PCT - STANDARD FOR THE ELECTRONIC FILING AND PROCESSING

OF INTERNATIONAL APPLICATIONS

Proposal for change (PFC) from the Trilateral Offices  (EPO, JPO, USPTO)

	Submitted by
	EPO / JPO / USPTO
	Date: 

15-10-2002

	Requested modification
	Add the following data elements to the ICE:  <previously-filed-application>  and <B690>:  Previously filed application

	Suggested handling of this proposal     
	
	expedited consideration

	PFC  TO-07/EP1
	Detailed description of PFC:
Under EPC 2000 the applicant may file "by reference to a previously filed application". This means, rather than filing the text of a new EP application, the applicant refers to the description, any drawings, and potentially claims of that previously filed application. Such reference to date/state/number of the previously filed application is enough for obtaining a date of filing for the new EP application. 
A new INID code is being proposed by the EPO to WIPO - code (69) -  which will entail updating two WIPO standards: ST. 9 and ST.36.  Therefore, it is a generic tag, not EPO specific.
Under <bibliographic-data> and then under <related-documents> optional, of course:

<!--Previously filed application

(INID 69, ST.32: B690)-->

<!ELEMENT previously-filed-application  (#PCDATA | document-id)* >

<!ATTLIST previously-filed-application

               id  ID    #IMPLIED  >

Under <SDOBI> and the <B600> (only for EPO):

<!ELEMENT B690  (dnum,date,ctry,kind?,dtxt*) >

<!ATTLIST B690

               id  ID    #IMPLIED  >

	Items impacted
	· Addition to ICE and  xx-patent-document.dtd  
It is not yet in Annex F (EPO may use an ep- tag for this)

	Reason
	To comply with EPC 2000 and proposed new INID code (69)
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