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Grace Period

FICPI expresses its concern about the difficulties
encountiered by many potential applicants, including
companies, as well as individual inventors, among these
especially scientists, in preventing the release of infor-
mation in respect of their inventions, before proper
assessment of whether or not 1o seek patent protection
can be made. Thesc difficulties deprive many such
potential applicants of any possible protection for their
inventions, however deserving in those countries whose
patent laws require absolute novelty.

FICPI, therefore, would welcome the relevant bodies,
particularly WIPQO, the Council of Europe and EPO,
initiating a study of the steps that could be taken by the
States in which patentability is subject to absolute nov-
elty requirements, to adopt legislation, compatible with
the spirit and practice of their patent laws, which would
provide a limited period of grace, during which disclo-
sure deriving from the inventor or his legal successor
would not cause the possibility of securing patent rights
to be irretrievably lost.

Liability

The increasing complexity of Patent law and partic-
ularly the supranational application procedures have
increased the risk of loss of rights by failure 10 comply
with procedural steps 1o such an extent that even with
the greatest care, there is a statistical probability that an
error leading to such a loss of rights will occur.

Since additionally, in supranational application pro-
ceedings, loss of rights can occur in numerous countries
as a result of a single error, patent attorneys sce the risk
of negligence claims being brought to be increased to a
substantial degree, both in terms of the number and size

of such claims. This can lcad to bankrupicy of the attor-
neys or altorneys’ association concerned and to dimin-
ished recruitment to the profession of patent attorney,
in addition to which unlimited liability can hardly be
covered by insurance with premiums which can be
borne.

FICPI is accordingly very interested that the patent
profession maintains its efforts to the standards de-
manded by its clients and developed over many decades
and that any damage arising to the good cooperation
with patent offices, clients and colleagues be avoided.
F1CPIwould also like to avoid any trend arising because
of these liability questions to a preference for national
patent systems involving less risk.

FICPI belicves that these aims at anational and inter-
national level can be achicved by a limitation of the
liability of the patent attorney to areasonably high level
which provides the necessary security for the client and
can be borne by the patent attorney, and can be covered
by insurance.

FICPI therefore resolves as follows:

1. The national governments are urged to introduce
legislation to limit the liability of patent attorneys
to a level which, while sufficiently high, is nev-
ertheless fixed and which can accordingly be cov-
ered by insurance.

2. a) FICPI welcomes the interest of WIPO in the
problems of professional liability for patent
attorneys which are increased by the existence
of supranational patent systems.

b) WIPO is asked to initiate a study into the pos-
sibility of limiting the liability of patent attor-
neys on an international level.

‘General Studies

New Legislation in Argentina:
The Law on Trademarks and Designations
and the Law on the Transfer of Technology

E. D. ARACAMA ZORRAQUIN*
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Corrigendum

In the January issue of Industrial Property we inad-
vertenily stated that the author of “The Application of
the Law on Inventions and Marks of Mexico™ was R.
Rangel Medina. In fact, the author’s name is David
Rangel Medina. Our apologies to the author.

News from. Industrial Property Offices

IRELAND

Report of the Controller
of Patents, Designs and Trade Marks
for 1980+

General

Rules and Orders

During 1980 Rules were issued which provide for
increased fees for patents, trade marks and designs, and
for revision of the classification of goods for design
registration.

Receipts and Payments

The receipts and payments for the year amounted to
£987,180 and £910,978. respectively. The comrespond-
ing figures for 1979 were £658,325 and £755,282.

As for fees received in connection with patents, there
was an increase of £197,542 compared with the corre-
sponding figure for 1979. Fees received in connection
with designs totalled £3,451. Concerning fees received
in connection with trade marks, an increase of £128,652
was registered compared with the corresponding figure
for 1979.

Staff

The total staff of the Office at the end of 1980 num-
bered 99 persons.

* Excerpted from the Fifiy- Third Annual Repori of the Coniroller of
Patents, Designs and Trade Marks for the Year Ended 31 Decernber,
1980.

Library

The Library contains legal and technical works of
interest to inventors and to persons concerned with
designs, trade marks and copyright. Specifications filed
in connection with applications for patentsare available
and trade marks registered or proposed for registration
may be inspecied. The material available from Offices
abroad includes a complete set of British patent specifi-
cations, almost thecomplete range of publications of the
United Kingdom Patent Office and applications pub-
lished under the European Patent Convention and the
Patent Cooperation Treaty.

Journal

The Journal was issued fortnightly. It contains partic-
ulars of patents applied for, accepied and granted,
including abridgements of specifications of accepted
applications for patents, designs registered, trade marks
accepted and registered, and other material relating 10
patents, designs and trade marks. Supplements were
published with seven of the issues. These contained
decisions in hearing on nine trade mark cases.

Patents
Applications and Grants

The number of applications for patents received was
2,749 compared with 2,533 in 1979, Applications claim-
ing priority under the Paris Convention totalled 2,222
compared with 2,047 in 1979.

An analysis by country indicates that the largest num-
ber of applications received and patents granted came
from and were issued to applicants in the United States
of America (798 and 446, respectively), followed by the
United Kingdom (417 and 234). The number of appli-
cations received from applicants in Ireland was 394
compared with 352 in 1979,
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