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MEETING OF THE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT BETWEEN ARCT, ARIPO, OAPI AND OMPI

NINTH SESSION

REPORT

KRIBI (Cameroon), June 26 and 29, 2000

and YAOUNDE, June 28 and 29, 2000

I.
OPENING OF THE MEETING

The meeting was opened by Mr. Chirambo, Director General of ARIPO and outgoing Chairman.  In his address, Mr. Chirambo welcomed the participants and thanked OAPI for the warm welcome extended to them.

II.
ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN


The Consultative Committee elected Mr. Anthioumane N’Diaye, Director General of OAPI, Chairman of the session.  Mr. N’Diaye said what a pleasure it was for him to act as host to the meeting.  He expressed the wish that the recommendations and resolutions that emerged from it might strengthen relations between the four institutions.

III.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The Consultative Committee adopted the agenda as appearing in Annex I to this document.

IV.
REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISIONS ADOPTED AT THE


EIGHTH SESSION


After having listed the various resolutions adopted at the eighth session, each Institution reported on the activities that it had conducted under the Quadripartite Agreement since that session.


The reports are as follows:

1.
Dissemination of technological information


On the subject of dissemination of technological information, OAPI and ARIPO informed the Committee that they had been connected to WIPOnet and had established websites.  They expressed the wish that WIPO’s efforts might continue with assistance in the compilation of databases.


ARCT repeated its wish to be connected to WIPOnet.  In that connection WIPO explained that OAPI and ARIPO had been selected in the pilot stage of the project; at present those organizations had to be identified that were to be included in the second stage of connections.  The request of ARCT regarding connection to WIPOnet would be given full attention.

2.
Cooperation among developing countries


The Committee mentioned the difficulty of organizing events involving countries that had different official languages.  It had therefore approached WIPO with a view to being provided with simultaneous interpretation for such events.  All had taken part in events organized by each party.

3.
Promotion of inventive activity


It had been agreed that the winners of the OAU/WIPO prizes would be awarded free patents by OAPI and ARIPO.  To that end WIPO had been asked to communicate the names of the winners of the last prizes to the two organizations, and to inform those concerned that, if they wished to be granted patents, they should file applications.

4.
Manual of technology transfer contract negotiation


ARCT had sent copies of the above manual to WIPO, ARIPO and OAPI as agreed at the previous session.

5.
Awareness action


Since the previous session WIPO, ARCT and ARIPO had organized promotional seminars on intellectual property, scientific research and technological innovation.

6.
Promotional work among users of the OAPI and ARIPO systems


As agreed, promotional campaigns among users of the OAPI and ARIPO systems would be conducted in Europe during September 2000, before the meetings of the WIPO Assemblies.

7.
Promotion of accessions


OAPI informed the Committee that Equatorial Guinea had acceded to the Bangui Agreement. ARIPO for its part announced to the Committee that Mozambique had become a member of ARIPO and had acceded to the Harare Protocol, while Uganda would soon be acceding to the Banjul Protocol.  ARCT reported on its approaches to Côte d’Ivoire, Mali and South Africa.

8.
Intellectual property training center


WIPO said that its current concern was the strengthening of the Worldwide Academy.  There were also plans to initiate cooperative relations between the Worldwide Academy and universities.  ARCT repeated its wish to be benefit from the training provided by the Worldwide Academy.  It was advised to send a request to that effect to the Worldwide Academy, with a list of persons to be trained and the program desired.

9.
Revision of the Quadripartite Agreement


The Consultative Committee agreed to await the completion of the ARCT-ARCEDEM merger that was in progress before proceeding with the revision of the Quadripartite Agreement.

10.
ARCT-ARCEDEM Merger


ARCT informed the Committee that the merger would move into its third stage, which consisted in having the documents prepared for the purpose ratified by Ministers.

11.
African Invention and Technological Innovation Fair


The Fair could not be held in 1999 as originally programmed.  It would certainly be held in 2000.

12.
Developments in connection with Internet domain names


The Committee was informed that the recommendations of  the WIPO report on Internet domain names had begun to be applied, notably as far as conflict prevention and dispute settlement were concerned.  A number of cases had already been referred to the authorized organizations and to WIPO.

13.
Creation of committees to monitor the implementation of the TRIPS Agreement


The Committee was informed that certain States had set up committees to monitor the implementation of the TRIPS Agreement.  The Committee recommended encouraging the other States to do likewise.

14.
Non-governmental structures


The Committee repeated its recommendation that non-governmental structures be established for the promotion of intellectual property in Africa.  In particular it suggested the creation of associations of patent agents.

15.
Heightening the intellectual property awareness of African economic organizations 

WIPO informed the Committee of its project for entering into an agreement with African economic organizations and the OAU with a view to including intellectual property in their economic programs.  The OAU also needed to be targeted so that it took due account of intellectual property in its economic development strategies.

OAPI had taken part in the events organized by West African Economic and Monetary Union with a view to including intellectual property in its industrialization policy.  Moves had been undertaken with a view to OAPI and ARIPO taking part in the forthcoming ECOWAS summit as observers.  The Committee encouraged OAPI and ARIPO to continue their action with the view to acquiring observer status in the OAU.

V.
EVENTS PLANNED FOR THE AFRICAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND TECHNOLOGY DAY


On this point the Consultative Committee considered two aspects:


The first had to do with the activities that could be conducted on the Day.  To that end a letter would be sent by the OAU to the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of its member States on the initiative of OAPI and ARIPO, in order that the OAU consecration of September 13 as the Day might be known to all, and that during it activities such as open days or days of reflection might be held in each State.


The second part involved the planning of an event at the headquarters of the OAU in the course of which the heads of intellectual property organizations and the Secretary General of the OAU would make speeches.  In the course of that event the idea of an African Intellectual Property Ambassador would be launched, and certain eminent personalities would be designated African Intellectual Property Ambassadors of the Year for the music, literature, film and technology sectors.

The Ambassadors would be responsible throughout the year for bearing the message of intellectual property for Africa or all over the world.


The Committee noted that, on the regional level, ARCT would be organizing a workshop in Porto Novo during the week of September 13.  ARCT wished to see other organizations to take part in the workshop, which was placed in the context of intellectual property and technology.


On the occasion of the Day, OAPI would be organizing three seminars in three member States.  ARIPO planned a national seminar in Harare.

VI.
DISCUSSIONS ON THE LEGAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY IN AFRICA

The Consultative Committee discussed the legal provisions to be contemplated with a view to intellectual property protection in Africa.


With that in mind, it adopted the objective of better complementarity of intellectual property systems on the African continent. 

VII.
DISCUSSIONS ON THE PROMOTION OF GEOGRAPHICAL DESIGNATIONS


The Consultative Committee resolved that States had to be encouraged to promote the exploitation of geographical designations.  That promotion should not involve only seminars: ways had to be found of heightening awareness in Chambers of Commerce.


The Committee recommended to OAPI and ARIPO that they install machinery whereby geographical designations might be protected better in Africa.  OAPI and ARIPO stated their intention to deal with the above question with their member States in the near future.

VIII.
 ACTIVITIES PROPOSED FOR 2000-2001


 The following activities were set to continue or propose for 2000-2001.


1.
Meetings of users of the OAPI and ARIPO systems.

2.
Promotional missions to States likely to become members of organizations of the Quadripartite Agreement.

3.
Seminar on the integration of innovative technology and intellectual property in the economic programs of the States party to the Quadripartite Agreement, under the aegis of ARCT.

4.
Organization of seminars linking intellectual property to economic development.

5.
Organization by ARCT of a workshop on agro-food processing technology for the benefit of female entrepreneurs.

6.
Implementation of the database project under the aegis of WIPO and in the framework of the WIPOnet project.

7.
Exchange of human resources between the various Organizations.

8.
Production of a case law reference in the field of intellectual property in Africa.

9.
Organization by OAPI of the Second African Invention and Technological Innovation Fair in Lomé (Togo) from December 1 to 10, 2000.

10.
Seminars on research and development institutions and on female entrepreneurs.

IX.
MISCELLANEOUS


ARCT informed the Advisory Committee of the resumption of the publication of its Information Bulletin, and of the existence in that Bulletin of a column entitled “Window on Innovation and Invention.”  In the latter connection it invited the other Organizations to oblige it with articles for the column.


ARIPO and OAPI requested the assistance of WIPO for the translation of texts and various documents in the official languages of their actual and potential member countries.

X.
PLACE AND DATE OF THE TENTH SESSION


The Consultative Committee agreed that the tenth session would be held in Dakar, Senegal, on June 25 and 26, 2001.


ARCT made it known that it was very pleased to act as host to the event.

XI.
CLOSE


The ninth session was closed after a tour of the OAPI Headquarters in Yaoundé.

Done at Yaoundé, June 29, 2000

ANNEX I

AGENDA


1.
Opening ceremony


2.
Election of the Chairman


3.
Adoption of the agenda


4.
Report on the implementation of decisions adopted at the eighth session


5.
Discussion of the organization of the African Intellectual Property Day

6.
Discussion on the process of  informing regional structures and compiling  

databases

7.
Discussion on the legal provisions governing intellectual property in Africa

8.
Discussion on the promotion of geographical designations in Africa

9.
Proposal for activities in 2000-2001

10.
Miscellaneous

11.
Place and date of the tenth session

12.
Adoption of the report on the ninth session

13.
Close

ANNEX II

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

ARCT

Mr. Ousmane KANE, Director General

ARIPO

Mr. Mzondi CHIRAMBO, Director General

OAPI

Mr. Anthioumane N’DIAYE, Director General

Mr. BANGOURA Faouly, Director of the Protection and Management of Intellectual Property

Mr. BATANGA Maurice, Head, Department of Cooperation and Legal Affairs

Miss MIMBOE Suzanne, Senior Administrative Assistant in the Department of

Cooperation and Legal Affairs

WIPO

Mr. Geoffrey ONYEAMA, Director, Cooperation for Development Bureau for Africa

Mr. Marc SÉRY KORÉ, Deputy Director, Cooperation for Development Bureau for Africa

ANNEX III
VOTE OF THANKS


The Consultative Committee on the implementation of the Quadripartite Agreement between the African Regional Center for Technology (ARCT), the African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO), the African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI) and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), assembled at its ninth session in Kribi (Cameroon) on June 26 and 27, 2000,

Considering the financial and technical support that WIPO has provided, which has made the holding of the present meeting possible,

Considering the importance of intellectual property to the economic and technological development of the States members of the four institutions, especially in the course of the new millennium,

Considering the undertaking of the Director General of WIPO to promote and develop intellectual property protection in Africa through the consolidation of technological  

cooperation between the four institutions,

Considering the excellent facilities and the perfect organization of the meeting, and also the warm welcome that the Director General of OAPI and his staff extended to the participants,

Expresses
its profound gratitude to the Directors General of OAPI and WIPO, and

Thanks the staff of OAPI.









Done at Kribi, Republic of Cameroon
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