Brief on IP enforcement in Israel

IP Police Unit

Organization
IP enforcement unit is a part of the economic enforcement in LAHAV police unit, under the Ministry of Public Security.

The unit initiates investigations with regards to IP infringements, with an emphasis on economic enforcement in appropriate cases, and supervises teams in different districts.

Representative: 

Lieutenant Shlomi Hackmon,

Head of IP enforcement unit in the police

State Attorney's office

Organization:
State Attorney's office administrates and supervises the criminal prosecution and establishes guidelines and policy as to prosecuting criminal cases in all instances, 
including cases regarding IP infringement.
The State Attorney's Office and the Legislation and Counsel Division are departments within the Ministry of Justice.
The State Attorney's Office and the Legislation Division cooperate on legislation initiatives, especially regarding criminal sanctions.

Representative: 

Steve Buaron

Senior deputy to the State Attorney

Economic Crimes Department

State Attorney's Office

Enforcement forum

The State Attorney's Office and the Legislation department in the Ministry of Justice established an inter-office enforcement forum whose members include the tax authority, ministry of health enforcement unit, customs representatives, and police investigation, intelligence, and prosecution representatives.  

The forum provides the framework in the realm of IP enforcement and provides a platform for sharing intelligence and professional information.

The forum and its members initiate training programs for police and customs officers as well as prosecutors.

Customs & Border enforcement
The customs authority is a part of the Ministry of finance and is an important part of the enforcement of IP rights. It takes active part in the enforcement forum and cooperates with the police in appropriate cases.
Suspension of Release by Customs Authority regarding suspected goods - TRIPS procedure (Articles 51 – 60).
Initiation of procedures - Customs \ Police intelligence, customs random examination, Rights owners.

Digital Image is sent by customs to the right owner for his examination and response in real time.
Follow up procedures vary according to the circumstances and include simplified procedure, administrative sanctions and criminal investigation, according to the evidence and severity of the case. 
Administrative procedures are prompt. Civil and criminal procedures vary in duration, according to the claims and circumstance.

Right owners are obliged to provide assurances in accordance with the TRIPS. 
The customs allows a standing assurance for unlimited requests, in order to simplify procedures. 

There are no other fees to the customs when filing a request.
The customs has a standing committee that convenes with representatives of the Israeli bar association, as representatives of right owners, in order to better procedures and deal with challenges. 
The customs officers conduct seminars on identification of goods, by professionals and right owners 
Destruction
Destruction costs are laid on the infringing importer.

Destruction procedures are coordinated with the ministry of environmental protection.
Seizures by customs:
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Goods Seized (2010):

   Market surveillance

Market surveillance is done by the police and in relevant cases also by ministry of health enforcement unit, both of which take part in the enforcement forum and establish independent cooperation as well as with the tax authority and customs through defined liaisons

Right holders and their representatives meet on demand to consult regarding infringement and may initiate investigations or provide intelligence, in addition to police and customs initiative.

Courts

IP cases are heard by either the Magistrates or District Courts according to the circumstances.

The prosecution deals with dozens of criminal cases in different stages, by the state attorney's office, and the police and customs prosecution units. 

Court decisions are available through commercial websites or databases, but regularly in Hebrew.

Other Cooperation examples

Combined enforcement against trademark infringement regarding pharma products: Joint investigations of ministry of health, tax authority and the police IP unit, the result are numerous criminal charges currently in courts, some including money laundering. A few of the charges already ended with conviction.

Legislation initiatives introduced by the Ministry of Justice with input from relevant stake holders with regard to IP Infringement on the internet.
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