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Union that had signed the Budapest Treaty and/or
participated in the Budapest Diplomatic Conference
were represented on the Committee, while three other
States, one intergovernmental organization (special
observer) and six international non-governmental
organizations participated as observers. The list of
participants follows this Note.

The Committee examined, on the basis of docu-
ments prepared by the International Bureau, draft
forms to be used in procedures under the Treaty, a
study on the possibility of refusal of deposit of
microorganisms by an international depositary
authority and the results of a survey concerning
prospective international depositary authorities.

The Committee also dealt with prospects for ratifi-
cation of the Treaty or accession to it. The Secretariat
recalled that two countries, namely Bulgaria and
Hungary, had ratified the Treaty and that three more
ratifications or accessions were needed for it to enter
into force. The Delegations stressed the interest of
their countries in the principles embodied in the
Treaty and in its early entry into force. The statements
of several delegations showed that the procedure for
ratification in their respective countries had already
started so that several ratifications could be expected
to take place between the end of 1979 and 1981.

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS **
1. Member States

Bulgaria: N. Tzontchev. Denmark: D. Simonsen; G. Liitken.
Egypt: F. El-Ibrashi. Finland : H. Lommi. France: P. Guérin; D.

** A list containing the titles and functions of the participants
may be obtained from the International Bureau.

Darmon. Germany (Federal Repuhlic of): U. C. Hallmann.
Hungary: Z. Szilvassy ; E. Parragh. Italy : S. Samperi ; G. Caggiano;
M. Bellenghi. Japan: K. Matsuie ; S. Uemura. Mexico: O. Reyes-
Retana. Netherlands: J. D. Tak. Norway : P. Lossius. Philippines:
D. Wendam. Romania: V. Tudor. Soviet Union: Z. Komarov; G.
Gudkov. Spain: J. Delicado Montero-Rios ; J. M. Garcia Oyaregui.
Sweden: R. Walles. Switzerland: J.-L. Comte ; R. Kampf. United
Kingdom: A.J. Needs. United States of America: S. Schlosser; S.
Brattain.

II. Observer States

Iraq: A. N. Khalaf. Madagascar: S. Rabearivelo. Niger: I. Fouko-
ri.

HI. Intergovernmental Organizations
(Special Observers)

European Patent Organisation (EPO): L. Gruszow.

IV. International Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions

Council of European Industrial Federations (CEIF): M. van Dam.
European Federation of Agents of Industry in Industrial Property
(FEMIPI): G. Tasset. International Association for the Protection
of Industrial Property (IAPIP): G. Horvath; G. Tasset. Interna-
tional Federation of Patent Agents (FICPI): A. Braun. Interna-
tional Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Associations
(IFPMA): G. Szabo. World Federation for Culture Collections
(WFCC): L. J. Bousfield.

V. Officers

Chairman: J.-L. Comte (Switzerland). Vice- Chairmen : Z. Szilvéssy
(Hungary) ; S. Schlosser (United States of America). Secretary : F.
Curchod (WIPO).

V1. WIPO

K. Pfanner (Deputy Director General); L. Baeumer (Director,
Industrial Property Division); F. Curchod (Head, Special Projects
Section, Industrial Property Division); A. llardi (Legal Officer,
Special Projects Section).

- General Studies

Recent Developments in Spanish Legislation
in the Field of Industrial Property and
Related Rights *

A. DE ELZABURU and M.-A. BAZ**
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News from Industrial Property Offices

CANADA

Activities Report of the Bureau of
Intellectual Property for the Years
1975-1976 and 1976-1977 *

Introduction

The Bureau of Intellectual Property is responsible
for the drafting and administration of legislation
granting temporary legal monopolies to originators of
inventive and creative works and regulating the
disclosure of such works in forms easily copied or
appropriated by others.

The Bureau comprises the Patent Office, the Trade
Marks Office, the Copyright and Industrial Design
Office, and branches which specialize in research,
international activities, and the dissemination of tech-
nical information on intellectual property matters.

Submitted herein is the report of the Commissioner
of Patents relating to proceedings under the Patent
Act for the years 1975-1976 and 1976-1977. Also
included is a review of proceedings under the Indus-
trial Design and Trade Marks Acts for the years under
review.

I. Patents Branch

The Patent Office administers the Patent Act and
Regulations, which provide for the granting of patents
for inventions that are new, useful and unobvious.
Examination and disposal of patent applications by
- the Office in accordance with the Act and Regulations
entails a search for novelty, consideration of inventive
subject matter, a decision as to patentability and also
verification of compliance with procedural require-
ments. A patent grant gives to the inventor or owner
of the patent the right to exclude others from making,

*Excerpted from the Annual Report of the Department of
Consumer and Corporate Affairs for the Year, Ended March 31,
1977.

using or selling the patented invention in Canada for a
period of 17 years from the date of grant.

On November 16, 1976, the Patent Office issued its
one millionth patent. A bronze medallion was struck
by the Royal Canadian Mint to commemorate the
event.

A search room and library are maintained by the
Patent Office where any member of the public may
obtain information on Canadian and foreign patents.
During the years 1975-1976 and 1976-1977, the
Patent Office handled an average of 675 requests
daily for reference material and published every week
the Patent Office Record in which details of newly
issued patents are given.

By March 31, 1977, the complete office file of
1,007,800 issued patents was classified and organized
into 339 main classes of technology which were
further subdivided into 32,121 subclasses. These
classes are constantly reviewed, and revised or
extended as new technologies emerge, and new
combinations of known technologies are developed.
During the year 1976-1977 and the previous year, 20
classes consisting of 2,194 subclasses were completely
revised, 1,911 new subclasses were established and
756 old subclasses were abolished in the partial
revision of existing classes.

Transactions of the Patent Office from 1974-75 to
1976-77

1974-75 1975-76  1976-77
Applications for patents 27,019 25,927 25,951
Applications restored
under Section 75 164 175 164
Applications reinstated
under Section 32 . 139 137 157
Patents issued *20,688 *21,440 *21,110

Patents issued under

Public Servants

Inventions Act 43 41 56
Assignments recorded 24,016 23,395 24,017

*Includes reissued patents.
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