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Special Studies

One Hundredth Anniversary of the Entry into Force of the
Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property

On March 20, 1883, the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property was adopted and signed; on
July 7, 1884, it came into effect following ratification or accession by 14 member States.

To mark the one hundredth anniversary of the entry into force of the Paris Convention, authors from nine of those
States— Belgium, Brazil, France, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and Yugoslavia
(then Serbia)—have contributed studies on the historical conditions surrounding their country’s ratification of or
accession to the Convention. The studies are presented in alphabetical order according to country.

The studies examine, from both a legal and a political point of view, the circumstances that led each country to
choose to become party to the Convention, including in some countries the role played by the interested circles in
favoring or opposing the Convention and the reactions of those circles 1o the new situation created by the estab-
lishment of an international system of industrial property, as well as the initial effects of that new system on the
protection of industrial property at the national level. What the studies as a whole demonstrate is that attitudes
towards the Convention varied among the founding States: in some the road to full acceptance of the Convention’s
basic principles was smooth and straight, while in others it was full of hazards.

There is no doubt that the studies, besides being interesting reading, make an important contribution to rendering
the genesis and early history of the Convention more comprehensible, and demonstrate very ably the environment in
which international cooperation in the field of industrial property was initiated.

Adoption and Ratification by Belgium of
the 1883 Paris Convention for the
Protection of Industrial Property

R. RAUX*®
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Brazil’s Ratification of the
Paris Convention of 1883

A.C. BANDEIRA*
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The Ratification of the Paris Convention
by France and the Reactions Thereto

J.C. COMBALDIEU*
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Italy and the Establishment of the
Paris Union for the Protection of
Industrial Property

R. BOROS*
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The Netherlands and the Paris Convention
for the Protection of Industrial Property

J.J. BOS*
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Development of Portuguese Industrial
Property Legislation in the
Light of Portugal’s Ratification
of the Paris Convention

J. MOTA MAIA*
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The Accession of Switzerland to the
Paris Convention: An Historical Insight

P. BRAENDLI* and J.-M. SOUCHE**
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Prelude to the United Kingdom’s
Accession to the Paris Convention,
March 17, 1884

L).G. DAVIS* and J. HARRISON**
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Serbia, One of the Founding States
of the 1883 Paris Union

M. BULAJIC*
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News from Industrial Property Offices

YUGOSLAVIA
Director of the Federal Patent Office

We have been informed that Mr. Blagota Zarkovié has been
appoinled Direclor of the Federal Patent Office.
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