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Table 7: Matrix of Programs Implementing the Five Recommendations of the Development Agenda 
 

Program 9 
Africa, Arab, 
Asia and the 
Pacific, Latin 
America and the 
Caribbean 
Countries, LDCs

Program 20 
External Offices 
and Relations

Program 25 
Information and 
Communication 
Technology

Program 14 
PATENT-
SCOPE® and 
Associated 
Patent Services 

Program 1 
Patents, 
innovation 
promotion and 
technology 
transfer

Program 3 
Copyright and 
Related Rights

Program 11 
The WIPO 
Academy

Prgoram 15  IP 
Office 
Modernization

Donor funding
Recommendation #2 Provide additional assistance to WIPO through 
donor funding, and establish Trust Funds or other voluntary funds within 
WIPO specifically for LDCs, while continuing to accord high priority to 
finance activities in Africa through budgetary and extra budgetary 
resources, to promote, inter alia, the legal, commercial, cultural, and 
economic exploitation of intellectual property in these countries

X X

Technical assistance activities on a website   
Recommendation #5 WIPO shall display general information on all 
technical assistance activities on its website, and shall provide, on request 
from Member States, details of specific activities, with the consent of the 
Member State(s) and other recipients concerned, for which the activity was 
implemented

X X

Access to specialized patent search databases  
Recommendation #8 Request WIPO to develop agreements with 
research institutions and with private enterprises with a view to facilitating 
the national offices of developing countries, especially LDCs, as well as 
their regional and sub regional IP organizations to access specialized 
databases for the purposes of patent searches

X X

Matching needs with resources 
Recommendation #9 Request WIPO to create, in coordination with 
Member States, a database to match specific IP related development needs 
with available resources, thereby expanding the scope of its technical 
assistance programs, aimed at bridging the digital divide X X

Building institution capacity and infrasctructure 
Recommendation #10 To assist Member States to develop and 
improve national IP institutional capacity through further development of 
infrastructure and other facilities with a view to making national IP 
institutions more efficient and promote fair balance between IP protection 
and the public interest.  This technical assistance should also be extended 
to sub-regional and regional organizations dealing with IP

X X X X X

 
 
 

45. Further details of how resources are to be allocated for the delivery of these five 
recommendations will be made available to Member States prior to the December 10 – 11, 2008 
meeting of the Program and Budget Committee. 
 
46. In the meantime, the Secretariat is working on the establishment of monitoring tools and 
reporting systems, in order to be able 
 

• to identify in full and accurate detail all resources required and made available for the 
implementation of the above  recommendations; 

 
• to develop mechanisms for ear-marking and tracking development-related expenditure within 

each program; and 
 

• to develop monitoring and reporting mechanisms in order to track substantive achievements 
and delivery against objectives for each recommendation.  

 
47. Details of resources allocated to Development Activities are elaborated in Annex V. 
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D. REVISED FINANCIAL OVERVIEW FOR 2008/09 
 
48. As Table 8 indicates, the total level of reserves for the Organization (Reserve and Working 
Capital Funds) is expected to remain at 203.6 million Swiss francs as a result of a balanced budget 
proposal.  This figure is 85.7 million Swiss francs above the average target level of approximately 18%3 
of biennial expenditure (117.9 million Swiss francs) 

 
 

Table 8.  Revised Financial Overview for 2008/09 
(in millions of Swiss francs) 

 

2006/07 2008/09 2008/09 2008/09
Difference Revised vs. 

Approved
Actual Proposed 

Budget
Approved 
Budget

Revised 
Budget

Amount %

a. Income 609.3              646.8              628.1              628.4              0.3                  0.1%
b. Expenditure 532.6              630.2              626.3              628.4              2.1                  0.3%
c. Surplus/(Deficit) (a-b) 76.7                16.6                1.7                  0.0                  (1.7)                 -100.0%

d. Reserve opening balance 127.0              203.6              203.6              203.6              --                 0.0%
e. Total reserves (c+d) 203.6              220.2              205.4              203.6              (1.7)                 -0.8%
f. Reserves as percentage of biennial 
expenditure (e/b) 38.2% 34.9% 32.8% 32.4% n/a n/a

g. Reserve Target 95.9                117.4              116.9              117.9              1.0                  0.8%
h. Reserve Balance (e-g) 107.8              102.8              88.4                85.7                (2.7)                 -3.1%

*Reserves and Working Capital Funds (RWCF)  
 
 
49. Table 9 below provides revised overview of income, expenditure, results and reserves by Union.  
Although there is a balance between income and expenditure at the level of the Organization, the 
results by Unions show slightly negative balances for some Unions.  This is in line with the current 
methodology on the allocation of expenditure by Unions and its principle of capacity to pay, whereby 
the Hague Union which has a negative spending balance of reserves is allocated only its direct 
expenses.  Further details of the allocation of income and expenditure by Union are provided in 
Annex IV.   
 

Table 9.   Summary Revised Overview by Union 2008/09 
(in thousands of Swiss francs) 

 
CF Unions PCT Union Madrid Union Hague Union Lisbon Union Total

Amount % Amount % Amount % Amount % Amount % Amount %

RWCF Adj., End 2007 24,320 138,031 41,510 (340) 111 203,632
2008/09 Income 37,694 475,979 106,224 7,195 1,307 628,400
2008/09 Expenditure 37,727 476,384 106,348 6,634 1,307 628,400

Surplus/Deficit (33) (405) (124) 562 (1) 0
RWCF, End 2009 24,288 137,626 41,386 222 111 203,632
RWCF, Target 18,863 50.0 71,458 15.0 26,587 25.0 995 15.0 - n/a 117,903 18.8
Balance 5,424 66,169 14,799 (773) 111 85,729

*Reserves and Working Capital Funds (RWCF)  
 
50. Financial results for the biennium could vary significantly if incomes levels were to approach the 
low or high case scenarios noted below in Table 10, with a corresponding impact on the level of the 

                                                 
3 During the 35th Series of Meetings in September-October 2000, the Assemblies of the Member States of WIPO 
approved (A/35/15, paragraph 151(b)) target levels for RWC funds as a percentage of estimated biennial 
expenditure as follows: (i) contribution-financed Unions - 50%; (ii) PCT Union - 15%; (iii) Madrid Union - 25%; and 
(iv) Hague Union - 15%.  The overall average of these reserves as a percentage of WIPO’s proposed 2008/09 
revised budget results in a target level of 18.8%. 
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reserves.  The latter, however, continues to be estimated to remain well above the target levels 
established by Member States in all scenarios. 
 

Table 10.  Scenarios for Financial Results 
(in millions of Swiss francs) 

 
2008/09 

Revised Budget 
(BASE CASE)

2008/09 LOW 
CASE

2008/09 HIGH 
CASE

Income 628.4                606.6                650.1                
Expenditure

Personnel (incl. unallocated) 405.6                405.6                405.6                
Non-Personnel (incl. unallocated) 222.8                222.8                222.8                

Total, Expenditure 628.4                628.4                628.4                

Surplus/(Deficit) 0.0                    (21.8)                 21.7                  

Reserve1 203.6                181.9                225.3                
Reserve Target 117.9                117.9                117.9                
Reserve Balance 85.7                  64.0                  107.4                

1 Reserves and Working Capital Funds (RWCF)  
 
 
51. The risks of a downturn in income levels are difficult to manage actively, since the factors 
generating change in income levels are mostly exogenous to WIPO.  The importance of monitoring is 
greatly increased in circumstances when such risks are high.  WIPO already has strong monitoring 
activity and support systems in place, but further strengthening of these is envisaged.  An 
“Observatory” is also proposed to be established on the internet, providing access to Member States 
quarterly on the financial status of the Organization. 
 
52. Active reinforcement and communication of the principles of responsibility and accountability for 
delivering results is essential to the cost effective and efficient management of resources.  A number of 
measures are envisaged in the immediate future, within the context of the above, to address specific 
areas of expenditure, where current practices will be reviewed.  These include, but are not limited to, 
the review of expenditures related to: 
 

a) travel: class of travel for all activities of the Organization (staff missions, recruitment 
travel, third party travel, etc), timeliness of travel bookings, number of staff traveling to meetings, 
choice of hotels, etc; 

 
b) meeting/conference costs: increased awareness of available options for ensuring value 
for money and cost effective arrangements for all meeting and conference related costs;  and 

 
c) communication costs: increased awareness of phone/mobile communication costs and 
a review of the policies and procedures for the use of these devices within the Organization. 

 
53. The most significant costs of the Organization are its personnel costs.  Representing almost 
three-quarters of total actual expenditures, changes to these costs are (i) difficult to make; (ii) require 
primarily structural change, the effects of which are only seen over longer time periods; and 
(iii) generate a built-in expenditure increase year on year.  Once staff are on board, the related costs 
become part of the overall personnel cost envelope of the Organization, which highlights the 
importance of recruitment timing and decisions in case cost containment measures need to be 
implemented beyond those noted above.  Accordingly, the Secretariat will ensure that recruitment 
activity in respect of approved new resources is monitored closely, and recruitment decisions are 
aligned with the needs of the Organization and its financial situation. 
 
54. Over the medium term, and within the context of the review of resource requirements (strategic 
realignment and related needs assessments), increasing emphasis will also be placed on ensuring that 
the contractual conditions as well as the grade structure of the Organization become better aligned with 
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its needs, and that grades of posts becoming vacant are carefully reviewed and revised to reflect the 
resource needs of the Organization. 
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IV. REVISED PROGRAM NARRATIVES BY STRATEGIC GOAL 
 
Strategic Goal I: Balanced Evolution of the International Normative Framework for IP 

Program 1. Patents, Innovation Promotion and Technology Transfer 
Program 2. Trademarks, Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications 
Program 3. Copyright and Related Rights 
Program 4. Traditional Knowledge, Traditional Cultural Expressions and Genetic Resources 

 
Strategic Goal II: Provision of Premier Global IP Services 

Program 5. The PCT System 
Program 6.  Madrid, Hague and Lisbon Systems 
Program 7. Arbitration, Mediation and Domain Names 

 
Strategic Goal III: Facilitating the Use of IP for Development 

Program 8. Development Agenda Coordination 
Program 9. Africa, Arab, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean Countries, 

Least Developed Countries 
Program 10. Cooperation with Certain Countries in Europe and Asia 
Program 11. The WIPO Academy 

 
Strategic Goal IV:  Coordination and Development of Global IP Infrastructure 

Program 12. International Classification in the Field of Trademarks and Industrial Designs 
Program 13. Patent Classification and WIPO IP Standards 
Program 14. PATENTSCOPE® and Associated Patent Services 
Program 15. IP Office Modernization 

 
Strategic Goal V: World Reference Source for IP Information and Analysis 

Program 16. Economic Studies, Statistics and Analysis  
 

Strategic Goal VI: International Cooperation on Building Respect for IP 
Program 17. Building Respect for IP 

 
Strategic Goal VII: Addressing IP in Relation to Global Policy Issues 

Program 18. IP and Global Challenges 
 
Strategic Goal VIII: Responsive Communications Interface between WIPO, its Member States and All 

Stakeholders 
Program 19. Communications 
Program 20. External Offices and Relations 
 

Strategic Goal IX: Efficient Administrative and Financial Support Structure to Enable WIPO  
to Deliver its Programs 

Program 21. Executive Management 
Program 22. Finance, Budget and Program Management 
Program 23. Human Resources Management and Development 
Program 24. Administrative Support Services 
Program 25. Information and Communication Technology 
Program 26. Internal Audit and Oversight 
Program 27. Conference and Language Services 
Program 28. Security 
Program 29. New Construction 
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Strategic Goal I: Balanced Evolution of the International Normative 
Framework for IP 

 
 

Summary of Strategic Goal I 
 
 
• Program 1: Patents, Innovation Promotion and Technology Transfer 
• Program 2: Trademarks, Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications 
• Program 3: Copyright and Related Rights  
• Program 4: Traditional Knowledge, Traditional Cultural Expressions and Genetic 

Resources 
 
 
 
 
 
This reformulated Strategic Goal responds to the challenge of ensuring that the development of 
international IP law keeps pace with the rapidly evolving technological, geo-economic, social and 
cultural environment. The notion of balance is critical to ensuring that the international intellectual 
property normative framework continues to serve its fundamental purpose of encouraging innovation 
and creativity; that it takes into account the needs and interests of countries at different stages of 
development, including through the flexibilities within international IP agreements; that it balances 
costs and benefits; and the rights of creators, innovators and their business associates, with the 
interests of the wider public. All programs and activities conducted under this Goal will be guided by 
the recommendations adopted in Cluster B of the Development Agenda.  
 
Program 1 covers the substantive work on patents and has been expanded to incorporate and further 
develop work on technology transfer and innovation, which was previously carried out by former 
Program 3 (Strategic Use of IP for Development).  This is aimed at providing an additional focus on 
innovation promotion and technology transfer.  Program 2 is responsible for work on Trademarks, 
Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications.  Program 3 (Copyright and Related Rights) has been 
restructured to form a single substantive program covering normative activity, capacity-building and 
the use and management of copyright.  This brings together former Program 14 (Law of Copyright and 
Related Rights), the small former Program 4 (Use of Copyright in the Digital Environment), and 
Program 9 (Collective Management of Copyright and Related Rights), plus the Creative Industries unit 
of former Program 3.  The new Program 4 remains responsible for the program of work on Traditional 
Knowledge, Traditional Cultural Expressions and Genetic Resources. 
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Strategic Goal I: Balanced Evolution of the International Normative 
Framework for IP 

 
• Program 1: Patents, Innovation Promotion and Technology Transfer 

CHALLENGES General patent activities under this program include two main components:  
first, issues relating to the international dimension of patent law and practice, 
including elaboration of current patent law issues, and consideration of a work 
program for the Standing Committee on the Law of Patents (SCP) and, 
secondly, questions relating to the role which patents can play in promoting 
innovation, as well as in enhancing the transfer and dissemination of 
information, knowledge and technology, with a particular focus on the transfer of 
technologies to meet developing country needs. 

 The international patent system today is influenced by, in particular, two major 
factors, namely its success, evidenced by a continuing growth in the number of 
patent applications worldwide, and the complexity of a changing environment. 

The first aspect, that is, the increase in patent filings, has generated several 
consequences.  One consequence is that patent offices encounter increasing 
difficulty in handling, in a timely manner, the number of applications filed and, at 
the same time, ensuring a high quality in the titles issued.  Another 
consequence relates to concerns about the broader implications of the patent 
system in respect of a number of public policy issues, including the role of 
patents in innovation and technology transfer.  Indeed, for both industrialized 
and developing countries, and for countries with economies in transition, there 
is a need to ensure that a balanced patent system is in place that promotes 
innovation, while taking into account other public policy objectives. 

The second factor, the complexity of the environment in which the patent 
system operates, is reflected in: technological developments, such as 
information and communication technologies, biotechnology or nanotechnology, 
which have increasingly been at the center of public attention in recent years; 
the number of  countries that have become - or are becoming - important actors 
in the patent system, which has led, for example, to increased geographical and 
linguistic diversity in the prior art;  and globalized economic ties, which have 
produced complex interactions between national, regional and international 
patent policies. 

These factors are both a cause and a reflection of the existing considerations by 
Member States on how and where to set priorities in respect of the international 
patent system.  Against this backdrop, the key challenges for this Program will 
be the following:   

– In the area of patent law, to explore and identify potential areas of 
common interest to all Member States and users, to identify those issues 
that are mature and appropriate for international discussion and 
cooperation, and to include them, where appropriate, in the work program 
of the SCP.  One of the key tasks in working towards that goal will be to 
deepen the understanding of the role of, and the principles underpinning, 
the patent system; 

– In the area of innovation and technology transfer, a key challenge will be 
to support and respond to Member States’ demands to assist them in 
strengthening their innovation infrastructure to fully benefit from the 
patent system.  This responds to Development Agenda adopted 
recommendation 11:  “To assist Member States to strengthen national 
capacity for protection of domestic creations, innovations and inventions 
and to support development of national scientific and technological 
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infrastructure, where appropriate, in accordance with WIPO’s mandate.”  
Institutions in Member States face a wide range of challenges in creating, 
protecting and exploiting patent assets.  There is generally a need for 
practical and focused programs that build sustainable national capacity in 
this field.  In this connection, patent strategies addressing issues such as 
patent policies, both at the government and at the business and research 
levels, valuation and financing for early stage technologies and 
technology marketing are crucial for all countries.   

In addition to patents, this program also covers activities relating to utility 
models, topographies of integrated circuits and trade secrets. 

OBJECTIVE Progressive development of international patent law and practice that 
stimulates innovation and balances the interests of Member States, users 
and society as a whole by improving the understanding of, and 
international cooperation on, patent-related matters, and enhanced 
capacity of Member States, institutions and other stakeholders to benefit 
from the innovation potential of a balanced patent system 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Enhanced cooperation among 
Member States in the area of 
developing the international 
patent system 

− Agreement and 
implementation of the SCP 
work program and 
advancement on issues of 
common interest 

− Greater number of 
Contracting Parties to the 
patent-related WIPO 
administered treaties 

Greater awareness of the legal 
principles, practices and 
flexibilities of the patent system 
and of its role in economic 
development 

− Feedback from Member 
States, right holders, third 
parties and the general public 

− Greater acceptance and use 
of patent principles and 
practices in Member States 

− Greater awareness of how to 
use flexibilities in the patent 
system 

Enhanced understanding and 
further clarification of current and 
emerging issues that arise in 
relation to patents 

Feedback from Member States, 
right holders, third parties and the 
general public 

Reduction, where possible, of 
redundant functionalities in the 
patent system 

Instruments of international 
cooperation in the area of patents, 
or drafts of, or work-in-progress, 
regarding such instruments 

Enhanced capacity of Member 
States to formulate, implement 
and evaluate national patent 
strategies 

National patent strategies 
developed - or in the process of 
being developed - by Member 
States 
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PERFORMANCE INDICATORS EXPECTED RESULTS AND TARGETS 

Enhanced capacity of developing 
countries to benefit from the 
transfer and dissemination of 
technology  
 

− Use of WIPO-developed tools, 
models or training kits in 
developing countries and 
countries with economies in 
transition 

− Number of research 
institutions with technology 
management units or patent 
policies based on WIPO 
support 

− Number of initiatives to 
promote technology transfer 
to and within developing 
countries 

 
STRATEGIES The SCP will continue to be the main forum for consideration of general legal 

patent issues and the development of the international patent system, and will 
hold up to four meetings in the 2008/09 biennium.  In addition, increased efforts 
will be undertaken by the Program to enhance cooperation among Member 
States and to achieve consensus-based solutions for addressing patent-related 
issues and the development of a balanced international patent system.  These 
efforts may include: the organization of targeted meetings to address and clarify 
specific current topics and, in particular, the organization of a Conference on 
issues relating to the implications, including public policy implications, of patents 
on certain areas of public policy; working on the implementation of the 
recommendations adopted in the framework of the WIPO Development Agenda, 
insofar as this Program is concerned;  the provision of contact and networking 
opportunities among Member States to improve mutual understanding and 
cooperation;  the provision, on request, of information and advice on the 
international patent system, utility models and layout designs of integrated 
circuits; promotion of WIPO’s patent-related treaties (including the Paris 
Convention, the Patent Law Treaty and the Budapest Treaty); and exploration 
of opportunities of considering other legal instruments. 

To improve awareness of the principles of patent law and practice, a range of 
measures will be undertaken, such as addressing and clarifying current and 
emerging patent-related issues and concepts through studies, and contributing, 
on request, to the provision of information and assistance on patent-related 
matters as well as on WIPO-administered treaties to Member States. 

As far as program activities in respect of the role of the patent system in 
innovation and technology transfer are concerned, WIPO will continue to 
support Member States in developing and integrating patent strategies into their 
national economic development planning, including in relation to science and 
technology.  This will involve the development of practical tools that underline 
the importance of national choices in the development and implementation of 
patent strategies.  Research and Development networks and IP Hubs, a means 
for developing countries and countries with economies in transition to build cost-
efficient innovation infrastructure, will also continue to be promoted.  Research 
and Development institutions and universities will be supported in developing 
institutional patent policies to facilitate patent asset management.  Practical 
training programs in technology licensing, patent drafting, and technology 
management and marketing may be part of that strategy.  A further aspect in 
the framework of reinforcing and integrating patent strategies will be to support 
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Member States in building up national expertise in patent strategy and patent 
asset management.  

PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate closely with Program 4 (Traditional Knowledge, 
Traditional Cultural Expressions and Genetic Resources), Program 5 (the PCT 
System), Programs 8, 9 and 10 (for Development Agenda coordination and 
cooperation with developing countries and certain countries in Europe and 
Asia), Program 11 (to support WIPO Academy training activities), Program 14 
(PATENTSCOPE® and Associated Patent Services) and Program 18 (IP and 
Global Challenges). 

 
DEVELOPMENT  
AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations: 10, 12, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
25, 26, 28, 29, 31, 36 and 45. 

. 
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RESOURCES* 
 

Program 1 

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 4,729              4,545              (185)            (3.9)             
Short-term Employees 565                657                92               16.4            
Consultants --                    --                    --                 --                 
Special Service Agreements --                    --                    --                 --                 
Interns --                    0                    0                 --                 
Total, A 5,294              5,202              (92)              (1.7)             

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 360                360                --                 --                 
Third-party Travel 865                830                (35)              (4.0)             
Fellowships 4                    --                    (4)                (100.0)         

Contractual Services
Conferences 188                335                147             78.2            
Experts' Honoraria 195                32                  (164)            (83.8)           
Publishing 30                  --                    (30)              (100.0)         
Other 50                  249                199             397.8          

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance 15                  20                  5                 33.3            
Communication & Other 41                  66                  25               60.2            

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment 15                  18                  3                 20.0            
Supplies & Materials 260                29                  (231)            (88.9)           
Total, B 2,023              1,938              (85)              (4.2)             

TOTAL 7,317              7,140              (177)            (2.4)             

Patents, Innovation Promotion and Technology Transfer

Difference

 
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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• Program 2: Trademarks, Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications 

CHALLENGES Branding is becoming an increasingly important factor in national and global 
manufacturing, agricultural and service industries.  Intellectual property rights 
used in connection with branding, such as trademarks, industrial designs and 
geographical indications, secure brand investment and reduce transaction 
costs.  An international legal framework that is responsive to the needs and 
expectations of stake holders, including Member States’ trademark 
administrations and brand owners, is, therefore, of great importance.  The work 
of the Standing Committee on the Law of Trademarks, Industrial Designs and 
Geographical Indications (SCT) has contributed to this goal.  In March 2006, the 
SCT’s work led to the adoption by a Diplomatic Conference of the Singapore 
Treaty on the Law of Trademarks (“the Singapore Treaty”) and a resolution 
supplementary to the Singapore Treaty (“the Singapore Resolution”).  
Widespread implementation of the Singapore Treaty and Resolution would 
require promotional activities throughout the 2008/09 biennium aimed at raising 
awareness of the Treaty and Resolution among all Member States, and of the 
benefits of a broad adherence to this instrument.  The SCT has also defined 
areas for further development of the international law of trademarks, industrial 
designs and geographical indications.  There is a need to continue work on 
those areas during the 2008/09 biennium.  

Communication procedures under Article 6ter of the Paris Convention continue 
to be in demand by States party to the Paris Convention and international 
intergovernmental organizations.  In this regard, offering an enhanced flow of 
information, including state-of-the-art communication tools, is a key challenge.  
Standards for electronic communications supplementing the paper–based 
communication procedure will also need to be developed and deployed. 

In addition, the complexity of the issues in this area of law is resulting in a 
strong demand for substantive input and legal advice to other WIPO sectors, 
particularly the sector responsible for technical assistance and capacity 
building.  This demand will need to be adequately addressed by the Program. 

OBJECTIVE Further development of the multilateral legal framework for trademarks, 
industrial designs and geographical indications and wider adherence to, 
and implementation of, existing standards 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Further advancement within the 
SCT on the international law of 
trademarks, industrial designs 
and geographical indications 

Four sessions of the SCT and work 
on at least three specific topics 

Better understanding among 
Member States of different 
existing approaches to the 
protection of geographical 
indications and the legal and 
administrative issues that are 
underlying to the implementation 
of such approaches 

 

Informal and open discussion 
among Member States and non-
governmental interested circles of 
a number of distinct policy issues 
relating to geographical indications, 
on the occasion of a worldwide 
symposium on geographical 
indications to be organized in 
cooperation with an interested 
Member State 
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PERFORMANCE INDICATORS EXPECTED RESULTS AND TARGETS 

Ratifications of and accessions 
to the Singapore Treaty on the 
Law of Trademarks 

At least 10 ratifications by States or 
intergovernmental organizations 

Efficient administration of 
Article 6ter of the Paris 
Convention 

Implementation of the electronic 
publication procedure for 
Article 6ter communications as per 
the decision of the Paris Union 
Assembly of September 2008 

 
STRATEGIES To advance work on the defined areas for development of the international law 

of trademarks, industrial designs and geographical indications, the SCT will hold 
regular sessions during the 2008/09 biennium.  Deliberations of the SCT will be 
supported by working documents prepared by the Secretariat on the basis of 
input from Member States.  To further facilitate an open discussion of topical 
issues, fora will be organized back-to-back with SCT meetings and a worldwide 
symposium on geographical indications will also be arranged.  Also, a 
worldwide study on the current state of legislation on unfair competition and on 
various national and regional approaches that exist in Member States will be 
commissioned.  

Wider adherence to, and implementation of, the Singapore Treaty and the 
Singapore Resolution, will require raising Member States’ awareness of the 
Treaty and the Resolution.  To this end, information and promotion meetings will 
be organized in interested Member States at the regional and national levels in 
cooperation with the sectors responsible for technical assistance and capacity 
building. 

In line with Member States’ expectations, the Secretariat will continue to ensure 
the efficient administration of Article 6ter procedures by processing 
communications in a timely manner, and through the implementation of the 
revised Article 6ter communication procedures that were adopted by the 
Assembly of the Paris Union at its session in September 2008. 

Furthermore, the Program will continue to review information products and 
program activities that fall in its area of expertise, with a view to providing legal 
advice and support to all concerned sectors within the Organization. 

PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate closely with Program 19 (for awareness building 
activities), Programs 9, 10 and 15 (for the promotion of the accession to, and 
implementation of, the Singapore Treaty, and the Singapore Resolution, and 
other norms in the area under consideration), Program 11 (to provide expert 
input), and Program 6 (to support the expansion of the International Registration 
Systems). 

DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations:  12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 21 and 42 

RESOURCES* 
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Program 2

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 1,609              1,795              186             11.6            
Short-term Employees --                    187                187             --                 
Consultants --                    --                    --                 --                 
Special Service Agreements --                    --                    --                 --                 
Interns 6                    6                 --                 
Total, A 1,609              1,989              380             23.6            

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 240                180                (60)              (25.0)           
Third-party Travel 1,013              1,013              --                 --                 
Fellowships 250                125                (125)            (50.0)           

Contractual Services
Conferences 570                300                (270)            (47.4)           
Experts' Honoraria 100                90                  (10)              (10.0)           
Publishing 50                  50                  --                 --                 
Other 40                  38                  (2)                (5.0)             

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance --                    --                    --                 --                 
Communication & Other 10                  9                    (1)                (10.0)           

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment --                    9                    9                 --                 
Supplies & Materials --                    --                    --                 --                 
Total, B 2,273              1,814              (459)            (20.2)           

TOTAL 3,882              3,803              (79)              (2.0)             

Trademarks, Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications

Difference

 
 

* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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• Program 3: Copyright and Related Rights  
 
CHALLENGES The twentieth century model of returning value to creators, performers and their 

business associates, which relied on the distribution of physical packages 
containing their works and recordings, is under threat from the convergence of 
expression in digital technology and the distributional power of the Internet. This 
development may well work to the particular disadvantage of the developing 
world, where creators and performers do not have the same access to the 
Internet, bandwidth and alternate models of obtaining financial rewards as their 
counterparts in the developed world.  WIPO will be addressing these issues in a 
comprehensive way, including:  the analysis and updating of the international 
legal framework; supporting the establishment and further development of 
collective management; increasing understanding of, and building capacity for, 
the sustainable exercise and exploitation of copyright works by rights holders in 
a high-technology environment; promoting understanding of issues related to 
the public domain; and providing high quality assistance to Member States 
wishing to evaluate, exploit and enhance awareness about the use of IP for the 
promotion of creativity. 
 
Copyright and Related Rights 
 
WIPO will continue to service the Standing Committee on Copyright and 
Related Rights (SCCR) in the review and adjustment of international IP law on 
copyright and related rights, including on limitations and exceptions in the digital 
era, and protection of broadcasting organizations, or other issues raised by 
Member States. With the goal of a balanced evolution of the international 
normative framework, and guided by the principles enshrined in the 
Development Agenda recommendations, the Secretariat will encourage the 
SCCR to focus on the future role of copyright, possibly in combination with 
private sector initiatives, as a tool to encourage and reward creativity and 
ensure sustainable cultural and information industries. 
 
The WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) and the WIPO Performances and 
Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) are increasingly becoming general international 
standards for protection of copyright and related rights. The Secretariat will 
continue to disseminate information about the treaties and their implementation 
in national law, promote deeper understanding and build capacity for the 
effective implementation and use of the treaties in the digital environment.  
 
Continued efforts are also required in order to provide timely legislative advice 
to Member States, at their request, in connection with their implementation of 
WIPO administered treaties, including the WCT and WPPT, and the TRIPS 
Agreement; taking particular account of Development Agenda Recommendation 
14 with respect to: “understanding and use of flexibilities contained in the TRIPS 
Agreement.” 
 
The international legal framework should continue to be adapted with a view to 
ensuring that it remains an effective tool for stimulation and wide diffusion of 
creativity to the advantage of the cultural, social, and economic development 
objectives of all countries.  Tools such as licensing mechanisms, rights 
management technologies and other flexibilities support the access to, and 
provision of, protected content.  
 
WIPO has fostered debate in the SCCR on the issue of exceptions and 
limitations through a series of studies regarding the interests of certain 
beneficiaries such as visually impaired persons, libraries, educational 
institutions and users in general. In addition, the Secretariat has actively 
encouraged and participated in debates on these issues, and will continue to do 
so. The SCCR will continue its discussions on this issue and the Secretariat will 
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be servicing these discussions by providing any additional studies or other 
activity that the SCCR may request.  
 
As required, continued action will also need to be taken for the protection of 
performers in regard to the audiovisual use of their performances. In addition to 
several earlier studies, a further study may be conducted to assess the views of 
interested parties, performers, producers and governments and civil society on 
the issues an international instrument would still need to address as well as on 
the evolution of positions of the various parties at stake.  
 
In consonance with the mandate received from the 2007 and 2008 General 
Assembly, the SCCR will continue to address the issue of the protection of 
broadcasting organizations.  

Use of Copyright in the Digital Environment 
 
The Internet and emerging digital technologies have become pivotal features of 
the information society.  Consumers now have unprecedented access to vast 
quantities of information over the digital networks, and new business models 
have been developed to sustain industries that trade in information and creative 
product.  The copyright system is responsible for a great deal of the value that 
is being generated by the digital economy, and is continually being adapted at 
the national and international levels to remain an effective tool for creators and 
users. 
 
As rights holders continue to assert their rights over uses of their work in online 
business, users are increasingly becoming dynamic components of the 
copyright system. This focuses attention on the role of rights management 
technologies and limitations and exceptions to copyright, and greater 
understanding is required of these new and sensitive issues. Technologies for 
documentation, preservation and registration of creative works are becoming 
essential tools for a secure, rich and user-friendly digital distribution of 
knowledge.  There is a corresponding need for Governments and stakeholders 
to better understand the role of copyright in regard to those technological 
developments.  Moreover, the challenge is to meet the expectations of, and 
involve, a growing number and range of stakeholders in addressing these 
issues.  The gap between technologically developed and other countries 
remains a significant concern. There is a need to raise awareness in many 
countries of the opportunities provided by the copyright system for using and 
benefiting from the digital environment and, thereby, helping to bridge the 
“Digital Divide”.  These concerns have been brought to the fore during 
discussions on the WIPO Development Agenda, which requires a proactive 
engagement with challenging issues at the intersection of copyright and digital 
technology. For example, new activities can promote the understanding of 
problems related to the public domain (e.g., orphan works, the use of rights 
management technologies, the role of search engines), including the tools 
needed to identify and access public domain material. 
 
Finally, there is a need to address the growing demand among Member States 
for information about alternative models for licensing and exploiting copyright, 
and sustainable models for copyright based industries in the digital 
environment.  Given the multi-territorial nature of these challenges, WIPO is a 
natural forum for developing a balanced and inclusive debate on emerging 
trends in copyright licensing, such as Creative Commons and Open-Source 
Software, and for examining how coexistence between new and more traditional 
commercial or proprietary licensing models can be enhanced. 
 
The exercise of copyright in the digital environment is further challenged by the 
role of new Internet Intermediaries, including Internet service providers (ISPs), 
portals, User-Created Content sites and search engines.  The landscape has 
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become more fragmented as court decisions worldwide have taken diverging 
approaches to defining the circumstances under which such intermediaries bear 
responsibility for infringing content on their networks, and as new business 
models emerge under which some intermediaries are distributing digital content 
directly to users under commercial terms to a greater extent than before.  This 
scenario increases the need for balanced discussion of best practices and 
tentative solutions at international level.  

Creative Industries 
 
Creative industries are major drivers in the knowledge economy.  Both 
developed and developing countries are witnessing significant growth in these 
industries, which are fundamentally based on IP protection.  Major challenges in 
this field will be to continue to provide high quality assistance to Member States 
wishing to integrate effectively the potential of creative industries in national 
development strategies; and enhance awareness among the policy-makers, 
various stakeholders in the creative industries and users of the IP system that a 
conducive environment of respect for and understanding of the IP system is 
required for creative industries to flourish. 
 
Another major challenge is to upgrade the skills of creators, which are the 
fabrics of the creative society, so that they can efficiently use the economic 
benefits from their creations. In order to do that they need to be equipped with 
the right tools that would enable an optimal use of their intellectual property 
assets. Identifying the areas that need most attention and developing high 
quality tools is a prerequisite for the understanding of the IP system and using 
the benefits that it offers to creators. 
 
Creativity is supported by copyright in many important ways. Developing proper 
national strategies, taking into account the relevant intellectual property 
provisions is an important challenge for WIPO, for national governments and 
creative communities. The interaction of all players and stakeholders is a 
precondition that will allow the flourishing of creativity to the benefit of all 
member states. 
 

 Collective management of copyright and related rights 

 In an increasingly digitally oriented world, the exercise of copyright and related 
rights through collective management systems, where applicable, can be of 
great economic value to creators, performers and other right holders.  The 
development of automated systems for rights management, based on global 
technical standards, has helped to enhance access to international markets.  
Collective management systems that are built in accordance with those 
standards are important to facilitate access to those markets by the right 
holders concerned in developing countries and countries with economies in 
transition.  Conversely, failure to establish such systems may lead to their 
effective exclusion from international markets.  Collective management 
organizations (CMOs) in developing countries, therefore, need to have the 
capacity to use digital databases and electronic delivery systems.   

A wide range of policy issues relating to the role and functions of collective 
management need also to be addressed from a conceptual and technical point 
of view and in light of diverse stakeholder and consumer interests.  The digital 
revolution impacts on the rights of reproduction, distribution and communication 
to the public of protected works and performances and collective management 
of such rights.  International standards and codes, automated licensing and 
monitoring systems are central issues to be considered in this Program, along 
with effective coordination of activities with key partner institutions, such as 
international non-governmental organizations, as appropriate.  
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In 2009, the main challenges for this Program will be to continue to address the 
evolving needs of right owners in developing countries and countries with 
economies in transition.  This requires assistance in the establishment and 
further development of collective management infrastructure, as well as 
ensuring that collective management organizations upgrade their technological 
capabilities to use digital technology in accordance with global technical 
standards.  Installing adequate software, such as WIPOCOS, in those 
countries, will improve the efficiency of the process.  Finally, efforts will continue 
to enhance the awareness and improve understanding of the benefits and 
mechanisms of the collective management of copyright and related rights 
among policy-makers and other stakeholders. 

OBJECTIVE To further develop a balanced normative copyright framework and 
enhance the capacity of Member States and stakeholders to respond to 
the challenges and opportunities offered by copyright in the digital 
environment and also the capacity to collectively manage copyright and 
related rights  

  

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS  
AND TARGETS 

Clarifications of the international 
framework for limitations and 
exceptions, the applicable law 
and technological measures of 
protection or other issues raised 
by Member States 

Clarification of issues and 
possible solutions in the SCCR 

Clarification of the protection of 
audiovisual performances 

Decision made by Member 
States regarding the future work 
on the protection of audiovisual 
performances 

Wider adherence to, and 
effective implementation of, the 
WCT and the WPPT 

− Six additional accessions to 
the WCT, and six to the 
WPPT  

− Four additional States have 
adopted effective policies for 
the implementation of the 
WCT and the WPPT 
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PERFORMANCE INDICATORS  EXPECTED RESULTS AND TARGETS 

Increased understanding of the 
possibilities for commercial 
exploitation of copyright in the 
digital environment 

− Clarification of issues relating 
to documentation and 
copyright, including rights 
management information, 
recordation and access to 
works of unknown or 
unidentifiable authorship 

− Clarification of issues in other 
international fora on 
information and 
communication technology 
(ICT) standards and IP, 
including inter-operability 

− Increased understanding of 
evolving markets for, and 
uses of, computer software, 
including the choice of IP 
license models (open source 
licensing, proprietary, mixed 
platforms) 

 

Greater understanding of the 
impact of emerging technologies 
on creation, access to and use of 
copyright content 

− Increased awareness with 
regard to managing 
intellectual property for 
cultural heritage institutions.  
Practical assistance to 
Member States on the basis 
of the recently published 
WIPO Guide on this issue 

− Heightened awareness of the 
challenges and opportunities 
related to copyright and digital 
preservation 

− Improved understanding on 
the evolving role of Internet 
Intermediaries, including 
through an International 
Conference involving 
governments, private sector 
and users 
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PERFORMANCE INDICATORS  EXPECTED RESULTS AND TARGETS 

Increased awareness and 
improved understanding of the 
importance of creative industries 
for social, economic and cultural 
development 

 

 

− Number and use of WIPO 
studies in policy making on 
creative industries and 
contribution to policy 
dialogues in this field 

− Use of capacity building 
studies and  tools developed 
by WIPO for different creative 
sectors 

− Number of capacity building 
activities for creators in 
specific creative industries 

 

Enhanced awareness and 
capacity building on collective 
management, including creation 
of new collective management 
systems and cooperation with 
relevant partner institutions 

− Five newly established 
collective management 
systems 

− One new cooperation 
agreement and enhancement 
of existing joint working 
committees 
 

Deployment of collective 
management software, 
particularly WIPOCOS, including 
integration of digital technologies 
in CMOs’ operations  

− Number of CMOs that have 
incorporated WIPOCOS and 
effective digital technologies 
for rights management  

 
STRATEGIES In 2009, this expanded Program will focus on four main areas, as described 

below.  The regrouping of former programs on copyright and related rights in a 
single substantive program will facilitate the capacity of the organization to 
respond to today’s challenges in the field of copyright and related rights.  The 
Program will collaborate with other sectors and divisions in the organization to 
deal with these issues in a comprehensive manner, particularly with regards to 
the implementation of the recommendations of the Development Agenda, the 
deliverance of technical assistance and capacity building, and legislative advice. 
 
Law of copyright and related rights.  The Program will continue and reinforce 
the provision of legal assistance to requesting Member States with the aim of 
supporting accession to, and implementation of, the WCT and WPPT. Work will 
also be undertaken, in cooperation with other relevant sectors, on preparing and 
updating draft laws, and provision of advice and comments on existing and 
proposed legislation which may be requested by developing countries and 
countries in transition. 
 
The SCCR will be convened on a regular basis during the biennium to continue 
its work on the development of international copyright and related rights law. 
Studies and other documentation will be prepared, and information seminars 
organized, as necessary and requested by the SCCR. Discussions on such 
issues, organized by stakeholders and other interested parties, would be 
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appropriately supported. In addition, emerging copyright and related rights 
issues will be examined and presented to the SCCR in the form of studies, 
discussion papers or other information material. The WIPO Secretariat will 
service discussions on the protection of broadcasting organizations and provide 
any material or develop any activity that the SCCR may request.   
 
New outreach and capacity building initiatives may be developed with the view 
to promoting deeper understanding and ability of users to access and make use 
of protected content while returning fair value to creators. To further promote 
the user friendly distribution of creativity and knowledge, WIPO will launch a 
series of practical tools providing a practical overview of licensing for works 
such as musical, motion pictures, graphic and pictorial and books. 
 
Use of copyright in the digital environment.  This subprogram will reach out to 
various stakeholders to assist in raising awareness of emerging developments 
in copyright, and to better assess and make appropriate choices in using 
copyright in the digital environment. There will be a special focus on creators, 
as the foundation of the copyright system, and work will be conducted to raise 
awareness of copyright and how best to manage rights in the digital 
marketplace. 
 
Partnerships with other international organizations and the private sector will be 
strengthened, particularly in developing countries and countries with economies 
in transition. Outreach activities to the private and non-profit sectors will also 
continue, to gather information and to build networks of collaboration for the 
benefit of Member States and the IP community generally. 
 
Activities will also be undertaken to raise awareness and assist Member State 
institutions to develop capacity to respond to emerging issues in the field of 
copyright, to help support commercial exploitation of copyright in the digital 
environment, and at the same time promote public interest. Research will be 
conducted and seminars organized on recent developments in legal issues 
relating to copyright in the areas mentioned above. Research will also be 
undertaken on market and technology-related issues, including the role of 
Internet Intermediaries, the legitimate uses of peer-to-peer technologies, and 
rights management technologies. The outcome of these activities will be 
reported to the Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights (SCCR) 
and other relevant WIPO bodies for consideration and further action, where 
appropriate. 
 
Creative Industries.  Member States will be assisted in carrying out research on 
the actual contribution of the creative sector, in order to facilitate evidence-
based policy making in the area of creative industries.  This Program will work 
in close cooperation with the newly created Program 16 (Economic Studies, 
Statistics and Analysis) for this purpose.  The activities will also focus on 
providing support through awareness building activities, training tools and in 
developing partnerships with interested governments and intergovernmental 
and nongovernmental organizations, as well as academic and civil society 
representatives.  Practical tools for selected creative sectors will also be 
developed to meet sector-specific needs. 

Collective management of copyright and related rights.  The main focus of this 
unit will be the setting up and strengthening of collective management of 
copyright and related rights organizations in developing countries, least 
developed countries and countries with economies in transition.  Support will be 
provided to CMOs to ensure that rights management systems, such as 
WIPOCOS, are implemented in the countries concerned and are compatible 
with international systems.  The establishment of a WIPOCOS Task Force 
would be considered to ascertain those developments and to update and follow 
enhancement of the software.  This technical tool is development-oriented and 
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takes into account the priorities and special needs of developing countries in 
providing technological means to improve collective management for the benefit 
of rights owners concerned.  It is mainly demand-driven and transparent, 
customized to the needs of the CMOs. 

In view of the current technological digital environment and market place in all 
continents, there is a need to discuss and define a global approach on policy 
developments relating to collective management of copyright and related rights.  
The Member States may consider the creation of a Working Group of experts to 
address topical issues related to collective management in the current business 
environment, such as multi-territorial licensing, interoperability of existing and 
future norms and standards.  Another particular issue may also be considered 
by the Member States: the question of double taxation which concerns avoiding 
royalties being taxed twice.  This issue was debated in 1979 at the Madrid 
Convention that was never adopted and is of concern to several authors’ 
societies today. 
 
Finally, to clarify also some of the challenges faced in rights management and 
help CMOs to develop suitable responses, national or regional training events 
will be organized.  This will include the preparation of material (e.g. model 
statutes, model contracts, guidelines, business tools) and training tools relevant 
for policy formulation, awareness raising and capacity building by various 
stakeholders, including enforcement authorities on various aspects of collective 
management systems. Further development of automated systems for the 
operation of CMOs will be undertaken to permit their fuller integration in digital 
international systems and compliance with global technical standards. 
 
 

PROGRAM LINKS The Program will be undertaken in cooperation with Program 8 (Development 
Agenda Coordination), Program 9 (Africa, Arab, Asia Pacific, Latin America, 
Caribbean, Least Developed Countries), Program 10 (Cooperation with Certain 
Countries in Europe and Asia), Program 11 (the WIPO Academy), Program 16 
(Economic Studies, Statistics and Analysis) and Program 17 (Building Respect 
for IP).  

DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS  This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations:  10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 32, 36, 40 and 42 
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RESOURCES* 
 

Program 3
Copyright and Related Rights

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 8,178              8,637              459             5.6              
Short-term Employees 734                1,128              394             53.7            
Consultants 266                284                18               6.8              
Special Service Agreements --                    78                  78               --                 
Interns 49                  49               --                 
Total, A 9,178              10,176            998             10.9            

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 1,201              1,207              6                 0.5              
Third-party Travel 1,270              1,150              (120)            (9.5)             
Fellowships 35                  45                  10               28.6            

Contractual Services --                    --                    
Conferences 385                400                15               3.8              
Experts' Honoraria 124                53                  (71)              (57.2)           
Publishing 63                  46                  (17)              (27.0)           
Other 86                  101                15               17.4            

Operating Expenses --                    --                    
Premises & Maintenance 10                  10                  --                 --                 
Communication & Other 184                202                18               9.6              

Equipment and Supplies --                   --                   
Furniture & Equipment 20                  40                  20               98.0            
Supplies & Materials 19                  22                  3                 13.4            
Total, B 3,397              3,275              (123)            (3.6)             

TOTAL 12,575            13,450            875             7.0              

Difference

 
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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Program 4: Traditional Knowledge, Traditional Cultural Expressions and 
Genetic 
 Resources 
CHALLENGES This program addresses three interrelated challenges: 

– strong expectations of international outcomes on the protection of 
traditional knowledge (TK), traditional cultural expressions (TCEs) and 
genetic resources (GR), including close consonances with the WIPO 
Development Agenda; 

– intensifying and diversifying demand for tailored, specialized capacity 
building and technical support, coordinated with the international policy 
dimension;  and 

– a dense and complex international agenda in which these issues are 
closely interrelated with a range of other multilateral fora and international 
organizations. 

 This program deals with cutting edge intellectual property issues that concern 
the interests of highly diverse stakeholders, both governmental and 
nongovernmental, many of whom are new to WIPO and the international IP 
policymaking environment, and concern many key players in the international 
system.  Many WIPO Member States and representatives of indigenous 
peoples and local communities work towards enhanced protection, 
internationally and nationally, of TK, TCEs and GR.  They voice strong 
expectations of the social, cultural and developmental benefits resulting from 
appropriate protection.  Yet diverse approaches are taken at the legal and 
practical levels, even on such basic questions as the scope of subject matter to 
be protected and beneficiaries of protection.   

 Many Member States call for concrete outcomes from the WIPO IGC after some 
seven years of work, but differences continue as to the status and content of 
any outcome.  Its mandate calls for accelerated work, and the IGC itself has 
debated intensified work practices such as strengthened inter-sessions 
consultations:  this translates into potential demand for regional consultations, 
expert groups, and other means of supplementing formal plenary sessions.  The 
Assembly has adopted Development Agenda recommendation no. 18 for the 
acceleration of this process. 

 This program has already laid solid groundwork for protection of TK and TCEs 
that is internationally inclusive, practically effective, and grounded in the actual 
experiences and needs expressed directly by communities.  Despite the cultural 
and intellectual richness represented by their TK, TCEs and GR, communities 
face major resource constraints in defining and protecting their IP-related 
interests and concerns beyond the traditional community circle.  These needs 
are apparent both in terms of grass roots capacities at the community level, and 
in terms of effective involvement in international processes.  WIPO work needs 
to continue to be inclusive, recognizing the diversity of communities, cultures 
and value systems that are involved in these debates and policy issues.  In line 
with approved development agenda recommendations, there has been a 
marked increase in the demand for the kind of unique, specialized capacity 
building and practical training that WIPO is able to provide under this program, 
given its specialist focus on the needs of the holders and custodians of TK, 
TCEs and genetic resources and other stakeholders, as well as the emerging 
area in intellectual property law and policy of sui generis protection of TK and 
TCEs.  The level of demand also shows greater substantive and geographical 
diversity, as tailor made and culturally sensitive capacity building is stressed.   
Such demand is experienced at the level of national and regional authorities, 
and specific communities and institutions.  Demand is diversifying to cover 
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policy and practical guidance on issues integrally related to, but going beyond, 
the protection of TK, TCEs and genetic resources as such, including the 
management of IP options by institutions such as museums, archives, libraries, 
research institutes, gene banks, and traditional medicine collections.   

A continuing challenge is to set the appropriate scope for a broad-based IP 
approach to protection of TK, TCEs and GR.  This entails clarifying the specific 
contribution of the IP system within broader international moves toward greater 
respect for, and recognition of, the cultural heritage and knowledge systems of 
communities, through close coordination and cooperation with many related 
international processes and instruments.  This enables WIPO to sustain its 
focus on its mandate and core competencies, while promoting mutually 
supportive cooperation with other organizations.  The international environment 
has seen important developments with direct bearing on this program.  
Partnership at a technical and practical level, and supportive engagement with 
policy processes, are increasingly required from WIPO in support of the 
mandates and ongoing work programs of other international organizations and 
institutions, including international policy discussions and standard-setting in 
other forums on issues such as biodiversity, health, human rights, food security, 
cultural heritage and cultural diversity which impact upon the IP system 
generally, especially the protection of TCEs, TK and GR. 

IP policy issues and legal measures in the area of TK systems, traditional 
cultural heritage and creativity, and GR touch upon fundamental human rights, 
rights of indigenous peoples as such, environmental protection, cultural heritage 
and cultural diversity, and policies relating to museums and archives, health, 
food and agriculture, biodiversity, and innovation.  This has led to a special 
focus on the principles that determine, on the one hand, what is misuse, 
misappropriation and the illicit exploitation or reproduction of such intangible 
materials, and on the other hand, what are the legitimate boundaries of the 
public domain.  But the key challenge is to fashion from such general principles 
practical tools and realistic pathways for communities to protect TK, TCEs and 
GR consistently with their own interests, needs and value systems, as directly 
identified by them.  A continuing challenge will remain the need for specialist 
and skilled staff capable of bridging between the technical complexity of the IP 
system and the practical context of protection that is relevant for indigenous 
peoples and local communities and custodians of genetic resources. 

 The program delivers on two key areas prioritized in the Development Agenda:  

– Inclusive and member-driven norm-setting activities (recommendation 15) 
and in particular the acceleration of the IGC process on the protection of 
genetic resources, traditional knowledge and folklore (recommendation 
18); 

– The strong demand for specialist, appropriate and tailored capacity 
building in this area for diverse beneficiaries, taking into account the 
priorities and the special needs of developing countries (recommendation 
1), a development-oriented intellectual property culture (recommendation 
2), aspects of scientific research and cultural industries (recommendation 
4), matching specific development needs with available resources 
(recommendation 9), bolstering infrastructure (recommendation 10) and 
strengthening capacity (recommendation 11) in this key area, and 
mainstreaming the development considerations of indigenous and local 
communities into WIPO’s substantive and technical assistance activities 
and debates (recommendation 12), in careful coordination with other 
programs dealing with technical assistance, as well as contributing to 
legislative assistance in the development-oriented and demand-driven 
area of TK and TCE protection, which takes account of the priorities and 
the special needs of developing countries (recommendation 13). 
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OBJECTIVE Establishment, and more effective application, of legal, practical and 
policy IP mechanisms for the protection of TCEs, TK and GR in line with 
the needs, interests and expectations expressed by traditional custodians 
and communities and Member States 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

A stronger international legal and 
policy framework protecting TK 
and TCEs for the direct benefit of 
their customary holders and the 
broader benefit of society 

− Formulation of at least one 
distinct new international 
instrument 

− Use of WIPO policy 
documents and outcomes in 
four new regional/sub-regional 
cooperation initiatives, at least 
four new national policy, legal 
and capacity building 
processes, and community 
and civil society processes in 
four different regions 

Greater cooperation and 
coordination of international and 
regional processes concerning 
TK, TCEs and GR 

− Explicit recognition of WIPO’s 
support and input in at least 
three existing and three new 
processes of other 
international fora and 
agencies 

− Four joint publications or 
activities between WIPO and 
other international agencies 

Enhanced capacity in Member 
States and regional bodies to 
support IP-related protection of 
TK and TCEs, and to manage 
the IP aspects of genetic 
resources, for the sustainable 
benefit of holders and custodians 
of TK, TCEs and GRs 

− At least six community, 
national or regional capacity 
building activities that make 
actual use of WIPO materials 
or expertise 

− Legal mechanisms adapted 
and applied in practice in six 
instances 

− At least four on-going 
processes in Member States 
to enhance measures against 
illegitimate or erroneous 
patenting of TK/GR  

− At least four national or 
community processes make 
active use of  IP guidelines, 
best practices and manuals, 
and tailored ICT services, for 
digitizing and disseminating 
intangible cultural heritage 
and TCEs  
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STRATEGIES The Program’s strategy is anchored in a strong positive feedback loop between 
broad-based international policy dialogue and the negotiation of international 
outcomes on the one hand, and the grass-roots community consultation and 
consultative development of practical tools, on the other hand.  This strategy 
includes the direct participation of indigenous and local communities in the 
international policy processes, and ensures that work at the international level is 
informed by, and is consistent with, the actual needs and expectations 
expressed by communities themselves.  Furthermore, this approach ensures 
that capacity building initiatives at the grass roots level are informed by the 
broader policy and legal environment, so that enhanced capacity at community 
level translates also into enhanced capacity to engage directly with international 
processes. 

The implementation of the program’s strategies will depend on key decisions to 
be taken by Member States, especially in regard to further international 
negotiations and policy dialogue, through the IGC, as well as the many 
international policy processes that have direct bearing on the protection of TK, 
TCEs and GR, and related elements of the IP system. 

Substantive and logistical support is provided for national, regional and 
interregional policy processes, capacity building and legislative development at 
the request of Member States and regional and international bodies. In addition, 
practical legislative and policy resources on issues relating to TK, TCEs and GR 
will be created to systematize the provision of policy support and legislative 
advice for Member States. Specific tools for protection of TK and TCEs will be 
developed tailored to meet the needs of the holders and custodians of TK and 
TCEs, as well as other public policy interests and concerned institutions.  
Further resources will be applied to support coordinated region-wide capacity 
building, responding directly to the increasing demands from Member States 
along these lines.  This will enable better coordinated regional efforts and the 
further development, editing, customizing for diverse community and 
institutional contexts, and publication of the capacity building materials already 
approved and under advanced development. 

Initiatives to strengthen the role and capacities of indigenous peoples and local 
communities within WIPO’s international and regional processes are being 
consolidated and expanded.  The successful implementation of the WIPO 
Voluntary Fund has in turn sparked demand for a greater focus on community 
level development consistent with international processes.  The reciprocal 
needs for stronger capacity in the rapidly growing domain of indigenous IP law 
and for strengthened capacity on IP law and policy for indigenous lawyers and 
policy advisors will be addressed partly through a program for an indigenous IP 
lawyer fellowship. 

The program will maintain consistency and positive collaboration with other 
international legal instruments, negotiations and policy processes, to ensure 
that WIPO activities and outcomes support the broader international legal and 
policy environment, and that there is mutual reinforcement between programs.  
Practical and technical cooperation with partner agencies within the UN system 
will continue in support of their mandated programs and objectives on issues of 
common interest with bearing on protection of TK, TCEs and GR. In view of the 
strong linkages between the issues covered, the specialist expertise required, 
the stakeholders concerned, and the international processes WIPO engages 
with, this program will continue to be delivered in close coordination with 
Program 18 (IP and Global Challenges).   

Specific practical steps to close the loop between practical capacity building at 
the community level and the international policy debate will include the 
development of patent landscapes and other patent related tools in the field of 
GR and TK.  A comprehensive online mechanism and database to provide 
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practical support to Offices and other users of the patent system will be created.  
This would facilitate the prevention of erroneous or illegitimate patents covering 
TK and GR subject matter and other forms of recognition of TK within the patent 
system, limited to material already freely accessible in the public domain or 
otherwise subject to safeguards against use without the prior informed consent 
of the traditional holders of the knowledge or resources.  Furthermore, a set of 
creative heritage tools, on policy, legal, practical and ICT aspects of managing 
IP when recording, digitizing and disseminating intangible cultural heritage, 
especially TCEs, will be developed for use by communities and other interested 
parties such as governmental institutions, museums and archives.  Studies, 
surveys and policy information resources will be produced to promote 
awareness of the nature of the problems confronted, the range of legal, policy 
and practical options available, and the practical experience of communities, as 
well as national and regional authorities in addressing those problems. 

 
PROGRAM LINKS To be delivered in close coordination with Program 1 (Patents, Innovation 

Promotion and Technology Transfer), Program 3 (Copyright and Related 
Rights), Program 8 (Development Agenda Coordination), Program 9 (Africa, 
Arab, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean Countries, Least 
Developed Countries), and Program 18 (IP and Global Challenges). 

 
DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations:  12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22 and 
42. 
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RESOURCES* 
Program 4

Traditional Knowledge, Traditional Cultural Expressions and Genetic Resources
(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 2,710              3,133              423             15.6            
Short-term Employees 547                865                318             58.2            
Consultants 201                --                    (201)            (100.0)         
Special Service Agreements --                    --                    --                 --                 
Interns --                    --                 --                 
Total, A 3,458              3,999              540             15.6            

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 136                122                (14)              (10.0)           
Third-party Travel 1,631              2,000              369             22.6            
Fellowships --                    --                    --                 --                 

Contractual Services
Conferences 555                555                --                 --                 
Experts' Honoraria 180                360                180             100.0          
Publishing 70                  50                  (20)              (28.6)           
Other --                    --                    --                 --                 

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance --                    --                    --                 --                 
Communication & Other 12                  14                  2                 20.0            

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment --                    --                    --                 --                 
Supplies & Materials 10                  18                  8                 80.0            
Total, B 2,594              3,120              526             20.3            

TOTAL 6,052              7,118              1,066          17.6            

Difference

 
 
*  For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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Strategic Goal II: Provision of Premier Global IP Services 
 
 

Summary of Strategic Goal II 
 
 
• Program 5: The PCT System 
• Program 6: Madrid, Hague and Lisbon Systems 
• Program 7:   Arbitration Mediation and Domain Names 
 
 
 
Strategic Goal II addresses the core income-generating business areas of WIPO.  The aim of this 
Strategic Goal is to make WIPO’s registration, filing and alternative dispute resolution services the 
international systems of first choice for users through cost-effective, improved services which provide 
added value.  
 
The Strategic Goal comprises three existing programs: Program 5 (The PCT System – formerly 
Program 16), Program 6 (The Madrid, Hague and Lisbon Systems – formerly Program 18) and 
Program 7 (Arbitration, Mediation and Domain Names – formerly Program 21).  As part of the 
realignment process, the IT resources for Program 6 have been brought into this Program to bring 
them closer to the business needs of this area (previously they were in the IT Program (former 
Program 27)).  This mirrors the arrangements for IT already in place in the PCT System.   
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Strategic Goal II: Provision of Premier Global IP Services 
 
• Program 5: The PCT System 
CHALLENGES The continued growth in the filing of PCT applications in 2005, 2006 and 2007 

reflects, on the one hand, the confidence of the user community in the services 
provided by WIPO.  On the other hand, in particular in light of the budgetary 
constraints during the last two biennia, it presents a significant challenge to the 
Organization to continue to satisfy the justified expectations of users for the 
provision of consistent, high quality services.  Moreover, major patent Offices 
are increasingly looking at ways of sharing information relating to search and 
examination in order to reduce the unnecessary duplication of work as far as 
possible.  The PCT was specifically designed to address this issue.  Yet, it 
would appear that the system is not being used to its full potential, with many 
Offices remaining distrustful of international search reports and international 
preliminary reports on patentability, and only a few Offices using those reports 
either as a basis for grant or at least as the basis for an accelerated, simplified 
or reduced examination process. 

To achieve the objective of this Program outlined below, four areas, in 
particular, will require special attention and investment:  (i) the Program will 
have to respond to the changing geography and nature of demand in the PCT 
system, with implications in particular for staff skills and IT systems;  (ii) use of 
modern information technology will have to be reinforced so as to open new 
opportunities for cooperation between PCT offices and to offer enhanced 
services and cost efficiencies;  (iii) efforts will have to continue to focus, in 
particular, on improving the delivery of high quality PCT services, including high 
quality international search reports and preliminary reports on patentability, 
noting the importance of those reports for national Offices;  and (iv) discussions 
with Member States and users of the system will have to focus on how the 
system as a whole might be improved so that work done in the international 
phase can be used more effectively in the national phase.  All of these 
objectives will need to be supported by further simplification of administrative 
procedures, adoption of consistent technical standards for exchange of key 
information and, where appropriate, further development of the PCT legal 
framework, to ensure that the PCT system is being used to its full potential and 
to maximize its value to applicants and Member States. 

In 2008, PCT Operations expects to have processed, translated and published 
in excess of 166,000 International Applications, an increasingly high proportion 
of which represent filings from East Asian countries, notably China, Japan, and 
the Republic of Korea.  The challenge for PCT Operations in 2009 will be to 
adjust the composition and skills of the workforce so that it can handle the 
increase in filings, including those from the three East Asian countries in 
question, while, at the same time, maintaining a level of service that is 
commensurate with the legitimate expectations of the users of the PCT system.  
In addition, in 2009, the PCT Operations Division will need to absorb the 
significant increase in translation workloads resulting from Korean and 
Portuguese becoming PCT publication languages. 

At the closure of 2008, the number of different technologies deployed to support 
the PCT automated procedure will have been reduced.  However, in 2009, a 
further reduction will be required to achieve a homogeneous technical platform.  
Such a single technical environment will largely eliminate any overlap in 
technical expertise required to support the PCT procedure.  Concerning 
progress in the establishment of a fully electronic PCT procedure, at the end of 
2007, the monthly percentage of PCT documentation in electronic format 
transiting the International Bureau is expected to be approximately 50%.  In 
2009, this percentage is expected to increase to 65%.  In 2008 some tools to 
process text-based (XML) filings have been put in place, with the capacity to 

57 



Revised Program and Budget for 2008/09 

more fully process text (XML), being another challenge in future years.  In 2008, 
a broader range of documents and data became available through 
PATENTSCOPE® and this will increase further in 2009, including certain 
confidential data via secure mechanisms. 

At the end of 2007, the implementation and training relating to the significant 
amendments to the PCT Regulations, which entered into force during that year, 
is expected to have been completed.  This will have provided PCT users with a 
new set of information resources assisting them in taking advantage of the 
procedures covered in the amended Rules.  Close contacts with PCT users 
would also have been continued to solicit feedback on how the PCT system can 
better respond to their needs.  The challenge for 2008/09 will be to continue to 
provide timely and highest possible quality advice on PCT legal matters 
internally and legal information and training to PCT users, to identify and reach 
out to specific categories of potential PCT users, and to focus on servicing 
needs of PCT users and potential users in the geographic areas of highest 
growth in PCT filings. 

The creation, in early 2007, of the PCT International Cooperation Division was 
an important step towards a more comprehensive approach with regard to the 
International Bureau’s PCT cooperation activities vis-à-vis:  Offices of PCT 
Member States, in their different PCT capacities as receiving Offices, 
International Searching and Preliminary Examining Authorities, and designated 
and elected Offices;  and countries interested in joining the PCT.  The challenge 
in the 2008/09 biennium will be to identify new opportunities for cooperation 
between the International Bureau and Offices of PCT Member States and, in 
particular, to respond to the changing geography in demand in the PCT system.  
In addition, a renewed focus of the Division will be on the further development 
of the PCT system to ensure that is being used to its full potential and to 
maximize its value to applicants and Member States. 

OBJECTIVE Maintain and reinforce the PCT as the central node of the international 
patent system and preferred route for obtaining international patent 
protection 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

PCT Operations Division 

Containment of cost of receiving, 
processing and translating an 
international application 

− Workload Indicators1 

− Productivity Indicators2 

 

 

Consistent, high quality services 
to PCT users 

 

− PCT Quality indicator3 

PCT Information Systems Division 

                                                 
1  Detailed explanation of the Workload Indicators can be found in Annex VIII:  Indicators for PCT Operations. 
2  Detailed explanation of the Productivity Indicators can be found in Annex VIII. 
3  Detailed explanation of the Quality Indicator can be found in Annex VIII. 
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PERFORMANCE INDICATORS EXPECTED RESULTS AND TARGETS 

A single consolidated processing 
environment supporting the PCT 
procedure 

− Reduction, to a minimum, of the 
number of separate processing 
systems supporting the PCT 
procedure  

− 99% systems availability for 
agreed operations times. 

− Satisfactory systems 
performance based on user 
feedback. 

Increased capability for character-
based (XML) electronic 
processing 

− Delivery of text (XML) based 
processing functionality, for the 
application body, into the PCT  
E-Dossier system. 

− 10% of PCT publications will be 
accompanied by 100% accurate 
text (in place of OCR quality 
text) 

Considerable progress made in 
the establishment of a fully 
electronic PCT procedure 

− 65% of incoming documents 
arrive electronically 

− Reduction in exception cases 
presented through electronic 
document exchange 

Availability to applicants and 
Offices of a variety of PCT data 
and documentation, including 
certain confidential data via 
secure mechanisms  

Data and documentation is regularly 
accessed by applicants and Offices. 

PCT Legal Division 

Enhanced network of users and 
potential users in high volume PCT 
user countries and high growth 
PCT countries 

− Number of user training 
activities and potential user 
outreach activities in target 
countries 

− Number of subscribers to 
PCT email list services 

Improved understanding by the 
International Bureau of the needs 
and PCT strategies of the top PCT 
applicants worldwide 

Regular contacts with the top 
PCT applicants worldwide 

PCT International Cooperation Division 

Intensified cooperation with, and 
improved coordination of activities 
of, PCT Offices and Authorities 
covering, inter alia, operational, 
technical procedural, legal and 
training issues 

Number of co-operation 
agreements with PCT Offices 
and Authorities 
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PERFORMANCE INDICATORS EXPECTED RESULTS AND TARGETS 

Submission of proposals as to how 
the PCT system as a whole, 
especially the conduct of 
international search and 
preliminary examination, the 
presentation and transmission of 
its results, and the use of those 
results by designated Offices, 
might be improved to use the PCT 
system to its full potential and to 
maximize its value to applicants 
and designated Offices 

Discussion and adoption of 
proposals by the appropriate 
PCT bodies 

 
STRATEGIES PCT Operations:  In order to absorb, at minimal additional cost, the increasing 

workloads resulting from growing filing rates, in particular in the East Asian 
region, PCT Operations will need to further rationalize its operational 
procedures, as well as adjust the composition of its staff to this changing 
geography of demand.  In addition, to ensure more resource flexibility, PCT 
Operations will increase its reliance on outsourcing.  With a view to ensuring 
appropriate levels of service to users, more comprehensive quality control 
mechanisms will be introduced, and the multi-lingual terminology database will 
be enhanced. 

PCT Information Systems Division:  In order to accelerate the implementation of 
a single application and technical architecture and to adequately respond to 
business needs, additional applications development resources will be 
deployed, which will result in the further consolidation and stabilization of the 
PCT electronic systems.  Such additional resources will reinforce the business 
continuity and disaster recovery capabilities of the PCT systems.  With the view 
to streamlining the IT procedures used for the reception and transmission of 
PCT documentation in electronic format, variations in electronic data structures 
and formats will be limited to those already in place.  Moreover improved user 
visibility on the PCT electronic document exchange systems will be 
implemented in order to improve the timeliness of the system and reduce its 
support overhead.  Following direction solicited from the PCT user community, 
functions enabling secure access to PCT documentation by applicants will be 
enhanced. 

PCT Legal Division:  The PCT Legal Division will continue its core functions of 
providing advice on PCT legal matters within the International Bureau, providing 
PCT users with general and specific legal information, advice and training, and 
providing information and advice to potential PCT users.  In order to maintain 
close relationships with PCT users, PCT outreach activities will be strengthened 
and rationalized.  

PCT International Cooperation Division:  The PCT International Cooperation 
Division will further strengthen the cooperation with, and the coordination of 
activities of, Offices of PCT Member States in their different PCT capacities as 
receiving Offices, International Searching and Preliminary Examining 
Authorities, and designated and elected Offices. To this end, comprehensive 
cooperation agreements will be concluded with Offices of PCT Member States, 
covering, inter alia, operational, technical, procedural, legal and training issues.  
Furthermore, assistance will be offered to countries, in particular, developing 
countries and least developed countries, interested in joining the PCT.  The 
PCT International Cooperation Division will also continue its work related to the 
development of the PCT system to ensure that the PCT system is used to its full 
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potential and to maximize its value to applicants and Member States’ Offices, 
including, in particular, legal work involving changes to the legal framework 
(Treaty, Regulations and Administrative Instructions under the PCT), work 
towards further improving the quality framework for international search and 
preliminary examination and work with national Offices to assist in effective 
implementation of national administrative and technical systems relating to the 
PCT. 

The Program will also cover the cost of the participation of one delegate per 
Member State of the PCT system to the sessions of the PCT Assembly (two 
sessions in the biennium). 

PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate closely with Program 1 (for the law of patents), 
Program 13 (for patent classification, WIPO IP standards and patent information 
services to developing countries) and Program 14 (for patent data). 

DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS  This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations: 10, 11 and 31.  
RESOURCES* 
 

Program 5
The PCT System

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 107,023         102,776         (4,247)        (4.0)            
Short-term Employees 24,790           19,194           (5,596)        (22.6)          
Consultants 2,025             1,479             (546)           (27.0)          
Special Service Agreements 2,310             1,598             (712)           (30.8)          
Interns --                   --                --                
Total, A 136,148         125,046         (11,102)      (8.2)            

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 1,497             1,737             240             16.0            
Third-party Travel 2,805             3,685             880             31.4            
Fellowships 200                --                   (200)           (100.0)        

Contractual Services
Conferences 295                235                (60)             (20.3)          
Experts' Honoraria 100                72                  (28)             (28.0)          
Publishing 225                95                  (130)           (57.7)          
Other 33,618           42,678           9,060          27               

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance 2,781             285                (2,496)        (89.8)          
Communication & Other 1,750             4,347             2,597          148.4          

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment 1,560             1,499             (62)             (3.9)            
Supplies & Materials 1,519             1,724             204             13.4            
Total, B 46,350           56,356           10,006        21.6            

TOTAL 182,498         181,402         (1,096)        (0.6)            

Difference

 
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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national authorities, and will, thus, be treated as living documents rather than as 
static frameworks for action. 

WIPO’s technical assistance program and activities will be designed in close 
consultation with countries in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus Region and 
Central Asia with the objective to respond to their diverse and specific needs in 
order to develop and enhance their capacity in all important areas of IP, such as 
development of IP strategies and services; awareness building; human 
resource development; strengthening of relevant institutions and infrastructure; 
and formulations of legislation at the national and regional levels.  

The shared features and requirements of certain countries in Europe and Asia 
pertain to the close relationship of many of these countries with the European 
Union (EU), as well as the relatively advanced levels of assistance required by 
them.  Accordingly, cooperation with these countries will take into consideration 
requirements arising from the new membership of some of these countries in 
the EU, as well as the specific needs of acceding countries, candidate countries 
and countries benefiting from EU’s European Neighborhood Policy. Synergies 
will be aimed for with IP programs which these countries may be undertaking 
within an EU context. 

In addition, the specific activities and programs shall seek to sustain the 
capacity of the IP Offices to offer more advanced services to existing and 
potential users of IP.  This will entail a greater focus on creating a critical mass 
of trained IP experts in these countries.  The upgrading of human resources 
would be a most effective means of facilitating the use of IP in a systematic and 
sustained manner for attaining larger socio-economic objectives.  Also, given 
the common nature of many of the IP challenges faced by these countries, 
there will be an increased focus on development and use of specific tools for 
the promotion of sustained use of IP rights to enhance economic development 
and mutual exchange of experiences and sharing of best practices among 
these countries will be supported. 

 
PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate closely with, in particular, Program 1 (Patents, 

Innovation Promotion and Technology Transfer), Program 2 (Trademarks, 
Industrial Designs and Geographical Indications), Program 3 (Copyright and 
Related Rights), Program 4 (Traditional Knowledge, Traditional Cultural 
Expressions and Genetic Resources), Program 8 (Development Agenda 
Coordination), Program 9 (Africa, Arab, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and 
the Caribbean Countries, LDCs), Program 11 (training), Program 15 (IP Office 
Modernization), Program 16 (Economic Studies, Statistics and Analysis), 
Program 17 (Building Respect for IP), Program 18 (IP and Global Challenges), 
Programs 19 and 20 (for communications and external relations). 

 
DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 38, 40 and 43. 
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RESOURCES* 
 

  Program 10
Cooperation with Certain Countries in Europe and Asia

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 3,373              2,910              (463)            (13.7)           
Short-term Employees 188                443                256             136.4          
Consultants --                    --                    --                 --                 
Special Service Agreements --                    --                    --                 --                 
Interns 28                  28               --                 
Total, A 3,560              3,381              (179)            (5.0)             

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 210                237                27               12.7            
Third-party Travel 950                1,200              250             26.3            
Fellowships 100                100                --                 --                 

Contractual Services
Conferences 170                213                43               25.3            
Experts' Honoraria 75                  95                  20               26.0            
Publishing 23                  25                  2                 8.7              
Other 300                285                (15)              (5.0)             

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance 15                  19                  4                 26.7            
Communication & Other 23                  26                  3                 13.5            

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment 18                  16                  (2)                (12.5)           
Supplies & Materials --                    9                    9                 --                 
Total, B 1,884              2,224              340             18.0            

TOTAL 5,444              5,604              160             2.9              

Difference

 
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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• Program 11 The WIPO Academy 

CHALLENGES The WIPO Academy provides government officials, Offices and other 
stakeholders with training and educational services for enhancing intellectual 
property (IP) knowledge in order to promote use of IP for development.  
Challenges facing the Academy include the need to respond to increasing 
numbers of requests from member States for assistance in strengthening their 
national programs for IP education and training which is now an essential tool 
for national development strategy, the enhancement of the quality of the 
Academy’s services to various target audiences, and promoting international 
cooperation in IP education and training.  In 2009, in order to focus on and 
reinforce the training and education services which the Academy provides in 
support of development goals, other activities conducted by the Academy, such 
as the Executive Program, will be discontinued or reoriented. 

Building upon the achievements of the initial ten years of the Academy, the 
Academy will continue to seek an international and inter-disciplinary approach 
to IP education through a combination of face-to-face training and state-of-the-
art distance learning.  

Strategic partnerships with more than 25 national IP Offices, regional 
organizations, intergovernmental organizations and universities have also given 
the Academy a unique opportunity to provide practical, customized training on 
IP.   

The Distance Learning Program is taking IP to even wider sectors of society 
worldwide, bridging the gaps of distance and time, and reducing the costs of 
access to IP education.  Building upon the initial success (shown by the recent 
statistics, in the 2006/07 biennium that around 35,000 participants took WIPO 
DL courses), the continued enhancement in quality and coverage (both content 
and language) is necessary in response to strong demand.  Coupled with DL 
courses, face-to-face training for professionals and other customers will 
continue to be a solid basis for IP education and training.   

The global networks of IP Academies would continue to be hosted by the 
Academy to allow member States to share knowledge, reference material and 
resources for training with a view to promoting efficient and coherent 
approaches to capacity building.  To narrow the global knowledge gap, the 
Academy’s programs should also assist research (R&D) institutions and 
universities in developing countries to develop skills for creating and managing 
domestic inventions and home-grown innovations. 

OBJECTIVE Strengthened IP educational and training infrastructure with enhanced 
access to IP knowledge and information 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Upgraded and enhanced 
knowledge and skills of staff of IP 
offices and other stakeholders 

− 90% end-of-course 
satisfaction rate with 
professional training programs  
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EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Strengthened infrastructure for 
human resources development 
and IP education in Member 
States 

− At least one university in each 
region to introduce specialized 
IP courses 

− Establishment of at least five 
IP academies and/or training 
centers in Member States 

− High end-of-course 
satisfaction rate of the Turin 
Master of Law in IP (LL.M) 

Wider use of distance learning as 
a complement to IP education 

− 40.000 registrations and 70%  
completion rate of WIPO on-
line courses  

− Use of the Academy Distance 
Learning courses in 
educational programs of five 
academic institutions  

− Four institutions in Member 
States offer Academy 
Distance Learning programs 
in national languages 

Enhanced networks and efficiency 
of international cooperation for 
IP education and training 
worldwide 

− Projects completed within the 
framework of the Global 
Network of IP Academies 

− Satisfaction rate (at least 
80%) of partners of the 
Academy for IP education and 
training 

 

STRATEGIES Following re-focusing of the Academy’s activities, Program 11 will consist from 
2009 of a professional development program, partnership program and distance 
learning program.   

Under professional development, the WIPO Academy will continue to cooperate 
with IP offices in organizing training courses on demand for government 
professionals and other customers who should support the use of IP for 
development.   

To enhance the efficiency of IP education, under the Partnership Program, the 
Academy will cooperate also with universities and WTO to train the trainers who 
should become the core resource persons of IP education in each country.  The 
Academy will continue to collaborate with academic institutions in organizing 
courses for participants from developing countries and countries in transition to 
a market economy, leading to the award of degrees or diplomas.   

The Distance Learning (DL) Program will focus on offering new courses in 
priority areas and continue to efficiently administer existing courses.  The 
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Academy will explore the possibility of enhancing the existing platform of DL 
software in order to leverage the available technology. 

PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate with Programs 8, 9 and 10 (for development and 
coordination of activities at the national level), Program 19 (Communications), 
Program and with all substantive IP programs for the development of Distance 
Learning courses on these subjects, as well as with Program 7 (Arbitration, 
Mediation and Domain Names). 

DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations:  2, 4, 5, 11, 12, 24, 33 and 41. 

RESOURCES* 
 

  Program 11
The WIPO Academy
(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 1,464             2,342             878             60.0            
Short-term Employees 598                382                (215)           (36.0)          
Consultants 672                523                (149)           (22.2)          
Special Service Agreements --                   0                   0                --                
Interns 0                   0                --                
Total, A 2,734             3,247             513             18.8            

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 267                270                3                1.0              
Third-party Travel 325                1,000             675             207.6          
Fellowships 3,141             2,600             (541)           (17.2)          

Contractual Services
Conferences 150                150                (0)               (0.0)            
Experts' Honoraria 321                289                (32)             (10.1)          
Publishing 21                  --                   (21)             (100.0)        
Other 319                1,303             984             308.1          

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance --                   --                   --                --                
Communication & Other 25                  --                   (25)             (100.0)        

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment --                   --                   --                --                
Supplies & Materials 41                  --                   (41)             (100.0)        
Total, B 4,611             5,612             1,001          21.7            

TOTAL 7,345             8,859             1,514          20.6            

Difference

 
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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Strategic Goal IV: Coordination and Development of Global IP Infrastructure 
 
 

Summary of Strategic Goal IV 
 
 
• Program 12: International Classifications in the Field of Trademarks and Industrial 

Designs 
• Program 13: Patent Classification and WIPO IP Standards 
• Program 14: PATENTSCOPE® and Associated Patent Services 
• Program 15: IP Office Modernization 
 
 
 
Strategic Goal IV introduces a new orientation.  It responds to the need for greater technical 
standardization and work sharing between Offices around the world in order to help meet the 
overwhelming global demand on the system; to facilitate the exchange of data and outputs between 
Offices; and to maximize benefits to developing countries by facilitating their participation in the 
system and their access and use of its outputs in accordance with the Development Agenda.  To 
further this goal, a number of WIPO’s strategic assets, which are currently dispersed across programs 
in different areas of the Organization, are brought together and developed within reformulated 
programs.  These include tools (such as the international IP classification systems) and international 
IP databases, plus the Office Automation services which serve to make these assets available to 
Offices, institutions and public in all countries.  The goal would also include promoting and 
coordinating the voluntary adoption of best practice infrastructure elements developed by other 
Offices.  Assistance provided to developing country Offices through the IPAS office automation 
services will facilitate their participation in the global infrastructure and access to its benefits. 
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Strategic Goal IV: Coordination and Development of Global IP Infrastructure 
 
• Program 12: International Classifications in the Field of Trademarks and 

Industrial Designs 

CHALLENGES The international classifications established by the Nice Agreement Concerning 
the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the 
Registration of Marks, the Vienna Agreement Establishing an International 
Classification of the Figurative Elements of Marks and the Locarno Agreement 
Establishing an International Classification for Industrial Designs organize 
commercial and technological information relating to trademarks and industrial 
designs into indexed, manageable structures for easy retrieval by, in particular, 
industrial property offices, the business community and researchers.  At the 
time of the preparation of the revised Program, the total number of Contracting 
Parties to the Nice, Locarno and Vienna Agreements were 83, 49 and 25 
respectively.  In respect of the actual use of those classifications by the end of 
the year 2008, the respective numbers were 155 countries and four 
organizations for the Nice Classification, 51 countries and three organizations 
for the Vienna Classification and 56 countries and three organizations for the 
Locarno Classifications.   

The Preparatory Working Group for the preparation of the 10th edition of the 
Nice Classification held its 26th session (the second in the current revision 
period) in November 2008.  The sixth edition of the Vienna Classification 
entered into force on January 1, 2008.  The new (ninth) edition of the Locarno 
Classification was published in July 2008 and this edition will enter into force on 
January 1, 2009.   

The classifications are indispensable tools for industrial property offices carrying 
out searches for determining prior rights and examining trademarks and 
industrial designs.  Moreover, these classifications are applied in the 
administration of the Madrid and Hague Systems, and examiners, translators as 
well as applicants rely heavily on them. The classifications need to be updated 
regularly to take account of changes and advances in technology and 
commercial practices, and to respond to the constantly changing and growing 
needs of their users, both industrial property offices and right owners.  The 
current revision procedure for the Nice Classification is outdated and needs 
modernization, so as to render the revision of that Classification more 
responsive to market developments.  The Locarno Classification needs to be 
developed so as to facilitate searches of registered industrial designs, in 
particular in large design collections.  Finally, the possible use of computer-
supported image recognition tools in the use of the classification and retrieval of 
industrial designs and figurative elements of marks has to be studied and 
evaluated with a view to integrating new technologies into the application of the 
Locarno and Vienna Classifications. 
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OBJECTIVE Further development of the Nice, Vienna and Locarno Classifications, 
reform of the Nice Classification Revision Procedure, and enhanced use 
of those Classifications by industrial property offices and the private 
sector 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Further revision of the ninth 
edition of the Nice Classification 

− Two sessions of the 
Preparatory Working Group of 
the Committee of Experts of 
the Nice Union 

− Adoption by the Preparatory 
Working Group of 
recommendations for 
modification of the 9th edition 
of the Nice Classification  

Initiation of the Reform of the 
Revision Procedure for the Nice 
Classification 

− Project document setting out 
the terms of reference for an 
electronic forum for the 
Committee of Experts under 
the Nice Union 

− Draft revised Rules of 
Procedure for the Committee 
of Experts under the Nice 
Union developed in three 
sessions of an ad hoc 
Working Group 

Definition of a policy for the 
production and dissemination of 
authentic and official texts of the 
Nice, Vienna and Locarno 
Classifications 

− Completion of a review of the 
procedure for the production 
of authentic and official texts 
of the Nice, Vienna and 
Locarno Classifications in 
electronic and paper versions 

− Publication of an official 
version of the Nice 
Classification (9th edition) in 
two official languages of the 
Nice Agreement (in addition to 
the existing authentic 
language versions) 
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PERFORMANCE INDICATORS EXPECTED RESULTS AND TARGETS 

Revision of the Locarno 
Classification 

− Identification of different 
options for developing the 
Locarno Classification with a 
view to rendering it more 
responsive for carrying out 
searches in large industrial 
design data bases on the 
basis of visual design features 

 

Wider acceptance and more 
effective use of the Nice, Vienna 
and Locarno Classifications 

− Four new Contracting Parties 
to the Nice Agreement 

− Two new Contracting Parties 
to the Vienna and Locarno 
Agreements 

− Four additional countries 
apply the Nice, Vienna and 
Locarno Classifications. 

 
STRATEGIES A major focus of the Program will be to ensure that the Locarno and Nice 

Classifications remain relevant to the needs of the users.  The new (ninth) 
edition of the Locarno Classification will be published on paper, CD-ROM and 
Internet and distributed to all States members of the Paris Convention in the 
second half of 2008.  It will enter into force on January 1, 2009. 

The Preparatory Working Group of the Committee of Experts of the Nice Union 
will meet twice in 2008/09 to examine proposals for modifications to the ninth 
edition of the Nice Classification submitted to the International Bureau by the 
countries of the Union.  To further enhance the classification and translation of 
goods and services indications, a Classification and Translation Committee will 
work on an electronic classification and translation tool for use by WIPO 
examiners and translators under the Madrid System (and possibly by the public 
in the future).  The new tool will enable automatic translation of individual 
indications of goods or services from English, French or Spanish into any of the 
other languages, and automatic checking of the correct classification of those 
indications according to the Nice Classification. 

A second focus of the Program will be on the reform of the Nice Classification 
Revision Process with a view to shortening the revision period, which is 
currently at five years, to one year and, if possible, to less than one year.  In this 
context, a revised publication policy for authentic and official texts of the Nice, 
Locarno and Vienna Classifications will be established with a view to defining 
efficient and secure updating and publication procedures for those 
Classifications. 

The Program will also work for the development of the Locarno Classification 
with a view to rendering this classification more efficient for design searches, 
possibly based on criteria in addition to classes and sub classes of the Locarno 
Classification, such as visual design features. 

The promotion of enhanced use of the Nice, Vienna and Locarno Classifications 
by registration authorities, applicants and search companies will remain a key 
priority for the Program.  To this end, advice and assistance to registration 
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authorities and other users will be provided, including through training 
workshops.  The Program will also establish, at the request of national or 
regional industrial property offices, classification reports on the correct 
classification of goods and services for the purposes of the registration of 
marks, and will publish recommendations on the classification of new goods 
and services that have not yet been entered into the alphabetical list, so as to 
facilitate convergence in the application of the Nice Classification. 

PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate with Programs 6 (Madrid, Hague and Lisbon 
Systems) 9 (Africa, Arab, Asia and the Pacific, Latin America and the Caribbean 
Countries, Least Developed Countries) and 10 (Cooperation with Certain 
Countries in Europe and Asia). 

RESOURCES* 
 

  Program 12
International Classification in the Field of Trademarks and Industrial Designs

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 1,078              536                (542)            (50.3)           
Short-term Employees --                    --                    --                 --                 
Consultants --                    --                    --                 --                 
Special Service Agreements --                    --                    --                 --                 
Interns --                    --                 --                 
Total, A 1,078              536                (542)            (50.3)           

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 35                  32                  (4)                (10.0)           
Third-party Travel --                    60                  60               --                 
Fellowships --                    --                    --                 --                 

Contractual Services
Conferences 30                  86                  56               186.7          
Experts' Honoraria --                    --                    --                 --                 
Publishing 1                    50                  49               4,900.0       
Other 55                  159                104             188.5          

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance --                    --                    --                 --                 
Communication & Other 2                    2                    (0)                (10.0)           

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment --                    --                    --                 --                 
Supplies & Materials --                    --                    --                 --                 
Total, B 123                388                265             215.4          

TOTAL 1,201              924                (277)            (23.1)           

Difference

 
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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• Program 13: Patent Classification and WIPO IP Standards 
CHALLENGES The principal challenge for this Program is to ensure the worldwide application 

of the International Patent Classification (IPC) and WIPO IP standards, duly 
taking into account Member States’ specific needs. 

The reformed IPC entered into force on January 1, 2006, and a new IPC 
revision procedure was put in place. Many countries have successfully 
implemented the reformed Classification during the 2006/07 biennium.  This 
process will need to continue in 2008/09 to ensure that all countries, publishing 
patent documents, apply the reformed IPC with high quality and consistency.  
This will require active promotion of the reformed IPC, the introduction in the 
Classification of more features created by the reform, and enhanced 
harmonization of internal classifications of large offices with the IPC. In addition, 
classification of non-patent literature according to the IPC will need to be 
ensured. 

WIPO IP standards provide a basis for the transmission, exchange, 
dissemination and sharing of IP information and documentation.  The challenge 
will be to ensure their worldwide application by promoting them as a main tool 
for harmonization of IP Offices’ practices in the field of IP information and 
documentation, and enhanced exchange of information among Offices.  Work 
will also be required to develop new and revise existing WIPO IP standards, 
recommendations and guidelines in line with IT developments and new 
methods for transmitting and exchanging IP information. 

The main challenge for the WIPO IP information services for developing 
countries will be to further enhance the services by increasing the number of 
channels for the dissemination of information and improve the use of IP 
information in developing countries.  To this end, more technical assistance and 
training to IP users in developing countries will be required. 

IT has played a major role in IPC reform.  New IT tools have been developed 
which have supported the reform process.  The main challenge for 2008/09 will 
be to consolidate those tools and IT services required for IPC operations and 
promotion.  In respect of the revision of the IPC, the development of additional 
IT tools will be required to provide web-based support for the revision and 
associated reclassification of patent collections.  Further IT assistance to small 
and medium-sized IP Offices will also be needed, for the implementation of the 
reformed IPC and associated IT support tools in their working languages.  In 
addition, the IT supported update of the publication and maintenance 
procedures of the WIPO Handbook on IP Information and Documentation will 
be important in order to implement new procedures for the dissemination of 
information and the updating of surveys, examples and country-specific 
information, and to improve the reusability of data, search and display options. 
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OBJECTIVE Enhanced efficiency of the use of IP information and documentation by IP 
Offices, applicants and the general public worldwide 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Efficient functioning of the new 
IPC revision procedure and 
timely publication of new 
versions of the IPC core and 
advanced levels and of related 
material 

− Increase in the number of 
amendments introduced in the 
2009 edition of the IPC core 
level 

− Increase in the number of new 
entries in the IPC advanced 
level  

− Publication of new versions in 
accordance with the IPC 
revision procedure 

Use of the IPC for classifying 
non-patent literature 

Increase by 10 % in the number of 
technical and scientific articles 
classified according to the IPC 

Establishment, revision and 
promotion of WIPO Standards 
for the transmission, exchange 
and sharing of IP information 
and documentation 

New standards and revisions to 
existing standards adopted by the 
SCIT Standards and Documentation 
Working Group 

Enhanced user awareness of 
information activities carried 
out by IP Offices 

Increase in the number of users 
accessing Annual Technical Reports 
on patent, trademark and industrial 
design activities made available on 
WIPO’s website 

Enhanced use of WIPO 
Industrial Property Information 
Services for developing 
countries (WPIS) and improved 
IP information dissemination 
channels 

− Increase, from the existing 15, 
of the number of donor 
countries participating in WPIS 

− Increase by 10 % in the number 
of searches carried out by donor 
countries  

− Increase in the number of IP 
information units in universities, 
chambers of commerce and 
industry 

Use of the clustering analysis 
for the computer-assisted 
revision of the IPC by Member 
States of the IPC Union 

Number of IPC revision projects 
initiated by Member States, with the 
clustering-based IT assistance 

Development of XML web 
services for reclassification of 
patent collections in the core 
and the advanced levels of the 
IPC 

Number of IP Offices using XML 
web services for reclassification 
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STRATEGIES To consider proposals for the revision of the IPC core level, regular meetings of 
the IPC Revision Working Group will be convened, while revision of the 
advanced level will be closely monitored by the International Bureau.  The IPC 
Committee of Experts will, at its meetings, supervise the revision and other 
developments of the IPC and provide guidance for further work.  Full 
implementation of the new revision procedure and use of respective IT tools will 
ensure timely publication of new versions of the IPC.  A new edition of the IPC 
core level will be published in 2009.  To ensure necessary classification of non-
patent literature, various options for the enhancement of the Journal of Patent-
Associated Literature (JOPAL), or its replacement by alternative means, will be 
considered. 

For the development of new and revision of existing WIPO IP standards, three 
meetings of the SCIT Standards and Documentation Working Group (SDWG) 
will be convened.  The Program will provide necessary support for the SDWG 
and its Task Forces, including creation of electronic discussion fora.  The new 
and revised standards and related material will also be published on various 
media.  The Annual Technical Reports (ATR) on patent, trademark and 
industrial design activities will be processed and published with the use of the 
enhanced ATRs Management System.  A new publication platform and 
maintenance procedures of the WIPO Handbook on Industrial Property 
Information and Documentation will be developed and implemented and an 
updated version of the Handbook will be published. 

The services of the WIPO Industrial Property Information Services for 
developing countries (WPIS) will be reviewed with a view to further improving 
those services and increasing the number of searches carried out by donor 
countries.  This will require consultations with donor countries.  Technical 
assistance and training will be provided to developing countries for the creation 
of IP information units at universities, chambers of commerce, industry and 
professional associations.  To improve the dissemination of IP information and 
public awareness in developing countries, training events on IP information 
sources and retrieval tools, and their use for transfer of technology will be 
conducted. 

The outsourcing of IT systems will be strengthened on the basis of ISO 9126-3 
metrics and the definition of business priorities for each IT system.  This will 
ensure a more cost effective use of budgets, and better planning of new 
investments and replacement of some critical systems.  To facilitate the use by 
IP Offices of the IPC in national languages, the deployment of IT tools, using 
common maintenance procedures and supporting the IPC in national 
languages, will continue.  Clustering and semantic analysis techniques will be 
used for the identification of new concepts providing a basis for respective IPC 
revision projects. 

PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate closely with Programs 5 and 6 (concerning use of 
the IPC and WIPO IP standards under the PCT and the International 
Registration Systems), Programs 9 and 10 (for the provision of IP information 
services), and Program 25 (for IT operations and support). 

DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS  This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations: 8, 30 and 31. 
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RESOURCES* 
 

  Program 13
Patent Classification and WIPO IP Standards

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 6,082              6,110              28               0.5              
Short-term Employees --                    67                  67               --                 
Consultants 94                  258                163             173.0          
Special Service Agreements --                    39                  39               --                 
Interns 9                    9                 --                 
Total, A 6,176              6,483              306             5.0              

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 346                369                23               6.6              
Third-party Travel 109                --                    (109)            (100.0)         
Fellowships 10                  --                    (10)              (100.0)         

Contractual Services
Conferences 287                260                (27)              (9.6)             
Experts' Honoraria 10                  7                    (3)                (30.0)           
Publishing 47                  350                303             648.6          
Other 195                475                280             144             

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance --                    --                    --                 --                 
Communication & Other 24                  19                  (5)                (20.3)           

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment 10                  63                  53               562.1          
Supplies & Materials 43                  45                  2                 3.5              
Total, B 1,081              1,588              507             46.9            

TOTAL 7,257              8,071              813             11.2            

Difference

 
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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• Program 14: PATENTSCOPE® and Associated Patent Services 
CHALLENGES This Program addresses matters related to infrastructure services in the area of 

patents. It seeks to provide databases and tools to Offices, institutions and the 
public in all countries to enable them to participate effectively in the global IP 
system, with an emphasis on the needs of developing countries and LDCs. 

In the 2006/07 biennium, the dissemination of patent data and related 
information has been improved via the PATENTSCOPE® web portal, in particular 
regarding published PCT international applications.  The PATENTSCOPE® 
database and related IT tools provide the basis for further enhancing the value 
inherent in patent data and for optimizing the disclosure function of the patent 
system.  During 2008, WIPO has received many requests from patent offices, 
particularly offices of developing countries, for technical assistance to digitize 
their patent collections and to disseminate them using the PATENTSCOPE® 

service. 

A significant challenge for 2009 is the implementation of the WIPO 
Development Agenda.  Several of the recommendations of the Development 
Agenda touch directly on technology transfer and access to knowledge 
(recommendation 8 and Cluster C in general).  To meet the expectations of the 
Development Agenda, activities should start in 2009 to improve access, in 
particular for LDCs, to specialized databases of scientific and technical 
literature, including commercial patent databases, and to increase the 
awareness of the value of patent information as a tool for access to knowledge 
and for technology transfer. 

In 2009, patent related information resources will need to be further enhanced 
by increasing the quantity and depth of information and improving accessibility 
for non-expert users.  The increasing diversity of prior art in the patent system 
presents challenges to patent offices and users who need to have access to 
more types of documentation, from more sources and in more languages.  
Technical assistance for digitization and dissemination of patent collections 
needs to be provided to those offices who have requested it.  Modern IT tools 
and methods create opportunities to improve the sharing of status information, 
including search and examination results, for patent applications accessible via 
PATENTSCOPE®. 
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OBJECTIVE Enhanced availability, to the broadest possible audience, of the 
technological, business and legal information that is disclosed through 
the use of the PCT and national patent systems; and improved patent 
services internationally 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Enhanced availability and use 
of PCT and national patent 
data disclosed in the patent 
system 

− Use of the PATENTSCOPE® 
Search facility by users in 
offices, industry and the general 
public 

− 50% increase in the number of 
direct subscribers to the 
PATENTSCOPE® Data Services 
for high-volume data delivery 

− 90% of users express 
satisfaction with the offered 
services (customer surveys and 
feedback) 

− Availability of national patent 
collections for search in 
PATENTSCOPE®.  At least 5 
collections online in 2009 

− Cooperation projects with IP 
offices for digitization and 
dissemination of national patent 
collections 

Enhanced sharing of 
information between IP Offices 
of search and examination 
reports delivered in respect of 
particular patent applications 

Number of Offices whose search 
and examination reports are made 
available on a centralized web site. 

Increased understanding of the 
value of patent information, 
particularly in developing 
countries and by SMEs 
(Development Agenda 
recommendations 30 and 31) 

Guides and training materials on the 
use of patent information are 
actively used in patent information 
centers. 

Cheaper and easier exchange 
of priority documents for the 
purposes of the Paris 
Convention for applicants and 
IP Offices   

The priority document service is 
used in processing patent 
applications at patent Offices 
worldwide. 
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PERFORMANCE INDICATORS EXPECTED RESULTS AND TARGETS 

Access to specialized 
databases of scientific and 
technical literature, including 
commercial patent databases 
(Development Agenda 
recommendation 8) 

A program is initiated to negotiate 
access to specialized databases for 
users in LDCs and other developing 
countries. 

 
STRATEGIES In order to increase the reliability and functionality of the PATENTSCOPE® search 

engine, especially in the area of language tools, and to be able to process 
larger volumes of data, the search engine technology will be upgraded.  In 
addition, the breadth and depth of the information available via PATENTSCOPE® 
will be increased, in particular by integrating more information and documents 
relating to the national search and examination of patent applications and 
subsequent status information.  OCR technology will be used to enable full-text 
search of PCT and national patent collections. 

To increase the availability of the information disclosed via the patent system, 
WIPO will provide direct technical assistance to IP offices in developing 
countries to assist them with digitization and dissemination of patent data from 
local patent collections.   

To improve conformity with WIPO standards and to enhance the electronic 
processing of published PCT applications by users, the PCT electronic 
publication products will be upgraded, and the electronic delivery of documents 
and data to offices, industry and the private sector will be improved. 

To better demonstrate the value and usefulness of patent information to users 
worldwide, patent landscapes and similar publications for selected technologies 
will be developed. In addition, specific patent information products, such as 
guides and tutorials highlighting the different uses of patent data, its sources 
and value for different types of analysis and decision-making, will be developed 
in cooperation with Member States making use of existing best-practices.  
Training and advisory services will be provided to Member States to enable 
them to make optimal use of available patent information resources and to offer 
value-added services, such as patent information centers, to local industry. 

With a view to developing specific proposals for improved services, issues 
relating to the accessibility of prior art databases will be examined to better 
address the needs of offices, industry and users.  This will include a review of 
WIPO’s existing services relating to prior art and PCT minimum documentation, 
especially the Journal of Patent Associated Literature (JOPAL). 

To increase capacity of IP offices in developing countries and to improve 
access to knowledge in those countries, WIPO will initiate a project to provide 
access to specialized and commercial databases, including databases of 
technical literature and patents, to offices and to qualified institutions in 
developing countries. 

The establishment of a digital access service for priority documents was 
approved in October 2006 by the Paris Union Assembly, the PLT Assembly and 
the PCT Union Assembly, and will respond to an Agreed Statement by the 
Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption of the PLT.  In accordance with the 
recommendations of the Working Group on the Digital Access Service for 
Priority Documents, the service will be made available to offices during the 
2008/2009 biennium. 
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PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate closely with Program 5 (to utilize data generated by 
the PCT System and to coordinate business processes and systems, in 
particular in the area of PCT publication), Program 8 (for Development Agenda 
coordination) and Program 25 (to ensure efficient use of IT resources and 
appropriate technologies),. 

DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations: 8, 12, 19, 30 and 31. 

RESOURCES* 
 

  Program 14
PATENTSCOPE® and Associated Patent Services 

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 2,333              4,282              1,950          83.6            
Short-term Employees --                    8                    8                 --                 
Consultants --                    156                156             --                 
Special Service Agreements --                    65                  65               --                 
Interns --                    --                 --                 
Total, A 2,333              4,511              2,179          93.4            

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 320                410                90               28.1            
Third-party Travel --                    80                  80               --                 
Fellowships --                    --                    --                 --                 

Contractual Services
Conferences 60                  60                  --                 --                 
Experts' Honoraria --                    --                    --                 --                 
Publishing --                    75                  75               --                 
Other 740                1,668              928             125.3          

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance 20                  20                  --                 --                 
Communication & Other 20                  18                  (2)                (10.0)           

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment 20                  18                  (2)                (10.0)           
Supplies & Materials 20                  18                  (2)                (10.0)           
Total, B 1,200              2,367              1,167          97.2            

TOTAL 3,533              6,878              3,345          94.7            

Difference

 
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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• Program 15: IP Office Modernization 
 
CHALLENGES The potential recipients of business modernization assistance are IP 

institutions, in particular IP offices (IPOs) and collective management 
organizations (CMOs), from developing countries, least developed countries 
and countries in economic transition, across all regions.   

 
A broad range of services are provided under this Program to assist national IP 
institutions to benefit from modern tools, systems and best practices.  These 
services include needs assessment, technical guidance, streamlining of 
business procedures, customized automation solutions, establishment of IP 
databases, digitization, upgrading of technical infrastructure, e-communication 
with WIPO databases and Treaties, training and knowledge transfer, and 
automation system support.  The actual services provided to any specific 
institution are based on its request, priorities and assessed requirements. 

 
Automation is one of the top priorities for many developing countries and LDCs.  
As a result, there has been a significant increase in the requests for 
modernization assistance from national IP institutions as many of them still have 
paper-based manual procedures, with little or no automation, and are thus 
finding it difficult to cope with the growing workload, long dependency times and 
demands from IP stakeholders for faster, efficient and quality processing. 

 
The growing demand and expectations from countries, and the wide diversity in 
their levels of development, capacity, resources, skills and infrastructure, pose 
challenges for this Program, which are: delivering consistent, appropriate and 
quality services; building sufficient capacity to sustain the benefits of 
modernization; developing better evaluation mechanisms; and, adapting 
services and systems to evolving business requirements and emerging 
technologies. 
 
Experience and evaluation results have shown that even with the same level of 
assistance provided by WIPO, the level of benefit derived varies from one 
recipient institution to another.  This is due to the several challenges faced by 
the institutions themselves in realizing the full potential of the assistance 
provided by WIPO.  These challenges include: availability of resources for 
digitizing relatively large volumes of paper records into IP databases; 
insufficient technical infrastructure to support automation; transition from 
manual to automated procedures; availability of national counterparts to benefit 
from training and knowledge transfer; turnover of trained staff; and adequate 
resources to sustain the benefits from automation.   The challenges faced after 
the assistance is provided are, therefore, as critical, if not more so, than the 
implementation process itself, as they impact directly on the level of success 
achieved. 
 
Therefore, in addition to responding to the increased number of new requests 
for assistance expected during the 2008-2009 biennium, ongoing assistance 
needs to be provided to the several IP institutions that are in different stages of 
implementation to realize the full benefits of modernization. 
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OBJECTIVE Enhanced efficiency of IP registration activities and improved services 
provided by IP institutions to their stakeholders through use of modern 
tools, systems and best practices; and facilitating their participation in the 
international IP system 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Modernized business procedures of 
IP institutions 

Forty-four IP Offices (14 new ones 
and 30 ongoing) with: 

− availability of national IP 
databases (e.g. trademarks, 
patents, industrial designs) 
through capture of paper 
records 

− reduced backlog of IP 
applications 

− faster processing of IP 
applications  

 
Twenty CMOs (12 new ones and 8 
ongoing) with: 

− availability of national databases 
(e.g. musical works, authors, 
etc.) through capture of paper 
documentation 

− reduced backlog of work 

IP Offices equipped for electronic 
communication with WIPO Treaties 

− Time and cost savings for 15 
IPOs for processing Madrid 
applications through direct 
electronic communication with 
WIPO systems 

− Patent information from IPOs 
linked to the WIPO 
PATENTSCOPE®  website (actual 
number will depend on the 
availability and quality of the 
information from IPOs) 

 
STRATEGIES It is expected that at the end of the 2008/09 biennium, a total of 64 IPOs and 

20 CMOs will have been provided with business modernization assistance 
covering some or all of the services listed above.  This includes assistance to 
new institutions, as well as ongoing assistance to others to further maximize the 
benefits of automation for them.  In addition, relevant proposals of the 
Development Agenda will be implemented as concerns Program 15.  

 
 As modernization is an ongoing process, the overall strategy is based on a long 

term view rather than a one-time effort.  A key element of the strategy is the 
customization of the services provided to the specific national needs and 
priorities.  Another key element is the application of mature standard products, 
services, solutions and best practices that have been tested and proven and 
which will continue to be enhanced and improved in future.  The Program will 
continue to adapt the scope, level, frequency and duration of assistance it 
provides based on the assessment of the receiving institution’s profile.  In order 
to enhance sustainability and increase self-reliance, emphasis will be given to 
ongoing capacity building and knowledge transfer as well as to the utilization of 
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local expertise and procurement from local markets.  The presence of WIPO 
experts in the different geographical regions has proven to be highly efficient in 
providing timely and cost-effective services.  The regional presence of the 
Program will therefore continue to be consolidated.  The institutional knowledge 
and experience of other relevant organizations that have successfully achieved 
automation will continue to be drawn upon.  WIPO will continue to leverage its 
collective experience from all regions as well as the experience of the trained 
automation of national counterparts from assisted institutions. 

 
 Special emphasis will be given in 2008/09 to post-deployment activities relating 

to capacity building, transfer of knowledge, value-added services and sharing of 
experiences through regional and inter-regional workshops.  The “Train the 
Trainer” approach will continue to be used to further multiply the impact of 
training to a larger group of people in institutions and in regions. 

 
 Post-deployment evaluations have proved valuable in adapting and refining the 

program strategy and approach to improve service delivery.  The evaluation 
mechanisms will therefore continue to be an integral part of the assistance and 
will be further strengthened using international standards and best practices. 

 
 As the quality of the modernization assistance provided is linked to the quality of 

the automation tools and products used, WIPO will continue to invest in their 
ongoing improvement by adding new functionalities including electronic data 
exchange with WIPO, e-communication with Treaties (Madrid and PCT) and by 
making the systems more reliable and easy to support. 

 
 The Program will collaborate closely with relevant regional and national IP 

organizations to enhance its effectiveness, in particular, the European Patent 
Office (EPO), African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO), 
l’Organisation Africaine de la Propriété Intellectuelle (OAPI), the Eurasian 
Patent Organization (EAPO), Japan Patent Office (JPO), the Korean Intellectual 
Property Office (KIPO) and IP Australia.  Collaboration with other partners will 
be explored. 

 
PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate closely with Programs 3, 9 and 10 (for the 

coordination of activities at the national level), Programs 5 and 14 (for 
PATENTSCOPE®  and receiving office procedures), Program 6 (for electronic 
exchange procedures for Madrid, Lisbon and Hague Registration Systems), 
Programs 12 and 13 (for international patent, trademarks and industrial designs 
classifications) Program 8 (Development Agenda Coordination) and Program 25 
(for WIPO IT standards and interface with WIPO IT systems). 

DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations:  10 and 11. 
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RESOURCES* 
 

  Program 15
IP Office Modernization

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 2,664              3,133              469             17.6            
Short-term Employees 172                191                19               11.2            
Consultants --                    --                    --                 --                 
Special Service Agreements --                    --                    --                 --                 
Interns --                    --                 --                 
Total, A 2,836              3,324              488             17.2            

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 340                362                22               6.5              
Third-party Travel 90                  91                  0                 0.4              
Fellowships 12                  --                    (12)              (100.0)         

Contractual Services
Conferences 1                    2                    1                 83.7            
Experts' Honoraria 259                113                (146)            (56.6)           
Publishing --                    --                    --                 --                 
Other 1,043              1,364              320             30.7            

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance 15                  --                    (15)              (100.0)         
Communication & Other 17                  28                  11               64.1            

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment 131                121                (10)              (7.7)             
Supplies & Materials 51                  31                  (20)              (39.3)           
Total, B 1,959              2,110              151             7.7              

TOTAL 4,795              5,435              639             13.3            

Difference

 
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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Strategic Goal V: World Reference Source for IP Information and Analysis 
 
 

Summary of Strategic Goal V 
 
 

• Program 16: Economic Studies, Statistics and Analysis 
 
 
 
Strategic Goal V gives new impetus to an important area of WIPO’s work: WIPO is already the 
repository – and generator - of outstanding collections of statistical, legal and technical IP information. 
In addition, there is strong demand, notably in the context of the Development Agenda, for the 
Organization to provide empirical economic analysis and impact studies for use by policy makers. The 
value of all this information and research, however, depends on ensuring not only that it is accurate, 
timely and focused on stakeholder needs, but also that it is freely and universally accessible. WIPO 
has a unique potential to develop a portal to the world’s most comprehensive collection of IP 
information resources, thus making a significant contribution to the sharing of knowledge. Under this 
strategic goal, which covers both the production and sharing of information, WIPO would strive to 
realize that potential. 
 
Initially, one new embryonic program is listed under this Strategic Goal, with most staff resources 
reallocated from other programs. A Chief Economist will be recruited to lead and develop the work of 
the program in 2009.  In parallel, activities conducted under many other programs contribute directly to 
this Strategic Goal, These include the development of the WIPO website and information products 
under Communications (Program 19), the databases of treaties and laws under Executive 
Management (Program 21), the databases of international registrations and filings under the PCT, 
Madrid, Hague, Lisbon and Article 6ter systems (Programs 6 and 14), domain name dispute 
databases (Program 7), a database of biodiversity-related access and benefit-sharing agreements 
(Program 4). 
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Strategic Goal V: World Reference Source for IP Information and Analysis 
 
• Program 16: Economic Studies, Statistics and Analysis 
CHALLENGES This Program addresses the demand for high quality empirical information and 

analysis for policy makers and will deliver several of the adopted 
recommendations of the Development Agenda in the area of economic studies 
and analysis. 

In the 2006/2007 biennium, and during 2008, significant progress has also been 
made on collection and publication of industrial property statistics.  WIPO has 
improved its statistical data collection mechanisms, established a statistical 
database, published regular statistical updates on the Internet and published 
annual statistical reviews on the PCT system and patents.  The WIPO Patent 
Report, the third edition of which was published in 2008, is now a recognized 
reference for information about the evolution of the patent system worldwide. 

Several recommendations of the WIPO Development Agenda, particularly 
Cluster D, relate to the need for economic assessment, evaluation and impact 
studies.  To implement those recommendations, a systematic and structured 
approach is needed, combining work which has already been conducted at 
WIPO and elsewhere with a new approach to developing methodologies for 
evaluation and measurement of the impact of the IP system, particularly in 
developing countries. 

The database of IP statistics will need to be extended to include the detailed 
data that will enable more granular analysis of IP and technology trends.  High-
quality data sets would need to be established that break down data by 
technology classifications, industry, country/region and enable estimations of IP 
lifecycles and value.  Not all of the required information is currently available in 
IP offices and, hence, statistical databases will need to be combined with data 
from other sources.  A program of impact studies and economic analyses needs 
to be initiated in order to inform policy debates regarding the role of IP in 
economic growth and development, the relationship between IP and other 
public policy issues, and policy issues regarding the functioning and efficiency 
of global IP systems. 
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OBJECTIVE Availability of high quality empirical information and analysis to inform 
policy makers on the economic impacts of the IP system, particularly with 
respect to developing countries 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Availability of high quality 
empirical information for policy 
makers 

− Preparation of the first World IP 
Report, covering all major fields 
of IP, with a target publication 
date of end 2009/early 2010  

− Availability of an initial set of 
methodological studies aimed at 
improving the analysis of the 
economic impact of the IP 
system worldwide 

Increased use of WIPO 
statistical publications 

− Feedback and citations on the 
publications 

− Publication of economic studies 
and analysis on specific policy 
issues related to the IP system, 
economic growth and 
development and/or public 
policy issues using WIPO 
statistical publications 

 

STRATEGIES To enhance the availability of a wide range of statistics, statistical methods and 
quality control of statistical data will be updated to enable the complete 
collection of statistical indicators in the WIPO Statistics Database to be 
published on the Internet.  The Database will also be further extended to 
encompass the full range of industrial property, including the detailed 
information necessary to support the needs of offices, researchers, industry, 
etc. Furthermore, regular and reliable statistical reports on the IP system will be 
published.  In 2009, the coverage of statistical publications will be extended to 
all major forms of IP. 

A new World IP Report will be created, building on the success of the World 
Patent Report.  The new report will eventually cover all fields of intellectual 
property, and will be enhanced to include more qualitative analysis and more 
indicators of development and effective utilization of the IP system worldwide. 

With a view to further enhance the annual reports, analyses will be conducted 
and standard methodologies developed so that country-level and technology-
level indicators can be included in the Report and in statistical indicators 
published on the Internet. 

PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate closely with Program 8 (Development Agenda 
Coordination), as well as with other programs related to substantive analysis of 
the IP system. It will also work closely with the Programs 4, 6, 7, 14 and 21 
regarding the relevant databases, and Program 19 (Communications). 

DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations:  34, 35, 37, 38 and 39. 
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RESOURCES* 
 

Program 16
Economic Studies, Statistics and Analysis

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9 Difference

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts --                   1,285             1,285          --                
Short-term Employees --                   --                   --                --                
Consultants --                   --                   --                --                
Special Service Agreements --                   --                   --                --                
Interns --                   --                --                
Total, A --                   1,285             1,285          --                

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions --                   45                  45               --                
Third-party Travel --                   --                   --                --                
Fellowships --                   --                   --                --                

Contractual Services
Conferences --                   100                100             --                
Experts' Honoraria --                   --                   --                --                
Publishing --                   53                  53               --                
Other --                   90                  90               --                

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance --                   --                   --                --                
Communication & Other --                   14                  14               --                

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment --                   --                   --                --                
Supplies & Materials --                   --                   --                --                
Total, B --                   301                301             --                

TOTAL --                   1,586             1,586          --                 
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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Strategic Goal VI: International Cooperation on Building Respect for IP 

 

Summary of Strategic Goal VI 

• Program 17: Building Respect for IP 
 
The respect for IP is a fundamental principle shared by all WIPO’s member governments.  This new 
Strategic Goal aims to enhance international cooperation on building respect for IP. This is a broad, 
cross-cutting goal, which is more inclusive than the narrower concept of enforcement. It calls for 
creating an enabling environment that promotes respect for IP in a sustainable manner.  In creating 
such an enabling environment, a balanced approach, focusing on international cooperation where 
WIPO can make a difference, will be adopted in the spirit of Development Agenda (45):  “To approach 
intellectual property enforcement in the context of broader societal interests and especially 
development-oriented concerns, with a view that “the protection and enforcement of intellectual 
property rights should contribute to the promotion of technological innovation and to the transfer and 
dissemination of technology, to the mutual advantage of producers and users of technological 
knowledge and in a manner conducive to social and economic welfare, and to a balance of rights and 
obligations”, in accordance with article 7 of the TRIPS Agreement.”   WIPO’s activities in support of 
this goal apply across all areas of its program of work, including identifying the elements of an 
enabling environment for building respect for IP, undertaking objective studies and independent 
assessments on the extent and costs of piracy and counterfeiting and their impact on social and 
economic welfare, capacity building, provision of training, awareness-raising and educational 
programs aimed at promoting respect for IP.  
 
 
Initially, only Program 17 (former Program 10 - IPR Enforcement) is listed directly under this goal in 
the revised framework. This Program is responsible for servicing the Advisory Committee on 
Enforcement, for providing legislative assistance in response to requests from Member States, and for 
capacity building for the judiciary and law enforcement officials. Many other programs, however, 
contribute directly to building respect for IP, including activities conducted under Programs 9 and 10 
by the regional Bureaus, under Program 4 (on traditional knowledge, traditional cultural expressions, 
and genetic resources), and under Program 19 (on awareness raising). 
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Strategic Goal VI: International Cooperation on Building Respect for IP 

• Program 17: Building Respect for IP 
CHALLENGES The need to put in place and continually improve mechanisms for the respect of 

intellectual property, including in the online environment, is at the heart of IP 
policy debates and initiatives in countries and regions around the globe.  Yet, in 
spite of the efforts at the international, regional and national levels, there has 
been a significant increase in counterfeiting and piracy activities in recent years.  

During the 2006/07 biennium, the WIPO Advisory Committee on Enforcement 
(ACE), which was established in 2002 as a forum for international review and 
debate on topical issues related to IP enforcement, held its third and fourth 
sessions. The next session of the ACE is scheduled to take place in 2009.  The 
expertise of WIPO, as an organization with a global perspective, was 
increasingly sought by Member States to integrate IP into national policies and 
programs designed to strengthen the enforcement infrastructure and 
institutions.  

WIPO has also become a key provider of training programs for law enforcement 
officials to enable them to deal with the increased demand for judicial processes 
from both civil and criminal perspectives.  In addition, WIPO has built, and 
enhanced, strategic partnerships with a number of intergovernmental 
organizations such as the World Customs Organization (WCO), Interpol, the 
World Health Organization (WHO), the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD), and the World Trade Organization (WTO).  In line 
with the mandate of the ACE to cooperate and coordinate with organizations 
and the private sector to combat counterfeiting and piracy and as such to help 
build respect for IP, WIPO has also worked with a number of relevant private 
sector organizations to achieve this goal.  This includes a partnership with the 
WCO, Interpol, and private sector organizations in the Global Congress on 
Counterfeiting and Piracy. 

This Program will need to address the  increasing requests by Member States 
for advice on the modernization of enforcement provisions in national 
legislation, the interrelation of IP and other related legislation, and the creation 
of an efficient enforcement infrastructure for implementation of all applicable 
provisions. 

In addition, there will be a continued need to facilitate informed international-
level policy debates on optimal measures to address challenges including 
identifying the elements of an enabling environment for building respect for IP, 
undertaking objective studies and independent assessments on the extent and 
costs of piracy and counterfeiting and their impact on social and economic 
welfare.  
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OBJECTIVE Strengthened capacity in Member States for the effective enforcement of 
IP rights in the interest of social and economic development and 
consumer protection, and informed policy discussions at the international 
level to support the creation of an enabling environment that promotes 
respect for IP in a sustainable manner 

 

EXPECTED RESULT(S) PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

 

Support in the formulation and 
implementation of national, sub-
regional or regional strategies and 
systems to promote respect for IP, 
which reflect the balance of rights 
and obligations in accordance with 
Article 7 of the TRIPs Agreement 
and WIPO Development Agenda 
recommendation 45 

− Formulation of strategies to 
build respect for IP in three 
Member States/sub-regions, 
involving the various 
stakeholders 

− New or updated legislative 
framework for effective IP 
enforcement in four Member 
States 

Enhanced international 
cooperation to help develop an 
enabling environment to build 
respect for IP 

Number of examples of 
international cooperation, technical 
assistance and capacity building 
activities done with Member States 
and intergovernmental 
organizations which support the 
development of an enabling 
environment to build respect for IP 
in line with the WIPO Development 
Agenda 

 

Constructive and balanced 
international policy dialogue  

− Identification of issues of 
common global concern in the  
field of IP enforcement in the 
ACE resulting in commonly 
agreed conclusions by the 
Chair 

− Strengthened strategic 
partnerships through new joint 
activities, including special 
projects, with other IGOs and 
NGOs 

Enhanced capacity of the judiciary 
and law enforcement officials in 
handling enforcement matters 

− More efficient enforcement 
actions in four Member States 
by the judiciary, customs and 
police officials 

− Improved right holder 
participation in the enforcement 
process in six Member States 
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EXPECTED RESULT(S) PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

 

Integration of IP issues in 
enforcement related activities of 
partner Organizations 

Reflection of two substantive 
contributions provided by WIPO to 
relevant initiatives of IGOs or NGOs 

 

STRATEGIES Under the Program, tailored advice for the modernization and streamlining of IP 
enforcement systems will be provided to Member States on request.  This will 
take due account of existing national, regional and international legal 
frameworks and reflect the specific needs and concerns of Member States and 
will be conducted according to the principles enshrined in Development Agenda 
Recommendation 45.  Where required, advice would address coherent 
enforcement mechanisms for several countries of a region or sub-region in 
cooperation with regional or sub-regional organizations.  National and regional 
consultations, pilot programs, legal and technical cooperation activities and 
awareness raising meetings will be held with a focus on the development and 
enhanced use of updated and efficient IP enforcement mechanisms.  When 
requested, substantive advice will be provided in the framework of special 
projects to assist Member States or partner organizations in streamlining their 
efforts related to IP enforcement. 

In line with renewed Member State support for the ACE as a forum of choice for 
enhanced enforcement policy dialogue, continued meetings of the ACE will be 
convened.  This dialogue will be supported with detailed information and legal 
analysis, based on the experience of different countries and regions. An 
objective will be to facilitate a comprehensive understanding on enforcement 
issues to identify the elements of an enabling environment for building respect 
for IP. Information sharing will be facilitated through the development of WIPO 
publications and enforcement newsletters, and by disseminating information 
through the enforcement website on emerging trends, jurisprudence and 
developments in this field. 

There will be enhanced cooperation with organizations having an expertise in 
specific areas relating to IP enforcement, such as the WCO, WTO, WHO and 
Interpol.  This will include regular information exchange and meetings, 
substantive contributions to the applicable activities initiated by these partner 
organizations, and joint events.  There will be active involvement in defining the 
further directions of the Global Congress on Combating Counterfeiting and 
Piracy.   

In addition, Member States will be assisted in increasing the capacity of 
decision-makers, the judiciary and law enforcement officials in effectively 
dealing with IP enforcement matters taking full account of the balance of rights 
and obligations in accordance with Article 7 of the TRIPS Agreement.  The 
development of judicial capacities to deal with the effective adjudication of IP 
disputes will be facilitated and supported, including through the preparation of 
case law compilations as reference material for the judiciary and the preparation 
of legal analysis and studies in the area of IP enforcement.  Structured 
information and training programs for judicial authorities and law enforcement 
officials such as prosecutors, customs and police officials will be offered.  In this 
context, cooperation with other organizations will be further increased. 

PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate closely with Programs 4, 8, 9 and 10 (for 
coordination of activities at the national level), Program 11 (for contributing 
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expert input to Academy training courses), Program 7 (in relation to 
enforcement frameworks to which arbitration and mediation may constitute 
alternatives) and Program 19 (on awareness raising materials). 

 
DEVELOPMENT  
AGENDA LINKS   This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations:  45. 
 

RESOURCES* 
 

  Program 17
Building Respect for IP

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9 Difference

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 2,150              1,544              (606)            (28.2)           
Short-term Employees --                    --                    --                 --                 
Consultants 293                542                249             85.0            
Special Service Agreements --                    (78)                 (78)              --                 
Interns 8                    8                 --                 
Total, A 2,443              2,016              (426)            (17.5)           

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 147                132                (15)              (10.0)           
Third-party Travel 495                550                55               11.1            
Fellowships --                    --                    --                 --                 

Contractual Services
Conferences 110                110                --                 --                 
Experts' Honoraria 98                  88                  (10)              (10.0)           
Publishing --                    --                    --                 --                 
Other --                    --                    --                 --                 

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance --                    --                    --                 --                 
Communication & Other 23                  21                  (2)                (10.0)           

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment --                    --                    --                 --                 
Supplies & Materials 5                    5                    (1)                (10.0)           
Total, B 878                906                28               3.2              

TOTAL 3,321              2,922              (399)            (12.0)            
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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Strategic Goal VII: Addressing IP in Relation to Global Policy Issues 

 

Summary of Strategic Goal VII 

 

• Program 18   IP and Global Challenges 
 
 
 
This new Strategic Goal reflects the determination to re-establish WIPO’s position as the leading 
intergovernmental forum for addressing the intersection between intellectual property and global public 
policy issues. It implies proactive and substantive engagement with other UN and intergovernmental 
organizations in order to contribute to the shared search for solutions to the major challenges facing 
humanity, including challenges relating to climate change, food security, public health, the protection 
of biodiversity, and to meeting the Millennium Development Goals.  The most immediate impact of 
many of these global problems is borne by Developing and Least Developed Countries, and the 
programs developed under this Strategic Goal will be closely involved in the realization of a number of 
Development Agenda objectives.  
 
A new Director will be recruited in 2009 to lead and develop Program 18, with other staff and financial 
resources reallocated to support it. Building on the work undertaken by former Program 5 (Life 
Sciences), the objectives of the Program will be to lead public policy debate and initiatives on IP and 
global challenges; to inform policy deliberations; to facilitate access to, and use of, information; and to 
enhance the capacity of WIPO Member States to assess and exercise policy, legal and practical 
options, concerning IP and global issues. It will work closely with a number of other programs; in 
particular those related to WIPO’s development objectives, and with the external relations Program 
(20).   
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Strategic Goal VII: Addressing IP in Relation to Global Policy Issues 

• Program 18   IP and Global Challenges 
CHALLENGES Intellectual property has moved to the centre of a host of international public 

policy debates in fields of crucial importance for humanity.  The impact, positive 
and negative, of the intellectual property system, and the current use and 
untapped potential to deliver much needed solutions, have been extensively 
debated and explored in policy debates relating to public health, biodiversity, 
climate change, food security, other areas of environmental protection such as 
combating desertification, bioethics and new developments in the life sciences.  
These fundamentally important debates are now moving into a sophisticated 
level of policy and legal analysis.  This spurs demand among international 
policymakers for more nuanced and empirically solid information, and a more 
active role for WIPO as an actor and dialogue partner, as a source of technically 
sound analysis, and as a policy forum in its own right. 

 The program, building on an established track record of policy analysis in 
relation to public health, plant genetic resources, biodiversity and environmental 
issues, is now refocused and strengthened as a new Program on IP and Global 
Challenges.  This initiative will give WIPO a consolidated basis for a stronger 
role on many of today’s critical public policy issues involving intellectual 
property.  The global challenges addressed under this Program touch upon the 
search for solutions to fundamental human and social needs such as health, 
food, a safe environment and access to knowledge and bridging the digital 
divide.   Their importance for society is increasing at the same time as public 
scrutiny and debate intensifies over how to achieve the necessary policy 
settings and the balance between public and private interests, and between IP 
law and other domains of public international law.  Within the international 
system, WIPO has a unique and central contribution to make. 

 The Program will address current challenges such as: 

– questions of how IP can achieve public welfare outcomes and promote 
innovation, equitable access, and effective transfer of key technologies, 
especially regarding climate change, neglected diseases and the needs 
of resource-poor farmers in developing countries;   

– policy questions posed by public investment in research in health, 
agriculture and environmentally friendly technology as to how to use IP 
appropriately to deliver equitable welfare dividends from this investment;   

– specific issues as to how general patentability criteria can still promote 
the public interest when applied to sensitive technologies, and the 
linkages between patent law and areas of public policy and regulation, 
such as  environment, pharmaceuticals and genetic resources policy;  
and the scope for policymakers to promote public interest outcomes;   

– proposals for alternative innovation structures tailored to public interest 
outcomes, such as collaborative innovation, public private partnerships 
for pharmaceutical development, commons-based peer production in 
agricultural biotechnology and green patent commons and pooling 
initiatives;   

– the gap between the bulk of raw patent data and the needs of 
policymakers for accessible and sound information in sectors of 
technology of most concern to public policy;  and 

– the high tempo of innovation and technology diffusion which calls for 
(i) systematic monitoring of IP developments;  (ii) objective information on 
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patenting patterns;  and (iii) an open, inclusive and informed debate on 
the IP system’s possibilities and limitations in achieving and fostering 
public interest outcomes.  Policymakers have called for WIPO to apply its 
expertise to make factual, technical contributions to public policy in this 
field, stressing though that WIPO’s input should remain neutral and 
objective. 

 For instance, improving access to medical technology is a global challenge.  
WIPO can assist in identifying IP options specific for health care technologies 
and improving the quality and scope of value-added patent information 
resources.  WIPO Member States seek to ensure that IP systems address 
public expectations and concerns regarding advances in the life sciences.  
There is a widely acknowledged need for enhanced dialogue and enhanced 
policymaking expertise in these testing policy domains, built on accessible, 
factual and technically sound policy resources, themselves built up through 
dialogue and cooperation.   

As a specialized agency within the UN system, able to provide focused IP-
related expertise in a manner that is sensitive to the policy context, WIPO can 
shed light on the landscape of IP for policymakers and can illuminate policy and 
legal possibilities, while respecting the distinct policy expertise and competence 
of other specialized agencies.  As the emergence of wide-ranging, technically 
complex debates represents a common challenge, policymakers would then 
have a richer factual basis from which to address current policy issues, and 
partner organizations would have a strengthened capacity to achieve their 
mandated objectives.  Equally, WIPO would perform its expected and 
necessary role as the principal policy forum and source of expertise on IP 
issues within the UN family. 
 

OBJECTIVE To lead public policy initiatives on IP and global challenges, and support 
policy deliberations, access to and use of information, and enhanced 
capacity of WIPO Member States to assess and exercise policy, legal and 
practical options, concerning IP and global issues 

  

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Recognition of WIPO’s role in 
international policy, and 
increased capacity of 
policymakers to monitor 
developments in IP and global 
issues, to review the implications 
of policy options, and to assess 
the policy interests and 
perspectives concerned  

− Use of WIPO inputs in 
international and national 
processes. 
Target: 8 processes 

− Feedback and report impact 
from policy forums that WIPO 
convenes or contributes to. 

− Requests for WIPO inputs from 
Member States, IGOs and other 
organizations. 
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PERFORMANCE INDICATORS EXPECTED RESULTS AND TARGETS 

Enhanced interactive exchange 
between governments, 
international organizations, civil 
society actors, and the private 
sector. 

− Requests for WIPO 
participation in policy forums. 

− Feedback and reported impact 
from policy forums WIPO 
convenes  

− Range and diversity of policy 
dialogue partners, and reported 
impact of enhanced dialogue 
 

Target:  enhanced cooperation with 
4 existing partners, and cooperation 
with 4 new partners.  6 policy 
forums convened by WIPO. 

Practical availability of new 
patent analysis tools and studies 
and patent information resources 
regarding IP and global 
challenges 

− Number and scope of new 
policy tools and studies, and 
patent information analyses and 
data tools 

− Feedback from users and 
partners on the quality and 
relevance of tools developed  

Target:  6 new outputs 

Enhanced capacity of Member 
States and partner IGOs to make 
informed decisions regarding 
practical options for use of 
patented technology in fields 
most relevant to global policy 
challenges 

− Requests for patent information 
products  

− Feedback from users of 
products  

Target: Requests for 6 new 
products  

 

STRATEGIES Moving beyond an initial focus on the life sciences, and increasingly focused on 
broader issues such as the environment, this Program has already undertaken 
extensive groundwork for a systematic, factual and neutral approach to 
engaging with IP aspects of the public policy concerns surrounding these areas 
of public policy.  Working in close coordination with Program 4, this Program 
has convened policy symposia, issues papers and new patent information tools 
to support policymakers.  This work has led to valuable cooperation with the 
World Health Organization, UNESCO, the Food and Agricultural Organization, 
the World Trade Organization and other program partners.  The strategy is first 
to listen to and learn from existing policy processes in other forums, and to 
consult widely; second to develop draft issues papers, case studies, briefings 
and patent landscapes that respond to the emerging needs for information; and 
third to present these materials in a series of policy symposia and other joint 
exercises convened in dialogue with other policy partners. 

The Program will build on this firm groundwork already laid, and will undertake 
substantive analysis of the intellectual property-related aspects of the major 
global policy challenges facing the international community, in the areas of 
climate change, food security, public health and biodiversity and will identify 
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emerging issues.  The Program will identify options to enhance WIPO’s 
contribution to addressing such challenges, within the framework of collective 
action and in close coordination with other United Nations and 
intergovernmental organizations, and will facilitate and lead constructive debate 
between governmental, NGO and industry actors; and it will provide expert input 
to discussions and other policy processes in international fora. 

The key strategy of this Program will remain centered on the use of factual 
information, comprehensive surveys of actual patterns of activity, actual policy 
choices and different innovation structures, and technically sound analyses of 
policy options.  While representing a pronounced shift towards a more active 
and central role in the international policy space, program activities will continue 
to be fundamentally demand-driven, responding to Member State requests and 
the invitations of other international organizations, particularly those within the 
UN system.  The Program will concentrate on those aspects of IP and related 
regulation that are most involved in the specific global policy challenges 
identified.  In doing so, the Program will consolidate and present to a broader 
policy audience past years of groundwork in the form of issues papers and 
background studies, to provide more effective and sustained support for 
national and international policy processes, founded on the collation of factual, 
comprehensive and objective information.  The Program will develop new 
analytical tools and initiatives, including patent landscapes and reviews of 
patenting trends, in distinct policy domains, notably biomedical innovation, 
agricultural biotechnology and plant genetic resources, and environmentally 
friendly technology, notably technologies relevant to climate change adaptation 
and mitigation.  

This Program will continue to provide the substantive, technical or expert 
element of WIPO cooperation with other international organizations and 
agencies dealing with life sciences issues, such as CBD, FAO, UNAIDS, 
UNCTAD, ICGEB, UNEP, UNESCO, WHO and the WTO, and will continue to 
provide the input that those bodies request from WIPO.  The Program will 
contribute, as appropriate, to international processes such as the WHO 
Intergovernmental Working Group on Public Health, Innovation and Intellectual 
Property and the UN Inter-Agency Committee on Bioethics.  It will support the 
international discussion with policy information material on selected IP issues 
related to life sciences addressing subjects of particular concern to Member 
States, other international organizations, the private sector and civil society.  A 
series of colloquia, workshops, presentations and policy forums will help to 
identify and clarify the IP dimension in these global policy challenges and 
underline WIPO’s role in providing information that informs and facilitates global 
policy processes. 

PROGRAM LINKS This Program will be implemented in close coordination with Program 1 
(Patents, Innovation Promotion and Technology Transfer), Program 3 
(Copyright and Related Rights), Program 4 (Traditional Knowledge, Traditional 
Cultural Expressions and Genetic Resources), Program 14 (PATENTSCOPE® and 
Associated Patent Services) and Program 20 (External Offices and Relations),  

DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS   This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations:  12, 24, 34, 36 and 40. 
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RESOURCES* 
 

  Program 18
IP and Global Challenges

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9 Difference

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 420                852                433             103.1          
Short-term Employees --                    --                    --                 --                 
Consultants --                    137                137             --                 
Special Service Agreements --                    --                    --                 --                 
Interns --                    --                 --                 
Total, A 420                989                570             135.8          

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 92                  101                9                 9.6              
Third-party Travel 50                  100                50               100.0          
Fellowships --                    --                    --                 --                 

Contractual Services
Conferences --                    20                  20               --                 
Experts' Honoraria 80                  180                100             125.0          
Publishing 30                  50                  20               66.7            
Other --                    --                    --                 --                 

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance --                    --                    --                 --                 
Communication & Other 4                    8                    4                 102.5          

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment --                    --                    --                 --                 
Supplies & Materials 4                    7                    3                 80.0            
Total, B 260                466                206             79.3            

TOTAL 680                1,455              776             114.1           
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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STRATEGIC GOAL VIII: A Responsive Communications Interface between 
WIPO, its Member States and all Stakeholders 

 

Summary of Strategic Goal VIII 

 

• Program 19: Communications 
• Program 20: External Offices and Relations 
 
 
Strategic Goal VIII signals the high priority attached by the new WIPO administration to promoting 
effective communication at all levels and to developing a culture of customer service. WIPO’s 
customers are not only the users of its income-generating services, but are first and foremost the 
Member States, as well as other stakeholders to which the Organization provides wide ranging 
services including support to the Committees on normative activity, capacity-building services, 
information and technical services.  Trusted communication between the various stakeholders is a 
precondition to the effective functioning of the Organization. 
 
There are two Programs listed directly under this Strategic Goal.  However, the staff in every program 
across the Organization, starting with the Director General (Program 21), will share the responsibility 
for realizing the goals of responsive communication and customer service. 
 
The Communications area under Program 19 has been the starting point for the strategic realignment 
process, in order to begin putting in place structural and policy changes to improve external 
communication and customer service.  The Program is also central to WIPO’s work in promoting an IP 
culture, and in providing support to Member States, particularly developing countries and Least 
Developed Countries, with public awareness-raising tools, activities and materials. Program 20 
(External Offices and Relations), working closely with the new Program 18 (IP and Global Challenges), 
will continue to engage with other organizations of the UN system on intellectual property and on 
system-wide issues, as well as coordinating WIPO’s engagement with Civil Society and industry 
groups.  A process of rationalization of WIPO's external offices has begun, and in line with a 
refocusing of these offices, it is proposed that, following an invitation received from the Government of 
Brazil in October 2008 (accompanied by an offer to provide premises and infrastructure support at no 
cost to WIPO) a new office will be opened in Brazil in 2009.  Program 20 is also responsible for 
extrabudgetary resource mobilization and for the development of partnerships for technical assistance 
and capacity-building work, and as such will have a key role in delivery of Development Agenda 
objectives. 
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• Program 19: Communications 
CHALLENGES Demand for information on how to reap the benefits of the IP system continues 

to grow, particularly from developing and emerging economies and among 
innovators, creators, entrepreneurs, and users of the system.  This growing 
demand calls for a responsive communications interface between WIPO, its 
Member States, and all stakeholders.  It requires an increased customer and 
stakeholder orientation and a focus on trusted, two-way communication.  These 
efforts will help build confidence in WIPO as the leading provider of IP services 
and information. 

Challenges in the 2008/09 biennium include ensuring that this Program 
continues to make a concrete contribution to the Development Agenda objective 
of “promoting a, inter alia, development-oriented intellectual property culture, 
with an emphasis on introducing intellectual property at different academic 
levels and on generating greater public awareness on intellectual property” 
(recommendation  3).  Efforts in this area include close cooperation with 
Member States in using WIPO’s information tools and in assisting in the 
creation of development-oriented, country-specific awareness-raising and 
educational materials.  The WIPO Awards program will also be streamlined in 
order to better assist in promoting the use of the IP system among inventors, 
creators, academia, and entrepreneurs, particularly in developing countries and 
LDCs.  The WIPO Library will provide IP information to students, academics, 
and the general public. Cultural and gender sensitive approaches will be used in 
all of these activities.  Mechanisms to measure the impact of such activities – 
via surveys, web-questionnaires, etc – need to be further developed throughout 
the biennium. 

 A new challenge for 2009 will be to develop a focus on customer service, 
beginning with an audit and analysis of the Organization’s key customer contact 
points, an assessment of best practices and benchmarking at similar 
organizations, and leading to the eventual development of a central point of 
entry for enquiries to WIPO and timely, coordinated and monitored response.  
Key throughout this development will be the establishment of baselines to 
measure performance, response rates, customer satisfaction, etc.   

Consistent and broad dissemination of information on the role of IP in creativity 
and innovation, on the workings of the IP system, and on WIPO’s activities and 
services remains a priority.  This will be conducted through the WIPO website, 
publications, film and multimedia products, and through productive relations 
with the news media.  The WIPO website is the Organization’s most cost-
effective means of disseminating information worldwide in order to contribute to 
knowledge sharing objectives.  Further development of the website to serve 
these ends remains, therefore, an on-going challenge.  New and increasingly 
sophisticated information products focusing on specific issues – or for specific 
target audiences – will be required, using a variety of communications tools.  
Additional information products – as well as development and promotion of the 
WIPO brand – will further advance WIPO’s role and image as the leading 
provider of IP information and services, and will explain and promote the 
international IP system to existing and potential users.   
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OBJECTIVE Better understanding of IP issues and of WIPO’s role worldwide and 
greater service orientation within the Organization 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Broader understanding of the 
role of IP, and of WIPO and its 
activities, among policy makers 
and the general public 

− Core messages on the value of 
IP (via printed materials, 
multimedia products, and the 
WIPO website) are used by 
Member States in ten national 
public outreach activities 

− IP educational materials for 
young people are used by ten 
Member States in national 
school systems 

− Broadcast of two WIPO public 
information spots on at least 
two international networks and 
40 national networks in Member 
States 

− 10% increase in the number of 
Member States with outreach 
activities on World IP Day 

Improved customer focus 
throughout Organization 

− completed audit and 
assessment of existing WIPO 
service activities 

− completed benchmarking of 
customer service operations 
in relevant external 
organizations 

− short-term, transitional solution 
introduced for initial 
improvement in call center/help 
desk operations 

− Coordination of existing service 
operations with top-level enquiry 
center; creations of new 
"second-level" service providers 
in relevant sectors. 
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EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Higher global media profile for 
WIPO activities 

− At least 5%increase in world 
press articles which use 
information provided by WIPO. 

− At least 5% increase in the 
number of media contacts 
regularly reporting on WIPO 

− At least 5% increase in number 
of WIPO-generated articles in 
specialized business and 
academic publications 

Increased use of the WIPO 
Library’s information resources 

− 10% increase in the number of 
customers using the Library 
services (from 10/week in 2006) 

 

 

STRATEGIES Improving the Organization’s customer and stakeholder orientation will begin 
with an audit and assessment of WIPO’s current means of customer contacts, 
as well as extensive surveys of other organizations for best practices and 
benchmarking in the customer service area.  These efforts will aid in the 
development of a central point of enquiry for WIPO customers and 
stakeholders. 

To better inform the widening debate on IP and to further promote the 
Organization’s role as the primary source of IP information, innovative and more 
differentiated information products will be created to meet the needs of a wider 
audience.  In addition agreements with external publishers will be pursued to 
produce a range of publications on IP issues.  The Program will also work 
closely with other sectors to develop promotional campaigns and products for 
their services.  To further improve the quality control of WIPO publications and 
to ensure that these respond to established needs, the WIPO Editorial Board 
will be reintroduced to provide quality peer review of proposed publications. 

To further expand WIPO’s resources in the areas of outreach, partnerships with 
the private sector and external entities will continue to be developed.  More 
assistance to Member States in refining their outreach goals and strategies will 
also be provided. The production of WIPO film and multimedia products will 
continue to broaden the understanding of key IP issues and WIPO activities.  
These products will be provided to Member States, especially in developing 
countries and LDCs, as well to support their national IP outreach efforts. 

Topical and timely information will be created and disseminated to the press, 
NGOs, and other groups, using a broad range of communications media. Key 
among these will be the WIPO website.  The content, structure, and 
presentation of the website will be continuously enhanced, and its navigability 
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reviewed regularly.  An intensified media relations strategy will ensure a 
proactive, efficient and open dialogue with the media, and efforts in the area of 
public affairs will also be strengthened through the organization of visits, 
briefings and seminars at WIPO headquarters and the WIPO Information Center 
for various target groups. 

The WIPO Library will increase its presence in the IP community by promoting 
its services and by improving its presence on the WIPO web site.  Greater 
demand for information will be supported via an expanded Library collection of 
online and paper materials with a focus on up-to-date IP books and journals.   

To further increase on-line sales of WIPO information products and reduce 
distribution costs, a more efficient, automated sales and distribution system will 
be fully implemented.  Agreements with local publishers, particularly in 
developing countries, will be pursued to further expand distribution of WIPO 
information products. 

PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate closely with all substantive programs (to 
disseminate information on their activities) and especially with Program 25 (for 
further development of the WIPO website). 

DEVELOPMENT 

AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 
Development Agenda recommendations:  3 and 5. 
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RESOURCES* 
 

  Program 19
Communications

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9 Difference

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 8,405              8,649              244             2.9              
Short-term Employees 2,128              2,165              37               1.7              
Consultants 585                404                (181)            (30.9)           
Special Service Agreements 92                  90                  (2)                (2.0)             
Interns --                    26                  26               --                 
Total, A 11,209            11,335            125             1.1              

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 210                225                15               7.2              
Third-party Travel 21                  21                  0                 2                 
Fellowships --                    --                    --                 --                 

Contractual Services
Conferences 88                  88                  0                 0.5              
Experts' Honoraria --                    --                    --                 --                 
Publishing 460                244                (216)            (47.0)           
Other 199                238                39               19.5            

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance 11                  16                  5                 43.1            
Communication & Other 98                  88                  (10)              (9.9)             

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment 50                  70                  20               39.5            
Supplies & Materials 621                855                234             37.6            
Total, B 1,758              1,845              87               5.0              

TOTAL 12,967            13,179            212             1.6               
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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• Program 20: External Offices and Relations 
CHALLENGES The consolidation of the External Relations function in the 2006/07 biennium, 

enabled a more coherent and effective organizational approach to relations with 
the external community, including with other UN system organizations, inter-
governmental organizations, regional and sub-regional organizations, relevant 
government institutions, industry and civil society groups and associations.  To 
take advantage of external relation networks, this Program now also 
coordinates WIPO’s efforts to mobilize extrabudgetary resources and establish 
partnerships with both the public and private sector, in particular to support 
technical assistance and capacity-building activities.  

The main challenges which the Program will face in the 2008/09 biennium 
include taking advantage of the broad support for the work of the Organization 
to attract extrabudgetary support and develop partnerships for technical 
assistance and capacity-building, in order to implement Development Agenda 
recommendation 2: “Provide additional assistance to WIPO through donor 
funding, and establish Trust-in-Funds or other voluntary funds within WIPO 
specifically for LDCs, while continuing to accord high priority to finance activities 
in Africa through budgetary and extra-budgetary resources, to promote, inter 
alia, the legal, commercial, cultural, and economic exploitation of intellectual 
property in these countries.”   

Working closely with new Program 18, the Program will continue seek to ensure 
that the Organization is a fully engaged member of the UN system, contributing 
effectively to UN-wide reform initiatives, and liaising, as appropriate, with other 
organizations concerning system-wide issues.   

OBJECTIVE Enhanced and more effective engagement of WIPO with the external 
community 

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Deliberations pertaining to IP 
issues in other international fora, 
including the UN, take WIPO’s 
input into account 

8 documents and international 
meeting reports reflect WIPO’s 
input 

Greater understanding among 
industry groups and civil society 
of WIPO’s work and the 
developmental benefits of IP; and 
enhanced participation of civil 
society in WIPO activities in 
accordance with criteria 
regarding NGO acceptance and 
accreditation (Development 
Agenda recommendation 42) 

− 8 communications, reports 
and publications from 
governmental and non-
governmental organizations 
reflect a more informed view 
on IP 

− Increased number of NGOs 
participate as observers at 
WIPO and engage in joint 
activities 

− Increased number of joint 
activities with regional, sub-
regional  and national 
organizations 

− additional public and private 
sector partnerships 
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EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Increase in extrabudgetary 
resources available to WIPO to 
support its technical assistance 
and capacity-building work 
(Development Agenda 
recommendation 2) 

− Increase in extrabudgetary 
income to WIPO in 2008/09 
as compared with the 
extrabudgetary income 
reported in the 2006/07 
Financial Management Report 

− Increase in the WIPO donor 
base reflected in the number 
of new donors, Funds-in-Trust 
(FIT) Agreements and other 
such Agreements 

 

STRATEGIES The external offices and relations Program will continue to develop and manage 
networks of relationships with the external community.  This would ensure that 
WIPO is fully informed of relevant IP related developments, and there is a 
greater understanding and more informed debate on IP issues among external 
stakeholders.  To this end, networks of stakeholders will also be developed as 
well as partnership with the private sector as a whole. 

The Program will continue to strengthen cooperation with the UN system, 
intergovernmental organizations, the Bretton Woods Institutions and non-
governmental organizations in order to promote a better understanding of 
WIPO’s vision and objectives.  It will also work closely with other UN 
organizations and relevant UN bodies, on issues relating to UN system-wide 
management and reform.  Joint projects and activities with various stakeholders 
in support of the Organization’s objectives will be developed. 

The development of partnerships and resource mobilization in support of 
WIPO’s technical assistance and capacity-building activities will be facilitated 
including the possible convening of a WIPO Donor Conference in 2009, subject 
to the outcome of an initial phase of consultation meetings which will take place 
in Geneva in 2008 as decided by the WIPO General Assemblies in September 
2008.  (A budget provision is proposed within this Program to cover the 
potential costs of a Donor Conference should the outcome of the consultation 
process be positive.) 

The work of all external offices will be reviewed and refocused in line with the 
Strategic Goals and with a view to enhancing delivery of services and capacity 
building.  In this respect, a dialogue will be opened with the Member States in 
2009 concerning the role, function and desirable overall locations and 
resourcing of WIPO's external offices. 

An initial step in this rationalization process was the closure of the Washington 
Office.  Options for further possible closures are under consideration together 
with the possible opening of new offices.  In line with this refocusing of the 
external offices, it is proposed that, following an invitation received from the 
Government of Brazil in October 2008 (accompanied by an offer to provide 
premises and infrastructure support at no cost to WIPO) a new office will be 
opened in Brazil in 2009.  

PROGRAM LINKS Links with all WIPO Programs. 
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DEVELOPMENT 

AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 
Development Agenda recommendations: 2, 14, 30, 40 and 43. 

RESOURCES* 

 
  Program 20

External Offices and Relations
(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9 Difference

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 6,642              6,774              132             2.0              
Short-term Employees 580                421                (160)            (27.5)           
Consultants --                    --                    --                 --                 
Special Service Agreements 13                  --                    (13)              (100.0)         
Interns 44                  44               --                 
Total, A 7,235              7,238              3                 0.0              

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 474                532                58               12.2            
Third-party Travel 60                  32                  (28)              (47.0)           
Fellowships --                    --                    --                 --                 

Contractual Services
Conferences 5                    170                165             3,125.8       
Experts' Honoraria 17                  11                  (6)                (35.1)           
Publishing --                    30                  30               --                 
Other 165                112                (53)              (32.2)           

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance 839                674                (165)            (19.7)           
Communication & Other 631                762                131             20.8            

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment 20                  56                  36               177.4          
Supplies & Materials 18                  27                  9                 50.5            
Total, B 2,230              2,406              176             7.9              

TOTAL 9,465              9,644              179             1.9               
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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Strategic Goal IX:  An Efficient Administrative and Financial Support 
Structure to Enable WIPO to Deliver its Programs 

 
 

Summary of Strategic Goal IX 
 
 

• Program 21: Executive Management 
• Program 22: Finance, Budget and Program Management 
• Program 23: Human Resources Management and Development 
• Program 24: Administrative Support Services 
• Program 25: Information and Communication Technology 
• Program 26: Internal Oversight 
• Program 27: Conference and Language Services 
• Program 28: Security 
• Program 29: New Construction 
 
 
 
Strategic Goal IX aims to build an administrative, financial and management support infrastructure 
focused on enabling program delivery, with efficiency and transparency as guiding principles.   
 
Under the new Administration, the Program for Executive Management (21) will drive the process of 
cultural change and structural realignment to enable the Organization to fulfill its mandate effectively 
and efficiently.  The streamlining of the two former programs for Resource Management and Control 
and Financial Operations within a single program for Finance, Budget and Program Management (22), 
includes a new function aimed at supporting the development of a results based management 
framework.  This Program together with Program 23 (Human Resources Management and 
Development) will play a key role in supporting the Executive Management Program and delivering the 
strategic realignment process.  
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Strategic Goal IX: Efficient Administrative and Financial Support Structure to 
Enable WIPO to Deliver its Programs 

 
 
• Program 21: Executive Management 

CHALLENGES A primary focus of the Executive Management Program over the next few 
years, will be the delivery of organizational change, led by the Director General, 
through a comprehensive strategic realignment process. The aim is to ensure 
that WIPO's goals, structures, programs and resources are focused and 
streamlined in such a way as to enable the Organization to fulfill its mandate 
effectively within a rapidly evolving external environment. 

The challenges in this biennium are to:  ensure that the strategic realignment 
process is implemented successfully; ensure regular and high quality 
communications from the Director General to Member States, staff and other 
stakeholders; improve the process of strategic planning; strengthen 
mechanisms for obtaining inputs from different sectors of the Organization, and 
from stakeholders, in order to have a firm basis for adopting specific policy 
directions; formulate and implement appropriate policies, strategies and 
programs in accordance with the directives of the Member States and taking 
account of the diverse concerns of various stakeholders; monitor the 
implementation of policy decisions; ensure continued respect for the rules and 
procedures governing the activities of the Organization while maintaining 
respect for privileges, immunities and legal status of the Organization;  address 
increasing demands for legal inputs emanating from, inter alia, Assemblies 
related activities and contractual work linked to the implementation of the 
construction project; and the continued provision of effective and professional 
administrative, protocol and logistical support to the Director General. 

OBJECTIVE Clear policy direction and a well run Organization, to enable WIPO to fulfil 
its mandate, in accordance with Member States’ directives and the 
regulatory framework 

 

EXPECTED RESULT(S) PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Successful implementation of 
the initial phase of the strategic 
realignment process 

 

− Realignment of program 
structure reflected in the revised 
2008/09 Program and Budget; 
new programs established as 
approved by Member States 

− Quality of skills and 
competences brought in to 
provide direction at senior 
management level  

− Medium Term Strategic Plan 
approved by Member States 

− Realignment reflected in 
2010/11 Program and Budget 

 

Improved communications to 
Member States, senior 
management, staff and other 

− Effectiveness of  Senior 
Management Team Processes 
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EXPECTED RESULT(S) PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

stakeholders from the Office of 
the Director General − Feedback from staff and 

external stakeholders on quality 
of communications 

 

Timely quality advice and 
assistance to the Director 
General, Member States, 
WIPO’s internal sectors and 
divisions on a wide range of 
strategic issues related to the 
work of the Organization 

Feedback from the Director 
General, Member States and 
WIPO’s internal sectors and 
divisions on the appropriateness, 
timelines and effectiveness of the 
received advice 

Enhanced effectiveness of the 
Organization’s depository 
function of WIPO-administered 
treaties and agreements, 
including registration, 
certification and update of the 
treaties database 

Average processing time of 
notifications of adherence and other 
treaty actions maintained at four days 

Efficient protocol arrangements 
and administrative 
arrangements for the Director 
General 

Feedback indicating high level of 
satisfaction with arrangements 

 
STRATEGIES A major focus for this Program will be to lead the strategic realignment process 

in order to deliver the organizational change expected by Member States.  The 
aim is to ensure that WIPO's goals, structures, programs and resources 
are focused and streamlined in such a way as to enable the Organization to 
fulfill its mandate effectively within a rapidly evolving external environment.  This 
organizational reform process is expected to take up to two years to complete.   
The realignment process will address, in parallel, the following three 
overlapping “streams” of organizational improvement:  
 
– Changing the corporate culture, including promoting a performance 

culture through the introduction of improved results-based management, 
evaluation and appraisal processes; establishing a customer service and 
stakeholder focused corporate culture. 

 
– Re-engineering the core administrative and management processes of 

the Organization, in order to improve service levels and efficiencies and to 
prepare for the introduction of an IT-based Enterprise Resource Planning 
(ERP) system. 

 
– Realigning the programs, resources and organizational structures to the 

strategic goals. Each WIPO unit will be reviewed in turn, in order to clarify 
the mission, objectives, targets and performance indicators in relation to 
the strategic goals; and define the staff, skills and budgetary resources 
needed to achieve these results. 

The path towards delivery of the new strategic goals will be elaborated through 
the establishment of strategic objectives for each goal in the context of a new 
Medium Term Strategic Plan for 2010-2015. This will be presented to the 
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Member States for approval in parallel with the preparation of the proposed 
Program and Budget 2010/11. 

An improved Senior Management Team process will be developed to assist in 
the effective management of the Organization.  The Cabinet will support the 
Director General by ensuring coordination with sectors and with Member States, 
providing policy analysis and strategic planning, and monitoring implementation 
of policy decisions. 

Vertical and horizontal communication will be strengthened. Strategies to 
improve coordination between sectors on cross-cutting issues will include use of 
multi-sectoral task forces to develop policy options and for implementation of 
critical projects.  Management tools will be developed to monitor more 
effectively the implementation of programs approved by the Member States. 

The full and continued compliance of the Organization with the requisite rules, 
regulations and laws would be ensured by a strong Office of the Legal Counsel.  
This Office would be adequately resourced to carry out its key tasks including 
high quality advice to the Member States and the Director General on legal 
issues, assuring WIPO’s interests in resolution of administrative and contractual 
matters, monitoring and analysis of legal developments, mainly within the UN 
environment, which may impact on WIPO’s activities, enhancing the 
performance of depository functions in relation to the treaties and agreements 
administered by the Organization, and participating in external activities related 
to legal aspects of IP issues as well as general legal issues concerning the 
management of the Organization. 

PROGRAM LINKS Liaison with all programs; close cooperation with Programs 22 (Finance, Budget 
and Program Management), 23 (Human Resources Management and 
Development) and 25 (Information and Communication Technology) on the 
strategic realignment process; and with Program 19 (Communications) on 
communication.  

DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 
Development Agenda recommendations:  All recommendations.
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RESOURCES* 
 

   Program 21
Executive Management

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9 Difference

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 9,760              10,024            264             2.7              
Short-term Employees 768                696                (72)              (9.3)             
Consultants --                    489                489             --                 
Special Service Agreements --                    --                    --                 --                 
Interns --                    --                 --                 
Total, A 10,527            11,209            681             6.5              

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 541                620                79               14.6            
Third-party Travel --                    --                    --                 --                 
Fellowships --                    --                    --                 --                 

Contractual Services
Conferences --                    --                    --                 --                 
Experts' Honoraria 90                  81                  (9)                (10.0)           
Publishing 5                    5                    --                 --                 
Other 209                1,454              1,245          595             

Operating Expenses
Premises & Maintenance --                    --                    --                 --                 
Communication & Other 90                  81                  (9)                (10.0)           

Equipment and Supplies
Furniture & Equipment 50                  45                  (5)                (10.0)           
Supplies & Materials 29                  26                  (3)                (10.0)           
Total, B 1,014              2,312              1,298          128.0          

TOTAL 11,541            13,520            1,979          17.1             
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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• Program 22: Finance, Budget and Program Management 

CHALLENGES This Program brings together two former programs: Resource Management and 
Control (Program 23) and Financial Operations (Program 26).  In addition, it 
includes a new function aimed at supporting the development of a performance 
culture at WIPO, within the context of results based management. 

 The continuing challenges for this Program are to ensure: 

– efficient, transparent and accountable financial operations in conformity 
with applicable rules and regulations;  

– the preparation of Program and Budgets and their effective 
implementation through continuous monitoring and providing advice and 
information to Program Managers on the trends and status of 
implementation, as well as providing external financial and Program and 
Budget reports to Member States;   

– robust financial governance and a control framework including policies 
and procedures which enable effective and efficient resource utilization; 
and 

– the further development and strengthening of WIPO’s results based 
management framework aimed at helping focus human and financial 
resources on performance and results. 

In addition to the on-going challenges listed above, a major focus of the work of 
the Program will be on the successful implementation of the new Financial 
Regulations and Rules (FRR) and preparations for the implementation of the 
new International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSAS) in 2010 (for 
further details see document WO/PBC/11/7 Rev).  The adaptation of the new 
automated finance system (AIMS) and the enhanced functionality that provides 
will help support that work.  Both the implementation of the new FRR and the 
need to ensure the Organization’s full compliance with IPSAS will require further 
work, in particular in relation to accounting and budgetary policies and 
procedures.  Key elements of this will include the implementation of the relevant 
components of a financial management system (see document 
WO/PBC/13/6(d)) and staff training.   

In the context of the Director General’s program for strategic realignment, 
Program 22 will also have a key role to play in supporting that process, in 
particular through the preparation and approval of the Program and Budget.  
Furthermore, the need for rapid organizational improvement and a greater 
emphasis on performance management and a performance culture will be a 
priority area of work.  The new function set up within this Program will act as the 
focal point for the further development of WIPO’s results based management 
(RBM) framework.  Working closely with the Office of the Director General, 
Program Managers, the Evaluation Function and other relevant divisions, the 
Program will focus on a broad performance management strategy for the 
organization incorporating: the strategic planning-programming-budgeting-
monitoring-evaluation-reporting cycle.  The Program will study the experiences 
of other international organizations, IP offices etc on implementing RBM and 
seek to learn from UN system wide studies on RBM and established best 
practices (e.g., JIU, CEB, UNEG).  The lessons learnt from this analysis will be 
used to help in the development of the RBM framework at WIPO and will be of 
most immediate relevance in terms of the preparation of the Medium Term 
Strategic Plan and the proposed Program and Budget 2010/11.    
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OBJECTIVE To ensure:  efficient, transparent and accountable financial operations in 
conformity with applicable rules and regulations;  a robust financial 
governance and control framework which enables effective and efficient 
resource utilization;  and, the strengthening of results-based management 
to help improve organizational performance  

 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS  
AND TARGETS 

Continued efficiency of financial 
operations and transparency of 
budget management 

 

− Timely financial reporting 

− Timely and relevant reports 
and analysis available to 
senior management, Program 
Managers and Member States 
to support daily operational 
tasks and key decisions 

− Madrid and Hague Fees 
distributed on time 

− Payments made on time 

− Return on invested funds in 
line with benchmarks 
established by the Investment 
Advisory Committee 
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EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS  
AND TARGETS 

Coherent regulatory framework in 
place in respect of the use of 
financial resources and post 
management ensuring that all 
financial operations executed 
with probity 

 

− Revised set of comprehensive 
and consistent Rules and 
Instructions in place to enable 
financial governance and 
control 

− Program Managers trained in 
their roles and fully enabled to 
take authority and 
accountability for their defined 
areas of responsibility 

− Financial operations conform 
to the provisions of the 
applicable WIPO conventions 
and treaties, the WIPO 
Financial Regulations and 
Rules and the United nations 
Accounting Standards 

− Satisfactory financial report 
from the External Auditors 
confirms the conformity of 
accounting operations with 
applicable regulations, rules 
and standards and no 
remarks in the biennium from 
the External Auditor or from 
Internal Oversight concerning 
budget control and budget 
management practices 

Smooth transition to the new 
International Public Sector 
Accounting Standards for 2010 
implementation 

− Full documentation of the new 
rules and procedures 

− Significant progress made in 
the implementation of the 
required changes to the IT 
system 

Improved organizational 
performance using decision-
making based on learning from 
past performance 

− Member States approval of 
the Medium Term Strategic 
Plan and Program and Budget 
2010/11 which incorporates 
an improved results-based 
management framework. 

− Degree of use of internal 
performance reporting in 
decision making 

− Application of lessons learned 
in program design and 
implementation 
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EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS  
AND TARGETS 

Improved reporting to 
stakeholders on performance 

− Feedback from Member 
States on performance 
reporting 

− Increased use of program 
performance reports by 
Member States as a decision 
making tool 

STRATEGIES The following provides an indication of the key strategies this Program will 
engage in: 

– preparation of a revised Program and Budget 2008/09, proposed Program 
and Budget 2010/11 and contributing to the development of the Medium-
Term Strategic Plan which, through an inclusive consultative process, 
best reflects the views and priorities of all the Member States and 
supports the strategic realignment process 

– the development of WIPO’s results based management (RBM) framework 
reflecting the implementation experiences of other UN organizations, 
national IP offices and other relevant public and private sector 
organizations  

– improved communication with the Member States on finance, budget and 
performance related issues providing clearer explanations of the methods 
used and results obtained 

– closer cooperation with WIPO internal and external audit bodies and rapid 
follow-up and implementation of their recommendations. 

– continuous monitoring of the biennial Program and Budget and providing 
advice and information to Program Managers on the trends and status of 
implementation. 

– the development of a comprehensive corporate financial strategy for the 
Organization, embracing in a consistent way its policies on reserves, 
financial investment, external borrowing (loan) and long term financial 
liabilities as well as a revised strategy for short and long term investment 
of funds to ensure appropriate rates of return 

– an on-going and systematic review of the implementation of the new 
Financial Regulations and Rules and the relevant processes and 
procedures, as well as preparation of training material for Program 
Managers, Certifying Officers, Approving Officers and Bank Signatories.  

– effective preparation for the implementation of the new accounting 
standards (IPSAS) in 2010 (documents WO/PBC/11/7 Rev. and A/43/5).  
(In this context, liaising with other UN organizations will be important to 
ensure that experiences are shared and lessons learned.) 

PROGRAM LINKS The cross-cutting nature of this Program requires that it works closely with all 
areas of the Organization.   

 
DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 

Development Agenda recommendations: All recommendations. 
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RESOURCES* 

Program 22
Finance, Budget and Program Management

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9 Difference

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 14,275         13,205         (1,071)         (7.5)             
Short-term Employees 1,350           2,260           910              67.4             
Consultants --                 --                 --                 --                 
Special Service Agreements 85                146              61                71.8             
Interns 46                46                --                 
Total, A 15,710         15,657         (53)              (0.3)             

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 83                77                (7)                (7.8)             
Third-party Travel 470              530              60                12.8             
Fellowships --                 --                 --                 --                 

Contractual Services --                 --                 
Conferences 308              408              100              32.5             
Experts' Honoraria 90                360              270              300.0           
Publishing 5                  5                  --                 --                 
Other 286              68                (218)            (76.1)           

Operating Expenses --                 --                 
Premises & Maintenance --                 --                 --                 --                 
Communication & Other 283              167              (116)            (40.8)           

Equipment and Supplies --                 --                 
Furniture & Equipment 14                9                  (5)                (35.7)           
Supplies & Materials 12                11                (1)                (10.0)           

Total, B 1,551           1,635           84                5.4               

TOTAL 17,261         17,292         31                0.2                
 
* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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Program 23: Human Resources Management and Development 

CHALLENGES Implementation of the WIPO Human Resource Strategy and providing effective 
support to the Director General on the Strategic Re-alignment will constitute the 
main challenges in the 2008/09 biennium.  

 Under new strategic leadership, the Program will work to increase the focus on 
performance through the introduction of an improved performance appraisal 
process. The shift to a performance driven culture will be supported by change 
management and management training.  This will link in closely with the 
strengthening of the Results Based Management Framework. 

 The Program will undertake the review and revision of key human resource 
policies and practices related to contractual conditions (and their uniformity for 
core and continuing functions), contract types suitable for projects/ time-limited 
assignments, promotions and re-classifications, voluntary separations and 
succession planning.  As part of the Strategic Re-alignment, the HR business 
processes will be reviewed with a view to re-engineering them for improved 
effectiveness and efficiency.  The re-engineered processes will provide the 
basis for the implementation of a new and comprehensive HR information 
system. The improved performance management process will be supported by 
the introduction of an Organization-wide Performance Management and 
Development System (PMDS).   

 
Another challenge which will also be addressed within the framework of the 
Human Resources Strategy will be to ensure the adequacy of staffing for all 
WIPO’s programs.  This will require steps to improve the efficiency and flexibility 
of recruitment process, and a streamlining of the approval process for human 
resources.  It will also require more timely, appropriate and efficient 
redeployment of staff for priority activities as identified by the process of 
strategic realignment.  In parallel, an enhanced emphasis on the development 
of existing staff skills will be required to enable staff to fully develop 
professionally and to better support WIPO’s objectives.  This would ensure that 
the necessary technical and managerial competencies are available throughout 
the Organization.  A particular challenge in the 2008/09 biennium will be to 
enhance management capacities within the Organization, in particular in terms 
of staff appraisal and the assessment of staff performance. 

Human resources administrative services will need to continue to adhere to 
strict quality and efficiency standards and to ensure that WIPO Staff 
Regulations and Staff Rules are revised and maintained in line with United 
Nations’ standards and common system best practices.  In this context, the 
International Bureau’s adaptation to the revised contractual arrangements which 
are under implementation within the UN common system will be needed.  This 
implies that the entitlements and remuneration for the short-term employee 
contingency will have to be aligned to those of the regular staff members. 

Linkages with the revised Financial Regulations and Rules will also need to be 
established. 

The automation of the Social Security Section, initiated in 2006/07, will need to 
be completed during the 2008/09 biennium.  This will include the creation of 
links to the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund system to implement, inter 
alia, automatic deductions of medical insurance premiums on the retired staff 
member’s pension benefits. 

Several staff well-being projects were developed in the previous biennia.  These 
will need to be consolidated during the 2008/09 biennium, leading to the 
creation of a comprehensive work-life balance policy. 
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During the biennium 2006/07, the mechanisms for the resolution of grievances 
and work related conflict resolution were improved including through revised 
terms of reference for the Ombudsman, several changes to the procedures 
relating to the WIPO Appeal Board and establishment of a Joint Grievance 
Panel.  In 2008/09 the use of such mechanisms will be further promoted. 

OBJECTIVE  Efficient and effective management of human resources  
 

EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

The Strategic Realignment 
process and the focus on 
performance is supported by 
human resource policies, 
practices and tools  

 

− Number and type of revised 
policies and practices 
implemented which improve 
human resource management in 
line with the Strategic 
Realignment process 

− Degree of progress in delivery 
of management training to 
support the focus on 
performance management and 
change management to help 
deliver the Strategic 
Realignment process 

 

Improved system for appraisal 
of performance of staff 

− All staff performance appraisals 
are conducted in line with the 
new Performance Management 
and Development System 
(PMDS) 

− Staff performance appraisal is 
an integral part of the  
strengthening of the results 
based management framework 

− Number of staff trained in staff 
performance appraisal 

Increased training programs, 
priorities on the basis of policy 
and sectoral requirements 

− Training policy developed in line 
with policy and sectoral priorities 
and needs and outcome of the  
desk-to-desk assessment 
exercise 

— Increase in the percentage of 
gross salary dedicated to training 
activities from 0.34% in the 
2006/07 biennium to at least 1% 

Reduction of absenteeism 
Decrease in overall absences 
related to sick leave as compared to 
the 2006/07 biennium 
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EXPECTED RESULTS PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 
AND TARGETS 

Program Managers’ staffing 
needs are met more efficiently 

All external recruitment completed 
within four months from vacancy 
announcement to contract conclusion, 
in line with UN system best practices 

More efficient administration of 
staff entitlements and 
classification services 

20% decrease in the number of 
queries from all categories of staff 
regarding entitlements and social 
security coverage 

Improved staff well-being and 
more cost-effective healthcare 
services  

− 15% decrease in complaints 
related to workplace-related 
illness compared to the 2006/07 
biennium 

− 5% saving in healthcare and 
social security costs compared 
to the 2006/07 biennium 

Work-related conflicts solved 
informally through established 
mechanism 

Relevant cases referred to the 
Ombudsman and resolved 
informally 

 
STRATEGIES Strategies for the biennium 2008/09 will be centered on the implementation of 

the WIPO Human Resources Strategy, taking duly into account directions given 
by Member States following the desk-to-desk assessment. 

The new Performance Management Development System (PMDS), replacing 
the current performance appraisal mechanism, will be based on the objectives 
of the Organization, and identify the role of each employee in achieving those 
objectives.  Staff will be actively involved at each phase of these change 
processes to further encourage accountability and responsibility. 

To better serve the needs of the Organization, WIPO’s recruitment policies will 
be refined, in line with the on-going UN reform, to include professional 
interchange agreements, partnerships with national and regional IP Offices for 
alternative recruitment funding mechanisms, and flexible resourcing 
alternatives, such as outsourcing and internships.  Current contract types will be 
reviewed and new ones identified within the framework of the UN common 
system to maximize responsiveness to organizational needs.  Recruitment and 
administrative activities will take full advantage of further developments of HR 
software systems. 

In order to enhance the effectiveness of staff redeployment, procedures for the 
transfer and administration of temporary employees will be improved and the 
use of appropriate contractual arrangements will be ensured. 

Staff skills will be developed, as appropriate, through management, 
communication, IT, language and other courses as well as self-learning tools.  
In particular, a 5-year corporate management training program will be launched 
in the biennium targeting all staff with managerial responsibilities.  The training 
program will, inter alia, assist managers in addressing the assessment of the 
performance of their staff. 
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Entitlements and classification services will continue to ensure that the WIPO 
Staff Regulations and Staff Rules are maintained in line with UN common 
system standards.  Job descriptions will continue to be updated, revised and 
classified to ensure conformity with changing responsibilities and post 
requirements. 

Costs for social security coverage and the social support services will be 
monitored.  Staff and family members newly arrived in Geneva will continue to 
be assisted, and counseling provided for personal and/or family-related 
problems.  Liaison will continue with relevant institutions in the Geneva area 
and assistance provided to retirees and activities organized for children and 
retired staff.  Projects aimed at enhancing workplace well-being will be 
consolidated.  Healthcare services will continue to be provided to staff, retirees, 
delegates and official guests. 

In collaboration with the Legal Counsel, advice on complex personnel policy 
issues will continue to be provided to senior management, and cases will be 
prepared and represented before the Joint Advisory Committee, the WIPO 
Appeal Board, the ILO Administrative Tribunal and the appeal mechanisms 
provided in relevant pension schemes. 

The Ombudsman will continue to work with staff on resolving employment-
related conflicts, to identify trends and developments in workplace problems 
and, where appropriate, propose contraceptive solutions conducive to a better 
working environment. 

PROGRAM LINKS This Program will cooperate closely with all Programs.  Special coordination will 
be ensured with Program 21 (Executive Management) and Program 22 
(Finance, Budget and Program Management).  This Program will also maintain 
close liaison with the Staff Association. 

DEVELOPMENT 
AGENDA LINKS This Program incorporates activities related to the following adopted 
Development Agenda recommendation: 6. 
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RESOURCES 

Program 23
Human Resources Management and Development

(in thousands of Swiss francs)

2008/09 2008/9 Difference

Approved Proposed Amount %

Budget Revised

A. Personnel Resources

Posts 13,518         13,061         (458)            (3.4)             
Short-term Employees 1,332           1,678           346              26.0             
Consultants 238              410              171              71.8             
Special Service Agreements 82                124              41                49.9             
Interns 20                20                --                 
Total, A 15,171         15,291         120              0.8               

B. Non-personnel Resources

Travel and Fellowships
Staff Missions 178              171              (7)                (3.8)             
Third-party Travel 231              190              (41)              (18)              
Fellowships 2                  2                  (0)                (2.9)             

Contractual Services --                 --                 
Conferences 7                  7                  (0)                (2.9)             
Experts' Honoraria --                 450              450              --                 
Publishing --                 10                10                --                 
Other 2,904           2,293           (611)            (21.0)           

Operating Expenses --                 --                 
Premises & Maintenance 10                10                --                 --                 
Communication & Other 480              90                (390)            (81.3)           

Equipment and Supplies --                 --                 
Furniture & Equipment 71                62                (9)                (12.3)           
Supplies & Materials 213              221              8                  3.6               

Total, B 4,096           3,506           (590)            (14.4)           

TOTAL 19,267         18,797         (470)            (2.4)              

* For the number of posts for the Program please refer to Table 2 of Annex III 
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