Réunion du comité consultatif de l’Accord quadripartite ‑ Genève, les 11 et 12 juin 2002

page xv

[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]



Geneva, June 11 and 12, 2002

table OF CONTENTS

2I.
OPENING CEREMONY

II.
ELECTION OF THE chairman
3
III.
ADOPTION of the agenda and program of work
3
IV.
WIPO INITIATIVES AND THEIR prospects in AFRICA
4
V.
REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISIONS ADOPTED AT THE TENTH SESSION
5
VI.
the african meetings on intellectual property and the protection of expressions of folklore and traditional knowledge, and follow-up of the recommendations
12
VII.
proposal for the organization of a round table with regional economic groups
12
VIII.
Program of activities for 2002-2003
13
ix.
miscellaneous
13
x.
place and date of the following meeting
13
xi.
ADOPTION OF THE report of the 11th session
13
XII.
ClosING CEREMONY
14


I.
OPENING CEREMONY

The meeting was officially opened by Mr. Ousmane Kane, Executive Director, African Regional Center for Technology (ARCT), and outgoing Chairman of the Quadripartite Consultative Committee.  He gave the floor to Mr. Geoffrey Onyeama, Director, Cooperation for Development Bureau for Africa, World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).  Other members of the Committee present were: 
Mr. Mzondi H. Chirambo, Director General of the African Reginal Industrial Property Organization (ARIPO) and Mr. Anthioumane N’Diaye, Director General of the African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI).  The list of participants is attached (Annex II).


On behalf of Dr. Kamil Idris, Director General of WIPO, Mr. Onyeama welcomed the participants to the meeting.  He expressed the apologies of the Director General who was unable to participate in the opening session and who sent his best wishes and wished to express his gratitude and admiration for the excellent work done by African organizations thanks to the efficient management and dynamic guidance of their heads and wished the deliberations of the session much success.  He also informed the participants that Mr. Castelo, Deputy Director General, Sector of Cooperation for Development, WIPO, would be addressing the meeting in the afternoon.


After having introduced members of the Africa Bureau (Mr. Séry-Koré, Mrs. Hamou, Mr. Fall and Mrs. Wege), Mr. Onyeama introduced Mr. Nor‑Eddine Benfreha, Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Algeria and Coordinator of the African Group, who was to present the common African stand to be submitted to the Third Session of the WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC), meeting in Geneva from June 13 to 21, 2002, and which was the outcome of three regional meetings held in São Maranha (Brazil) for Portuguese-speaking countries, Abidjan (Côte d’Ivoire) for French-speaking countries and Lusaka (Zambia) for English-speaking countries as well as the experts’ meeting which followed in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), organized in cooperation with the Organization for African Unity (OAU) and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA).  All these meetings came to a consensus on the stand Africa should take on various subjects and which was later submitted to the African Group in Geneva.


On behalf of the Committee, Dr. Kane thanked WIPO for its hospitality and the availability of the staff in the Africa Bureau.  After applauding WIPO’s initiative in inviting Mr. Benfreha, he stressed the importance of activities carried out by the participants’ institutions in the interests of their member States.  Furthermore, he stated, that he looked forward with pleasure to fruitful discussions.


At the beginning of the afternoon session, Mr. Castelo addressed the meeting, welcoming the participants and congratulating the African organizations present for the new dimension taken by African countries in the field of intellectual property, emphasizing that it was partly due to the impressive work done by the organizations and the commitment made to their member States.  He was heartened by the determination to provide their member countries with modern infrastructures and increasingly high performance equipment and to improve their innovative capacity within the daily tasks of OAPI, ARIPO and the ARCT.  Furthermore, he stressed the importance of the involvement of economic operators at all levels.

II.
ELECTION OF THE chairman


Dr. Kane noted the apologies presented on behalf of the Director General of WIPO for his absence and proposed that Mr. Onyeama, as the representative of WIPO, be elected Chairman of the session.  The proposal was unanimously supported by the participants.


Mr. Onyeama thanked the assembly and presented his best wishes, hoping that the work of the assembly would be positive and be accomplished in the same fraternal atmosphere as usual.  

III.
ADOPTION of the agenda and program of work 


In response to a concern raised by Dr. Kane in respect of a meeting with African ambassadors in Geneva as contained in the letter of invitation of the Director General of WIPO, the Chairman explained that it had been physically impossible to organize a meeting on account of other important meetings being held by international organizations during this period.


Dr. Kane then drew the Chairman’s attention to the need to add the expression “technological innovation” to the original title of the topic appearing in item 6 of the agenda.  The participants agreed to modify and simplify the wording of the above-mentioned item.  


The participants also decided to add an item entitled “Program of Activities for  2002‑2003” which would include presentations of projects to be carried out by the parties to this Agreement.  


The Consultative Committee adopted the modified agenda and work program for the session which form Annex I of this document.  

IV.
WIPO INITIATIVES AND THEIR prospects in AFRICA


The following presentations were made during the Committee session:

· The African Group’s position to be submitted to the Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual Property Related to Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC), by Mr. Nor‑Eddine Benfreha, African Group Coordinator and Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Algeria, Geneva.

· Intellectual Property and the Competitiveness of Small and Medium‑Sized Enterprises, by Mr. Guriqbal Singh Jaiya, Deputy Director, Small and Medium‑Sized Enterprises (SMEs) Division, WIPO

· The Activities of the Unit for Least‑Developed Countries (LDC), by
Mr. Kifle Shenkoru, Head, Least‑Developed Countries Unit, WIPO

· The Intellectual Property Assets, by Ms. Cynthia Cannady, Director, Intellectual Property Policy and New Technologies, WIPO

· WIPOnet : Implementation Report and Follow-Up, by Mr. Colin Buffam, Project Manager, WIPO

· WIPO Worldwide Academy, by Mr. Tshimanga Kongolo, Head, Professional Training Section within the Academy, WIPO

· International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV), by Mr. Paul Senghor, Senior Program Officer, UPOV



The presentations were followed by discussions and recommendations.

V.
REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF DECISIONS ADOPTED AT THE TENTH SESSION


This item consisted of a presentation of the following reports on activities planned at the previous session:

WIPO

(A)
Collection of African Intellectual Property Case Law

The aim of this project is to provide users and practitioners of intellectual property and those in universities with a reference work relating to the interpretation and application of intellectual property law by African courts.  WIPO has received a large number of decided intellectual property cases from African professors and legal practitioners.


Experts have been identified to work on editing the reference work as soon as possible.  The project is well under way.

(B)
Harmonization of Procedures Between ARIPO and OAPI


WIPO organized joint missions with the two organizations mentioned above, with a view to collecting information for a feasibility study.  Mr. Ibrahima Thiam, Consultant-Adviser to the Director General of WIPO, and former Director of the Africa Bureau, carried out the missions and the preparation of the study was entrusted to Mr. Makhan Sarr (Senegal).  The report is being edited and will be transmitted to ARIPO and OAPI on completion.

(C)
Project for the Promotion of Geographical Indications


The pilot project, initiated by WIPO was launched in the four countries planned, namely, Côte d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, Cameroon and Guinea.  Visits to the National Institute of Appellations of Origin (INAO) in France and to the Department of the French Agriculture Ministry responsible for “Appellations d’origine contrôlées” (AOC), were organized for the representatives of the intellectual property offices concerned.  After the visits it became clear that the project needed to be studied carefully and restructured.  It will be done during the next meeting to take place in Conakry (Guinea).  WIPO would like to extend the project to other countries as soon as it comes to fruition.  

(D)
Project for Textile Designs


WIPO entrusted Mrs. Betty Mould‑Idrissu, former Head of the Copyright Office of Ghana, and previously of the Trade Mark Office, with the task of identifying two or three products within the textile sector, capable of potential protection and development in the following four countries of Africa, namely Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya and Nigeria, with a view to illustrating how intellectual property can contribute to wealth creation in small and medium‑sized enterprises (SMEs).  On conclusion of the project, WIPO proposes to study the possibility of a regional approach to this initiative.  

(E)
Celebration of African Technology and Intellectual Property Day


Mr. Onyeama gave an account to the meeting of what WIPO had implemented for the above.  


He underlined the difficulty in attracting attention to everything relating to this theme as a result of the WIPO Assemblies taking place at the same time.  However, the participants in the meetings were able to admire an exhibition of African works of art, displayed on the mezzanine floor of the main building, throughout the period of the Assemblies.  A televised interview on the subject was broadcast on EuroNews.

(F)
WIPOnet

The first phase of the project was launched with its installation within ARIPO and OAPI and has subsequently progressed to other countries.  The second phase of training is on the point of being launched.

(G)
Various Reports from WIPO


Mr. Onyeama underlined the importance of continuing to support and assist the least developed countries (LDCs) with the aim of helping them to bring their legislation into conformity with the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Agreement) in view of the deadline of January 2006.  In this respect, WIPO has worked closely with these countries to provide them with all the support necessary.


He also mentioned that WIPO planned information seminars on the new developments resulting from the meeting in Doha.


Furthermore, meetings for users in the United States of America and Asia are also planned.


Dr. Kane requested clarification on the state of progress of projects mentioned in the previous session, namely:

(i) organization of  seminars highlighting the link between intellectual property and economic development (domain names and e-commerce),


(ii) connection of ARCT to WIPOnet,

(iii) organization of seminars for research and development institutes and female entrepreneurs in French-speaking countries,

(iv) the contacts made with the OUA with a view to organizing events to commemorate September 13 as African Technology and Intellectual Property Day.

Mr. Onyeama responded to the questions raised by Dr. Kane with the following:

(i) The seminar that took place in Accra in November 2001, concurrently with the 25th session of Administrative Council of ARIPO, comprised a number of topics relating to the importance of these links.  Moreover, these topics had been dealt with in the form of specific modules at all the seminars organized in the French-speaking countries.  

(ii) The WIPO division responsible for the WIPOnet project stipulated that priority was being given to a list of selected intellectual property offices.  In the event of offices being unable to benefit immediately owing to the situation in their country, the possibility of a substitution for the benefit of ARCT would obviously be considered at the end of the first phase.  

(iii) A WIPO/FAPI workshop relating to the management of intellectual property rights within universities and research and development institutions will be organized in Dakar, from June 25 to 28, 2002.  A project had been initiated with women entrepreneurs from Cameroon but, unfortunately, this had been suspended for budgetary reasons.

(iv) The steps taken to institutionalize the commemoration of the African Technology and Intellectual Property Day with the Organization of African Unity (OAU) during the Lusaka Summit have not yet been fruitful owing to the restructuring of the OAU and its transformation into the African Union (AU).

OAPI


Mr. N’Diaye congratulated WIPO for the work accomplished during this year which was rich in achievements and he expressed his desire for the coming year to be as successful, particularly as it was a time when Africa was at a crucial turning point in its development and when all intellectual property issues were of the utmost importance.  


He also informed the Committee that OAPI had already decided to include all the decisions taken by the OAPI Supreme Appeal Commission in its website and that the national liaison structures had been mandated to collect case laws.  Cases from the Supreme Appeal Commission will be forwarded to the Africa Bureau of WIPO as soon as possible.

(A)
Joint activities

WIPO will provide a report on the two visits made in relation to harmonizing procedures between ARIPO and OAPI, in order to expand on the work of the consultants responsible for this feasibility study.


Mr. N’Diaye confirmed that the implementation of the WIPOnet project was well underway in the various States and he pointed out several problems with respect to connecting OAPI to the SITA network.  The WIPO division responsible for this project will be informed.

(B)
Creation of a database

OAPI has created and is in the process of setting up its own database.  The module on marks was completed 10 days ago, while the module on patents is being developed.  The other planned modules should be ready at the end of August.  The French National Industrial Property Institute (INPI) should soon visit Yaoundé to test the software.  If the tests prove satisfactory, this database will be installed on the WIPOnet network at the end of 2002 and made available to SNLs with the possibility of online insertion at the beginning of 2003.   

(C)
2002:  Spotlight on African Inventions in Medicines in OAPI Member States


Two consultants were appointed to produce a source document which should be available at the end of June 2002 and will be submitted to the member States.

(D)
Organization by OAPI of the Third African Exhibition on Invention and Technological Innovation 


A fair will take place from September 3 to 13, 2002, in Libreville (Gabon).

(E)
Participation of experts from OAPI in the Intergovernmental Committee for Intellectual Property Relating to Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore (IGC)


The First Lady of Côte d’Ivoire agreed to be the Honorary Chair of the Committee of Experts created within OAPI to monitor this important topics.  The Committee of six experts will meet annually.  Three of the experts will attend the third session of the IGC.

(F)
Meeting on Geographical Indications


The meeting will take place from July 9 to 11, 2002 in Conakry, Guinea.

ARCT

(A)
Cooperation Agreements


Dr. Kane informed the Committee that a cooperation agreement between OAPI and ARCT had been finalized and could be signed by the directors in the presence of their respective ministers this month.


Furthermore, he announced his desire to see a similar type of agreement with ARIPO materialized in the near future.

(B)
Exploration of the Possibilities for Broadening Quadripartite Concerted Action to Include Economic Areas such as the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the Southern African Development Community (SADC) 

Dr. Kane indicated that, when Chairman of the previous session of the Quadripartite Agreement, he had decided to wait until the nomination of a new Executive Secretary of ECOWAS to make contact with them.  A copy of the official letter sent to the Executive Secretary in this respect was given to the participants in this Committee.  It would also be useful to raise the issue with other intergovernmental organizations, namely CILSS and UEMOA, which have expressed their interest.  The African Development Forum (ADF), which took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in March 2002, afforded an opportunity for informal discussions between the representatives from ARCT, ECOWAS, CEEAC and WIPO officials.  It will also be necessary to contact other interested intergovernmental organizations.

(C)
Round Table on the Impact of the international intellectual property system on technological development and innovation in the agricultural and agro‑food sectors in Western Africa


This activity forms part of the work programs and annual budget (PTBA) of the West African IGOs, supported by FIDA.


These PTBA consist of six topics, allocated to each of the IGOs: 

1. Common agricultural policy: UEMOA

2. Agricultural product market: ECOWAS

3. Agricultural information system: CEMAC

4. Human resources training and development: CILSS

5. Agro‑food:  ARCT

6. Desertification and environment: ECOWAS


The Committee decided to include the ARCT initiative in the program of activities to be carried out within the framework of the Quadripartite Agreement.  


The Chairman of the session, Mr. Onyeama, congratulated the ARCT on the scope of activities carried out, which demonstrated the dynamism of the Organization and its Executive Director.

ARIPO


Mr. Chirambo congratulated Mr. N’Diaye for all of the work accomplished in terms of computerization and said OAPI was an example to us all especially to ARIPO.  Mr. Chirambo expressed his desire to send his systems administrator to OAPI for a week’s study visit.  He also congratulated Dr. Kane for all he has achieved in spite of the constraints of ARCT.

(A)
Promotional missions to prospective member States of ARIPO


Promotional missions were organized in Tunisia and Algeria, with the assistance of the WIPO Cooperation for Development Bureau for Arab Countries.  The missions proved to be a success.  

(B)
Contact with regional economic organizations 


ARIPO contacted COMESA and SADC.  A preliminary agreement was signed with COMESA in March 2002.  COMESA invited ARIPO to be represented at a meeting in Addis Ababa.  One of the points of the agreement mentioned COMESA’s interest in training sessions relating to intellectual property, including those organized by WIPO.  


SADC and COMESA have common activities and fields of action which overlap and face the same problems. COMESA has an agreement protocol on commerce in which intellectual property is covered in one sentence only.  Mr. Chirambo informed the Committee that he would like to see this aspect expanded.

(C)
WIPOnet


The first phase has been completed.  


With respect to databases, unfortunately the implementation of the European Patent Office (EPO) software has been delayed, through no fault of the EPO.  A time frame was requested and Mr. Chirambo hoped that no further delay would be necessary.

(D)
Harmonizing ARIPO/OAPI Procedures


Two examiners from ARIPO were sent to Yaoundé to study the OAPI system with the aim of harmonizing the procedures of the two structures.  Their report is pending.  


Mr. Chirambo also informed the Committee that ARIPO had received an invitation from OAPI to participate in the Libreville (Gabon) exhibition, and stressed that he had accepted the invitation and ARIPO would be represented by an inventor.  


As far as the casebook on decided cases in the field of intellectual property was concerned, Mr. Chirambo stated that he had been informed of the decisions made in Tanzania, and that he was making the necessary arrangements to procure the information and pass it on to WIPO.


The Chairman of the session, Mr. Onyeama, congratulated ARIPO for the work accomplished.  

VI.
the african meetings on intellectual property and the protection of expressions of folklore and traditional knowledge, and follow-up of the recommendations 


This point was covered earlier in the presentation of Mr. Nor-Eddine Benfreha.

VII.
proposal for the organization of a round table with regional economic groups 


It was proposed that this round table would take place at the end of March 2003 and would be entitled: “Round table on intellectual property and the economic, technological and cultural development of Africa.”


The Members of the Quadripartite Agreement were invited to put forward proposals for the program of the round table.  

VIII.
Program of activities for 2002-2003


The activities retained for the period of June 2002 to June 2003 were the following:

(a) A subregional round table on the strategies for using the intellectual property system to promote innovation and technological transfer in the agricultural and agro-food sectors in West Africa, in November 2002.  

(b) A possible meeting for users of the intellectual property system in Africa is to be envisaged.  

(c) A casebook on decided cases in the field of intellectual property was to be prepared.  

(d) Project for the promotion of geographical indications.  

(e) Project on textile designs.  

(f) 40th anniversary of OAPI.

(g) It was also decided that ARIPO, OAPI and ARCT would write a joint letter to the African Union (AU) in order to obtain a declaration from the Secretary General calling upon the States to celebrate African Technology and Intellectual Property Day on September 13.  

ix.
miscellaneous


No points raised.

x.
place and date of the following meeting 


The Director General of ARIPO invited the Consultative Committee of the Quadripartite Agreement to hold its twelfth session on June 23 and 24, 2003, in Harare (Zimbabwe).

xi.
ADOPTION OF THE report of the 11th session


The report was approved with the requested amendments.  


The Committee wished to express its full appreciation for the efficient organization of the meeting and decided to propose a vote of thanks to the Director General of wipo (Annex iii).
XII.
ClosING CEREMONY

Geneva, June 12, 2002
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Mzondi CHIRAMBO

Director General
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Director General
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Fax: (237) 20 57 21
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Deputy Director

Cooperation for Development Bureau for Africa
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Senior Counsellor

Cooperation for Development Bureau for Africa
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Cooperation for Development Bureau for Africa
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Françoise WEGE (Mme)

Senior Program Officer 

Cooperation for Development Bureau for Africa 


Tel:  (41 22) 338 85 14

Mail: francoise.wege@wipo.int



11th Session of the Consultative Committee of the Quadripartite Agreement between wipo/OAPI/ARIPO/crat
Geneva, June 11 and 12, 2002

ANNEX III

Vote of Thanks to WIPO


The eleventh session of the Consultative Committee on the Implementation of their Quadripartite Agreement between the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), the African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI), the African Regional Industrial Property Office (ARIPO) and the African Regional Centre for Technology (arct) took place in Geneva, Switzerland, on June 11 and 12, 2002.


In this respect, the Directors General of ARIPO and OAPI, and the Executive Director of ARCT


CONSIDering the reception and hospitality that they have been given;


CONSIDering the excellent facilities that have been made available and that have facilitated fruitful debates in a warm and friendly atmosphere;


CONSIDering the efforts made by WIPO to make intellectual property an instrument of economic growth;


CONSIDering the interesting presentations given to inform the Committee of the various activities of the WIPO programs that are relevant to Africa (WIPOnet, Academy, planning strategy, UPOV, etc.);


EXPRess their profound gratitude to the Director General of WIPO, and

congratulate his colleagues for their efforts in the organization of this meeting.

Geneva, Switzerland, June 12, 2002
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