Irina Svetlitskaya, chief inspector of Enforcement Department of the State Customs Committee of the Republic of Belarus.
My responsibilities:
· considering applications on taking measures on protection of intellectual property rights,
· keeping the customs register of intellectual property objects,
· implementing measures on protection of intellectual property rights.
The State Customs Committee of the Republic of Belarus is a central customs administration and it is subordinate to the President and the Government of Belarus. There are 11 customs offices that act in 6 administrative regions of the Republic of Belarus.
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The Customs Authorities of the Republic of Belarus has been empowered to take measures on protection of intellectual property rights since 2001.

The procedure of taking measures on protection of intellectual property rights is stipulated by Chapter 46 of the Custom Code of the Customs Union and Chapter 12 of the Customs Code of the Republic of Belarus and is based on international standards in this field (TRIPS).

This procedure is as follows.
The right-holder or its representative submits an application on taking measures on protection of intellectual property rights to the State Customs Committee of the Republic of Belarus.
The State Customs Committee of the Republic of Belarus considers this application within one month.

In case of positive decision, an object of intellectual property is added to the National Customs  Register of intellectual property objects and it is free of charge.
The maximum period during which the customs authorities are to take measures to protect right-holder’s rights is 2 years and this period may not exceed the period of validity of the right-holder’s rights.
Now the national customs register of intellectual property objects contains 67 trademarks. This register can be found on the IPR protection page of the official website of the State Customs Committee of the Republic of Belarus website (http://customs.gov.by/ru/regulation/business/VED/1725743475).

The procedure of suspension of release of goods corresponds to provisions of TRIPS. 
In case of suspension of release of goods the right-holder or its representative may apply for protection of intellectual property rights to the competent authorities (internal affairs bodies, the National Center of Intellectual Property, court collegium on intellectual property rights of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus, etc.) or submit an application on refusal in taking measures on protection of intellectual property rights.
The Customs Code of the Customs Union stipulates the keeping of the single register of intellectual property objects together with the national register of intellectual property objects.
The conditions of adding intellectual property objects to the single customs register and order of its keeping are stipulated by the Agreement on the single customs register of intellectual property of the customs union member states (dated 21.05.2010) and the Regulation of interaction between customs authorities of the customs union member states on keeping the single customs register of intellectual property approved by the decision of the Commission of the Customs Union (dated 18.06.2010). The Federal customs Service is authorized to keep the single register.

Since 2011 the customs authorities of the Republic of Belarus are empowered to initiate administrative proceedings for infringements of intellectual property rights.

At the same time Belarusian customs officers detect and prevent attempts of counterfeit goods smuggling during customs control and special operations.
Belarusian-Baltic and Belarusian-Polish borders are actively used for the illegal export of cigarettes, while the illegal import prevails export on Belarusian-Ukrainian and Belarusian-Russian borders. The problem of counterfeit goods at the market is one of the main problems related to the illicit trade in cigarettes for Belarus as well as other countries. The saturation of the market with officially manufactured tobacco products is accompanied by the flow of counterfeit cigarettes. If in 2008 customs authorities seized about 1 million counterfeit cigarettes, in 2009 this figure exceeded 7 million cigarettes and 10 million cigarettes in 2010.
Altogether in this year customs authorities seized more than 100 million cigarettes. 

While forecasting the further increase in illegal cigarette traffic, the State Customs Committee of the Republic of Belarus identified as one of its priorities in the fight against cigarette smuggling the development of partnership relations “customs-business” with manufacturers of tobacco products in accordance with the WCO SAFE Framework of Standards to Secure and Facilitate Global Trade.
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