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Activities of the International Bureau 

The World Intellectual Property 
Organization in 1983* 

Industrial Property and Patent 
Information Activities 

I. Revision of the Paris Convention 

Objective 
The objective is to revise the Paris Convention for 

the Protection of Industrial Property in order to 
introduce in it new provisions and to change certain 
existing provisions to meet better the needs of devel- 
oping countries. Furthermore, the revision should 
introduce new provisions giving full recognition to 
"inventors' certificates," a form of protection of inven- 
tions existing in several Socialist countries. 

Activities 
An extraordinary session of the Paris Union 

Assembly, which met in February 1983, decided that 
the fourth session of the diplomatic conference on the 
revision of the Paris Convention would take place in 
Geneva from February' 27 to March 24. 1984. 

The final summary minutes of the first session of the 
diplomatic conference were distributed in September 
1983 in English, French and Spanish; those of the 
second session were distributed in December 1983 in 
English, French, Russian and Spanish. The revised 
provisional summary minutes of the third session were 
published in October and November 1983. 

II. Nairobi Treaty on the Protection 
of the Olympic Symbol 

The text of the Nairobi Treaty was published in 
Arabic in April 1983. 

"Model Provisions Concerning the Protection of the 
Olympic Symbol" were published in Arabic, English. 
French, Russian and Spanish in May 1983. 

* This article is the second pan of a report on the main activities of 
WIPO in general and in the fields of industrial property and patent 
information. Activities in the fields of copyright and neighboring rights 
are covered in a corresponding report in the review Copyright. 

The first part dealt with the activities of WIPO as such and with 
development cooperation activities in the fields of industrial property 
and patent information. The second part deals with other activities in 
those fields. 

The revised provisional version of the summary 
minutes of the diplomatic conference was distributed in 
September 1983, and certified copies of the Nairobi 
Trcatv were transmitted to States in December 1983. 

III. Study of Special Industrial Property Questions 

Objective 
The objective is to look for solutions to specific 

questions of a legal nature, and of topical interest, in the 
field of the protection of industrial property. These 
questions are of topical interest because they are raised 
by recent changes in the social, economic or techno- 
logical environment in which mankind lives. 

Activities 
Anti-Piracy Measures. Following meetings between 

the staff of WIPO and that of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) concerning the question of 
counterfeit goods in February and March 1983. consul- 
tations were held between the Director General of 
WIPO and the Director General of GATT in May 1983. 
The basis for those meetings and consultations was a 
decision on Trade in Counterfeit Goods contained in 
the Ministerial Declaration adopted by the Ministerial 
Meeting of GATT on November 29. 1982, which reads 
as follows: 

-The CONTRACTING PARTIES instruct the Council [of 
GATT] to examine the question of counterfeit goods with a view to 
determining the appropriateness of joint action in the GATT 
framework on the trade aspects of commercial counterfeiting and. 
if such joint action is found to be appropriate, the modalities for 
such action, having full regard to the competence of other inter- 
national organizations. For the purposes of such examination, the 
CONTRACTING PARTIES request the Director-General to hold 
consultations with the Director General of WIPO in order to clarify 
the legal and institutional aspects involved." 

During the said meetings and consultations the 
representatives of the GATT Secretariat informed the 
Secretariat of WIPO on the development of discussions 
in GATT on the question of trade in counterfeit goods, 
including the proposals that had been put forward, the 
views that had been expressed on those proposals and 
the decision taken by the Contracting Parties of GATT 
referred to above. 

The Secretariat of WIPO informed the representa- 
tives of the GATT Secretariat: 

(i) on the provisions of the Paris Convention for 
the Protection of Industrial Property relating to the 
prevention of the counterfeiting of goods; 
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(ii) on the experience and the practice in regard to 
the implementation of these provisions; 
(iii) on other international instruments, adminis- 
tered by WIPO. of possible relevance, such as the 
Madrid Agreement for the Repression of False or 
Deceptive Indications of Source on Goods, the 
Lisbon Agreement for the Protection of Appellations 
of Origin and their International Registration, the 
Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and 
Artistic Works as well as other relevant treaties in the 
field cf copyright, and the Nairobi Treaty for the 
Protection of the Olympic Symbol; 
(iv) on the situation regarding any possible further 
development within WIPO relating to imports of 
counterfeit goods, including the ongoing revision 
process of the Paris Convention and the potential 
conclusion of new special agreements and treaties in 
the framework of WIPO. 
The Secretariat of GATT was also informed that the 

ongoing program of WIPO for the years 1982 and 1983 
had provided for a forum on piracy of industrial 
property, which item of the program, for budgetary 
reasons, was replaced by the publication of contribu- 
tions of known specialists in the field of piracy in the 
November 1982 issue of Industrial Property and La 
Propriété industrielle, publication which was considered 
as a first basis for any further study on the issue. 

In the consultations between the Directors General 
of WIPO and GATT following the above-mentioned 
exchange of information, they agreed that, if more effi- 
cient measures were desired by the States, appropriate 
intergovernmental action would be necessary. The 
Director General of WIPO said that, as far as WIPO's 
role in any such intergovernmental action was 
concerned, he would first have to be instructed by the 
Governing Bodies of WIPO to undertake new activity in 
the field of counterfeit goods. In that case, and if so 
desired by GATT, he personally would see advantages 
in a cooperative effort with GATT, but that this, too, 
would have to be determined by the Governing Bodies 
of WIPO. The Director General of GATT said that, 
while it was of course for governments to decide what 
action to take and where to pursue such action, he would 
also think it desirable that the two Secretariats coop- 
erate in any work that they undertake in this area. 

The Director General of GATT reported on this 
matter to the meeting of the Council of GATT on May 
26. 1983. The Council of GATT took note of the report 
of the Director General of GATT on the consultations 
held with the Director General of WIPO and. after 
discussion, agreed to revert to this item at its next 
meeting. At the said meeting, on July 14 and 15. 1983. 
the Council heard statements by several delegations 
proposing to set up a working party of GATT to 
consider the problem of trade in counterfeit goods, 
whereas other delegations said that there was still need 
to clarify the legal and institutional aspects involved, 
that a joint study should be made by the GATT and 

WIPO Secretariats on the legal and institutional aspects 
of the problem and that it would be premature for the 
Council to set up a working party on this matter. The 
Council took note of the statements made, agreed that 
consultations would continue among delegations and 
between delegations and the Secretariat, in order to find 
a solution, and agreed to revert to this matter at, if 
possible, the next Council meeting. 

Joint Inventive Activity. Convened by the Director 
General, a Committee of Experts on Joint Inventive 
Activity met in Geneva in May 1983. Experts designated 
by the following 30 member States of WIPO and/or the 
Paris Union attended the meeting: Algeria, Austria, 
Belgium. Bulgaria. Cameroon. China, Congo. Costa 
Rica. Czechoslovakia. Egypt. France, German Demo- 
cratic Republic. Greece. India, Italy, Ivory Coast, 
Japan. Mexico, Morocco. Niger. Nigeria, Norway, 
Senegal, Soviet Union. Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Turkey, United Kingdom, United States of America. 
The World Health Organization (WHO), the Center for 
the International Study of Industrial Property (CEIPI), 
the International Association for the Protection of 
Industrial Property (AIPPI). the International Chamber 
of Commerce (ICC) and the World Federation of Engi- 
neering Organizations (WFEO) were represented by 
observers. 

A Draft Guide, prepared by the International 
Bureau, to the Legal Regulation of Questions 
Concerning the Results of Joint Inventive Activity in 
the Course of International Scientific, Technological 
and Economic Cooperation was examined in a detailed 
discussion, paragraph by paragraph. While general 
agreement was expressed with the contents of the Draft 
Guide, a number of suggestions were made as to how it 
might be improved. Observations of a general nature 
included that it should be made clear in the Guide itself 
that it did not reflect the position of the governments 
whose representatives participated in the Committee of 
Experts, but that it was established by and under the 
responsibility of the Director General, after having 
consulted individual experts, a group of consultants and 
the Committee of Experts; that the Guide should not 
advocate precise solutions but should rather describe 
the available options with general guidance as to the 
advantages or drawbacks of each; that the Guide should 
draw attention to features of possible particular interest 
to developing countries; that the Guide should not only 
cover results achieved during cooperation but should 
take into account preexisting results belonging to either 
cooperation partner which were used for the purposes of 
the cooperation: that the Guide should make it clear 
that it applied to inventions created in the course of the 
cooperation, irrespective of the title of protection 
granted, in view of the fact that one of the principal aims 
of the Guide was to be useful in scientific, technological 
and economic cooperation for which the partners came 
from countries protecting inventions principally by- 
patents  or  by   inventors" certificates:  that  mention 
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should be made of the possible role of research institu- 
tions in joint inventive activity, even if they did not seek 
any rights or remuneration; and that the possible acqui- 
sition of copyright in the course of joint inventive 
activity should be dealt with in the Guide. In addition, a 
number of detailed suggestions were made concerning 
the content and drafting of the Guide, including its 
Annex (a glossary of the most important terms used in 
the Guide). 

Consumer Protection. The VVIPÜ study The Role of 
Industrial Property in the Protection of Consumers was 
published, taking into account some further comments 
based on the June 1982 publication, in English. French 
and Spanish in November 1983. 

The Committee of Experts on the Legal Protection of 
Computer Software held its second session in Geneva in 
June 1983. The following 30 States, members of WIPO. 
of the Paris Union for the Protection of Industrial 
Property or of the Berne Union for the Proteciion of 
Literary and Artistic Works participated in the session: 
Australia. Austria. Belgium. Benin. Brazil. Canada. 
China. Congo. Denmark. Egypt. Finland. France, 
Germany (Federal Republic of). Hungary. India. Italy, 
Japan. Mexico. Morocco. Netherlands. Norway, 
Republic of Korea. Spain. Sweden. Switzerland. 
Trinidad and Tobago. Tunisia, Turkey. United 
Kingdom. United States of America. Singapore partici- 
pated in the meeting as observer. The following five 
intergovernmental organizations participated in the 
meeting as observers: Commission of the European 
Communities (CEC). European Patent Organisation 
(EPO). Intergovernmental Bureau for Informatics (IB1), 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). WHO. The following 16 
international non-governmental organizations partici- 
pated in the meeting as observers: AIPPI. Chartered 
Institute of Patent Agents (CIPA). Committee of 
National Institutes of Patent Agents (CNIPA). 
European Computer Manufacturers Association 
(ECMA), European Computing Services Association 
(ECSA). European Federation of Agents of Industry' in 
Industrial Property (FEM1PI). International Confeder- 
ation of Societies of Authors and Composers (CISAC), 
International Federation of Industrial Property- 
Attorneys (FICPI). International Federation of Infor- 
mation Processing (IFIP). International Federation of 
Phonogram and Videogram Producers (IFPI). Interna- 
tional League Against Unfair Competition (LICCD). 
International Literary' and Artistic Association (ALAI), 
International Publishers Association (IPA). Licensing 
Executives Society (International) (LES), Union of 
European Practitioners in Industrial Property (UEPIP), 
Union of Industries of the European Community 
(UNICE). The following four associations participated 
in the meeting as observers: Association of Data 
Processing Service Organizations (ADAPSO), 
Computer and   Business  Equipment  Manufacturers 

Association. Computer Law Association, Information 
Industry Association. 

The Committee discussed the question of interna- 
tional proteciion of computer software, on the basis of a 
draft treaty and model provisions for national legis- 
lation, prepared by WIPO and dealing with computer 
software as including computer programs, program 
descriptions and supporting material, such as material 
created for aiding the understanding or application of a 
computer program. In addition, the Committee 
examined questions relating to the protection of inte- 
grated circuits. 

As regards the form of international protection of 
computer software, various suggestions were made for 
solutions other than the proposed draft treaty, such as a 
recommendation to States on the principles of interna- 
tional protection in this field; the Committee expressed 
the unanimous view that, whatever the form would be, 
there should be effective international protection of 
computer software. 

The Committee took note of the information given 
at the meeting on the increasing trend at the national 
level in a certain number of countries of granting 
protection under copy right law to computer software. It 
noted that this situation could have the consequence 
that the need for international protection may, between 
such countries, be satisfied to a considerable extent by 
means of the existing international copyright conven- 
tions. The Committee also noted that WIPO. jointly 
with Unesco, was suggesting undertaking a study and 
convening a committee of governmental experts on the 
protection available for computer software under 
existing copyright laws and treaties. 

In view of the foregoing considerations and of the 
complexity of the problem, the Committee considered 
it premature to take, for the time being, a stand on the 
question of the best form for the international 
protection of computer software and recommended that 
the consideration of the conclusion of a special treaty as 
presented to it should not be pursued for the time 
being. 

Furthermore, the Committee recommended that the 
results of its session, together with supplementary' 
observations to be invited from governments and inter- 
ested international organizations (particularly as to 
whether any mechanism for the protection of ideas or 
concepts on which software is based, such as methods, 
processes, or systems of operation, would be desirable), 
as well as a compilation of relevant court decisions, be 
brought to the attention of the governments, interested 
organizations and the said joint WIPO/Unesco 
committee of governmental experts. 

The Committee also recommended that it should, at 
a later stage, be convened to consider once more the 
issue of the best form of international protection in 
connection with or in the light of the work conducted 
within the framework of the joint WIPO/Unesco 
stud v. 
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Finally, the Committee expressed the opinion that it 
might be useful to convene a working group for exam- 
ining certain technical issues, in particular the definition 
of computer software. 

In accordance with the conclusions of the 
Committee, in July 1983. the Director General invited 
governments and interested international organizations 
to present observations, and governments to transmit 
the texts of relevant court decisions. 

IV. International Cooperation in the Search and 
Examination of Inventions (ICSEI) 

Objective 
The objective is to find a solution which, in its end 

result, yields a very high-quality examination report, as 
the PCT does under its Chapter II, but which is 
available in respect of patent applications which cannot 
be, or for some reason are not, processed through 
Chapter II of the PCT. At the same time, the objective is 
that this solution should cost as little as possible both to 
the applicant and to the national patent offices, mainly 
of developing countries. 

Activities 
It is recalled that it was in 1982 that the International 

Bureau asked a certain number of developing countries 
whether they would be interested in receiving assistance 
in the substantive examination of patent applications 
through the cooperation of patent offices having the 
required staff and documents. One of the kinds of assis- 
tance envisaged would consist of furnishing, free of 
charge, an opinion on the novelty and inventive step of 
inventions claimed in any patent application filed with 
the patent office of any of those countries by residents of 
those countries (other than multinationals). The 
furnishing of the opinion would be done by patent 
offices of industrialized countries volunteering to do so. 
The resulting service has the name "International Coop- 
eration in the Search and Examination of Inventions"; 
hence the symbol "ICSEI." 

The developing countries that received the above- 
mentioned inquiry were the 13 English-speaking devel- 
oping countries members of the Paris Union, namely, 
the Bahamas. Ghana. Kenya. Malta. Mauritius, 
Nigeria, the Philippines. Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Trinity 
and Tobago. Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe and the 
17 French-speaking developing countries members of 
the Paris Union, namely, Benin, Burundi, Cameroon, 
Central African Republic. Chad, the Congo, Gabon. 
Guinea, Haiti, Ivory Coast, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, 
Senegal. Togo. Upper Volta and Zaire, as well as the 
African Intellectual Property Organization (OAPI). The 
inquiry was limited to English-speaking and French- 
speaking Offices since it is unlikely that the patent 

offices of industrialized countries ready to furnish free 
of charge search and examination reports could handle 
applications in any other languages. However, this is 
one of the questions that will be raised at the occasion of 
the planned consultations mentioned below. Few coun- 
tries responded to this inquiry, and a new circular was 
sent to those which did not reply in June 1983, 
reminding them and asking them to reply. 

By November 1983, 10 developing countries 
expressed interest, namely. Ghana. Haiti, Mauritius, 
the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Uganda, Zaire, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. OAPI also expressed 
interest. 

In December 1983, WIPO announced the estab- 
lishment of ICSEI on a trial basis, and invited the coop- 
eration of the developing countries that received the 
original inquiry. Also in December 1983, the first 
request under ICSEI was received, from Zimbabwe. 

V. Information and Teaching in the Field 
of Industrial Property 

Objective 
The objective is to increase and spread knowledge 

about the theory, legislation, frequency of use and prac- 
tical administration of industrial property. 

Activities 
The periodicals Industrial Property and La Propriété 

industrielle continuée to be published each month. The 
July/August issue of those periodicals was entirely 
devoted to the publication of an article by the Director 
General entitled "The First Hundred Years of the Paris 
Convention for the Protection of Industrial 
Property." 

The WIPO Industrial Property Glossary was 
published in a further three-language edition (German, 
English, French) in February 1983. 

Collection of Industrial Property Laws and 
Treaties. WIPO continued to keep up to date its 
collection of the texts of industrial property laws and 
regulations of all countries and of treaties dealing with 
industrial property, both in their original languages and 
in English and French translations. The most important 
texts were published in Industrial Property Laws and 
Treaties, annexed to the periodical Industrial 
Property. 

Directory of National and Regional Industrial 
Property Offices. Revised editions of this WIPO 
Directory were published in August and September 
1983. 

Industrial Property Statistics. Detailed tables 
(consisting of 388 pages) of the industrial property 
statistics (Publication "B") for 1981 were published in 
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May 1983, and basic industrial property statistics 
(publication "A") for 1982 were published in October 
1983. 

WIPO was represented at the tenth session of the 
United Nations Statistical Commission's Working 
Group on International Statistical Programmes, held in 
Geneva in September 1983. 

A special publication, 100 Years of Industrial 
Property Statistics, was issued in September 1983, on 
the occasion of the celebration of the centenary of the 
Paris Convention. 

The International Association for the Advancement 
of Teaching and Research in Intellectual Property 
(A TRIP) held its annual meeting and the third session of 
its Assembly in Munich in September 1983. WIPO 
provided interpretation facilities and financial support, 
including the travel expenses of some members coming 
from developing countries. The EPO provided the 
conference room. Seventy professors and researchers 
from 25 countries participated in the meeting. WIPO 
was represented by a member of the staff of the Inter- 
national Bureau, who is also a member of the Asso- 
ciation. 

The Assembly of the Association noted with 
approval the reports on the activities and on the 
accounts of the Association. The Association expressed 
its satisfaction that the membership, which had initially 
been 65 in July 1981, when the Association was 
founded, had increased to 187 by September 1982 and 
had further increased to 220 as of the beginning of the 
meeting (from 41 countries, including from 17 devel- 
oping countries). The Assembly also approved 
proposals by the Executive Committee for the program 
of activities and budget for 1984. 

In working sessions, under the chairmanship of 
different members, the meeting heard reports on the 
following topics: the problems of teaching intellectual 
property with particular emphasis on the needs of 
developing countries: copyright problems of repro- 
graphy in teaching and research: modern research 
methods in intellectual property; the European patent 
system. 

The Association adopted a resolution, prepared by 
its Executive Committee, on the role of teaching and 
research in the field of intellectual property. In that 
resolution, the Association, inter alia, welcomes with 
appreciation the efforts of international organizations, 
as well as national institutes and centers devoted to 
teaching and research, in providing assistance and facil- 
ities for teachers and researchers in the field of intel- 
lectual property and recommends that national and 
international programs of development cooperation 
should be strengthened to provide greater support for 
promoting the exchange of teachers and researchers and 
for assisting teachers and researchers in developing 
countries in preparing adequate teaching materials. 

The Association agreed to hold its annual meeting in 
1984 in Geneva at the headquarters of WIPO. 

VI. Promotion of Patent Information and 
Development of Patent Classification 

Objective 
The objectives are to continue the improvement of 

the International Patent Classification (IPC), the coop- 
eration with the International Patent Documentation 
Center (INPADOC) and the International Institute for 
Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA), and the cooperation 
between patent offices in all aspects of patent documen- 
tation and patent information (standardization, moder- 
nization of reproduction and dissemination of patent 
documents, etc.). 

Activities 

The WIPO Permanent Committee on Patent Infor- 
mation (PCPI) consists of the States members of the 
Paris Union which have informed the Director General 
of their desire to be members, States members of the 
PCT Union. States members of the IPC Union, and 
(without the right to vote) the EPO, the Industrial 
Property Organization for English-Speaking Africa 
(ESARIPO) and OAPI. At the end of 1983, the members 
of the PCPI were Algeria, Australia. Austria, Belgium, 
Brazil, Bulgaria. Cameroon. Canada, Central African 
Republic, Chad, the Congo. Cuba, Cyprus, Czecho- 
slovakia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, 
Denmark. Dominican Republic, Egypt, Finland, 
France. Gabon. German Democratic Republic, 
Germany (Federal Republic of). Ghana, Hungary', Iran, 
Ireland. Israel, Italy, Japan, Kenya. Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritania, 
Monaco, the Netherlands, Norway, the Philippines, 
Poland, Portugal. Romania. Senegal, the Soviet Union, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname. Sweden, Switzerland, 
Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, the United 
Kingdom, the United States of America, Upper Volta, 
Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zambia, EPO, ESARIPO and 
OAPI (62). 

The PCPI held its seventh session in Geneva in 
September 1983, jointly with the sixth session of the 
Committee for Technical Cooperation of the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT/CTC). Twenty-seven 
member States and one member organization were 
represented; one non-member State and four organiza- 
tions were represented by observers. 

The Permanent Committee approved a report 
prepared by the International Bureau on the various 
tasks assigned to it in 1983. including the distribution of 
annual technical reports for 1982, received from 24 
PCPI members, progress towards the conclusion of the 
CAPRI System, cooperation in the publication of the 
periodical World Patent Information, the forthcoming 
publication of the final set of pages to complete the three 
volumes of the WIPO Handbook on Patent Information 
and Documentation, and the compilation of 100 Years 
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of Industrial Property Statistics, for the occasion of the 
celebration of the centenary of the Paris Convention. 

The Permanent Committee reviewed and approved 
the activities of its Working Groups, including recom- 
mendations and reports concerning the long-term 
program of the PCPI adopted at its 1982 session and its 
program for the 1984-1985 bicnnium. the need to 
explore with data base vendors a better coverage of the 
PCT minimum documentation and to keep up to date 
information on the various computerized search aids, 
general conclusions on the question of users of patent 
information and their needs, and an evaluation of the 
effectiveness of a pilot project relating to the estab- 
lishment of a common computerized listing of patent 
documents for the purpose of constituting search files in 
one class (class C 12) of the IPC. The Permanent 
Committee also noted that the revision of the "Guide to 
the IPC" had been successfully concluded, and agreed 
that the revised Guide, adopted by the IPC Committee 
of Experts in September 1983, was the single official 
instruction on using the IPC for classifying and 
searching, and that consequently the publications 
"Advice to Classifiers" and "Advice to Searchers" 
should be discontinued. It noted with approval action 
taken to allow the impact of international treaties to be 
better reflected in industrial property statistics. 

In discussing its program for the 1984-1985 
biennium, the Permanent Committee made a general 
appraisal of how the PCPI had responded in the first 
five years of its existence to its primary objectives. It 
agreed that one of the basic aims, namely, the stream- 
lining and coordination of the patent information 
related activities in WIPO. had been achieved, with 
resultant financial savings. It reaffirmed the primary 
objectives of the PCPI to be: the enhancement of the 
efficiency of industrial property offices in the search and 
examination of patent and inventor's certificate appli- 
cations: the optimizing of cooperation between the 
offices: and assistance to developing countries to obtain 
access to the technological information contained in 
patent documents. 

The Permanent Committee decided that the five 
Working Groups established for 1983 be continued in 
1984 with unchanged mandates, namely, the Working 
Group on Planning, the Working Group on Special 
Questions, the Working Group on Search Information, 
the Working Group on Patent Information for Devel- 
oping Countries (it being noted with approval that the 
Director General would propose the maintenance of the 
said Working Group in the 1984-1985 biennium. 
holding its sessions in conjunction with those of the 
Permanent Committee), and the Working Group on 
General Information, and decided on the distribution of 
tasks on the PCPI program for the 1984-1985 biennium 
to those Working Groups. 

The progress of work of the PCPI and future plans 
were discussed at a special consultation ("PCPI Summit 
Meeting") convened by the Director General in Geneva 
in October 1983. Fourteen members of the PCPI were 

represented at a senior level, including 12 heads of 
industrial property offices. 

The meeting considered in particular the filing of 
patent applications in machine-readable form, auto- 
mation (computerization) of office procedures, standar- 
dization of gazette entries of trademark registrations 
and renewals, reciprocal admittance of priority docu- 
ments on microfiche and questions relating to 
INPADOC. 

As part of the stock-taking of computerized search 
systems decided upon at the November 1981 PCPI 
Summit Meeting. WIPO officials, in December 1983, 
visited government and private institutions in Canada 
and the United States of America and attended an 
"International On-line Information Meeting" in 
London. 

The PCPI Working Group on Search Information 
held its ninth session in Geneva in January 1983. 
Thirteen States and one intergovernmental organi- 
zation, members of the Working Group, were repre- 
sented, with observers from one State and one interna- 
tional non-governmental organization. 

The Working Group discussed 87 IPC (International 
Patent Classification) revision projects carried over 
from the 1982 program, completed, or virtually 
completed, 54 of them, and invited further action on 15 
revision projects. It noted the IPC revision projects on 
the IPC revision program for 1983. the actions on those 
projects and related deadlines. 

The Working Group considered a certain number of 
"X-notations" (classification symbols allotted in certain 
cases of incomplete or imprecise classification) allotted 
by various industrial property offices, and approved 
amendments to various IPC subclasses, which will 
permit appropriate classifications according to the 
fourth edition of the IPC to be allotted to the patent 
documents in question and invited comments on some 
proposals to solve other X-notations. It approved the 
French version of those notes of the IPC for which a new 
presentation and layout had been approved in English at 
its last session, and agreed that a final evaluation of the 
effectiveness in developing a common computerized 
search file in the area of IPC class C 12 would be made at 
its next session. Finally, the Working Group agreed on 
the procedure for submitting information relating to the 
Revision Concordance List. 

The PCPI Working Group on Search Information 
held its tenth session in Geneva in June 1983. Twelve 
States and one intergovernmental organization, 
members of the Working Group, were represented: one 
international non-governmental organization was 
represented as an observer. 

The Working Group discussed 43 IPC revision 
projects carried over from the 1982 program, completed 
40 of them, rejected two and invited further action on 
one. It also discussed 30 IPC revision projects of the 
1983 program, completed 22 of them, rejected two and 
invited further action on six. It noted the IPC revision 
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projects recommended for the IPC revision program for 
1984-1985. the actions on those projects and related 
deadlines. 

The Working Group considered a certain number of 
X-notations allotted by various industrial property 
offices, and approved amendments to various IPC 
subclasses, which will permit appropriate classification 
according to the fourth edition of the IPC to be allotted 
to the patent documents in question. It approved the 
French version of those notes of the IPC for which a new 
presentation and layout had been approved in English at 
its ninth session and the English and French versions of 
the remainder of the notes, and it established the dead- 
lines for actions relating to the checking of references in 
the IPC and of class and subclass indexes, which is 
necessary as a consequence of the amendments agreed 
upon during the current revision period. Finally, the 
Working Group agreed on the evaluation of the effec- 
tiveness in developing the common computerized 
search file in the area of IPC class C 12. 

The PCPI ad hoc Working Group on the Revision of 
the Guide to the International Patent Classification 
(IPC)he\d its second session in Geneva in June 1983. Its 
five member States and one intergovernmental organi- 
zation were represented. 

The Working Group agreed on a final revised text of 
the "Guide to the IPC and requested the International 
Bureau to invite all members of the IPC Union to 
comment thereon in time for the forthcoming session of 
the Committee of Experts of the IPC Union. 

The PCPI Working Group on General Information 
held its fifth session in Geneva in April 1983. Seventeen 
States and one intergovernmental organization, 
members of the Working Group were represented, 
together with observers from three other international 
organizations. 

The Working Group, among other things, decided to 
recommend to the PCPI not to pursue further the 
proposal for the possible introduction of an identity 
code for patent documents in addition to the existing 
Kind-of-Document Code (WIPO Standard ST. 16), but 
noted that recent changes in the publication practice of 
several offices could lead to further discrepancies 
between the definitions given in WIPO Standard ST. 16 
and the actual codes applied under this Standard by 
various offices: it discussed in detail the second draft of 
a recommendation concerning filing rules for name 
indexes to patent documents and requested the Interna- 
tional Bureau to prepare a third draft of the said recom- 
mendation, based on the observations made during the 
discussion. 

The Working Group revised the general conclusions 
presented by the International Bureau with regard to 
users and potential users of patent information and their 
needs and recommended those conclusions to the PCPI 
for approval and subsequent inclusion, as material for 
general guidance, in the WIPO Handbook on Patent 

Information and Documentation; it also discussed an 
outline prepared by the International Bureau of a 
possible standard machine readable exchange format 
for bibliographic data, including abstracts of patent 
documents, requested the International Bureau to 
prepare a detailed draft of such a standard format, and 
noted proposals made by the International Bureau with 
respect to improvements needed in the submission and 
presentation of statistical data in order to cope with the 
increased complexities due to international agreements, 
conventions and treaties. 

The PCPI Working Group on Planning held its 
eleventh session in Geneva in May and June 1983. 
Fourteen members of the Planning Group were repre- 
sented. 

The Planning Group approved its report on the 
effectiveness of the PCPI program for the 1982-1983 
biennium and agreed that it should be submitted to the 
PCPI. It reviewed the long-term program of the PCPI as 
adopted by the PCPI at its session in 1982. The long- 
term program of the PCPI gives the objectives, present 
status and current work of each of 14 broad headings 
which reflect the objectives and tasks embodied in the 
Organizational Rules of the PCPI. Those broad 
headings relate to matters concerning patent infor- 
mation sources, i.e.. guidelines and standards, use and 
revision of the IPC. indexing, classifying and coding 
patent documents according to their technical content, 
industrial property statistics, search files and their orga- 
nization, exchange of patent documents, organization of 
patent documentation and information centers, and 
training: and matters concerning the dissemination of 
patent information, i.e., bibliographic referral services, 
sources of patent information, users of patent infor- 
mation and their needs, users' guides to patent infor- 
mation, monitoring technical developments relevant to 
the needs of patent information, and promotion of the 
value of patent information. 

Under each broad heading of this long-term 
program, possible future work areas are given. The 
Planning Group evaluated the said future work areas on 
the basis of comments received and agreed on a list of 
nine items for which detailed proposals should be 
invited in 1984. namely: standardization of Official 
Gazettes and other industrial property 
"announcement" journals, elaboration of guidelines for 
the publication of indexes issued yearly/half- 
yearly/quarterly by industrial property offices, identifi- 
cation of areas of the IPC that are inefficient for 
searching, improvement of working procedures and 
elaboration of instruction materials (aiming at the unifi- 
cation and streamlining of the publication process of 
successive editions of the IPC), establishment of an 
internationally agreed program for the elaboration of 
hybrid systems (that is, systems which combine classif- 
ication techniques with indexing techniques), studying 
means of reducing the bulkincss of search files, e.g., by 
excluding patent families and multiple publications, by 
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revising arrangements as to cut-off dates, by the use of 
microfilms, etc.. providing better access outside Japan 
to Japanese patent documents, studying the use of 
patent information as an indicator for the trend of tech- 
nologies, studying further the developments of hybrid 
systems including development of automatic search 
systems based on IPC symbols and textual information 
(e.g.. keywords). 

The Planning Group established a draft PCPI 
program for the 1984-1985 biennium consisting of 31 
tasks, including six new tasks and 80 IPC revision 
proposals relating to 86 IPC subclasses. In elaborating 
that draft program, the Planning Group agreed that 
certain questions concerning the PCPI and its relation 
to developing countries, and the PCPI and its broad 
objectives, should be drawn to the attention of the 
PCPI. 

The Planning Group finally recommended that, for 
working on the tasks foreseen on the PCPI program for 
the next biennium, five Working Groups be established 
in 1984 as follows: a Working Group on Planning, a 
Working Group on Special Questions, a Working 
Group on General Information, a Working Group on 
Search Information and a Working Group on Patent 
Information for Developing Countries. A schedule of 
sessions of the PCPI and its five Working Groups in the 
1984-1985 biennium was tentatively agreed upon. 

The Working Group on Planning held its twelfth 
session in Geneva in November and December 1983. 
Fifteen members of the Planning Group were repre- 
sented. 

The Planning Group reviewed a request concerning 
the unification or standardization of abstracts of patent 
documents, agreed that existing standards gave 
adequate guidance and recommended that ways should 
be found to impress upon applicants the need to prepare 
standardized abstracts, e.g., by requesting offices 
publishing abstracts of patent documents to publish at 
intervals the said standards in their patent gazettes. It 
noted a detailed proposal concerning the reciprocal 
admittance of priority documents on microfiche, and 
agreed to request comments from members with a view 
to proceeding urgently with the proposed task. The 
Planning Group noted the urgency of discussing within 
the PCPI the possible problems posed by the clear 
intention of several offices to permit, very soon, patent 
applications to be filed in a machine-readable form, and 
agreed that those problems would have technical and 
legal implications and would therefore be of concern to 
offices and to applicants: it welcomed the proposal of 
the International Bureau to undertake an immediate 
survey of the existing plans of offices participating in the 
PCPI on this question. 

The Planning Group approved proposals by the 
International Bureau for bringing up to date the existing 
long-term program of the PCPI to take into account 
progress within the PCPI since the adoption of the said 
program. 

The Planning Group considered that it was not 
feasible to undertake a further common reclassification 
project in an area of the IPC, taking into consideration 
the conclusions drawn in the evaluation of the pilot 
project in class C 12, in view of the present lack of 
resources. 

Finally, the Planning Group noted a revised schedule 
of sessions of the PCPI and its Working Groups in 
1984. 

The PCPI Working Group on Special Questions held 
its third session in Geneva in May and June 1983. 
Thirteen members of the Working Group were repre- 
sented. 

The Working Group, in its discussions of compu- 
terized searching aids, noted the information collected 
by the International Bureau concerning the use and the 
extent of use of patent data bases and the results of a 
certain number, of model searches conducted in the said 
data bases. The Working Group also noted that all 
offices which had reported use of patent data bases had 
emphasized that the results of searches in those data 
bases were mere "aids,1" supplementary' tools to alle- 
viate the burden of the patent examiners when 
searching, and not means to replace in total the actual 
search procedures. The most important computerized 
searching aids identified were the on-line data bases 
offered by IFI Plenum Data Corporation (United States 
of America), Pergamon Infoline (United Kingdom), 
SDC/Derwent Search Service (United Kingdom) and 
Télésystèmes-Questel (France). The most common type 
of search conducted with the help of these searching aids 
was that in which symbols of the IPC were searched in 
combination with keywords. 

The Working Group discussed the revision of the list 
of periodicals established for the purposes of the PCT 
minimum documentation; it agreed to recommend that 
16 periodicals on the said list—which now contains 171 
periodicals—should be deleted, and identified 19 new 
periodicals as candidates for addition to the list. A 
majority of the members of the Working Group were in 
favor of a proposal to replace a further 11 periodicals by 
new periodicals, on the basis that the new periodicals 
cover the same areas of technology as those they would 
replace but have a higher content of articles useful for 
the purposes of patent examination. 

The Working Group also discussed the more general 
question of the technical coverage given by the period- 
icals presently on the said list since, on the basis of a 
preliminary' analysis made by the International Bureau, 
a certain imbalance seemed to exist between technical 
subjects covered by published patent documents and 
technical subjects covered by items of non-patent liter- 
ature selected for adding to search files. The Working 
Group also discussed whether, in view of the now 
widely available on-line computer data bases which 
provide access to most, if not all. of the items of non- 
patent literature published in the periodicals on the said 
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list, a need still existed to define a minimum list of 
periodicals. 

The Working Group, after a discussion of the use 
made of the IVIPO Journal of Patent-Associated Liter- 
ature (JOPAL) and the usefulness ofthat publication for 
the management of search documentation and the use 
by examiners and the public, agreed to recommend to 
the PCT/CTC that the JOPAL project be discon- 
tinued. 

The Working Group completed its work of consi- 
dering the philosophy of the revision work on the IPC 
during the third revision period. 

The Working Group on Special Questions held its 
fourth session in Geneva in November and December. 
Fifteen members of the Working Group were repre- 
sented. 

The Working Group reviewed the results of the 
fourth study on consistency in the application of the 
IPC, and noted with approval the improvement in 
consistency in the application of the IPC symbols taken 
from the third edition of the IPC compared with those 
taken from the second edition; it selected 10 IPC 
subclasses upon which more detailed work would be 
done, and agreed upon procedures for that work. 

The Working Group noted, with regard to compu- 
terized search systems, the intention of the Interna- 
tional Bureau to distribute updated information relating 
to the operation of various data base vendors and/or 
producers, and agreed with a proposal to invite a certain 
number of data base vendors and/or producers to take 
part in the discussion of this subject at its next session 
scheduled for May 1984. 

The Working Group agreed that INPADOC be 
asked to prepare a study, including cost considerations, 
on how a CAPRI Data Base (CDB) type file (i.e.. IPC 
inventories consisting basically of document numbers 
and type and IPC symbols), covering the years 1973- 
1984 (inclusive) and updated thereafter at regular 
intervals, could be extracted from its data base. It was 
further agreed that emphasis for this extension of the 
CDB should be placed on coverage of the PCT 
minimum documentation, but should not be limited 
necessarily to that coverage. Further, it was thought that 
INPADOC in its study should take into account the 
possibility of using microfiche and/or magnetic tape as 
output media, and that any cost estimate for the 
extension of the CDB should take into account a 
formula of cost sharing between prospective interested 
parties. 

The Working Group considered the future devel- 
opment of the WIPO Journal of Patent-Associated 
Literature (JOPAL), and established a questionnaire on 
the use and usefulness of JOPAL, for circulation to 
industrial property offices including those of developing 
countries. It approved the procedures and time schedule 
for the revision of the Specific Instructions for the 
Revision of the IPC. 

Finally, the Working Group discussed in detail the 

fifth draft of the "Introductory Manual to the IPC." and 
agreed upon the final wording, in English and French of 
Chapter I. and in English of the remaining part of the 
said Manual, subject to possible updating. 

In 1983. annual technical reports for 1982 were 
received from 23 national offices and the EPO for circu- 
lation to the members of the PCPI. 

Twelve issues oUOPAL were published in 1983. The 
said Journal is a compilation of bibliographic data of 
articles of relevance to patent searching appearing in 
periodicals included in the list of minimum documen- 
tation under the PCT. arranged according to the IPC. 
The selection and the classification of the said articles is 
undertaken by the industrial property offices which 
cooperate in the project (Australia, Austria, Czechos- 
lovakia. France, German Democratic Republic. 
Germany (Federal Republic of). Japan. Soviet Union, 
Sweden. United Kingdom. United States of America, 
EPO). 

The Committee of Experts of the IPC Union held its 
twelfth session in Geneva in September 1983. Fourteen 
member States were represented. One non-member 
State and one organization were represented by 
observers. 

The Committee of Experts approved amendments 
(in both the English and the French versions) relating to 
all eight sections. 13 classes and 191 subclasses of the 
IPC, submitted to it by the PCPI Working Group on 
Search Information. With these amendments, the total 
number of subgroups of the IPC rose from some 55.000 
to some 59,000. The said amendments complete the 
revision of the third edition of the IPC. This will be 
reflected in the fourth edition of the IPC. which will be 
published on June 1. 1984. The fourth edition will enter 
into force on January 1, 1985. 

Furthermore, the Committee of Experts approved 
the revised text of the "Guide to the IPC" submitted to it 
by the PCPI ad hoc Working Group on the Revision of 
the Guide to the IPC. The revised text covers, in a new 
chapter, the information necessary to use the indexing 
schemes which had been introduced in some areas of the 
IPC. 

The Committee of Experts also noted and approved 
the report on the IPC activities of the PCPI and its 
Working Groups in 1983. drawing the attention of the 
PCPI to the fact that if the texts "Advice to Classifiers" 
and "Advice to Searchers" were retained, they ought to 
be revised in the light of the new version of the "Guide 
to the IPC," in particular in order to reflect how to use 
the hybrid systems. 

The Committee of Experts noted the report by the 
International Bureau on the progress made in the prepa- 
ration of the fourth edition of the IPC, its associated 
publications, the official English and French Catchword 
Indexes to the PCPI, the Revision Concordance List 
(which gives information on the transfer of technical 
subject matter from places in the third edition to places 
in the fourth edition of the IPC) and the Synopsis of the 
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I PC Classes and Subclasses (which gives the titles of the 
classes and subclasses in the I PC as well as statistical 
information on the number of groups under each class 
or subclass) and the magnetic tapes containing the 
complete text of the 1PC and the magnetic tape of valid 
classification symbols in IPC. 

Finally, the Committee of Experts approved, with 
minor changes, the recommended PCPI program for 
1984-1985 relating to the IPC That program covers 26 
projects carried over from 1983 and introduces 79 new 
revision projects into the program. 

Following the completion by the Committee of 
Experts of the revision of the third edition of the IPC 
(see above), the International Bureau prepared the 
manuscript of the revised (fourth) edition for publi- 
cation. The said manuscript consists of approximately 
5.000 pages in English and 5.500 pages in French. The 
elaboration of a new presentation and the redrafting of 
all the notes contained in the IPC required three and a 
half months of working time at the professional level 
alone. 

WIPO was represented at sessions of the Supervisory' 
Board (Aufsichtsrat) of the International Patent Docu- 
mentation Center (INPADOC) in Vienna in February'. 
March. May. June, October. November and December 
1983. 

WIPO continued its efforts to bring to an early 
conclusion by INPADOC the CAPRI System -the 
Computerized Administration of Patent Documents 
Reclassificd According to the International Patent Clas- 
sification. A meeting was held in Munich in June 1983 
between representatives of WIPO. the Patent Offices of 
Austria and Germany (Federal Republic of), the EPO 
and INPADOC. It was noted that 39 subclasses of the 
IPC (out of a total of 614) remained to be covered; 
arrangements were agreed for the delivery of lists 
concerning 20 subclasses in 1983 and 1984. and 13 
subclasses in due course: for the remaining six 
subclasses, it was agreed that every effort would be 
made to undertake the completion of the reclassifi- 
cation and the furnishing of lists by 1985. 

Volume III of the WIPO Patent Information and 
Documentation Handbook, was published in a bilingual 
English French edition in September 1983. 

Four issues of the periodical World Patent Infor- 
mation, a joint periodical of the Commission of the 
European Communities and WIPO. were published in 
1983. WIPO was represented at a meeting of the 
Management Committee of the journal in Oxford 
(United Kingdom) in May 1983. 

VII. Development of Trademark Classification 

Objective 
The objective is to continue the improvement of the 

Nice Classification  of Goods and  Services for the 

Purposes of the Registration of Marks, an important 
tool in the orderly registration of trademarks and 
service marks. "Improvement" means the covering of 
new products and services and the more precise 
description and classification of existing ones, in 
addition to the updating of the Classification in various 
languages. 

Activities 
The Preparatory Working Group established by the 

Committee of Experts of the Nice Union for the Inter- 
national Classification of Goods and Services for the 
Purposes of the Registration of Marks held its sixth 
session in Geneva in November 1983. All the eight 
member countries of the Working Group were repre- 
sented; one intergovernmental organization was repre- 
sented as an observer. 

The Working Group agreed on recommendations 
concerning nine classification problems referred to it by 
the Committee of Experts and a number of proposals for 
changes in the Alphabetical List of Goods and Services. 
It discussed a proposal for the creation of a Catchword 
Index as a new part of the Nice Classification Manual, 
expressed as its opinion that a further study of the 
proposal would be very useful and invited the Interna- 
tional Bureau to proceed to a further elaboration and to 
prepare a model of the Catchword Index for exami- 
nation at its next session and for subsequent submission 
to the Committee of Experts in 1985. 

The fourth edition of the Nice Classification was 
published in a bilingual (French and Spanish) version in 
March 1983, in English and in French (single language 
versions) in May 1983. and in German in October 
1983. 

VIII. Cooperation with States and Various 
Institutions in Matters Concerning 

Industrial Property 

Objective 
The objective is to ensure that, through regular 

contacts between the International Bureau on the one 
hand and the governments of States and international 
organizations on the other hand, there should be full 
awareness of what is being done and planned on either 
side, in order to inspire mutually more and more useful 
activities, to combine forces wherever possible and to 
avoid all unnecessary duplication. 

Activities 
I 'arious Forms of Cooperation. WIPO continued to 

cooperate with States, with intergovernmental organi- 
zations and with international and national non- 
governmental organizations in matters concerning 
industrial property. Missions undertaken by the 
Director General and his staff for this purpose, and 
representation at most meetings of organizations of the 
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United Nations system, were covered in the first part of 
this report, which dealt also with most activities 
concerning cooperation with governments of devel- 
oping countries, individually or in groups, and, on 
general matters, concerning certain intergovernmental 
institutions of developing countries (e.g., ESAR1PO. 
JUNAC, OAPI). 

France. WIPO was represented at a Round Table 
organized by the Institut de recherche en propriété intel- 
lectuelle (IRPI) in Paris in November 1983, and a WIPO 
official gave a lecture to a regional section of the French 
Group of AIPPI in Lyons in November 1983. 

Germany (Federal Republic of). A WIPO official 
visited Berlin (West) and Munich in June 1983 to 
discuss with the Carl Duisberg Gesellschaft and 
Government authorities the implementation of special 
projects in the field of development cooperation to be 
financed by them in 1983. The said discussions were 
resumed during a mission by a WIPO official to Munich 
in August 1983. 

Greece. At the request of the Greek Government. 
WIPO officials discussed in Athens in November and 
December 1983 cooperation in the plans for the moder- 
nization of the patent system. 

Italy. The Director General took part in a meeting 
on patents organized by the Confederation of Italian 
Industry' (Confindustria) in Rome in November 1983. A 
WIPO offical attended a meeting organized by the 
Italian Chapter of LICCD and a national association of 
video information providers in Turin in October 
1983. 

Japan. A WIPO official gave a lecture at a seminar 
for developing countries organized by the Japanese 
Patent Office in Tokyo in November 1983. 

Soviet Union. A WIPO official visited Moscow in 
February 1983 to discuss the organization of the 1983 
Moscow Training Course on Patent Information. 

United Mations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). WIPO was represented at 
the fourth session of the Intergovernmental Council on 
the General Information Programme of Unesco in Paris 
in January 1983; the said Programme includes activities 
in the field of scientific and technological infor- 
mation. 

World Health Organization (WHO). WIPO was 
represented at the Executive Board of WHO in Geneva 
in January 1983 during discussion of a progress report 
on the implementation of the patent policy of WHO, 
including consultations with WIPO. WIPO was also 
represented at the 36th session of the World Health 
Assembly in May 1983. 

Council for Mutual Economic Assistance 
(CMEA). WIPO was represented at a meeting of the 
Conference of the Heads of the Offices for Inventions of 

the CMEA countries in Havana in November and 
December 1983. 

European Communities. In July 1983, the 
Chairman of a working party on the (European) 
Community trade mark, established under the auspices 
of the Council of Ministers of the European Commu- 
nities, visited WIPO to discuss questions relating to 
links between the international registration of marks 
under the Madrid Agreement and the future 
Community trade mark. 

European Patent Organisation (EPO). WIPO was 
represented at a meeting of the Working Group on 
Patent Information of the EPO in Munich in April 1983. 
at sessions of the EPO Administrative Council in 
Munich in June and in December 1983 (at the 
December session, a decision was adopted reducing 
EPO fees for PCT applications from developing coun- 
tries), at a meeting of the Working Party on Patent 
Information of the EPO in Munich in September 1983 
and at a session of an EPO working group on filing in 
machine-readable form in Munich in November 1983. 
WIPO officials discussed with the EPO in Munich in 
January 1983. in Geneva in July 1983 and in Munich in 
December 1983 the EPO's contribution to the WIPO 
development cooperation program. A WIPO official 
gave a lecture to the examining staff of the EPO in The 
Hague in June 1983. 

LAW ASIA. The Director General and another 
official of WIPO participated in the Conference of the 
Law Association for Asia and the Western Pacific 
(LAWASIA) held in Manila in September 1983. The 
Director General gave a speech at the opening ceremony 
and addressed the Intellectual Property Section of 
LAWASIA. 

Other Organizations. The Director General took 
part in a meeting of the Kuratorium of the Max Planck 
Institute for Foreign and International Patent. Copy- 
right and Competition Law in Munich in March 1983, 
and in a meeting of the Administrative Council of the 
Center for the International Study of Industrial 
Property in Paris in May 1983. WIPO was also repre- 
sented at the following meetings of other international 
and national non-governmental organizations having 
an interest in industrial property and related matters at 
which questions of direct interest to WIPO were 
discussed: the Industrial Property Commission of the 
ICC in Paris in April and in December 1983: the Patent 
Information and Documentation Committee of the 
International Federation for Documentation (FID) in 
Utrecht in April 1983: the Executive Committee and the 
Congress (attended by the Director General) of AIPPI in 
Paris in May 1983 and the Council of Presidents of 
AIPPI (attended by the Director General) in Athens in 
November 1983: the Development Committee of the 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO) in 
Geneva in May  1983; the Annual Meeting of the 
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European Communities Trade Marks Practitioners' 
Association in Brussels in June 1983; the Annual 
General Assembly of the International Federation of 
Inventors' Associations (IFIA) in Munich in June 1983. 
Officials of LES (International) visited WIPO for 
discussions in February 1983. A WIPO official partici- 
pated in a symposium on innovation for development 
organized by International Inventors Awards (IIA) in 
Stockholm in August and September 1983. 

WIPO Medals were awarded to Mr. Leif Nordstrand, 
a former President of IFIA, at a ceremony in Oslo in 
February' 1983, and to Dr. F. Burmester. a former Vice- 
President of IFIA, in Munich in June 1983. 

In January 1983, a meeting of international non- 
governmental organizations concerned with industrial 
property questions was convened by the Director 
General in Geneva; current activities were reviewed, 
and suggestions were invited and offered for the future 
programs and medium-term plans of WIPO. 

IX. Registration Activities 
in the Field of Industrial Property 

Objective 
The objective is to maintain the registration and 

similar activities under the Paris Convention, the 
Patent Cooperation Treaty, the Madrid Agreement 
(Marks), the Hague Agreement (Industrial Designs) and 
the Lisbon Agreement (Appellations of Origin), in 
particular by providing accurately and promptly the 
services required under those treaties. 

Activities 

Paris   Convention   for  the   Protection   of Industrial 
Property: Communication of State Emblems, etc. 
WIPO continued the communication of official signs 

under Article 6ter of the Paris Convention. In 1983, six 
communications of official signs were made under 
Article bter of the Paris Convention, coming from 
Mexico. Spain and from OAPI. the Arab Satellite 
Communications Organization, the International Tele- 
communications Satellite Organization and the Nordic 
Council of Ministers. 

Patent Cooperation Treaty: Meetings 
The PCT Committee for Administrative and Legal 

Matters held its second session in Geneva in April 
1983. 

Twenty States and one International Searching and 
Preliminary Examining Authority, members of the 
Committee, were represented. Four States, members of 
the Paris Union, participated in the session as 
observers. Seven international non-governmental orga- 
nizations were also represented by observers. 

The International Bureau submitted to the second 
session of the Committee revised proposals for possible 
improvements to the PCT, particularly the PCT Regu- 
lations, taking into account the advice and the recom- 
mendations of the Committee at its first session. The 
revised set of proposals included also proposals 
concerning the transfer of some Rules or parts of Rules 
to the Administrative Instructions of the PCT. 

After a general debate, the Committee considered, 
one by one, the proposed amendments to certain time 
limits in the PCT and to the Regulations under the PCT. 
The majority of the said amendments were approved, 
approved after certain modifications, or approved 
subject to redrafting or further study of certain aspects, 
for submission to the Assembly of the PCT Union. 

It was noted that there was no opposition raised to 
proposals concerning the inclusion of Spanish-language 
patent documents in the PCT minimum documentation 
and the publication of PCT applications in the Spanish 
language, which was a question of great political and 
practical importance, but that the countries of the 
European Patent Organisation reserved their position at 
present. 

On the question of possible rectification of errors in 
international applications, a number of proposals were 
made during the discussion; the texts of those proposals 
were annexed to the report, and it was noted that they 
would be used for a further effort of the International 
Bureau to produce a new text, or new alternative texts, 
for the session of the Assembly. 

There was unanimous acceptance of the principle of 
a proposed extension from 25 to 30 months of a time 
limit under Chapter II of the PCT. and it was generally 
understood that the Assembly, when adopting it, should 
find a solution in order to accommodate the situation of 
States whose laws were, at the time of entry into force of 
the amendment, not yet adapted to the amendment. 

The PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation 
(PCT/CTC) held its sixth session in Geneva in 
September 1983. jointly with the seventh session of the 
PCPI. Eighteen member States and one member Orga- 
nization were represented. Nine non-member States 
and three organizations were represented by 
observers. 

The Committee approved an updated inventory of 
patent documents contained in the PCT minimum 
documentation, and requested the International Bureau 
to finalize the said inventory after obtaining certain 
further information from the PCT International 
Searching Authorities. The Committee also approved 
the intention of the International Bureau to produce by 
the end of 1983 updated inventories, on COM micro- 
fiche or in paper form, of the patent documents issued 
by Australia. Austria and Canada and based upon no 
claim to priority, and inventories of generally available 
English-language abstracts of patent documents issued 
by Japan and the Soviet Union. On the question of 
non-patent literature contained in the PCT minimum 
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documentation and the list of periodicals established for 
that purpose, the Commute came to certain conclusions 
concerning the revision of the said list which would 
have the effect of deleting 12 periodicals from the 
present list of 171, adding seven new periodicals and 
replacing 11 periodicals by new periodicals which give a 
better coverage of articles for the purposes of patent 
examination. It was noted that, subject to the resolution 
of one outstanding point, the final revised list would be 
published by June 1984, and would come into force on 
January 1,1985. The Committee decided that, although 
widely available on-line computer data bases provided 
access to most, if not all, of the items of non-patent 
literature published in the periodicals on the said list, a 
need still existed to define for the purposes of the PCT a 
minimum list of periodicals. 

After discussion of the WIPO Journal of Patent- 
Associated Literature (JOPAL), the Committee decided: 
that JOPAL should continue to be produced in its 
present form for a period of one year, to request the 
International Bureau to draft a questionnaire, for consi- 
deration by the PCPI Working Group on Special Ques- 
tions at its fourth session in November, 1983, to be sent 
to all countries members of WIPO or the Paris Union, 
including developing countries, so as to discover the 
extent of interest in developing countries in receiving 
copies of JOPAL, and how potential users other than 
International Searching Authorities, particularly users 
in developing countries, would make use of the infor- 
mation contained in JOPAL; to request the PCPI 
Working Group on Special Questions to study improv- 
ements in the format of JOPAL; and to request the 
International Bureau to study and to report to the 
Committee at its next session whether the JOPAL 
project, if continued for a period longer than one year, 
should be pursued within the more general framework 
of the PCPI rather than in the framework of the 
Committee. 

Several meetings were held on the advantages of the 
PCT for industry with chief patent managers of indus- 
trial entreprises having a high level of foreign patent 
filing activity. They took place in the United States of 
America (Marco Island (Florida)) in January- 1983, in 
Tokyo and Paris in March 1983, in Frankfurt and 
Leverkusen (Federal Republic of Germany) in April 
1983 and in Berlin (West) and London in November 
1983. 

PCT; Receiving and Publication of International Patent 
Applications 
WIPO continued to perform the tasks provided for 

in the PCT. In 1983, 5,050 international applications 
were filed, as against 4.713 in the previous year. The 
percentages of applications filed during this period with 
each receiving Office were the following: United States 
of America: 40.99%; Sweden: 9.66%; Japan: 8.71%; 
United Kingdom: 7.03%; European Patent Office: 
6.97%; France: 5.31%; Germany (Federal Republic of): 

4.50%; Australia: 3.94%; Switzerland: 2.95%: Denmark: 
2.51%; Finland: 1.62%; Hungary: 1.23%: Norway: 
1.13%; Netherlands: 0.97%; Soviet Union: 0.95%; 
Austria: 0.77%; Belgium: 0.48%; Brazil: 0.24%; 
Romania: 0.04%; other receiving Offices: 0%. 

The total numbers of applications filed in each 
calendar year since the beginning of PCT operations 
were as follows: 

June to December 1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 

Total : 

687 
2,734 
3,958 
4,321 
4,713 
5,050 

21,463 

Computerization of the processing of international 
applications continued. After the implementation of a 
computerized system for the production of the entries 
related to the publication of international applications 
in the PCT Gazette and for the front pages of the PCT 
pamphlets, further progress was made by producing by 
computer notifications concerning PCT Article 20 
communication of the international application to the 
designated Offices. The computerized production of 
further notifications is being developed. 

PCT; Publications 
Regular (fortnightly) publication of the PCT Gazette 

in separate English and French editions was continued 
throughout the period covered by this report. In 
addition to a substantial volume of information of a 
general character, the issues of the Gazette included 
entries relating to all the international applications 
which were published in the form of PCT pamphlets (in 
English. French. German. Japanese or Russian, 
depending on the language of filing) on the same day. 
Supplements were issued, consolidating the infor- 
mation of a general character. 

Replacement pages were issued in January and July 
1983 to update the PCT Applicant's Guide. This Guide 
is a publication in two volumes which gives detailed 
information on the PCT intended for those interested in 
filing international applications under the PCT. 
Volume I contains over 250 questions and answers 
about the procedure before the receiving Office, the 
International Searching Authority, the International 
Preliminary Examining Authority and the International 
Bureau (the "international phase"). It is supplemented 
by detailed indexes and annexes listing various data and 
requirements of the PCT Authorities and receiving 
Offices and showing samples of the most important 
forms. Volume II contains "national chapters" giving 
information on requirements for the processing of inter- 
national applications before designated and elected 
Offices, whether national or regional (EPO, OAPI) 



112 IXDl STRIAI, PROPERTY-MARCH 1984 

Offices (the "national phase"), indexing schedules of 
national fees and national forms to be used by appli- 
cants. 

Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Regis- 
tration of Marks: Meetings 
The Assembly and the Committee of Directors of the 

Madrid Union Concerning the International Regis- 
tration of Marks held an extraordinary session in 
Geneva in December 1983. Twenty States members of 
the Assembly, two member States of the Committee of 
Directors, two observer States and three observer orga- 
nizations were represented. 

After having adopted amendments to their Rules of 
Procedure (concerning expenses of delegates), the 
Assembly and the Committee continued the consider- 
ation, begun at their sessions in September and October 
1983. of proposed amendments of the Regulations 
under the Madrid Agreement. Amendments to 13 Rules 
were adopted, concerning means of communicating 
with the International Bureau, form and contents of the 
application for registration, documents accompanying 
the application, incomprehensible terms, contents of 
the Register, date of the international registration, form 
and contents of the request for the recording of changes, 
recording in the Register and date of recording, correc- 
tions, certificates, notifications, publications, and the 
required fees. It was decided that the said amendments 
would enter into force on April 1. 1984. 

Following a detailed exchange of views on the allo- 
cation of surplus receipts of the Madrid Union, the 
Assembly and the Committee decided that the 
percentage of the part of any Madrid Union surpluses 
that was to be distributed in equal portions among the 
member States would be doubled, in other words would 
be 20%. from January I, 1984. that the question of the 
percentage would be reexamined in 1987 and that, while 
the principle according to which fees should cover the 
expenses of the Madrid Union would be maintained, 
the policy of increasing the fees payable by applicants 
only at intervals of several years should continue. 

The Assembly and the Committee decided to set up 
an ad hoc working group to consider the desirability of 
designing a code for the identification of bibliographic 
data on marks published in official trademark gazettes 
and. where appropriate, to draw up a draft of such a 
code: in view of the long experience that the PCPI had in 
the development of a comparable code for patents, 
PCPI experts should be invited to take part in the work 
of the working group. 

At the conclusion of a discussion on the computeri- 
zation of data concerning certain marks registered in the 
International Register, the Assembly and the 
Committee declared their agreement that the Interna- 
tional Bureau should continue to consider the possi- 
bility of computerization of the data concerning the 
whole range of old marks whose international regis- 
tration was in force, to be effected within a period of 

about two years with the assistance of a national office 
or private firm, and they invited all member countries 
to communicate to the International Bureau the names 
of Offices or firms interested in engaging in talks on the 
^subject. 

Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Regis- 
tration of Marks: Registration of Marks and 
Connected Tasks 
WIPO continued to perform the tasks provided for 

in the Madrid Agreement. In 1983, the total number of 
registrations effected was 8.046. To this figure should be 
added 4,882 renewals under the Nice or Stockholm Acts 
of the Madrid Agreement. The total number of registra- 
tions and renewals during 1983 was therefore 12,928, as 
compared with 12.561 recorded in the previous year. 
The total number of changes recorded in the Interna- 
tional Register of Marks was 14,536, as compared with 
16.158 in the previous year. 

Work continued on the computerization of certain 
administrative functions under the Madrid Agreement. 
Tests were performed on a new system enabling Les 
Marques internationales to be printed completely by 
means of photocomposition and various tasks to be 
performed directly from a computerized data base. 

On the interim closing of the accounts for 1983 of the 
Madrid Union (Marks), the member States received the 
following amounts, in Swiss francs, as their part in the 
supplementary and complementary fees: 

Swiss francs 
San Marino 82,912.40 
Tunisia 115,774.16 
Morocco 118,126.70 
Liechtenstein 118.503.26 
Monaco 120.558.48 
Democratic People's 

Republic of Korea 121,900.77 
Algeria 123.444.84 
Soviet Union 187,085.52 
German Democratic 

Republic 239,548.68 
Viet Nam 274.319.69 
France 372,854.41 
Romania 407,127.05 
Czechoslovakia 409.224.04 
Italy 418.372.50 
Switzerland 423.074.00 
Hungary 429,411.60 
Austria 435.166.94 
Egypt 466,745.85 
Germany (Federal 

Republic of) 492,483.01 
Yugoslavia 494.392.90 
Portugal 658.566.33 
Spain 720.805.92 
Benelux 894.530.95 

Total : 8.124.930.00 
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Several member States use part of these amounts for 
the payment of their contributions to the budgets of 
Unions administered by WIPO other than the Madrid 
Union. 

As regards the question of links between the interna- 
tional registration of marks under the Madrid 
Agreement and the future Community trade mark, see 
under "Cooperation with States and Various Institu- 
tions in Matters Concerning Industrial Property, 
... European Communities." above. 

Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Regis- 
tration of Marks: Publications and Trademark 
Search Service 
The review Les Marques internationales, containing 

the publication of registrations of marks, renewals and 
changes recorded in the International Register, 
continued to appear each month. The said review was 
available from September 1983 in microfiche form 
(from 1963 to 1982). The collection costs 2,200 Swiss 
francs. 

WIPO continued to maintain its Trademark Search 
Service, a service open to the public for identifying iden- 
tical or similar marks among those registered. The total 

number of trademark searches carried out during 1983 
was 2,208 as compared with 2,407 in the previous 
year. 

The Hague Agreement Concerning the International 
Deposit of Industrial Designs: Receiving Industrial 
Designs and Connected Tasks 
WIPO continued to perform the tasks provided for 

in the Hague Agreement, in particular the registration 
and.monthly publication (in the periodical Interna- 
tional Designs Bulletin/Bulletin des dessins et modèles 
internationaux) of industrial designs deposited with it. 
In 1983. the total number of international deposits was 
2,038 and the total number of prolongations was 636, as 
against 1.784 and 577. respectively, in the previous 
year. 

The Lisbon Agreement for the Protection of Appellations 
of Origin and their International Registration : Regis- 
tration of Appellations of Origin and Connected 
Tasks 
In 1983, seven applications were filed for registration 

and publication (in Les Appellations d'origine) of appel- 
lations of origin under the Lisbon Agreement. 

Notifications 

Madrid Agreement (Marks) 

Accession 

SUDAN 

The Government of Sudan deposited, on January 16, 
1984, but with effect on February 15. 1984, its 
instrument of accession to the Madrid Agreement 
Concerning the International Registration of Marks of 
April 14, 1891, as revised at Stockholm on July 14, 
1967. Sudan has not heretofore been a member of the 
Madrid Union. 

The Madrid Agreement, as revised, will enter into 
force, with respect to Sudan, on May 16, 1984. 

Sudan has availed itself of the right provided for in 
Article 3bis of the said Madrid Agreement, as revised, 
pursuant to which the protection resulting from the 
international registration extends to Sudan only at the 
express request of the proprietor of the mark. Such a 
request ("request for territorial extension") may, as 
concerns Sudan, be made not only for an international 
registration bearing the date of May 16, 1984, or any 
date thereafter, but also for an international registration 
bearing a date prior to May 16. 1984. Any request for 
territorial extension must be presented through the 
intermediary of the office of the country' of origin and 
shall be effective from the date on which it has been 
recorded in the International Register. 

Madrid (Marks) Notification No. 34, of February 16, 
1984. 
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Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) 

Accession 

BULGARIA 

The Government of Bulgaria deposited, on Febru- 
ary 21, 1984. its instrument of accession to the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT), done at Washington on 
June 19, 1970. 

The said instrument contains the following declara- 
tion: 

"The People's Republic of Bulgaria docs not consider itself bound 
by the provision of Article 59 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty, 
according to which any dispute between two or more Contracting 
Slates not settled by negotiations, may be brought before the Inter- 
national Court of Justice." 
The said Treaty will enter into force, with respect to 

Bulgaria, on May 21, 1984. 

PCT Notification No. 42, of February 23, 1984. 

Budapest Treaty (Microorganisms) 

Change in Fees under Rule 12.2 
of the Regulations under the 

Budapest Treaty 

tion of the said fees in the present issue of Industrial 
Property, that is, as from April 30,1984 (see Rule 122(c) 
of the Regulations under the Budapest Treaty). 

"The fee schedule of the Fermentation Research 
Institute (FRI) as published in the April 1981 issue of 
Industrial Property is replaced by the following 
schedule: 

Yen 
1. Fee schedule 

Storage 
(a) original deposit 170,000 
(b) new deposit 9,700 
The attestation referred to in Rule 8.2 1,800 
The issuance of a viability statement 
(a) if the depositor, when requesting 

the issuance of the viability 
statement, also requested a 
viability test 5,900 

(b) in other cases 1,800 
The furnishing of a sample 6,900 
The communication of information under 
Rule 7.6 1,800 

2. Date of enforcement: April 30, 1984." 
[End of text of the notification 
of the Government of Japan] 

Budapest Communication No. 17 (this Communica- 
tion reproduces the text of the notification of the 
Government of Japan and is the subject of Budapest 
Notification No. 36). 

Nairobi Treaty (Olympic Symbol) 

FERMENTATION RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
(FRI) Accession 

The following notification addressed to the Director 
General of WIPO by the Government of Japan under 
Rule \2.2(a) of the Regulations under the Budapest 
Treaty on the International Recognition of the Deposit 
of Microorganisms for the Purposes of Patent Proce- 
dure was received on March 6. 1984. and is published 
below by the International Bureau of WIPO pursuant to 
Rule 12.2(h) of the said Regulations. 

The fees set forth in the said notification of the 
Government of Japan will apply as from the thirtieth 
day following the date (March 31. 1984) of the publica- 

JAMAICA 

The Government of Jamaica deposited, on February 
17. 1984. its instrument of accession to the Nairobi 
Treaty on the Protection of the Olympic Symbol, 
adopted at Nairobi on September 26, 1981. 

The said Treaty will enter into force, with respect to 
Jamaica, on March 17. 1984. 

Nairobi 
1984. 

Notification   No.   19,   of Februarv   17. 
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WIPO Meetings 

Madrid Union for the 
International Registration of Marks 

Assembly and Committee of Directors 

Thirteenth Session (8th Extraordinary) 
(Geneva, December 12 to 15, 1983) 

NOTE* 

The Assembly and the Committee of Directors of the 
Madrid Union for the International Registration of 
Marks held their thirteenth session (eighth extraor- 
dinary) in Geneva from December 12 to 15. 1983. 

Twenty-two of the 25 members of the Madrid Union 
were represented at the session, namely: Algeria, 
Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea, Egypt, France, German 
Democratic Republic, Germany (Federal Republic of), 
Hungary'- Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco. Morocco, 
Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, Soviet Union, Spain, 
Switzerland. Tunisia, Viet Nam. 

Indonesia and the United Kingdom took part in the 
session in an observer capacity. 

The Benelux Trademark Office (BBM), the Interna- 
tional Association for the Protection of Industrial 
Property (AIPPI) and .the Benelux Association of 
Trademark and Design Agents (BMM) were repre- 
sented by observers. 

The list of participants follows this Note. 
The Assembly and the Committee of Directors of the 

Madrid Union adopted amendments to their Rules of 
Procedure and to the Regulations under the Madrid 
Agreement. They also considered a number of questions 
concerning the allocation of surplus receipts of the 
Madrid Union, the design of an identification code for 
certain bibliographic data published in trademark 
gazettes and the computerization of data concerning the 
approximately 250,000 old marks the international 
registration of which was still in force. 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS** 

Egypt: I.F. Salem: M. Daghash; A.G.M. Fouad. France: M. Ajassc; C. 
Bartoli; B. Vidaud; J.F. Queflelec. German Democratic Republic: K.- 
D. Peters. Germany (Federal Republic of): E. Schneider. E.-M. 
Schermcr. I. Schöndeling. Hungary: G. Pusztai; J. Bobrovszky. 
Italy: S. Sampcri. Luxembourg: F. Schlesser. Monaco: E. Franzi: M. 
Tripodi. Morocco: M.S. Abdcrrazik. Netherlands: E. Van Weel. 
Portugal: J. Mota Maia; R. Scrrào. Romania: S. Romulus. Spain: J. 
Delicado Montero-Rios: J. Gomez Montero. Soviet Union: I. Vedcr- 
nikova. Switzerland: R. Kämpf: J. Weber. Tunisia: A. Ben Gaid: A. 
Boudhiba; M. Baati. Viet Nam: Nguyen Due Than; Truong Phap. 

II. Observers 

Indonesia: Sanusi; R. Tanzil. United Kingdom: J. Lyon. Benelux 
Trademark Office (BBM): L. Van Bauwcl. International Association 
for the Protection of Industrial Property (AIPPI): G.E. Kirker. 
Benelux Association of Trademark and Design Agents (BMM): F. 
Gevers. 

III. Officers 

Chairman: O. Leberl (Austria). Secretary: P. Maugué (WIPO). 

IV. International Bureau of WIPO 

A. Bogsch (Director General): P. Claus (Director, Classifications and 
Patent Information Division): P. Maugué (Head, Trademark and 
Industrial Designs Registration Division): E. Rczounenko (Head, 
Trademark and Appellations of Origin Registration Section, 
Trademark and Industrial Designs Registration Division). 

International Patent Cooperation 
Union (PCT Union) 

Assembly 

Eleventh Session (7th Extraordinary) 
(Geneva, January 30 to February 3, 1984) 

I. Member States 

Algeria: B. Saci. Austria: O. Leberl: F. TrauttmansdoriT. Belgium: L. 
Wuyts. Czechoslovakia: J. Prosek. Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea: Byon   Zong  Ryop:   Pak  Se   Ryong;   Hwang  Yong   Hwan. 

• Prepared by the International bureau. 
** A list containing the titles and functions of the participants may 

be obtained from the International Bureau. 

NOTE* 

Introduction 

The Assembly of the International Patent Cooper- 
ation Union (PCT Union) (hereinafter referred to as 

* Prepared by the Internation Bureau. 
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"the Assembly") held its eleventh session (7th extraor- 
dinary) in Geneva from January 30 to February 3, 
1984.' 

The following 19 Contracting States were repre- 
sented at the session: Australia, Austria, Belgium, 
Brazil, Denmark. Finland, France, Germany (Federal 
Republic of). Hungary, Japan, Luxembourg. Nether- 
lands. Norway, Romania. Soviet Union, Sweden, Swit- 
zerland. United Kingdom. United States of America. 

The Republic of Korea and Spain participated in the 
session as observers. 

The European Patent Organisation (EPO), having 
the status of special observer, was represented. The 
following nine international non-governmental organi- 
zations were represented by observers: Asian Patent 
Attorneys Association (APAA), Committee of National 
Institutes of Patent Agents (CNIPA), European Feder- 
ation of Agents of Industry in Industrial Property 
(FEMIPI). Institute of Professional Representatives 
Before the European Patent Office (EPI). International 
Association for the Protection of Industrial Property 
(AIPPI). International Federation of Industrial 
Property Attorneys (FICPI), International Federation 
of Inventors' Associations (IFIA), Union of European 
Practitioners in Industrial Property (UEPIP) and Union 
of Industries of the European Community (UNICE). 

The list of participants follows this Note. 

Amendment of Certain Time Limits in the PCT 
and of the Regulations under the PCT 

The Assembly, in its seventh session, held in Geneva 
from June 29 to July 3. 1981.1 asked the International 
Bureau to earn, out a study of possible improvements to 
the PCT. particularly the PCT Regulations. That study 
was undertaken and resulted in a number of first 
proposals for amendments to the PCT and the Regula- 
tions, which were discussed with representatives of non- 
governmental organizations in a meeting held in 
Geneva on April 1 and 2. 1982. at which representatives 
from national Offices also participated. 

Thereafter, the International Bureau revised the said 
first proposals and added further proposals. This, the 
second set of proposals, was submitted to the PCT 
Committee for Administrative and Legal Matters (here- 
inafter referred to as "the Committee"). The Committee 
considered those proposals and advised the Interna- 
tional Bureau on them at its first session held in Geneva 
from September 6 to 10. 1982.2 

Taking that advice into account, the International 
Bureau prepared a revised set of proposals. This, the 
third set of proposals, was considered by the Committee 

in its second session, held in Geneva from April 25 to 
29, 1983.3 

On the basis of the advice received by it during the 
second session of the Committee, the International 
Bureau prepared a fourth and final set of proposals, 
which was submitted to the eleventh session of the 
Assembly for consideration and decision. 

The amendments affect two provisions in the PCT 
and 91 Rules in the PCT Regulations. Subject to a few 
exceptions, all the amendments will enter into force on 
January 1, 1985. 

The purpose and a brief description of the most 
important amendments are indicated below. 

Making the procedure during the international phase 
under Chapter I of the PCT safer and simpler for the 
applicant. The Assembly adopted very important 
amendments giving the applicant the means to ensure 
that he will not lose his international application 
because the record copy has not reached the Interna- 
tional Bureau in due time (see Rules 20.5 and 22.1). It is 
to be noted, in particular, that the time limit at the 
expiration of which the international application would 
be considered withdrawn under Article 12(3) if the 
record copy had not reached the International Bureau 
will start running only when a notification is sent by the 
International Bureau to the applicant (see Rule 22.3), 
and that the new system as resulting from those various 
amendments will completely replace the "alternative" 
procedure presently provided by Rule 22.2. 

Other amendments will have the effect that the one- 
month grace period for the payment of the international 
fee and the search fee. which presently can, but does not 
have to. be granted by the receiving Offices, will, subject 
to some transitional provisions, become applicable in 
all receiving Offices (see Rule 15.4). 

Amendments were adopted which will expressly 
allow the extension of time limits fixed by the receiving 
Office for the correction of defects and will make sure 
that no international application will be considered 
withdrawn by the receiving Office for lack of 
compliance with physical requirements if it complies 
with those requirements to the extent necessary for the 
purpose of reasonably uniform international publi- 
cation (see Rule 26). 

The time limit within which the applicant may 
amend the claims during the international phase will be 
longer in certain cases. Furthermore, the applicant will 
have the possibility to state more in his explanations of 
amendments and will be permitted to submit the 
amendments in the language of publication only. (See 
Rule 46.) 

In connection with the amendments to Rules 32 and 
32/)/.9, which will make it possible to withdraw the inter- 
national application, designations or the priority claim 

1 See Industrial Property. 1981. p. 223. 
-' Ibid.. 1982. p. 302. x Ibid.. 1983. p. 265. 



WIPO MEETINGS IP 

through a notice filed with the receiving Office even 
after the latter has sent the record copy to the Interna- 
tional Bureau, the Assembly noted that the interna- 
tional application would not be published if the with- 
drawal reached the International Bureau before the 
completion of the technical preparations for interna- 
tional publication, which is not earlier than 15 days 
before the expiration of 18 months from the priority 
date. Furthermore, the Assembly agreed that it was 
possible for an applicant to make a conditional with- 
drawal of his international application in the sense that 
the withdrawal will be effective if it is made early- 
enough for the international publication of the appli- 
cation not to take place and that the withdrawal will not 
be effective if it is made too late to stop the international 
publication of the application. 

The rules concerning the rectification, during the 
international phase, of obvious errors in documents 
were made more liberal by allowing also the rectifi- 
cation of obvious errors which are not errors of trans- 
cription (see Rule 91). Furthermore, it will be possible 
for the applicant, if the rectification has been refused 
during the international phase, to obtain the publication 
of his request for rectification in the pamphlet 
publishing the international application. Such publi- 
cation, however, will not relieve the applicant from the 
need to request, during the national phase, the desig- 
nated Offices to authorize the rectification. 

New rules were adopted which deal with the excusing 
by the designated or elected State of delays in meeting 
certain time limits, in particular, time limits pertaining 
to the international phase and the time limit for entering 
the national phase (see Rule 82/>/s). In that connection, 
it was understood by the Assembly that the excusing of 
the delay may take place only during the national phase 
and under the conditions set forth by the national 
law. 

Making the procedure under Chapter II of the PCT 
more attractive for the applicant. A very important 
amendment adopted by the Assembly consisted of 
modifying the time limit under Article 39(1 )(a) for 
entering the national phase before elected Offices. 
Subject to some transitory' provisions, that time limit, 
which is presently 25 months from the priority date, 
has been extended to 30 months from the priority date. 
The Assembly also decided to extend the time limit for 
the establishment of the international preliminary 
examination report: where preliminary examination 
has been demanded before the expiration of the 
19th month from the priority date, that time limit is 
28 months from the priority date (instead of six months 
after the start of international preliminary exami- 
nation). The said extensions will give applicants more 
opportunities to present arguments to the International 
Preliminary Examining Authority and more time for 
thorough international preliminary examination. (See 
Article 39 and Rules 66.4 and 69.) 

Making it safer and simpler for the applicant to enter 
the national phase. The Assembly modified the time 
limit under Article 22(2) in order to harmonize it with 
the time limit under Article 22(1). This amendment 
means that, subject to some transitory provisions, the 
time limit for entering the national phase before the 
designated Offices will be 20 months from the priority 
date in all cases, even where the International Searching 
Authority declares that no international search report 
will be established. In the latter case, under the present 
text, the time limit was shorter. 

The Assembly adopted new Rules specifying the 
requirements for entering the national phase, in 
particular, the contents of the translation of the inter- 
national application to be furnished when entering the 
national phase, and making it clear that certain require- 
ments to be complied with during the national phase 
must be complied with by the applicant, subject to some 
transitory provisions, only after entering the national 
phase (see Rules 49.3 to 49.5. 51 bis and 74). Among the 
latter, it is now made clear that the applicant must be 
given an opportunity, after entering the national phase 
before the designated Office, for furnishing evidence 
—where evidence is required under the national law— 
as to the identity of the inventor, the applicant being the 
inventor, the applicant's right to file when he is not the 
inventor or circumstances making an earlier disclosure 
non-prejudicial. Also, if the applicant did not appoint a 
local agent when the national phase is entered, that he 
must be given an opportunity, after entering the 
national phase, to appoint a local agent where he is, 
under the national law, obliged to be represented by 
such an agent. 

Including certain patent documents published in the 
Spanish language into the PCT minimum documen- 
tation and including the Spanish language among the 
languages of publication of international applications. It 
is expected that the very important amendments 
adopted by the Assembly in that connection will make it 
easier for Spain and for Spanish-speaking countries of 
Latin America to join the PCT Union (see Rules 12.1 (c) 
and (d), 34.1 and 48.3fay and (b)). 

Simplifying the tasks of the international authorities 
involved in the PCT procedure and simplifying the PCT 
Regulations in general. The Assembly adopted a 
number of amendments in that connection, in 
particular, through the transfer of Rules or parts of 
Rules which are of no direct interest to applicants to the 
Administrative Instructions under the PCT and the 
deletion of some obsolete Rules. 

It is to be expected that, after this very compre- 
hensive revision of the Regulations, there will be a 
longer period during which no. or only very few, changes 
will be necessary in the PCT system. 



118 INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY - MARCH 1984 

Questions of Special Interest to 
Developing Countries 

The Assembly adopted the following Resolution: 

"The Assembly of the International Patent Cooperation 
Union (PCT Union) 

"Noting that the number of developing countries 
which are members of the PCT Union is relatively 
small. 

"Noting further that the number of international 
applications emanating from those developing coun- 
tries which are members of the PCT Union is extremely 
small. 

"Assuming that one of the reasons for such unsatis- 
factory situation may be the high cost of international 
search and international preliminary examination for 
applicants from developing countries, 

"Resolves to: 
"(1) Recommend to all States members of the PCT 

Union to seek ways and means for financing at least part 
of the fees payable by applicants from developing coun- 
tries for international search and international prelim- 
inary examination; 

"(2) Recommend to all International Searching and 
Preliminary Examining Authorities to study the possi- 
bility of reducing the amount of the fees payable by 
applicants from developing countries for international 
search and international preliminary examination; 

"(3) Recommend to all States members of the PCT 
Union to study whether national or regional funds could 
be put at the disposal of the International Bureau or of 
the International Searching and Preliminary Examining 
Authorities, in order to be used to assist such applicants 
from developing countries in paying such fees." 

Amendment of the Agreements Concluded between 
Certain International Searching Authorities 

and the International Bureau 

The Assembly approved amendments to the Agree- 
ments concluded between certain International 
Searching Authorities and the International Bureau.4 

Amendment of the Rules of Procedure 
of the Assembly 

The Assembly adopted amendments to the Rules of 
Procedure of the Assembly, of the PCT Committee for 
Technical Cooperation, of the PCT Committee for 
Administrative and Legal Matters and of the PCT 
Committee for Technical Assistance. 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS* 

I. Member States 

Australia: P.M. Thomas. Austria: N. Marterer. Belgium: P. 
Ceuninck. Brazil: E. Cordeiro. Denmark: J. Dam. Finland: S.L. 
Lahtinen: E. Häkli. France: P. Gucrin; G. Rajot. Germany (Federal 
Republic of): F. Goebel; J. Schade. Hungary: I. Ivanyi; E. Parragh. 
Japan: Y. Hashimoto; E. Sirakasi; S. Ono. Luxembourg: F. Schlesser. 
Netherlands: J.J. Bos: S. de Vries. Norway: P.T. Lossius; I. Lillcvik; 
K.H. Reinskou. Romania: I. Marincscu; P. Gavrilescu. Soviet 
Union: L. Komarov; V. Troussov. Sweden: G. Borggard; B. Sandberg; 
E. Tcrsmeden. Switzerland: M. Leuthold; K. Griinig; J.-M. Souche. 
United Kingdom: A. Sugdcn; J. Sharrock. United States of 
America: H.D. Hoinkes; L.O. Maassel. 

II. Observer States 

Republic of Korea: J.U. Chae. Spain: J. Delicado Montero-Rios; S. 
Jessel; A. Casado Cervifio. 

III. Intergovernmental Organization 

European Patent Organisation (EPO): U. Schatz; L. Gruszow; M.S. 
Pârup. 

IV. International Non-Governmental Organizations 

Asian Patent Attorneys Association (APAA): T. Yamaguchi. 
Committee of National Institutes of Patent Agents (CNIPA): C.J.VV. 
Everitt. European Federation of Agents of Industry in Industrial 
Property (FEMIPI): F.A. Jenny. Institute of Professional Representa- 
tives Before the European Patent Office (EPI): F.A. Jenny. Interna- 
tional Association for the Protection of Industrial Property 
(AIPPI): G.R. Clark. International Federation of Industrial Property 
Attorneys (FICPI): H. Bardehlc; K. Rafihsoe. International Feder- 
ation of Inventors* Associations (IFIA): C.P. Feldmann. Union of 
European Practitioners in Industrial Property (UEPIP): G.E. Kirker. 
Union of Industries of the European Community (I MCE): R. Kock- 
läuner. 

V. Officers 

Chairman: I.  Marinescu (Romania).   Vice-Chairmen: G.  Borggard 
(Sweden); .... (Togo). Secretary: F. Curchod (WIPO). 

VI. International Bureau of WIPO 

A. Bogsch /Director General): K. Pfanner (Deputy Director General): F. 
Curchod (Director. PCT Division): J. Franklin (Deputy Head. PCT 
Division): B. Bartels (Head. PCT Legal Section): N. Schcrrer (Head, 
PCT Publications. Fees and Statistics Section/: Y. Plotnikov (Senior 
Counsellor. PCT Legal Section/: T. Hirai 'Examination Procedures 
Officer. PCT Examination Section/. 

4 See PCT Gazette. No. 671984. pp. 661 to 664. 
* A list containing the titles and functions of the participants may 

be obtained from the International Bureau. 
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Calendar of Meetings 

Calendar 
WIPO Meetings 

(Not all WIPO meetings are listed. Dates are subject to possible change.) 

1984 
April 2 to 6 (Canberra) - Working Group on Technical Questions Relating to the Legal Protection of Computer Software 
April 2 to 6 (Paris) - Joint International I nesco-W IPO Service for Facilitating the Access by Developing Countries to Works Protected by Copyright 

— Working Group on Model Contracts Concerning Co-Publishing and Commissioned Works (convened jointly with Unesco) 
April 9 to 13 (Geneva) — Permanent Committee on Patent Information (PCPI) - Working Group on General Information 
May 3 to 11 (Geneva) — Permanent Committee on Patent Information (PCPI) - Working Groups on Planning and on Special Questions 
May 7 to 11 (Geneva) - Committee of Experts on the Harmonization of Certain Aspects of Patent Law 
May 14 to 25 (Geneva) - Permanent Committee on Patent Information (PCPI) - Working Group on Search Information 
May 21 to 24 (Geneva) - Conference on Inventors (convened jointly with the International Federation of Inventors' Associations) 
June 4 to 8 (Geneva) - Group of Experts on Unauthorized Private Copying of Recordings, Broadcasts and Printed Matter (convened jointly with 

Unesco) 
June 18 to 22 (Geneva) - Working Group on Model Provisions for National Laws on Publishing Contracts for Literary Works (convened jointly with 

Unesco) 
September 17 and 19 (Geneva) - Permanent Committee on Patent Information (PCPI) - Working Group on Developing Countries 
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September 18 to 21 (Geneva) — Permanent Committee for Development Cooperation Related to Industrial Property 
September 18 to 21 (Geneva)  —   Permanent Committee on Patent Information (PCPI) and PCT Committee for Technical Cooperation 

(PCTCTC) 
September 24 to 27 (Geneva) — Ordinary Sessions of the Coordination Committee of WIPO and the Executive Committee of the Paris and Berne 

Unions 
October 15 to 19 (Geneva) — Nice Union — Preparatory Working Group 
October 22 to 26 (Geneva) — Committee of Experts on the Question of Copyright Ownership and its Consequences for the Relations between 

Employers and Employed or Salaried Authors (convened jointly with Unesco) 
November 5 to 9 (Geneva) — Committee of Experts on Biotechnological Inventions 
November 19 to 23 (Geneva) — Permanent Committee on Patent Information (PCPI) — Working Groups on Special Questions and on Plan- 

ning 
November 26 to 30 (Paris) — Committee of Experts on Copyright Problems Related to the Rental of Material Supports of Works (convened jointly 

with Unesco) 
November 26 to 30 (Geneva) — International Patent Classification (IPC) Union — Committee of Experts 
December 3 to 7(?) (Geneva) — Permanent Committee on Patent Information (PCPI) — Working Group on General Information 
December 10 to 14 (Paris) — Group of Experts on the Intellectual Property Aspects of the Protection of Folklore at the International Level (convened 

jointly with Unesco) 

1985 

September 23 to October 1 (Geneva) — Governing Bodies (WIPO General Assembly, Conference and Coordination Committee; Assemblies of the 
Paris, Madrid. Hague, Nice, Lisbon, Locarno. IPC, PCT, Budapest TRT and Berne Unions; Conferences of Representatives of the Paris, Hague, 
Nice and Berne Unions; Executive Committees of the Paris and Berne Unions; Committee of Directors of the Madrid Union; Council of the Lisbon 
Union) 

UPOV Meetings 
1984 

April 4 and 5 (Geneva) — Administrative and Legal Committee 
April 6 (Geneva) — Consultative Committee 
May 15 to 17 (La Minière) — Technical Working Party- on Automation and Computer Programs 
June 11 to 15 (Bet Dagan) — Technical Working Party for Vegetables 
June 26 to 29 (Lund) — Technical Working Part) for Agricultural Crops, and Subgroups 
August 6 to 10 (Hanover) — Technical Working Party for Ornamental Plants and Forest Trees, and Subgroups 
October 8 to 11 (Valencia) — Technical Working Party for Fruit Crops, and Subgroups 
October 16 (Geneva) — Consultative Committee 
October 17 to 19 (Geneva) — Council 
November 6 and 7 (Geneva) — Technical Committee 
November 8 and 9 (Geneva) — Administrative and Legal Committee 

Other Meetings Concerned with Industrial Property 

1984 

European Patent Organisation: June 5 to 8 and December 4 to 7 (Munich) — Administrative Council 
Inter-American Association of Industrial Property: May 16 to 19 (Montreal) — VIII Congress 
International league Against Unfair Competition: September 27 to 30 (Milan) — Congress 
International Vine and Wine Office: April 9 to 29 (Montpellier) — Séminaire international supérieur de viticulture 
Royal Patent and Registration Office: June 13 to 15 (Stockholm) — Symposium on the Centenary of the Swedish Patent System 
Union of European Practitioners in Industrial Property: June 5 to 8 (Dijon) — "Congrès de Bourgogne" 

1985 

International Federation of Industrial Property Attorneys: June 3 to 7 (Augsburg) — World Congress 

1986 

International Association for the Protection of Industrial Property: June 8 to 13 (London) — XXXIII Congress 
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