It had a very nice taste, so he took some leaves home and grew it in his iron pots. Three years later, he treated his guests with this tea and won high praises on its taste. Since the tea was given to him by Bodhisattva through his dream and was planted in his iron pots with leaves heavy like iron, people called the tea Tikuanyin, which means Iron Bodhisattva. Another story is, in the 18th century there was a man named Wang who loved to travel around. One day he saw a very special tea tree on the rocks of a mountain in An Xi. So he took good care of the tree and gave the tea to the Emperor. The Emperor liked the taste very much. Having noticed that the shape of the tea was like Bodhisattva and the weight like iron, the Emperor  named it Tikuanyin, which means Iron Bodhisattva.  

The Tikuanyin tea tree has strict requirements on the climate and geology environment. It must grow at a certain altitude of between 300 and 1,000 meters. With a lower altitude, the temperature is high, which could lead to a very fast grow up of the tree and thin leaves that are not in a good quality. With a higher altitude, the temperature is low, which could lead to a very slow grow up of the tree and the leaves are not in a good quality either. Altitude between 300 and 1,000 meters with fogs, lights and fertilized soil is necessary to grow high-quality Tikuanyin. As well as the altitude, the direction of the tea gardens is also important. Facing the north can help the trees avoid all-day long sunlight and is good to form the aroma of the leaves. That’s why even today when the high-tech on tree planting and production are well developed, Tikuanyin still only grow in An Xi, Fujian Province, southeast China. 

The outstanding quality of An Xi Tikuanyin is attributed to the soil, altitude, precipitation, temperature and humidity in An Xi. Although An Xi is only 3,057.25 square kilometers in size, it has a perfect and magic land for Tikuanyin. It is on latitude 20°50" - 25°26" North, longitude 117°36" - 118°17" East and altitude 400 - 1,000 meters. It is mountainous with fogs all year around where warm current from the east and cold current from the north meet. It has an average temperature of 18 degrees centigrade and over 78% relative humidity. It has 1,800 hours duration of sunshine and 1,700-1,800 millimeters of rain fall annually. Besides, the acidic soil has a PH between 4.5 and 5.6. All these are natural advantages for Tikuanyin to grow in An Xi. 

As well as the advanced natural environment, the quality of An Xi Tikuanyin also comes from the strict picking and processing methods. An Xi Tikuanyin leaves must be picked in the afternoon, avoiding hot and humid weather and strong sunlight to make sure the fresh leaves contain appropriate water level. An Xi Tikuanyin is processed by a traditional three-phase and ten-procedure method, among which the fermentation phase is very essential. Since Tikuanyin is a partial fermented tea, it relies on the experienced professionals to look, smell, touch and feel the leaves to decide the fermentation status. Any carelessness in procedures will harm quality of the tea. Before going on the market, An Xi Tikuanyin will be under quality control inspection again on its look, smell, feel and taste – it’s water level should be less than 6.5%, and it should be dark green and black in colour, orchard fragrant in smell, fresh and smooth in taste.

We An Xi people discovered Tikuanyin and have developed it for years. It is our responsibility to protect it. And we have actively taken effective measures for years to protect it. 

Firstly, we set national standards for the production and trade of An Xi Tikuanyin. Enforcement of the standards is under the supervision of An Xi Tea Company. Secondly, we take efforts in stamping out the illicit trade – counterfeit and contraband- by sampling and testing in all sales regions nationwide. Thirdly, we registered the Tikuanyin trademark to avoid the abuse of the brand. Fourthly, we protect Tikuanyin by keeping business confidentiality of the unique traditional processing method. Also, we build up a consistent distribution network and we are working with supply chain and channels to ensure only the best Tikuanyin can go on market. Last but not the least, we are committed to protect the natural environment of the tea trees and conserve biodiversity in tea gardens. 

An Xi Tikuanyin has now become an international famous brand and is well known for its high quality. It has been exported to Japan, Southeast Asia, Europe, America, etc. to meet the great demands all over the world.

Ladies and gentlemen, tea is a reflection of the Chinese history and culture and is a traditional and precious beverage to treat guests. As the top tea in China, An Xi Tikuanyin will be a goodwill messenger. We sincerely welcome all of you to travel to China and to visit the mysterious An Xi. Then you will taste the unique Tikuanyin in An Xi and take the aroma with you around the world!  

Thank you! And again, welcome you to China!
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