



































LETTERS FROM CORRESPONDENTS

SWEDEN
Act

relating to the Board of Appeals of the Patent and
Registration Office

{No. 840 of December 1, 1967) *

CORRIGENDUM !

Section 1

There shall be a Board of Appeals within the Patent and
Registration Office which shall hear appeals in cases relating
to patents and trademarks and in cases relating to surnames
and Christian names.

The Board of Appeals shall consist of a chairman, who
shall be the Head of the Patent Office, at least five technically
qualified members appointed by the King in Council, and at
least three legally qualified members appointed by the King
in Council.

The Board of Appeals may work in sections. The chairman
of a section shall be appointed by the King in Council.

Section 2

In patent cases, a quorum of the Board of Appeals shall
be constituted when three members are present, at least two
of whom being technically qualified. If the nature of the
patent matter so demands, a legally qualified member shall
be present.

In cases concerning trademarks and trade names, a quorum
of the Board of Appeals shall be constituted when three mem-
bers are present, at least two of whom being legally qualified.

Section 3

Decisions of the Board of Appeals shall be taken by a
majority; where the votes are equally divided, the Chairman
shall have a casting vote.

Section 4

For the taking of evidence in cases before it, the Board
of Appeals shall be empowered to order the appearance of
witnesses in the law courts.

Section 5

Rules governing the activity of the Board of Appeals shall
be drawn up by the King in Council.

This Act shall enter into force on January 1, 1968.

* Translation kindly supplied by the Swedish Patent and Registration
Office.

1 This Act was originally published in Industrial Property, October
1970. Due to the omission of Section 1(3) in the October issue, we are
republishing the entire Act here.
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Letter from the United Arab Republic

By Hosni ABBAS
Head, Commercial and Maritime Law Section,
Faculty of Law, University of Cairo
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NEWS CONCERNING NATIONAL PATENT OFFICES

NETHERLANDS

Report of the Octrooiraad *

In 1969 the total number of patent applications filed was
19,700 — about 800 more than in 1968. Evidently, the con-
tinual increase in the number of patent applications since
World War II has not yet come to an end. It is difficult to
forecast when the number will cease to increase. In some
countries where there has been a similar increase, there are
symptoms of some stabilization. For the purpose of prognosis,
the Octrooiraad (Netherlands Patent Office) has, for some
time now, anticipated the filing of about 20,000 patent appli-
cations annually. This number was nearly reached in 1969.

Under the “ deferred examination procedure,” introduced

by an amendment of January 1, 1964, to the Patents Act, not
all the 20,000 applications expected need to be examined. The
amended Patents Act provides a procedure with two phases:
a “ search,” which in practice is mainly directed to the state
of the art with regard to the application, and then the actual
granting procedure, leading to the grant or refusal of a patent.
Both phases must be initiated successively by a special re-
quest, which the applicant may file within seven years of filing
his application. This period allows him to evaluate his eco-
nomic interest in exploiting the invention, and in obtaining
exclusive rights.

* Extract from the introduction to the Annual Report of the Nether-
lands Patent Office for 1969.
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