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State Registration and Legal Protection of
Industrial Designs in the Soviet Union
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News from Industrial Property Offices

FRANCE

Activities of the National Institute of
Industrial Property (INPI) in 1981*

Patents

Since July 1, 1979, all patent applications filed are
subject to Law No. 78-742 of July 13, 1978.! Which
amended that of January 2, 1968. Applications filed
before that date are examined according to the earlier
legislation, with the exception of those for which the
first draft documentary report had not been drawn up
on July 1, 1979; their examination is governed by the
amendments introduced by the Law of 1978.

The PCT and above all the European Patent Conven-
tion continue to have a considerable influence on the
development of the patent system in France.

Indeed, while the transfer to international procedures
of applications for protection of foreign origin, which
previously followed the national route, slowed down in
1980, it speeded up again in 1981.

The annual loss of national filings of foreign origin
since the entry into force of the two international trea-
ties on June 1, 1978, is thus as follows:

1978 —2,475 — 8.8%
197% —4,821 —21%

1580 —3,882 —18.6%
1981 —3,266 —19.2%

This phenomenon is even more striking when one
realizes that the number of applications of French ori-

* Excepted from INPI'S Activity Report for 1981,

1See Industrial Property Laws and Treaties, FRANCE—Text
1-001.

gin, which had dropped by 2.7% in 1980, was practically
stationary in 1981.

Patent Applications 1481 1980 %
of French origin 10,945 11,000 | — 0.05
of foreign origin 13,723 16,989 | —19.2
Total . ............ 24,668 27,98% =119

Moreover, the smaller number of filings caused a
drop in the number of patent applications and patentsin
force on December 31, 1981, which was 305,306 (1980:
322,251). This number has been decreasing since 1977
(from about 350,000), even though now one should add
to the figure European patents granted for France, whicb
are about 2,500 in number.

Overall Increase in Applications for Protection in
France

The transfer to international procedures has been
reflected overall in an increase in the number of appli-
cations for protection in France; this increase continued
in 1981.

Applications for Pretection in France 1981 1980
Applications for national patents 24,668 27,589
European patent applications 20,202 15,337
PCT international applications 3,157 2,259
Total ......... ..., 48,027 435,585

% +5.4 +5.4

However, whereas applications for French patents
resulted in the grant of the patent in the majority of
cases, this was not true of applications for protection by
the European patent or PCT routes (examination, with-
drawal of designation, renunciation, etc.).
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