National Cultural Policy of intangible cultural heritage - Bulgaria

Part of the national cultural policy of Bulgaria is the protection of its intangible cultural heritage. In this regard, the Ministry of Culture has a very active role, aimed at developing the national program "Living Heritage - Bulgaria", which started in 2008. Bulgaria is a country with an extremely large variety of expressions of intangible cultural heritage and folklore, for the protection of which it is important to identify custodians and recognize their role as such. By ‘Living Heritage’ we mean persons who have the necessary knowledge and skills to interpret or create specific elements of intangible cultural heritage, which evidences the living cultural traditions and the creative genius of groups, communities and individuals.

By reason of the many specific characteristics of the intangible cultural heritage and the institutional structure in Bulgaria, the program is coordinated jointly by the Ministry of Culture, the Institute for Folklore at the Bulgarian Academy for Science and with the assistance of the National Commission for UNESCO. 

Bulgaria ratified the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Heritage Convention and now follows the recommended framework of UNESCO in developing its national program considering the specific factors and conditions on its territory. 
Sticking to the fundamental objective of UNESCO Programme – preserving those knowledge and skills that are necessary for presentation, interpretation or creation of cultural expressions of historical, artistic or cultural importance – the Ministry of Culture follows the some basic directions in its activity such as:
· 
Providing conditions for granting special benefits and subsidies, on the one hand, to Bulgarian living human treasures for continuing the improvement of knowledge and skills, handing them down to next generations, and, on the other hand, to the competent institutions for collecting, preserving in the form of audiovisual recordings, publications, etc., including the organizing public presentations at national and international levels and encouraging young people to acquiring traditional knowledge and skills for the recreation of individual elements of intangible heritage. 
• 
developing a relevant legal framework to regulate the activities of the state and its competent authorities for the preservation, protection, promotion and transmission of intangible cultural heritage. 
• identification and nomination of the elements of intangible cultural heritage, which must be kept at local and national level. 
• 
establishing an expert committee or body to make recommendations with regards to choosing "living human treasures", the final decision on which shall be taken by the Minister of Culture. 
•
 implementing inclusion criteria with regards to the ‘living human treasures’ program, some of which being the value as evidence of the creative genius of humanity, connection to cultural and social traditions and others. 
• 
organizing public recognition ceremonies and the awarding badges for recognized personalities as "living human treasures". 
•
 implementation of measures for the permanent preservation of intangible cultural heritage like preparation of personnel, collection of relevant documentation related to the knowledge and skills of "living human treasures" and organization of activities to ensure public involvement about intangible heritage by regular shows, cultural events, exhibitions and other initiatives. 


The procedure for nomination of "living human treasures" in Bulgaria goes through the following stages:

• 
The nomination of "living human treasures" is held every two years. 
• 
Right to nominations is given to the Bulgarian community centers as the oldest cultural institutions, which are presented in almost every village in Bulgaria, as well as local museums. They submit names of individuals or groups to be nominated as Living Human Treasures, attaching the appropriate documentation that attests to the uniqueness. One primary institution may suggest only one nomination per session, whichever the fields of the intangible cultural heritage, in accordance with the regional lists of the Bulgarian register for intangible cultural heritage. 
•
 The submitted nominations from a region are examined and selected by expert committees that include representatives of the relevant regional community center, the Regional Museum, and an independent expert from the Institute of Folklore at the Bulgarian Academy for Science. These committees carry out the primary selection of nominations and offer several nominations per area for final selection. Files that do not continue to secondary selection, are stored at the National Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
• 
28 of the primary selected elements are presented to the national audience in 15 minute videos on the National Television in a campaign that is widely acknowledged as a national program of ‘living human treasures’, each video starting with the logo of UNESCO. 
•
 National committee of experts in all fields of the intangible cultural heritage discuss on the 28 regional nominations and make a reasoned proposal to the National Council for intangible cultural heritage. 
• 
The selection made by the National Board is approved by the Minister of Culture and officially announced on officially chosen date. 
• 
Nominations for Living Human Treasures can be individuals and groups. 
• 
All nominations must be made with the agreement and in close cooperation with the owners of the respective cultural traditions. 


In 2008 165 nominations were submitted for participation in the regional stage. 25 of them were distinguished at a national level and five were proposed to the Minister of Culture for recognition as living human treasures. 


On June 24, 2008 at the National History Museum the five distinguished nominations on national level were awarded with diploma and a plaque of the Ministry of Culture and their names were entered into the representative list "Living Human Treasures - Bulgaria". The organizations that made nominations were financially encouraged by the amount of BGN 2000 to support the implementation of the Plan for Preservation of the element. 

To this day on the territory of Bulgaria the nomination under the Program "Living Human Treasures - Bulgaria" has started for the second time, where the selection on national level is expected to end by August 2010. At that time the Tenth Jubilee National Festival for Folklore in Koprivshtitsa shall be held, the main organizer of which is the Ministry of Culture. 


Throughout the country at that time for the second time procedure started nominating candidates under the "Living Human Treasures - Bulgaria", as the selection at national level is expected to close in August 2010 when there will be a Tenth Jubilee National Festival of folklore in Koprivshtitsa, the main organizer is the Ministry of Culture and where to express is the best carriers of intangible cultural heritage. 
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