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NEWS FROM PATENT OFFICES

NEWS FROM PATENT OFFICES

FRANCE

Activities of the National Institute
for Industrial Property in 1971 and 1972

Applications
PATENTS

Since the last report on the activities of the National Insti-
tute for Industrial Property ?, Sections 19 and 20 of the 1968
Patent Law, concerning the procedure for the preparation of
a report on the state of the art, have been applied to new tech-
nical branches by reference to the International Patent Classi-
fication established by the European Convention of Decem-
ber 19, 19542,

1971

Patent applications filed in France numbered 47,971, of
which 14,962 were of French origin (31 %) and 33,009 of
foreign origin (69 %0). During the same period 315 applica-
tions for utility certificates were filed.

Of the 47,971 patent applications, 14,482 were subject to
the procedure for the preparation of a report on the state of
the art, 7,687 being sent to the International Patent Institute
(IIB) for the preparation of an immediate report.

The technical fields in which the greatest numbers of
applications were filed remained the same as for 1970. In
decreasing order of the volume of filings, they were chemistry
(6,661), physics (6,333), electricity (5,479) and transport and
handling (5,003).

In 1971, 49,106 patents and utility certificates were issued
under the 1968 Law and 2,242 patents and 108 special patents

1 Industrial Property, 1972, p. 116.
2 See p. 169 above.

| for medicaments under the 1844 Law and the Decree of May
30, 1960, making a total of 51,456 titles of protection. During
the same year 33,735 declarations of forfeiture for non-pay-
ment of annual fees were made; 92 actions were brought for
the restoration of patents declared forfeit.

| 1972

| Patent applications filed at the National Institute for
Industrial Property numbered 47,229, of which 14,806 were of
French origin (31.3%0) and 32,423
(68.7 /o). During the same year the number of applications

of foreign origin

for utility certificates was 324.

Of the 47,229 patent applications, 23,000 (approximately)
were subject to the procedure for the preparation of a report
on the state of the art, 14,709 being sent to the IIB for an

immediate report.

In 1972, 45,050 patents and utility certificates were issued
under the 1968 Law and 1,150 patenis and 17 special patents
for medicaments were issued under the 1844 Law and the
Decree of May 30, 1960, making a total of 46,217 titles of pro-
tection. During the same period 41,574 dedlarations of forfei-
ture for non-payment of annual fees were made; 165 actions
were brought for the restoration of patents declared forfeit.

w0, %

It will be noted that the number of filings and the ratio
between filings of French origin and filings of foreign origin
have varied very little over the last three years. It can also be
seen that the number of actions for restoration has been very

small compared with the number of declarations of forfeiture.
In the majority of cases therefore, failure to pay annual fees
is tantamount to a voluntary surrender of the patent.
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