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European Patents via the
Euro-PCT Route

L. GRUSZOW*

mentioned above, the PCT system has just undergone amendments
that significantly improve its operation and increase its advantages.
Moreover, the recent entry of ltaly into the PCT Union marks tbe
complete, factual realization of the harmony that already existed
between the text of the PCT and that of the European Patent
Convention: the combination of the two systems, which has been
possible from the outset, is more attractive than ever, as L. Gruszow
shows in her study on the “Euro-PCT route.” And yet it would be wrong
to think that the PCT’s appeal is only now beginning: in economic
terms, its advantages have already attracted important applicants, and
others should follow in the future. R. Raue’s study provides some very
interesting material with which to evaluate this prospect. Also, M. Tsuji
shows convincingly that in Japan the PCT sbould be used much more
than it has been up to now—and his wide personal experience witb the
PCT leaves little doubt as to the accuracy of his views, which may to a
large extent be applied also to other countries. Finally, W.S. Thompson
makes a welcome contribution for the benefit of persoos wishing to use
the PCT 1o secure patents in the United States of America: the inva-
Iuable advice that he gives will make it possible to derive the greatest
possible advantage from the present status of the PCT in his
country.

In publishing these four studies, the International Burcau of WiPO
wishes to give the reader the opportunity to acquire a more thorough
knowledge of the PCT, and thereby to make him an enthusiastic user of
it. In this way tbe PCT will be able to continue developing towards the
eventual realization of the considerable, vet still largely unexploited
potential that it offers to all those wbo wisb to secure worldwide
protection for their inventions.
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The PCT Route from the Point of View
of a German Applicant

R. RAUE*
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Accessing the United States via PCT

W.5. THOMPSON*
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The Present Situation of the PCT System
in Japan and its Prospects
for the Future

M. TSUJI*
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